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PHILIPPIANS 3:7 - 16  "That [ may know Him." vs 10
Intro: J. I. Packer Knowing God. "That's all right - [ have known God and
they have not."

Verse 7 "But what things were gain to me, these 1 have counted
loss for Christ." (NKIV)
- gain, profit - plural, lit. gains - The various items of
privilege are regarded separately. (Vincent).

("A Tribe") M & M

- things which come under the category of gain

- perf. Ind. of , to

consider, to reckon, to count as. The perfect indicates a completed
action with continuing results (LXGNT)

- 1think, T am of opinion (Souter)

- Primarily to lead the way; hence, to lead before
the mind, account (Vine)

- The perfect tense implies that he still counts them as
loss. (Vincent)

- lead, guide - think, consider, regard (A & G)
- loss. Used for a loss at sea (Acts 27:10) and used in
the papyri of a commercial or business loss.

(LKGNT)
- Notice the singular number, loss, and the plural
gains.  The various gains are all counted as one
loss. (Vincent)

- Damage, loss (Vine)

- damage, disadvantage, loss, forfeit (A & G)




Philippians 3:7-16 P2
Two requirements for "That I may know Him" in v. 10

1 - loss of all things, advantages, substitutes

2 - righteousness in Christ by faith

(D)

)

Loss is a word that truly expresses what Paul is saying about his pre

Christian life.  There is an additional prismatic glance into this word -

an even more inclusive (7) view of what Paul was saying. The word

loss can also be translated forfeit. The only thing you can forfeit is

something you already possess. This means that Paul thought he had amassed
a huge amount of grace by his actions, his super zealous and hyper righteous
practice of the Jewish faith, and his vicious persecution of the early Christians
and the Church, What favor from God he thought he had earned he forfeited,
all his accomplishments were counted as loss, becanse through faith in Christ he
was saved by the grace of God. (James/Corley)

What things - The Greek might almost be paraphrased, "the kind or class
of things which", including anything and everything, as ground of reliance,
other than Christ.

gain - gains - The plural suggests the proud and jealous care with which
the religionist would count over the items of his merit and hope. One by one
he had found them, or had won them; each with its separate value in the
eyes of the old self.

Those - There is emphasis and deliberation in the pronoun.

I counted - Lit. and better, I have counted. The perfect tense indicated
not only the decisive conviction but its lifelong permanence.

loss - a singular noun. The separate and carefully counted gains are
heaped now into one ruthless estimate of loss. From the new point of
view, they all sink together,

He does not mean that he discovered these things to be in themselves
evil things. But he found them evil in respect of his having used them to
shut out the true Messiah from his obedience, faith

(note: bottom of page 2 copy cut off last line.... call RD)
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P.3

(2) cont'd
worthless, but positive loss. Every day of reliance on them had been a day of delay
and deprivation in regard of the supreme blessing.

(3)

)

()

©

for Christ - on account of the Christ; because of the discovery

of Jesus as the true Messiah, and of the true Messiah as no mere supreme

supernatural Jewish Deliverer, but as Son of God. He cast away entirely

all the old reliance, but, observe, for something infinitely more than equivalent.
(Moule)

" All such things which Tused to count up as distinct items with a miserly
greed and reckon to my credit - these I have massed together under one
general head as loss." {(Lightfoot)

But - depicts the all-changing "revaluing of all values." In
the light of Christ Paul sees the guilt, wrong and rejectableness of the
supposed "irreproachable life" of Pharisaic righteousness, and how it
endangered the soul's salvation. (NIC)

- Notes: RD -ill. Acts 27:17, 38 - They were forced to throw over,
jettison things valuable, counted as gain, in order to save life on board.
Things once considered valuable, are in the way now and must be cast
overboard.

The prerogatives mentioned above were real privileges viewed from his
old Jewish standpoint, might even be justly regarded as paving the way to
salvation. (EGT)

The introductory BUT must be given its full force. The time has come, in
Paul's telling of his past life, for him to state clearly the reassessment - "The
transvaluation of all values" - which followed directly upon his conversion.
He opens this section with a strong asseveration: BUT -

- He does not simply take up a neutral or negative attitude to them, he
rejects them with disgust (Barth), and treats them as a liability and something
to be abhorred (v. 8 refuse or dirt).

