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ROMANS 12:1,2

Here we are passing from the glovious docyrines to the consecration of
the body for practical service. Just as Jesus did, when He walked down from
the hill of Transfiguration to the crowd below, and to the sins and miseries
it presented, He came from the scene of glory to serve man in its abiding light.

So we, having once and for all presented our bodies, are constantly
letting ourselves by transfigured by the renewing of our mind with a view to
discerning, putting to the test, approving, what is the will of God, namely,
those things that are good, acceptable and perfect.

Just as Jesus came from His transfiguration to discern, the will of God;
namely to do ghe good, acceptable and perfect, i.e. healing the lupatick son,
80 we as a result of our transfiguration prove in our daily lives the will of
God, doing those things that are goo, acceptable and perfect, ilee., helping
others, etc, 8ee vss, 3ff for an expansion of the good, acceptable and perfect.

The renewal of the wmind,--by using as an implement in the holy
process (tansformation) that divine light which has cleared your intelligence
of the mists of self-love, and taught you to sce as with new eyes 'the splendor
of the will of CGod,': so as that you test, discerning as by a spiritual touchstone,

¥
what is the will of Cod, the good, and acceptable, and perfect (will).oseo

The believer is called upon attain it (transfigweation) in detail by
using the new insight of a regeneratéd heart., He is to look, with the eyes of
the soul, straight through every mist of self-will to the now Beloved Will of
God, as hisg deliberate choice,, seen to be welcome, seen to be perfect, not
because all is understood, but because the man is joyfully surrendered to the all-

trusted Master,

Present ¢ The Greek suggests precisely the thought of a critical surrender,
They (Christians) are called, as if once for all, to look their Lord in the
face, and to clasp His pifts in their hands, and then to put themselves and His
gifts . altogether into HIS hands, for perpetual use and service. (Moule)

NOTES FROM MRS. STRICKLAND'S "LIFE & LETTERS OF PAULY CLASS - 1957
THE PRACTICAL PART == Personal consecration,
Man doesn't receive mercy by sacrificing himself, He sacrifices himself

ags a thank-offering for the mercy he has already received.

Picture of the peace-offering or thank-offering. It was always put on
top of the sinwoffering,

We obtain purity by His wercy. The more we become like Christ the less
we become like the world.




EXIGESTS OF ROMANS 12:).2
Verse 1

1. The word THEREFORE connects the exhortation to entire consecration to God with
the preceding course of thought, the entire doctrinal discussion of the foregoing
chapters.

BY (through) THE MERCIES OF GOD-~ in view of, and as a consequence of those
divine mercies which have been so fully set forth in the body of the Epistle.
The tender, lit. wailing -~ compassions of God are here presented as a motive
(dia) to thankful obedience and entire consecration.
YOUR BODIES: Your entire mk selves(present at once, and once for allew
aorist tense). Thus a whole burnt offering, to be wholly consumed for God on
His altar.

A LIVING SACRIFICE —- Not only in distinction from the sacrifice of dedd
bodies, which the law forbade, and of slain bodies, which the law required, but
in the sense of a perpetua) sacrifice to be continually renewed.

'HOLY~~ The Lev, sacrifices were required to be without natural or
physical blemishg here the reference is to moral purity.

ACCEPTABLE: The unreserved consecration of our persons to him in holy
1iving is acceptable, well pleasing to Him.

REASONABLE SERVICE: The consecration of our bodies is an act of our
minds; it is a rational, or spiritual service. It is performed in a way
suitable to the nature of man as a rational being, suitable to the nature of God
as a spiritual being. (AMERICAN)

2, PRISENT: The technical term for presenting The Levitical victims and offerings.
In the Lev. mfferings sacrifices, the offerer placed his offering so as to face
the Most Holy Place, thus bringing it before the Lord.

BODIES: Regarded as the outward organ of the will.
LIVING: How? Let the eye look on no evil, and it is a sacrifice,etc.
REASONABLE SERVICE: Explains the whole previous clause. Rational,
as distinguished from merely extermal or material.
The word SERVICE, special word for the service rendered by the Israelites
as the peculiar people of God is very significant here. 9:4 { VINCENT) :

3, BEBEECH: Appesls to a sentiment already existing in the heart, faith in
God's mercies, (Moses commanded, Paul pleads). Dia, by, gives the reader to
understand that the divine mercies are the power by means of which thisg
exhortation should take possession of his will. (Not just “because of", but
‘WMﬁ@hﬂlmthEW'Wmdm”lthmmmﬂ,

Chapter 6 has shown how justification by faith provides the principle of
sanctification. It is in the name of this finished work that Paul now invites them
to lead the life of consecrated victims, And the indispenable instrument for this
work is the body. The victim must live to become, at every moment of his existence
the active agent of the divine will., {Living sacrifice started with Jesus. He
died, but arose to live for evermore.) Living, should be taken in the strict sense.

