GENERAL ASPECTS OF SIGNS IN JOHH

In general they are the kind of miracles expected with
the dawn of the Messianioc age. the feeding of the
multitude and the miracle at Cana fit into this pattern
inasmuch as they correspond to the expectation that the
Messianic age will put an end to hunger and thirst.

John says nothing about exorcisiwms of demons by Jesus.

A survey of the miraculous acts of of Jesus which are called
signs in this Gospel auggest that John is less interested in
typical Messianic miracles on the part of Jesus than in
tthose which by their greatness raise the question as to the
nature of the One who works in thewm. (But then, this is
thepurpose of tthe signs -- to raise guestions about the One
doing thewm, no sc much the works themselves.

John is presented to the readers as a collection of signs
wvhich is designed to give them assurance that Jesus is the
Messiah.

In John, sign is a key word in theological interpretation.

In John, S5IGHN is not describing the works of Jesus as
miralces but as signs which make a specific insight possible
by bringing a certain matter to light. This consists in the
fact that Jesus brings a nevw view of God. it’s
distinctiveness is that God as Father way be known only in
Jesus as Son.

{No passage in John claims the sign of Jesus for God
so plainly as 12:37b f£f,. for here, on the basis of Isa.
53:1, God’s own relation to the phenomenon of Jesus is
linked to the signs. John 12:37b ff. can only mean that on
the basis of His signes Jesus is depicted as the UOne inwhomn
the fate of sll men is decidied according to the will of
God, not at some point in the future but here and now, i.e.,
when there is a confrontation with Him.)

John refers to the signs of Jesus in such a way as to leave
the impression that they are the decisive thing in
establishing Jesus as the Messiah.

The significance of the signs of Jesus goes beyond the
immediate hour and those who share in it as spectators. By
having Jesus link words of revelation concerning His personn
with & series of signs (6:32ff; 9:39; 11:25; cf. 5:17), John
brings out the fact that the signs have a constant power to
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estaeblish faith because Jesus always remains the One He is.
(That is, if Jesus changed, then the signs of 2,000 eyars
ago vould be out of date. But since He is the =same, there
is no need for nev or additional signs. If these signs were
not enough, John could have told of many more, for faith is
not forced by the many signs given -- don’t need to pile up
signs). Since faith also cannot be forced by the signs,
thie always develops a critical function alongside its pover
to establish faith. :

I1t., The signs do not compel us to believe, theyy
challenge us to believe.

The christological knowledge which the works of Jesus
mediate as signs is permannent, =c¢ that these can become an
imperishable part of the divine message.

In spite of all arguments to the contrary, this i=s also
the point when for John, too, the post-Easter community
needs no nevw signs. It has the word of the witnesses. To
this degree it is superior to the apostles in the way it
comes to faith and inn its faith, for they could become
believers only through divine demonstrations.

SIGNS AND GLORY

In John 2:11 the manifestation of the glory of Jesus is
linked with His first sign, the miracle at Cana. His glory
i=z said to be manifested in the same way at the sign of the
raising of Lazarus. The signs of Jesus and the glory of God
are interrelated igs 12:37ff, with emphasis on the fact that
it is the privilege of believers alone to grasp the point at
issue. With the signs faith arises if the glory which
shines therein is "seen." (1:14).

The relation between sign and glory in John may be
defined as follows. In His signs Jesus is some sense makes
Himself transparent and causes His true being, His sonship,
to be manifested in iis glory.

NOTE At Cana the headvwaiter saw only the wine, the
servants sav more, but only the miracle -- but the disciples
sav His glory. 3 groups: The headwaiter sav the wine, the
servants sav the miralce, the disciples savw His glory.

The headwaiter: sav the wonderful result of Jesus’ wvork,
declared it to be the best, but had no idea it was oved to
Jesus. Today people applaud humanitarian efforts, women’s
respect, charity, hospitals, without ever cnce thanking the
Christ who made it possible.
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Headwaiter: people who see the good things, admire

them, applaud them, but never once consider the source from
which it came -- every good and perfect gift comes from
above.