The last phrase for the sake of Christ gives the key to Paul's
motivation. In place of the things he rejects and recoils from, he sets the
knowledge of Christ. That knowledge began in his conversion, and
I counted, thought a perfect tense, includes an illusion to what happened
on the Damascus Road. (NCB)
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(7 The tense I counted is perfect - reminds us that the transformaton in Paul's
life did not come about gradually and unconsciously, although the preparation
must have been a process. It came suddenly and dramatically.

(Tyndale)

(8) The conjunction introduces a striking and earnest
contrast.

On account of Christ - These things didn't win him and
kept him from winning Christ. When he won, he was losing; nay the
more he won, the more he must lose. All his advantages in birth, privilege,
sect, earnestness and obedience, were not only profitless, but productive
of positive loss, as they prevented the gaining of Christ, and justification
through the faith of Christ (Eadie)

- (9)  Paul has reversed his whole outlook on life. (A. T. Robertson)

(10) The word "those" is emphatic, namely, "these things."
- Counted - after mature consideration, Paul came to a settled conviction
with regard to the matter. (Wuest)

(11) When we come to verse 7, we have one of those great hinges of Scripture
upon which truth furns. (Pentecost)

(12)  The reununciation in v 7 sts forth the leading themese of the whole - The
"gain - loss" metaphor and its reason, "because of Christ."
with striking asyndetion ( )
but no less bold contrast, Paul renounces his former advantages, those "gifts"
and "achievements" which qualify him above others to have "confidence in
the flesh."

"Whatever things" and its accompanying demonstrative, "these things," occupy
the emphatic first position in their respective clauses, while the contrasting "gain"
and "loss”, occupy the emphatic final position.

What is being renounced in particular, as v. 9 makes clear, is his "blameless as
to the righteousness in the law." Still in view is the warning against succumbing
to Jewish identity symbols, which are now shown by way of personal example
to be quite unrelated to righteousness.
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(13)

The renunciation is expressed in the language of the market place, "gains" -
profit - and "loss". As v8¢ indicates, the word "gains" harks back to 1:21,
where "to die is gain" refers to gaining Christ through death. The present
usage is a clear play on the metaphor. Paul's former "profts" are now a
collective "loss" because of his ultimate "gain", Christ himself. While he
cannot renounce - nor does he wish to - what was given him by birth
(circumcision, being a member of Israel's race, of the tribe of Benjamin,
born of true Hebrew stock), he does renounce them as grounds of boasting,
along with his achievements that expressed his zeal for the Law.

Hence the significance of his use of the verb, "[ have come to
consider them as loss" rather than a simple affirmation, "What things
were gain are now loss," which would have been imprecise and
misleading. {NICNT- Fee )

It should not be surprising to discover in these verses a radical and rapid
shift in Paul's tone from that of joy and affection for the Philippian Christians
to that of violent hostility against those who would undermine the spiritual
vitality of his friends.

That Paul's emotions are running high can be seen not only in the vivid and
even abusive language he uses to describe his opponents ("dogs", "workers of
evil," mutilators"), but also in the large number of figures of speech that

appear in so brief a paragraph:

1. Anaphora, the repetition of the same word ( ) at
the beginning of 3 successive clauses,

2. Paronomasia, the clever play on words, similiar in sound
( ) but set in oppostion to each other so as to provide

heightened antithetical  force.

3. Poly the repetition of the same conjunction ( )
in close succession.

4. Allteration in -K  ( )

5. Short, disjointed Cola sentences of approximately the same
length.

6. Chiasm, where the noun-phrases alernate positions in a criss-cross
fashion with the participles - all employed for rhetorical eftect.

These opponents of the gospel of grace that Paul preached appear to
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be visitors from abroad who were threatening to ndo the work of the apostle at
Philippi. Apparently they required that men be circumcised before they could
acceptably worship God.  According to Paul their religion was a ritual of
externals that fostered pride in their own achievements instead of boasting in
Christ Jesus, and that encourage a confidence in themselves instead of a
reliance on the Spirit.

Whether or not the conjunction belongs to the original text there is,
nevertheless, a marked transition at this point.

