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EXEGESIS OF TITUS 2:11-14

INTRODUCTION: The doctrinal statements introduce in this
passage are introduced not as truths to be recognized and
believed, but they are introduced as the basis. - of the
practical exhortations which have just been given. It is
because these great truths have been revealed, because life
ig so real and so important, and because eternity is sO
certain, that Titus is to exert all his influence to produce
the best kind of conduct in his flock, whether men or women,
old or young, bound or free.

The passage before us might almost serve as arsummﬁfngﬁp

Pault's teachings. In it he once more: insist on the insep-

e cotepi s b S e

arable connections between creed and character, practice and
profession, doctrine and 1ife, and intimate the close relation
between the past, the present, and the future, and the Christian
scheme of salvgti9g, There are certain facts in the past,

which must bekggfg2§ed; and there is a kind of life in the

present which must be lived; and there are things in store

for us in the future, which must be locked for. Also in

this passage there are two &Elwgpeat appearances of Jesus
Christ in this world §E§‘these are stated'as the two greatl
1£;££;“;;W££;m6£;;étian dispensation. There is the appearance
of grace, when Christ appeared in humility, bringing salvation

and instruction to all men; then there is the appearance Qgﬂ_

glory, when He will appear again in power, that He may claim

as His own possession the people who He has redeemed.,

“:JE{J’ {‘uf/w{ i _ [:‘_ T
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Titus sl
Verse 4

Xp? e ToTY5 o Kindness, Kindliness (Souter)
Goodness of heart  (Vine)

(,Ptkavpfwﬁﬁ- Love of (for) mankind,

;
é7fé¢nmw7 - Appear (ag of a light in the heavens
or from the heavens,

To give light, to become vigible,

(1) Not only  has the saving grace of God appeared
unto all (2:11), but it has revealed itself as
kindness and love to man as man. {(Vincent)

(2) This (4-7) is what we became, what God made
of us. The whole gospel is here compressed into
one rich sentence. Here there are four terms

to designate our Savior's love. So many are
unusual even in the case of Paul: X{”}é”fv%'75 .

q[)(,\ﬂvé?//l z.u-ﬂu.tf -— %(A EOS )&rx’l\‘f ey

"Savior" is used twice. The saving
W work for all men is compressed into the one verb
)wwﬁ”i’-%'WUOf the Tirst clause so that the saving deed of God
Sy @W {5 Unfolded by the rest of =
yﬁx quyﬁ the Statement and ends with what we thereby got -to
J\,

be, namely heirs of life eternal,

The reason for Paul's using 'the
benignity" and “the love of men” lies in the
preceding verses.

While the two articles make the two
concepts stand out in their distinctness, God's
benignity and his affection for human beings are
well placed side by side.

While Paul brings out these two sides
of God's love he presently adds hig mercy and his
grace, A singular verb may be used with two
subjects, the nature of which is so much alike.



Titug 3:4-7

Verse 4, cont'd

" /

éned avvy i second aorist, repeated
from 2:11. In both places the aorist refers to
the love of God which appeared in Jesus and in his
whole redemptive work.

Note the stress that is laid on saving:
"our Savior God - gaved us - through Jesus Christ,
our Saviour.

The great act of saving and placing into
eternal safety gives this title to both persons who,
each in his own way, were and are active in man's
salvation. (Lenski)

(3) The moral obli g in vv 1 and 2 are now shown to be
based on God's saving grace in Christ. The word kindnegs
denotes goodness in action, goodness xpressing itself in
deeds of grage, tendérness and compassion (Rom, 2:k;
11:22; 2 Cor. 6:63 Eph 2:7; Col, 3:12).

ggd's kindness here stands in contrast to
the malice, envy and hatred of men,

'l‘h is not only that accomplished

in redemption by the blood of Christ, but the congtant
care, keeping and deliverance ministered to believers.

The phrase "love toward man" sums up all
that God has done for man in and through Christ,

The kindness and love of God are get in
contrast to the last two evils i v. J, "hateful and
_Eg&igg;g&m;&uuﬂi&u;' Accordingly, the double thought
of what we were in our sins and what God has done
for us in Christ, is all designed to enable us to
order our conduck worthilyof Him. oy

Y ff)ﬁafw{/w“” sy
The{ appearirdg here mentioned is not
simply that of the Incarnation, it includes all that

centers in Christ in His atoning death, His resurrection
and the proclamation of the Gospel.
(Vine)

P
L,,‘.r£ fl"":j

(4) In these verses (4-7) there is a greal statement

f d i of ificati by faith alone.
e the doctrine justification by fail lone.
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Titus 3k~

Verse lIt, cont'd

It looks backward to an event in which

the goodness and kindness of God our Saviour
appeared.