The servants: see the miracle, excited, awed, but do
not come to faith...interest goes no further than the
miracle. They see the sign but not as a sign...sign meant
to point beyond the miracle to Jesus, bui some people never
gee beyond the miracle.

BARRETT

Rightly to understand them {(the signs, miracles) is to
apprehend Christ by faith (10:38; 14:11). The miracles once
grasped in their true meaning lead at once to the
Christology, since they are a manifestation of the glory of
Christ (2:11).

The =ign i®s a symbolical anticipation or showing forth
of a greater reality of which the sign is nevertheless a
part. A sign calls the attention of the pecple of Ged to
the fulfilment of his purposes, and a sign draws the
attention of the Gentiles to the glory of God. It is no
mere illusion.

The miracles are set in a context of human need which
ranges from the comparative triviality of a deficiency of
vwine at a wedding feast to the death of a beloved friend and
brother.
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GOSPEL OF JOHN -- MERRILL €. TENNEY

I John 20:30,31 there iz a clear declaration of the
author’s inttention in writing. Following as it does the
climatic confession of Thomas, this assertion closes the
main narrative and makes the final appeal to the reader.

WORDS FOR MIRACLES: Teras appears in Acts 2:19 and
elsevhere, is translated wonder and emphasizes the character
of the miracle as a portent or prodigy, something outside
the usual course of events. Dunamis is the reoot of the
English word, dynamite, and stresses the pover revealed in
the performance of the miracle, and implies the spiritual
energy which produced it.

Faradoxon, English, paradox, pictures the contradictory
nature of the miracle, its incongruity with the order of the
natural world, and itse strangness to the unusal current of
thought.

Semeion, however, when applied to a miracle, usually
implies that the deed is an indicationn of some power or
meaning behind it to which it is secondary in importance.

It i3 the only word used in John for miracle. John
presented the miracles not merely as supernatural deeds nor
manifestations of supernatural povwer, nor even as exceptions
to the usual current events, but definitely as material
vitneeses to underlying spiritual truth,. The teaching
attached to each mirascle is designed to bring pout its
gpiritual significance, and, conversly, the miracle is the
concrete demonstration of the power discussed in the
teaching.

John wasg careful to tell us they were periormed "in the
presence of his disciples." The signs were not products of
the writer’s personal imagination. Certain deeds periormed
by Jesus of HNazareth were so startling that they deserved
special notice and called for explanation.

Each of these seven signs revealed some specific
characteristic of Jesus’ power and person.

These seven signs, then, are preeminately gigng because

zlthay point to those aspects of Jesus’ wministry in which He

demonnstrated His transcendent control over the factors of
life with which man is unable to cope. Daily existence i= a
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struggle against their limitations. Christ’s superiority
over them as revealed by these events called signs was proof
of His diety and a clue to understanding what John wanted to
say about Him.

Belief never means a mere assent to a proposition.
John sought to lead his readers to a settled faith on the
bagis of actual signs which were historic episcdes, and
vhich connoted the spiritusl reality behind them.
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Vel the miracles recowntaed b Jobonr e all of  bhem very
preat supermatursal actes of powsers. Bt their meaning is
b comly to those who have fFalth in Christ, and in several
cases a mivacle iw wsed &z the peg or Ytest" onowhich to
Mang & long discourse of the Lord? s.

Seven Vsipgns’ are recounted dw Jobi

Lo The Chavging of the Water dnto Wine (e d—11).

e Ther Healimyg of the Moblemar? s Son (4460
i The HMealirmg of the Topotewt Man (5329,

A, The Feeding of the Five Thousand (H14-13).

a The Walking orn bhe Water (&p1E--31).