HOLE - He means rather to contrast the new employment of the body in the service of
God with its previous use under the dominion of sin -- this body, full of life and
g?%sggn&%g'employed for good, will present a "wellepleasing" spectacle to the




The last words of the verse establish a contrast between the external
service of the 01d Test. and the spiritual service of the New,

Mof you-—" That is to say, "of such people as you." The service which
rationnlly corresponds to the moral premise contained in the faith which you
profess .M

Only the acys of external service have no value in his eyes except as
a means of nowrishing and stimulating the truly rational service of which he
speaks here. ILvery act of service which does not issue in holy consecration
of him who takes vart in it, is Christianly illogicdl. But what use is to be made
of this consecrated body? Vs, 2 proceeds to answer this question,

(GODET )

4, PRESENT: In Chapter 6:13, 16, 19, it is used of putting the body at the
disposal of God or of sin.

P

rendered to God, and the service which it does render, in the mannexr supposed,
is not a bodily but a spiritual service,.

LIVING...: This seems to be the onlg case in which the new life as a
whole is spoken of by Paul as a sacrifice -- a thank-offering — to Code

Reasonable, etc: Ritual service, worship: and such a presentation of the
body as the organ of all moral action, to God, is the only thing that can be
characterized as spiritual worship, Any other worship is foreign to the Christian
sacrifice, not appropriate to a being whose essence is reason or spirit.

(BGT )

(Not a dog taught tricks, or a herd of cattle, each following the other

without thinking). '

5 The animal sacrifices of an earlier day have been rendered for ever obsolete
by Christ's self-offering, but there is always room for the worship rendered by
obedient hearts, Instead of Living by the standards of a world at discord with God,
believers are exhorted to let the renewing of their minds by the power of the
Spirit transform their lives into conformity with God's will,

Doctrine is never taught in the Bible simply that it may be knownj it
is taught that it way bLe translated into practice--John 13:17

PRESENT: Cf. 6:13,19: the Greek verb here is the same as that rendered
"yield" there, Paul now brings out in greater detaul vhat is involved in their
presenting themselves to God to be used in His service.

REASONABLK SERVICE: "The worship which you, as rational creatures,
shoudl offer. The substantive latreia, wsed already in 9:4 of the "service of
God" ordained for the Israelites. The service of obedient lives is the only reasonable
or logical response to the grace of God —-(6:1 --"Shall we continue in s8in?" The
answer is given here,) Here "spiritual worship" is probably to be preferred, in =@
contrast to the exteranlities of Ysrael's temple worship. (Bruee -~TYNDALE)



i

6, Christian morality is the response to all the mercy of God., Tt does not
begin with a man's ambition to make himself better. Tt begins with the thankful
recognition that God, the source of all goodness, has done for him what he

could never do for himself,

This sense of awe is the xekigtewsx root of the religious idea of the Holy,

Thus the Christian is enjoined to lay his body(i,e. his individual
personality as an acting concrete whole) as a living sacrifice on the alsar
of God ( as elsewhere he is bidden to regard this body as the temple of the Holy
Spirit). Observe that the way has been prepared for this injunction in vi.13,19,
22,
(Temple: place where sacrifices are made. Our bodies are temple, therefore
a living sacrifice.¥

The ritual sacrifice was in Judaism the central act of worship, by
which the holiness of God was acknowledged, and in some sense conveyed to
the worshippers. F or Christians the real worship of God is their self-
dedication to Him for ethical ends, (These ethical ends are detailed, beginning
in verse 3).  (MOFFATT)

T« PRLSENT:  To place at the disposal of another., The aorist tense urges that
the bodies be presented once for all time, one decisive act, one resolute presentation
the bodies as a sacrifice, so that the act will never bhave to be repeated,

Note on 6:13¢: In presenting one's self in one decisive act, most of the temptations
of life are wmet triumphantly., Some have to veason, argue, every sSunday morne.

as to whether they will go to church, This question should be decided once for all
Sundays, So that the gquestion would never arise again for argument., The time to
meet a temptation is before it comes, We must not parley with sin, nor argue

with temptation, nor dispute and consider as to its dangers and offers, but

rule over it without hesitation.

A partial sacrifice was unlmown and unthinkable to the jews, The
mouth may sing His praises, but the feet must wallt His way, The Holy fires
of God never came down on a partial sacrifice,

Acceptable: Well-pleasing. The acceptablness of a sacrifice depends upon
the offerer, Cain's sacrifice wouldn't have been accepted if it bhad been of blood.
Hisheart was wrong., All of a person’s prayers, songs, works, and services are
re jected, except upon the ground that the offere is accepted., (See Isa, 1)

This sacrifice is the only logical service and only Christian sacrifice,
Thus to present the bodies is reasonable and logical. The soul is the chief value,
go it is only logical to yield the body also, which is of lesser value., Theman is
the Lord!s, so the members of the man ought to go with the man.