The implied reference is to the whole
Christ event, including the birth, the life, the
teachings, the death, the resurrection, and the

exaltation of Jesus the Lord. It was in the coming

of Christ that, in a distinetive way, , the goodness

anG'Ibvlng Kindness of God appeare&.

The pronouns in this passage refer to
Ged, IS

—
_ —

-

e

“ God saved Saul of
the persecutor of the church..

He saved the Christians in Crete wheq
they were living in the sins described in vs 3 -~
Romans 5:8.

e e

e e i

If God does not save us because of

"our deeds , what then is the basis of His saving
action. "In virtue of His own merey.” It leaves
%§g+4ystery of God's saving act in his own mercy.

his we cannot go. " {Taymen's C.)
NM”V
(5) “Accordlng to" ig Kata, the root idea of
hich is "down” and s ts dominenc .

God), in saving sinners, is dominated in Hig

act by the mercy that fiaﬁamspnnhanegug_x__rom
{75 heart. DPure mercy on God's part doesn't

EEEE:;Ef§LE9Q9unhmanx,sgzgalled»gnod_mnrkgﬁhhe
latter may do. (Woest)

(6) Against this dark background (v. 3) shines
God's love in the gospel, described in a twofold
way - kindness and love.

Love was normally used of love
toward 1ndiv1dua;§#;g‘gi§gzgss. It had a
Special application to the ransoming of captives.
T (Tyndale)

P This sava.ng act 1s not based on "deeds
~ done g in righteoy )
Tarsus when he was on his way to Damascus as g}

i
/
K

w"’b“’

59



Titus 3:h4-7

Verse ﬁ, cont'd

(7) There is perhaps no passaged in ghe N.T. which
more 8§ arily and yet more fully, sets out =
the work of Christ for men than this passage does.

The whole process is due to two great
qualities of God,

1 - Goodness - 'Kindness" - It means
the spirit which is so kind that it is always ready
and eager to give whatever gift may be necessary.

It is an all-embracing kindliness, which
jgsues not only in & warm, nebulous glow of
feeling, but also in generous action at all times,

2 - Love - word defined as love of man
as man. The Greeks used it for the good man's’
kindliness to his equals, for a good king's gracious-
ness ko his subjects, for a geneTous manty uetive
pity for those in any kind of trouble or distress,
and specially for the compassion which made a man
rangom a fellow man when he had fallen into
captivity. (Barclay)

(8) Kipdnegs: concern to aid those in need, sense
of pity.

A Persopal Testimony = The most
persuasive apologetic for Christian faith in every age is the
gimple, sincere statement of the man who has found his
1ife made new by the power of Christ. Paul's epistles
abound in this autobiographical note.

Aff%;ﬁ%fﬁfgngffj Note the gian affirmatives:
1 - He saved usg.
5 . Not because of deeds done by us in rightecusness,
3 - But in virtue of his own mercy .
4 - By the washing of regeneration,
5 ~ By the renewal in the Holy Spirit .
6 -~ Wnich He poured out upon us richly through
Jesus Christ.
7 -~ So that we might be justified by His grace.
8 . And become heirs in hope of eternal life.

He s i:g;ﬁf;,lm_f_ﬂ__ﬂ (Interp. Bible)




Titus 3:h-7

Verse 5
MovTpol - @ bath (of the water, not the vessel),
water for washing, washing. (Vine)

A laver, is used metaphorically of
the Word of God, as the ingtrument of spiritual
&Teansing. The washing is explaiped in Eph, 5:26 =

same Greek word. (Vine)

1<ﬂ\!vmeV6M€' an eschatological term, used Ly
J.

osephus of the rebirth of the fatherland after
the exile, and in Philo of the re irth of the
earth after the flood.
Rebirth of the individual life. {Souter)

The loutron, the laver, the
washing, is explained in Eph. 5:26.

The new birth and regeneration
do not represent successive stages in spiritual
experience, gggx_zgfar_ta_ﬁhg_ﬁgmﬁ_exanh;hu:
view it in different a tg: The new birkh
Stresses the commupnication of gpiritual life
in contrast to antecedent spiritual death;

é/-regene_g_a\tlo;; éé;ggses the 1nce%t10n of a new
state of things in contrast Wi e_old.,

In Matthew 19:29 the word is used,
in Christ's discourse in the w1der sense, of
"the restoration of all things." (Vine)

6MﬂhKULV&M%WS” make fresh again, make fresh as
st the first, renew, make new again.