£y Thir Healiog of the Man Boewn Blivd (31070

7 The Hadsing of Lazsaoeng {(1lsl-a40.

T s awars bhat Jesus worked mamy obther sipgns beside
: these seven (205307 2125, [Why then did he choose these
! particulae seven? Ivm 20:30F, "John says that he has made his
o melection of signes in order that his readers may believe
that Jesus is the Chrig LR Sem of God? - Bareetty p. G4
Mo chose these specific siprs, not beosuse they were the
meet amazivng o the most dramatic —— though they were bt b
amazing and dramatic -, bhut because e wsaver would best

reveal the idemtity and manifest the glory of Christ, >
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Pecoeding e this review Bigm Ao Y odiw o inm Taot
Paiways & sigrn im exterral reality which podnts Lo saomething
@lme. ' RBub history has also peoved o be dts sphere.

Ttmelf bruly historical, in & given historical situatice it
ig usually direchted to evewitresses with & view to
unleashing historical effects by way of their insight asd
will, Teo that degreess it Finally adims at much more theaon the
mEre covfirmation which must be ite peimsry goals it claims
o acheives direct influsnee om persornal declsiors whioh
will always have histoedioal coms@ouences.

GODY 8 SI0ENME AND WONDERS

Whiawr the OF speaks of God’s siges andd wonders ites style
talkes on what is almost & hymnal character. . « - The author
of these evernts is God amd it may be that the expression
which is desigred to sum up their character tries to o s
ir bwo ways:  The exbracedinagry everts at dssue here podnt
back to God and they are also of such a Mind as to proclaim
immirent upheaval, of. 1 HKHimgs 135:3,593 8 Oh 33184,
gesertial ie that the evernts themselves are dumb and that
Terasl four its part —— this must not be Fforgobten - is the
gilent object of what ooours. Im the phrase "sigrns and
worters, ' then, &ll the emphasis lies from the very
Fivet o the event as such in its guality as & work of God.

SIGN _InM_ JOHM

The essential reference is to visual percepbion anmd the
assurarnce this pives.

Ivr Jn it offers the chance to knoww something specific
{(Jm 1O 3EFF).

JOHM #2482 s this an attack om a missiconary strategy whioh
tries to induce Ffaith by appealirg to "siges and wonders',
ardd is it rnot also correcting & naive Ffalth in miracles as
seer dn the Syrmopbtic traditian, Yt the guestion must lbe
pult with grester precision thar this. the word is possibly
commected with the civele of ideas arouwred the Passover as
the feast of remembreaoace For the sxodus and libevetilorn.
Jesus cpposes dn Mis oo people an attitude like that of the
wilderness peneraticon in which resdivess to believe iz made
dependent on signe and wonders, zigns and wonders bDeling
prperted From jesus as From Moses, since jesus is the

prcaat sed new prophet like anto Moses,

Arctber possibility is bthat the attack is on an
unmderstanding of Christiamity i which it is typologioslly
identified with the Isvael of Moses' ftime ancd sigrns and
wosmelers are thus regerded as progger o 16, Tt conald e that
Jobre has iv view ewbhusiastic cireles wha in btheir




MOITES OM 3N FROM KEITTEL, VII, Z00ffF.

el Dreek Ussioe,

in Homer the word denctes optical impressicons whioh
sunpnest or make possible cevtain ivesighits,

The wood always has to do owith an object oo
civounstance which mabes possible or s desipned to make
preeible & specific perception o dwsight. . o « it refers to

what strikes the eye.

GREEN OLD TESTAMENT

Iy Fx. 94,6, where a certain part of the population of
Jevrusalem iws to be macbked om the forehead with a Tauw, the
last letter of the Heb. alphabet ociginally weitten in the
Feoem oF @ Croiss.

The Hebrew use of SI16M iy the Old Testsmerk,.

Ive Bern. 9518, the rainbow is a sign of the covenant.
(o - like miyy - - Wi ll look oon Ehnis amd bhe reminded of bthe
covvaEraint .