There are several things worth noting here:

1. Paul stresses the importance of human decision and judgment in any
radical change of outlook on life such as he experienced. (Not only emotional - Is
salvation an emotional decision? RI)

The verb means "to think, consider, regard," and the
perfect tese that Paul uses here implies that he has come to that
final decision only after considering matters "with deliberate judgement." 1t
is still true that divine grace far from annihilating the faculties of man stimulates
them rather and recreates them in freedom." (Collange) '

2. Paul describes this change in outlook on his part in business terms,
using the familiar of profit ( }and loss ( ). The
metaphor is the familiar one of the balance sheet with its columns marked
"assets" and "liabilities".

3. Paul admits that there were certain things in his past that were in
fact gains for him, or things that he did in fact consider as gains. They were
not merely potential or supposed gains - the verb is indicative,
and ("for me") in dative of advantage, pedigree, covenant-connections,
zeal, and the like, Paul actually valued. They did contribute to his well-being on
the human plane (Rom. 9:1-5; 11:1-2).

4. Nevertheless Paul now bundles up these many gains and treats them
all as a single loss.

In Paul's thinking, the decision he made was not the decision to go from
good to better, nor was it the surrender of a valued possession. It was an
abandoning. In the process of reevaluation, he perceived with horror that
the things he had hitherto viewed as benefiting him had in reality been working
to destroy him because they were blinding him to his need for real righteousness
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which God required that he in no way could achieve by his own efforts,
however earnest they may be.

5. This radical transvaluation of values took place within the apostle
("because of the Christ).

- He means that his own outlook on life was adically altered "because

of the fact of Christ." That is to say, Paul, encountering the risen Jesus

on the Damascus road, understanding there that he was the Christ, the

Messiah whom he longed for and worked for totally unawares, gladly gave

up all his former advantages to gain this one person of supreme worth."

(Word)

P.7
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Verse 8

"More than that, T count all things to be loss in view of the
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom

1 have suffered the loss of all things, and count them but rubbish
in order that I may gain Christ." (NAS)

The presence of so many particles is clearly
for the purpose of emphasis, and could be translated, "Yes the

previous is @true but more than that I also..." (LK)
(it

- present act, part. - I am superior,
I am supreme, I surpass (Souter)

- Aor. Pass. Ind. - to suffer loss.
The aorist points to the definite period of his conversion. In that
great crisis all his legal possessions were lost. (LK)
- Tinflict damage (loss} upon, fine, I punish. (Souter)

- refuse. It refers to etther human execrement,
the portion of food rejected by the body as not being nutritive,
or it refers to the refuse of leaving a feast, the food thrown away
from the table. (LK)

- sweeping, refuse, especially dirt, dung. Popularly used of the
human skeleton. (Souter)

(1) All things - an advance on those things of v. 7 dung - refuse -
Either execrement or what is thrown away from the table.
(Vincent)

(2) He adds a twofold new weight to the assertion; I count
(not only "I have counted), emphasizing the presentness of
the estimate; and all things, not only specific grounds of reliance.

- of Christ Jesus my Lord. Note the solemnity and fulness

of the designation. Observe too the characteristic "my Lord."
There is a Divine individualism in the Gospel, in deep harmony
at its truths of community and communism, but not to be merged
in them.

T suffered - a reference to the crisis of his renunciation of the old
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his knowing is not simply "Christ, nor even "Christ Jesus", but
"Christ Jesus my Lord."

One more time, like a composer giving his theme yet another
variation, Paul repeats: "because of whom I have lost all

things and consider them rubbish." The first element in these

two clauses is straight repetition. But the second element catches
us by surprise, expressing as it does the depth of feeling Paul had
for those who would "advantage" his Gentile converts with what

is so utterly worthless. Rubbish is well known to denote "refuse”,
especially of the kind that was thrown out for the dogs to forage
through. Although it is possible to mean "dung" here, more likely
Paul is taking a parting shot at the "dogs" in v. 2, especially since
he uses language very much like this in I Cor. 4:13 to refer to all
that is off-scouring and refuse. Paul sees them strictly as disadvantages,
as total loss, indeed as "foul-smelling" street garbabe fit only for
||d0gs. H

Paul expressing the goal of his "revising the balance sheet” uses
two verbs "gain" and "found" (v. 9). Paul now implies that the
gaining of Christ requires the loss of all former things, because
to be rich in Christ means to be rich in Him alone, not in Him
plus any other gains. Grace plus anything cancels out grace.