To make.new, not in sense of recent,
but different. ;Q;Elzgsﬁ3,ﬁ““rhe renewing of
The Holy Soirit" is noi- g fresh hestowment of
fhe Spirit, but of Hig power, developing
the Christian life; i stresses the

continual operation of tLhe dgélliqg Spirit of
L o L e

(1) Waghing - It does not mean the act of
bathing, but the bath, the laver. (Vincent)




Verge 5, cont'd

(2) The main part of the sentence begins at
this point, and the two contrasting phrases are
placed before the main verb for the sake of
emphasis.

£l - outcome, indicates source.

God saved us by the means that he himself had
prepared - S . This bath is the meéns
which God used when he saved us.

- Renewing - It is new as being
+f#nolly different. Regeneration is accompanied

f} "y by a newness that is totally different from the
former oldness (v. 3) yea, a newness - nothing

# ‘
{%pu7;ﬁujfy oT which existed before.
) PRl T4 ——

O'Y

i

The difference bekugenr "regeneration”

and "renewing" is that th€ Forme? kindlee the
new life by an ingtantaneous Bct, the latter)
cgntinugg,and develops this life by a constant
growth and progrese,

The Holy Spirit is the agent who

regenerates And Iencus. (Lenski)

(3) Renewing - The %ailx, hourly, momently
reneving of the Holv Spirik, hy-uwhich the gpirityal
TIfe 1s supported and foskered and incredsed.

"Not by works...' It does n
current coin in the kingdom of God. It has mo.
sayi ue.

Regeneration - This defines the
éature of EEE ba%h‘imhich God employs as His
TnsErument in écting the salvation of man;

not any bath whatever but that of the new birth.

Renewing - The washipng secures a
claim on the Holy Spirit for renewing, just as

birth gives a child a claim on gociety for food
and shelter,
enevwing is a subsequent Processg,
opatan BT Elfﬁout this renewing
the life received at pirth 1s in a statge%f“

suspension (EGT




Verse 5, cont'd

(4) Renewing accords with the idea of the new
creation (2 Cor. 5:17), each believer being

conceived of as a possessor of powers previously
unknown - — —

(RN Sy

The renewing of the Holy Ghost specifies
the resultant renovation accompanying the regeneration.
The one points to the act of entering, while the

other marks the guality of the new life,

Cf, 1 Cor 6:11 {Tyndale)

(5) After indicating the factor that motivated

God in saving the sinner, Paul speakg of fthe process.
Regeneration - a_.recovery, a restoration -

It is the im i i 3 i =] 0 lmﬂ‘.
In regeneration there is also a cleansing,

in that a new 1life is introduced into the believing
sinner.

Renewing - This is the gradual conforming
of the man more and more to that néw spiritual
#GFId Thto which he has been introduced, &nd in which
he now Tives and moves; the restoration of the™ ~
divine image. (Wuest)

(6) 'The way in which salvation comes to us.
Th exi of regeneratj j £ is
work of God, which man cannot manipulate.

In this pasgage all three persons of the Godhead
appear. (Tayman's C.)
~‘

(7) The futility and worthlessness of all human
efforts to obtain salvation by works. There is
strong emphasis on the pronoun "we",

Regeneration implies impartation
of a new life, and the operating powers which
effect this are "the word of truth," Jas. 1:18;
I Peter 1:23, and The Spirit, John 3:5,6.




Verse 5, cont'd

Washing doesn't refer to baptism;
it is explained by Eph. 5:26.

The Word of God, received by faith
at conversion, is the means, by the Spirit's

gzﬁy;4mm1.thenaﬁaxa,-aﬁ_;ng_;gmggg;_gg
their defi .

With the new birth, or regeneration,
comes the washing away of sin. Vine)

(8) Rebirth - when a man accepts Christ, life ,
veging all over again, Thexe is g newness L
out life whi i hirth.

Renewineg - It is ag if life was
worn out and run downi and there igs an act of
renewal which is not over and done with in one

moment of time, but whi Lo itgelf every
Iay- (Barclay)

(9) Regeneration used in Matt. 19:28 where it
refers to the messianic age or the age to come,

the new world which is to replace this one. gggg
Chriskian J8 a wan of the future, a preview of what's
to come - belongs to the age to come )

(Interp. Bible)

(10) Renewing refers ta bthe york of sanctification,

QE_ggg_ggggigggns_nenemal by the Spirit of that
spiritual life d i wag begun in
L Y . *

continuous_work.of the Sgiriﬁwﬁifﬂfﬁ'théwéﬁﬁl,
through which the new spiritual life advances

toward complete supremacy and possession,
permeating, purifying, and ennobling all the

faculties of the man, until he is transfdrmed
into the full image of Christ. {American)




Titus 3:h4-7
Verge 6

’ /
Vd
€fexesv _ (¢k¥€w ) - pour out, shed

7ﬁk°”‘5C¢Qf - richly, lavisly - (Souter)

connected with ploutos, riches
(Vine)

(1) The reference is to what took place at
Pentecost, The aorist tense points to the one
act then fulfilled. All the work of the Holy
Spirit in the renewing or filling of believers
since, is consequent upon that initial pouring
out, (Vine)

(2) same word (shed) used in Acts 2:33.

