SERMON ON PSALM 23

I. Text: Psalm 23:1-6:
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"The Lord is my shephélqpishall not want.

He malketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth
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He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the naths of
richteousness Tor his nome's sake.
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Yee, though I welk through the valley of the

I will FTear no evil: Ffor thou art
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socdness and mercy shell Tfollow me all the
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II. Major Objective: Devotional

III. Central Idea: Because the Lord lis my sheph‘ﬁ@ I shall

not want for anything, in this 1ife, or in the 1life to

Come.

Q\ v, Subject: The Lord is ly Shephﬁﬂk I Shall Not Want.

V. Thesis and Goel:

1. Proposition: The Lord as our shephéff) gives

us every need and comfort.
2. Specific Objective: To get Christians to come

to Christ as the Good Shephfp) and put their lives



in His hand and trust Him for thelr every need,

1v. Introduction:

In writing on this Psalm, John MaclNell, the great Scotch
() preacher says, "There seems to be quite a discussion zmong
b scholars as the whether lavid wrote this Psalm or whether some-
one else did. Do you know what I think? Sometimes I think
I wrote_it because it says exactly what I wes going to say,
and Daf%d beat me to it." To know Christ as Saviour is
wonderful and glorious, but that is only the}beginning. Christ
has not onlylsaved us from sin and hell,_but‘has brought us 1life
and 1ife more abundantly. We can only know this abundantly life
Jas we come to know Jesus as our Shepbé#@as'well as our Saviour.
: Unless we have come to know Him as our Shgpgrg , we have missed
much of the Saviour's work for us. Some people quote their
favorite Psalm saying, "The Lord is my shepﬁ%épgj.; I shall not
want", and vet their lives are filled with want. They are never
satisfied; always complelning, griping and grasping. This is

not the spirit of the Psalm. Someone has well sald that he who

is content has just enough, and he who complains has too much,

There are three phases of our Saviour's work, In II
Corinthians 1:10 we read, "Who delivered us from so great a death,
and doth deliver us; in whom we trust that he will yet deliver

us." In Hebrews 9:24-28, we are told of the three specific

appearings of Christ. It says that He did appear once in the

end of the age to put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself;
that He is now eprearing at the right hand of God for us; and
finally, that he is yet to appear to those who look for Him.

k The Saviour's present work is that of being our High Eriest, our
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ghep . And if we are to know Him in all Hils fulness, we nust
mow Him as our Shephéﬂa This is what the 23rd Psalm means to

us tOday .

A Sunday 5School teacher asked a little girl if she could
quote the 23rd Psalm She stood and said, "The Lord's my
- gher®kp , and that's all I want." Then she nodded her head and
set down. That 1s the best translation. That is the meaning
of the whole Ps:ai/, Do not leave the Sheph&é’y in the first verse.
Corry Him down through every verse and it will take on new
meaning. That is the subject of this message: The Lord is

%
my Shepgfd; I shall not want. May God lead us to trust Him as
— '
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I. The Lord is My Shephgf; I Shall Not Want For Rest. “?g‘z__;t{f
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down in sreen vestures.” (Psalm 23:2a)
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1. One prerequisite to rest is peace with God. Romans

5:1
2, Another prerequisite to rest is peace of heart and

mind. Philippiens 4:7

II. The Lord Is My Shep%éﬁ@ I Shall Not Want For Refreshment.

(“\ "Ee leacdetn re besidle tic still veters," (Psalm 23:2Db)
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IITI. The Lord Is My Shephé#@ I Shall Not Want For Restoration.
"I"e restorets v soull” (Psalm 23:38)

Illustration: A sheep eats wilth his head down, never looking

where he is going while eating. He wanders away from the
fold and is out of fellowship with the flock and the

sheﬁﬁyg but the shepﬁékﬂpicks him up and restores him to

the flock.



IV. The Lord Is iy Shepherd; I Shall Not Want For
Guidance. "He 1cagc

T

- e 1n the neths of rizhiecuszness
for bio menela seie ' (Pealm 23:3p)
1. This Shepherd hag never lost & sheep.
2. The Shepherd's reputation is at stake so we cen be
sure He will lead us in the right path.
Additionel Scripture: Col. 1:9,10
V. Trhe Lord is My Shepherd: T Shall Not Went For Courage.
?
"Yea, though T well throush the velley of the shodow of death,
I will Terr mo evil." (Psalm 23@4e)

Vi. The Lord is My Shepherd; I Shall Not Vant for Companionship.
"Thou ert with =e." (Psalm 23:4b)

VII. The Lord Is My Shepherd; I Shall Not Want for Comfort.
"Thry rod and thy staelf they

comTort me." (Psalm 23:4c)

Additional Scripture: Psalm 147:3,4

VIII. The Lord is My Shepherd; I Shall Not Want For Daily
Supply of Every Need. . "Thou preverest o toble Thefore U
(Psaly 23:5a)

Add

itional Scripture: Philippians 4:19; ott. 6
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IX. The Lord Is My Shepherd; I Shall Not Went For Progéiction.
"In the arese 1

(Psalm 23:5b)
L,

The Lord I My Shepherd; I Shall Not Want for Joy.
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VIII.

XI. The Lord Is My Shepard; I Shall Not Want For Any Good

Phing. 'Goodnc=s en’ serey shell follow wms all LT davs of
mr 1ifc.”  (Psaly 23:6a)

XII. The Lord is My Shepherd; I Shell Not Went For Zternity.
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(Psalm 23:6b)

Conclusion: This Psalm beglns with the Lord, "The Lord is
my Shepherd", and ends wit' the Lord, "I will dwell in the
house of the Lord forever." He has begun a good work in us
he will finish itﬂ' We have not treveled this way before.
There ere pitfalls and dangers on every side. The devil
goes about as a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.
But our Good Shepherd knows the way and He leads. We

hear His voice ans we follow Him. He gives unto us

eternal 1life and we shall never perish, neither shall

anyone pluck us out of His hand. Why should we fear? We

édo not kxnow where he will lead but it is enough to know
that He is with us always. A great preacher who was lying
on 2 hospital bed after a serlious eye overation said one

night God gave him this thought:

()

God's dear Son, in order to be o faithful

Shepherd, must lead us into the shadows as well

28 into the sunshine. If we become preoccupled
with the shedows, we shall become sour, censorious,
critical, despondent, discouraged, and defeated.

If we become preoccupied with the sunshine, we
shall become proud, arrogant, self-sufficient,
forgetful of others. But if we are preoccupled
with the Shepherd, we shall survive the peril

of both the shadows and the sunshine.,"

May God help us to become preoccupied with Christ



ﬁd trust Him fully and follow Hip wherever He leads.

Invitetlons: 1: To Christians who have wandered from Christ

end ere filled with doubt, to come back to full fellowship,
and commit their lives to Him,

2, To the lost to come ang receive Jesus as Saviour, that
He might Tecome their Great Shepherd.
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Clagsification: Texual