(NIC-Fee)

(6) The previous statement of v, 7 is emphatically reinforced,
and there is a noticeable and significant progression in thought:
first, instead of the previous perfect tense which
brings out the present significance of Paul's previous decision. ...
the present is used (twice) with continuous

force. His earlier decision was no impulsive act of breaking

with the past; rather, it was a deep-seated resolution, and he
~continues, up to the time of writing, to regard everything as

loss for the sake of Christ.

Secondly, a further advance is signalled by (all
things). Paul not only regards his personal heritage and
achievements as loss for the sake of Christ. Now he considers
"everything" on which he might place his fleshly confidence to
be positively harmful.

There is a progression of thought as he enlarges on the meaning
of (v. 7} , the
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present participle neuter of (rise above, surpass,
excel), is used as a substantive for the "surpassing greatness."

(it. of knowledge), is a genitive of opposition,
signifying the matchless worth is the knowledge of Christ, while
' is an objective genitive, indicating that Christ
Jesus is the One known.

Paul's understanding of is controlled by O. T.
ideas of knowledge, on the one hand of God's knowledge, that is,
the election of his people and on the other hand of his people's
knowledge of him as a loving and obedience response to his grace.
In the O. T. knowledge signifies "living in a close relationship with
something or somebody, such as a relationship to cause what may be
called communion." To know God was regarded as of paramount
importance (Hosea 6:6; 4:1, 6) and meant to be in a close personal
relationship with him. He clearly emphasizes thaqt it is "the only
knowledge worth having, a knowledge so transcendent in value
that it compensates for the loss of everything else.”

- "My Lord" - Here and only here alone in his
writings do we find the intensely personal Christ Jesus my Lord; and
it would be a dull reader indeed who did not mark the warm and
deep devotion which breathes through every phrase."

- He proceeds to spell out the purpose for
which he treats everything as loss - "that I may gain Christ, " an
expression that is parallel to (v. 9), and

{v. 10}.

The more you know (explanations) the less you have to trust.

To gain Christ and to know Him are then two ways of expressing
the same ambition. He desires to know Christ more, for he wants
his personal relationship to deepen.

His ambition is to gain Christ perfectly, a goal that will be fully
realizedd only at the end. But as he continues to estimate earthly
things at their true value, with his ambition in full view, so he gains

Christ day by day in an ever-deepening relationship.
(NIGNTC)

(7) There are 4 aspects in which Paul notes progress in the years
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he has known Christ,
(1) - Growth_ in the knowledge of the Lord.

(2) - He has become more consecrated to him. The more we
know of Christ, the more we gladly give all to him and for him.

(3) - Anincrease of suffering.
(4) - Satisfaction - v. 8

(Motyer)
(8) This change from the perfect tense to the present tense
of the same verb is deliberate. In
it Paul is saying that the settled decision he made in the past

... is not enough. 1t must be reinforced daily by continuous
conscious moral chotces against depending on himselif.

(Word)
(9) V. 8 extends the former statement of v. 7 in two ways
1. - The substitution of the present tense for the perfect
tense ; 2 - the expansion of

(Lightfoot)

end of verse 8
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Verse 9

"and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ,
the righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith." (NAS)

- aor. pass. subj - to find. pass

to be found. The idea involved a revelation of true character.
(LK)

- - Ifind, especially after searching (Eurikal)

but in Phil. 3:9 possibly, I surprise. (Souter)

- Be found. Discovered or proved to be. (Vincent)

- - after seeking, find, discover, come upon.
(A&G)

(1) So "to gain Christ" is to be found (by God, a divine passive: ¢f 1:29)
in him, enjoying the new status of a man cleared of guilt and accepted

in God's presence. The juridiial favor of "being found" in Christ

at the last day of divine judgment, now brought into the present as

a transformed eschatological act of acquittal, is clear from what

follows. "To be found in him and to be justified are the same thing.
Justification here carries the eschatological meaning of vindication

at the divine court by the possessing of an acceptable righteousness,

right relationship with God, granted by God Himself.

Paul's autobiographical section says three things;

1 - Such a gift of righteousness stands in diametrical contrast
to arighteousness of my own.

2 - Such righteousness coming to a trusting person is God's
gift. It is righteousness from God. Justification comes because
of Christ's faith, 1. e. His faithful obedience to the Father.