Abundantly - God's gift of the Spirit ie never
niggardly. The mediator of this priceless gift is
Jesus Christ. (Tyndale)

(3} The finished work of Christ was the necessary
pre-condition to His effugion of %he ?oly Spirit.
EGT

(4) The Spirit "poured out" applies to our hearts

t&gM@MM&MMt .
ggg_‘gigig;p;iag§ home_to us the message of the

ospel. The Spirit moves in our hearts prompting
15 o do good and enabling us to overcome the lusts
of the flesh. (Laymen's C,)

(5) "Richly"” means in abundant measure so as to
effect the results that God, our Saviour, desires,
namely actually "to save us", (Lenski)

(6) Renewal - is used of the gradual renewal of heart
and life in the image of God, following upon the new
birth, gnd without which the birth is a mere
Abortion, not leading on to vitality and action.

Tt is here treated as poterntially involved in God's
act of saving. (Alford)




Titus 3:4-7

Verse 7
’ /
€kecvon - that, yonder (of what is distant,
or great).
KA Vo
npovopoe an inheritance, heritage, regularly
the gift of God to His chosen people,
in 0.T. the Promised Land, in N. T.
a possegsion viewed in one sense as
present, in another as future,.
oy 4
Yevn Blmev - (y{vopes )  to become.

(1) Justification is conceived as taking place before
the outpouring of the Spirit.

Heirs of eternal life is the result of
justification. It is atfested and confirmed by the
Holy Spirit - 2 Cor. 5:5; Eph 1:1k

Heirs of eternal life according to hope.

(Vincent)
14
(2) (va in the form of the sentence may express
the aim either of saved or ghed,
According to - in pursuance of, congistently

with, so that the inheritance does not disappoint, but

fully accomplishes and satisfTes Ehe hope.

(P
In proportion as we have the hope, realize

W {Alford)

&
(3) Here <(va expregges more than purpose; it
expresses actual result.

Heirs own but do not yet enjoy the;;~¥>
inheritance; it is not yet paid out to them,
o _ﬂ_f___,,-————**———"'"#_'

As children of God we became heirg of God
who are wailing in hope for the great inheritance, life

BrETRAl 10 glory, (Lenski)
e et et

(4} Justified - God accepts us as righteous in his
sight.



Titug 3:h-7

Verse 7, cont'd

In the N. T. the idea of sonship is
always associated with the thought of our inheritance
as heirs of God,

The great summary of the gospel is commended
as a saying that is "sure." (Laymen's C.)

(5) Inheritance marks the highest point to which man
can attain in this life. (EGT)

(6) Being justified jis an amplification of the -
previous statement he saved us, on which the telic
clause introduced by hina {in order that we should be
made heirs must depend.

The point of this reference to justification
is that none who is not Jjustified can hope for an
inheritance.

The heirs are not yet possessors in
the fullest sense, as according to the hope clearly
shows.

The phrase conveys the idea of solid
assurance, on the basis of which the justified
EETTE?E?=EBX logk forward towards the full appropriation
of his i j e. The words do not exclude any
present possession of life, but rather anticipate its

complete realization.. _ szt mgwe Td Lok

Eternal life is the content of the hope.
(Tyndale)

(7} Jusitifed - It is the ground of a rectified
relation to God.

This relation to God involves our becoming
"eirs of God..."” This, the outcome of the pouring
forth of the Spirit at Pentecost, is the effect of
regeneration.

A1l that will be ocurs as heirs iz in

accordance with the ant r prese

enjoyment, If there were no present hope, sure

“#nd certain, there could be no inheritance, That
is e significance of the preposition rendered.

according Lo. (Vine)




Titus 3:4-7

Verse 7, cont'd

(8) The grand inheritance in prospect for. believers
is eternal life, which, though now possessed in its
beginnings, is set before them as an object of
hope, the goal of their earthly course (Rom 8:18-2k),
and of which, in the inconceivable wealth of its meaning,
they have been constituted heirs.

(American)

(9) Justified - Both declared and made righteous
by God's grace,

The Christian now becomes & true member
of God's family, an heir desitned for and thus
assured of final salvation - gternal l1ife.

(Interp. Bible)