(MCBETH)

B, THE CALL TO A SURRENDERED LIKE: The wotive is the Divine Compassion: the nature
of the surrendered life is the presentation of the body to an intelligent, spiritual
and defipite service. The result is the perception of God's will as being perfect,
goofi, and acceptable, Unworldliness and a character transfigured with heavenly
beauty will be the issue of such an experience, This swrrender must come from
within--a renewing of the mind. A transfiguration -~ a change from within which
shows itself without, (EVENS)
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VERSE TWO

L. WILL OF GOD: Better to render the three adjectives as appositional.
"May prove what is the will of God, what is good, etc." The other renderéng
compelts us to take well-pleasing in the sense of agreeable with to men,

” {VINCENT)

2. CONIFORMED: This and the following verb should probably be put in the infinitive 4
the same regimen as "present." OCf, with I Cor, 7:31,
The whole world of the ungodly as contrasted with the disciples of Christ;
the temporary order of things in which sin predominates, to which the "age to
come ," the Kingdom of God, is the exact contrast.

We are to avoid worldly coformity, not by any oddity of dress or manneps,
byt by an inward transformation resulting in a knowledge, approval, and practice
of that which God wills., We have in this verse an evil to be avoided, a
rememdy to be applied, and the happy results of applying it. Would that
Christians would heed this, thus be saved from an evil which, more than any
other, is eating out the power and spiritual 1life, and thus mars their influence
for pood, making them to appear so unlike the fellowers of theSaviour,

Paul not content with a negative command, adds, "Be transformed." a term
used of Christ's transfiguration., Their inward renewal was to be progressive, and
to manifiest its reality and power by a growing conformity to the will of God.
This transformation, equivalent to Clwist's being formed in us (Cal. 4:19), he
tells them is secured through THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND, which, as impaired and
darkened by sin, bad become a reprobate {unnapproved) mind, This renewing is
effected by the Holy Spirit, Ephe. 4:23, Titus 3:5, and here again we have divine
activity and human dependance and cooperation browht to view. T

The three adjectives, the first of which akswm alone bhas the article on accoun
of the general wnity of their meaning, are to be used substantively, unless
we would assert the truism that God is well-pleased with His own will,

"The will of God, even, the thing which is good and acceptable and perfect.”
( AMERICAN)

3o "This age", who blinds the minds of unbelievers (2Cor.4:4), yet it is
possible for people belonging temporarily to "this age" to live as heirs of the age
to cone, the apge of renewal and resuurection. (Christ's trans. was a preview of
His comwing glory, seen now in the present. Christians ought to be a preview

of heaven., "That's what heaven's like,") It is by the power of the Spirit
indwelling, the pledge of their inheritance in the coming age, that they can

resigt the tendency to lige on the level of "this age."

Transformeds OQutside of Mt, 12, Mk.9, & here, only other place the
word occurs in N.T. ig 2 Cor. 3:18, of believers being changed into the likeness of
Christ from one degree of glory to another, by the operation of the Lord who is the
Spirit - a pagsage which is a belpful commentary on the present one.
('FYNDALE, , BRUCE )

4, The imperative is better supported than the infinitive. "Do not agopt )
the external and fleeting fashion of this age, world, but be ye trans, in vour 1nmos§
natume,







This world or age is opposed to that which is to come.; it is
an evil world, of which Satan is the God (2 Cor. 414} [Kven apparent or
guperficial conformity to a system controlled by such a spirit,
much more an actual accomadation to its ways, would be fatal to the Christian
life,

MIND: Both intellectuwal and moral --the practical reason, or moral
consciousness. This is corrupted and atrophied in the natural man; and renewed
by the action of the Holy Spirit (Good thought for Pollutted Politicans),

Wnto the proving: This is the purpose of the transforming renewal of
the wind, 1t is that Christians may prove, discern in their experience what the
will of God is,

The will of God is identified with what is good in the wmoral sense; well-
pleasing to God, -ethically adequate and complete, No one discovers the line of
action which from possessing these characteristics can be identified as the will
of God unless he is transformed from hig native affinity to the world by the
renewing of his mind by the Holy Spirit. (E@T)

5. The consequence of such teaching in va, 1 ~» the Christian has enetered

into a new order of life, Because that is mo, he must, instead of being moulded

to this world, have his mind or reason renewed, and so be transformed in nature, able
to make out what the will of CGod is.

He iz not the slave of conventional judgments of society, but has a fresh
amd independent infiight into moral realities. Recognize for themselves the
will of God. Independent moral insight.

By the will of God he means what is good and acceptable and perfect. GCood:
what is of absolute worth in and for itself, Acceptable: satisfactory. He is
giving a definition of what he means by the will of God, MHemeans that God wills
the kind of actions which in itself gives satisfaction to all concerned,

It connotes that guality of fineness or nobility in moral action which

moves us to admiration am well as rational approval. PERFECT: Complete on
all sides, possessing all the separate virtues as elements of a fully developed
personatity.,

Thus the will of God for man is not some mysterious and irrational
form of holiness. Tt consists of that kind of life which the renewed mind of the
Christian man can sece to be good in itself, satisfying and complete. (MOFFAIT)

6, Panl has just pointed muk to the believer's body as a consecrated instrument.
What remains to him to indicate, except the RULE according to which the believer
ought to make use of it? The kai, and, therefore signifies, "and in order to
that",

In the use of his consecrated body, the believer has first an everywhere
present type, model to be rejected, then a new type to be discerned
and realizea.
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