3 - The medium through which the divine righteousness or
God's saving power, exercised in liberating His people and
setting them in good relations with himself reaches men is
faith.
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The variation in the prepositional phrase - that depends on faith -
brings in the human response, which is a grateful acknowledging
of what God has done, an acceptance of it, and a commitment to
live by it in the terms of Gal. 5:6. (NCB)

(2) That the future element attends Paul's expression "that I may

gain Christ" (8), is corroborated now by the coordinate expression
"and that I may be found

in him" - meaning, "to be found when surprised

by death."

Here the apostle's mind seems to focus on the comind day of
judgment when he must stand before God who is the judge of
all the earth. Thus, Paul is led back to a favorite topic of his -
- "righteousness." Often, both in
Hebrew & Greek, the words "righteous”
"righteousness” and the related
verb "to justify" were used as
legal terms. 1In a court of law the judge, who had to decide
between two parties, was forced “to justify" the one and
"condemn" the other. He had to decide in favor of one and
against the other. Thus, "to justify" often meant "to give a
persen his rights," "to vindicate or exonerate" him, or, "to
declare him in the right." What is important to observe is that
this decision did not necessartly depend on the moral character
of the person involved.

Faith in its strictest sense is not intelletual assent to a series of
propositions about Christ, but the act of personal trust in and
self-surrender to Christ. It is the movement of one's whole
soul in confidence out toward Christ. It is the "yes" of the
whole personality to the fact of Christ.

In this one verse Paul distills his great fondamental doctrine
of justification by faith:

- 1. All human beings are alienated from God.

- 2. No one can possibly reestablish the necessary
right relationship with God by his own efforts.

- 3. God must take the iniative to restore this right
relationship. The source of true righteousness
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is the redemptive act of God himself.

-4.  God has indeed taken this iniative in Christ, his life,
death and resurrection.

-5 God's iniative must be met with human response. Right
relationship with God is established by one's faith in Christ,
that is to say, by one's continual confession of total dependence
upon Christ for the necessary true righteousness, by one's
personal trust in Christ and surrender to Christ.

-6 Faith in Christ, then, is another way of stting what it means
to be found in Christ, incorporated in him, and united with
him to such a degree that all that Christ is and has done is
receiced by the person who trusts in Christ.

(Word)

The apostle now states his supreme goal in terms of his full par-
ticipation in Christ and, in effect, explains what he means by
gaining Christ. The long sentence of vv 8-11 has thus used
parallel and overlapping expressions to refer to Paul's ultimate
aims: he desires to know Christ fully, to gain him completely,

and to be found in him perfectly, final goals that are befoe him day
by day.

- "be found in him." Having stated
that his ambition is to gain Christ ( v.8),
Paul continues ( } the purpose construction and explains
what gaining Christ means. Their meaning is essentially the same,
so that being found in Christ explains what it signifies to gain him.
In what sense could it be said that Paul's aim was "to be ound in him?"
As a believer he is already "in Christ" having been united with his Lord
in his death and resurrection.

like the parallel verb , 1s an
aorist subjective and once again suggests that Paul is looking toward
the day of Christ. The apostle's great ambition is "to be found in him"
on that great occasion when every knee shall bow to Jesus as Lord.

Because of the wonder of knowing Christ here and now he gladly
jettisons everything else as loss for he knows that his supreme goal
can be realized on the occasion of the Great Assize "only if he is
continuously and progressively living in him during this mortal
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"To be found in Christ" really means "to be in him" (Phil. 2:7). It
is akin to notions of "prove to be, shown to be, turn out to be,"
though not in the sense of being recognized by others (but by
God - RD).

"not having
my own righteousness..." Paul's statement regarding his great
ambition to be united completely with Christ is immediately
followed by a long participial construction that contrasts two
kinds of righteousness. Two significant themes "being found
in Christ," and "righteousness”, are brought together in a close
relationship.

The three expressions (v. 8),
(v.9) and '

(v. 10) are regarded as parallel and overlapping expressions of

Paul's ultimate aims, that is, he desires to gain Christ completely,

to be found in him perfectly, or to know him fully.

This participial clause

indicates the manner in which he will be found perfectly in Christ,
that is, as one who does not have a righteousness of his own. The
present participle means "having" rather than
"holding fast."