Iv Ex. #4:8FF the sigrns | } which Mozes s meant to
perfooerm are meant to validate bim in order that the
Terarlites may listew to what he heas fto say o them o God's
commission, and in the last resort, therefore, may hear
brisn. Fu 4330FF expressly says that the signs ( ) ayve
dewe bn the eyes of all the peoples and acheive their purposa

of kipdling confidence in Moses.

Thess sigrns work For clarification and confirmatico -
mo that & certainity is established which was ot present
before.

AT LEABT TWICE the =im of is Faith. Im the O7
Faith is cleosely welated wobt covlyto perception but ot the
Mo ledge oF Qo (haly the marn who kBnows God can belisve dn
Him (Noter: For this reason Faith iv the 0T comes only on
the bhagis of God's self-revelaticn. Mo mar krowws Good of
Fimselfi Bod must btestify to Mimself as the One he is if
theve dis bo be faith in Him. ). Thie is Fimely illustrated
im Mo 1481l God is swrprised that in spite of all His signs
among them His people does not believe iwn Mim, i. e., brust
i, It has cbhvicusly seesm in vaivn amd been led bto the
percaption of Sod dn vain.
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#These sigrs do wob COMPEL men bto believe —— thaey
CHALLENGE men to belileve.

Feest The Gospel fAccoeding bo Jobin,, by G M. Barmrett, pp.
G

The miracles in Johns They are s Ffunction of its
Uhrisbology. Rightly to anderstand them is to apprebend
hydist by faith (103383 14311, The miracles onoe grasped
v their true meaning lead atb ornece to the Christology, since
they are a manifestation of the glovry of Chreist GInli).

T mirvaloes of Jesus are described as his works

The miracles are also descoribed as signs (semeicn).
Thig is one oF the most characteristic and importanst woords
wf the pgompel. Ivm classical Greel it means &
distivguishing mark, a token, or & sigmal.....

A sign is a part of the proclamaticn of the glorcy of
Bod te bthe gentiles {(Isa. 66:119). . « L3t disd no mere
illustration, but & symbolical anticipation oo showing forth
oF & preater reality of which the "sign” is nevertheless
itwelf a part. 1 migr calle the attenticrsn of the peaople of
Bod te the fulfilment of his purposes, and, finally, & signo
draws the attertions of the Gentiles to the glory of God.

Jobr? s use of bthe word is iv marked contrast to the
syrinptists, whe use it of eschatological eventsz., They
(Feohim? s use) were sipns in the 0ld testament sense, special
demornstrations of the character and power of God, and
partial but effective realizaticons of his salvation {an
st ).

Fror the synoptists, signs were used for those
chatological events which mark the approach of the end.
Toge Jobin bhe miracles themselves are eschatolopical eventss
taat For them the eschatolopgical significance of the ministry
cof Jesus i oa hidden thing, which will be anderstood only in
the sschatological fubure. ... But to Johme To those who do
believe, the miracles are sigrrs which feed their faithy ta
fhose who dooomot, siges may be maltiplied indefinitely
without producing faith {18:37).

The miralees are set in a cormtext of buman meed which
ramges from the comparative triviality of & deficiency of
wire at & wedding Feast to the death of a beloved friend and

Byt by —-LThe Firvst aond last signd.




bypological thirnking are inclimed bo see in Chrdistianity
ordy bhe new lerasl so that they »un the danger of
Ferpgetting that they &ve iv priwciple indeperndent of

cort iraal miraculocus experiences im vivbue of bhe
resurrection of their Loed From the dead. it oany rate, Jn
Al gives s dnsight debto the mature of Chy faith and Chye
comraumity such as is Fformulated in 203390 with its
irmdeperndence  pof any kivd of demonstratior. '

Repeets of the Distivctive Jobamoing Usane,

The distimchtiverness of the Jobanmine use of "sign" is
that heve, Bobth iw the Gospel sl the Rev., the woeoed has
baben over the wole which dunamis playes eleewheve ivn the NT
ant especially inm the Syrobpics, namely, as the exclusive
term for certain miraculouns evernts.