The long participical construction contrasts two kinds of
righteousness in a sharp antithests.

The first "righteousness" is qualified two ways; first, by means
of the possessive adjective ("my own") and secondly,
through the prepositional expression
("that which comes by the law"), which further defines
By contrast ( ),

the righteousness that the apostle now has (and will continue to have
until the time when he is perfectly united with Christ) is qualified
by these three prepositional expressions, as to its basis or ground.

(through the
faithfulness of Christ, its grigin, (which is
from God), and the means by which it is received,

(received on the basis of faith.")
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In vs. 9, describes Paul's own moral
achievement, gained by obeying the faw and intended to establish
a claim upon God, particularly in view of the final judgment.

was nothing other than self-
righteousness.

Righteousness by law is a meritorious achievement which allows
one to demand reward from God and is thus a denial of grace.

The expression "my own righteousness by the law" is about
"attitudinal self-righteousness.” Although Paul begins his
discussion of Phil. 3:2-11 by recounting the privileges of his
Jewish inheritance (v. 5), he moves on to describe his personal
accomplishments (vv 5,6), in which he had placed his confidence.

(This is always the pattern: a person may start out to brag about
his heritage, but eventually he moves to bragging more about his
achievements - RD).

three - expressions of v. 6 point to individual per-
formance alongside Jewish status. A zeal for the law was good,
but not the self-righteousness that resulted. (It is nigh impossible
to talk about the good things you've done without becoming proud
and self-righteous about it, leading you to believe you are superior
to others and more acceptable to God - RD).

"But the righteousness which comes from God, through the faith-
fulness of Christ, is based on faith." In sharp and decisive contrast
a different kind of righteousness is what Paul will
have as one who is perfectly found in Christ when he stands before
God's tribunal.  This righteousness is different as to its origin
, 1t basis, or ground
and the means by which it is received

The apostle is using "righteousness" in two different senses here
in one verse. The earlier reference to "righteousness" described
Paul's own mral achievement, gained by obeying the law and
intended to establish a claim on God, it clearly had ethical
connotations. The second kind of "rightecusness", that which
comes from God, is not some higher kid of moral achievement
but is a relational term, denoting basically a right relationship
with God. It has to do with "the status of being in the right"
and thus of being acceptable to him. The righteousness which
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comes from God is God's way of putting people right with
himself (Rom. 3:21).

indicates that the source of this righteousness
is God himself] it stands in sharp contrast to
Paul viewed the two as mutally exclusive.

may be explained as referring
to "the faithfulness of Christ." (Cf. Rom. 3:3 where
denotes the faithfulness of God, and 4:16 which speaks of the
faithfulness of Abraham, seen in his unflinching
obedience to the Father's will and to the loving purposes of
salvation through suffering and death.

The apostle is asserting that the righteousness he possesses is
based on Christ's faithful obedience to the Father - clear proof
that Paul's rightcousness with God comes through sheer grace.

The final prepostional expression, specifies
man's answering response, with indicative "of that upon
which a state of being, or action, or a result is based."

(NIGTC)

When does Paul expect this "gaining" and "being found" to take
place? The answer lies with Panl's "already but not yet" escha-
tological perspective (cf - vv. 10, 11 that follow), which determines
his existence in Christ and serves as the basic framework for all of
his theological thinking. On the one hand, the first point of reference
is almost certainlyt future, looking to the "day of Christ” mentioned
In 1:6, 10 and 2:16. Such an understanding fits the future orientation
Both of the immediate context (vv 11-14) and of the letter as a
Whole (1:6). On the other hand, the modifying participle clause
(“having righteousness™) is oriented toward the present, as is the
Final purpose clause (vv 10, 11), which is grammatically dependent
On the present clause.

He expects to “gain Christ and be found in him on the day of
Christ, precisely because this is already his experience of Christ.

About “rightecusness” Paul makes four affirmations: To gain
Christ means 1 - to be done with my own “ righteousness”
(2) which is predicated on law; This new righteousness

(3) is “the from God } righteousness, which
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(4) is Paul’s “through faith in Christ.”

- In v. 6 “righteousness” denotes “upright behavior”, but
In the rest of the present sentence “righteousness” refers to one’s
Relationship with God.

At issue is the circumcision of Gentile believers. But in this
Argument, Paul has theologically transmuted circumcision
From an ethnic-religious “identity symbol, whereby in obedience
To Torah Gentiles become full members of the covenantal
People of God, into a means to and an expression of righteousness.
However, it is a thoroughly useless expression of righteousness -
“Foul-smelling street garbage” - and therefore no means to
Righteousness at all, because it not only makes an end run
Around Jesus Christ but puts cofidence in the symbol, mere
Flesh, rather than in the reality. Circumcision - and all other
Forms of Torah observance - means to “boast” in human
Achievement; and its “bamelessness” 1s expressed in ways that
Count for nothing ast all. One is thus neither righteous in the
Sense of being rightly related to God nor righteous in the sense
Of living rightly as an expression of that relationship.

(NIC-Fee)

(5) Found - compare Gal.2:17 where the verb involves the
Idea of surprise.

The possession of this righteousness is the one essential for
Acquittal at the tribunal of God.

1 - That righteousness is in diametrical contrast to
Mine own righteousness, 1. E. It cannot be acquired by human
Effort on the basis of the law.

2 - He stresses that it comes to the believer as the gift of God
In Christ. The righteousness which is of God.

3 - The medium through which the divine righteousness reaches
Men is faith. It is through faith

And by faith 1.e. On the basis of human
Response to the offer of the Gospel. The initiative is with God in
His provision of a saving righteousness in Christ, and human faith

Is the grateful acknowledging of this provision and acceptance of'it.

(Tyndale)
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“Knowing Christ” for Paul involves “participation in his suffering”

- and is a cuase for constant joy, not because suffering is enjoyable,
But because it is certain evidence of his intimate relationship with his
Lord. Not at last the opening imperative, “rejoice in the Lord,”
Which reiterates the same imperative in 2:18 in the context of
Suffering, begins to fall into place. The grounds for joy in the

Lord comes from “knowing Him” as one participates in His
Sufferings, while awaiting our glorious future.

If suffering and the temptation to become religous were causing
The dimming of such vision for some in Philippi, in contemporary
Western culture the dimming is for different reasons, more often
Connected with values related to material gain. Paul’s “Vision”
Seems to have the better of it in every imaginable way; and a
Common return to “the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus our Lord” could go a long way toward renewing the
Church for its task in the post-modern world. Our lives must be
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lJearn, akin to disciple.
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6t0ﬂ@0kﬁ; --seif-sufficient; independenit, contented,
sufficient in one's self, needing no
assistance.

(1) Content= Only here in N.T, Able to resist the shock

of circumstance.
(Vincent)
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At'first this is depressidz?bwgeul has learned to: be
self-sufficient -~ but that's Paul; :he's ant exceptlanal
person -- I'm just ordinary, lesg than ordlnaxy Bat
Paul goes on to reveal that it is not due to anythlng
that is in him - but-jt:1s thru Christ, the .same ChArist-
that is avallable To us all. . L R

(2) Paul s language is not dictated by want. et

Contents 1ndependent of external circumstances.
Socrates, when asked, "Who is the wealthiest?", replied,
"He that is content with least.”

(Lightfoot)

A Paul said, "Not that I speak in respect to want." With

A

many people, their conversation, 1anguage, everythlng o
‘they say, is Ld reference to want; dominated, 1nf1uenced

Wt

by “desire, in. parsult ‘of “gelf-Satisfaction. .- They Speak...
froma niatform of discontent.

(3) These verses (10-18) exhibit a chatactéristic~. . ..
=combihation’ of delicacy and. indeperndence, .- )

g et
In vs 11 not is emphatic. R
Content: independent of help or wealth,
( P1lummer ) A
L3

(4) He has learned the setrat of deep peace based on~ i
detachment from his outward circumstances, “Thisg is ndt
fatalism or indolent acqulescence -- but a detachment
from anxious concern about the outward features of his
life,

(Tyndale)

e
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(5) CONTENT: "Carrying with me all I have." Independent,
not of grace, but of surroundings.
{Moule)

(6) He receieved the gift as the sy mbol of spiritual
good wrought in Philippi by his preaching.

Content: self- ~sufficiency, _having within one_what
p;gduces,cnntegtmenx4 Used of a 01ty that does not need

to 1mgo;; g E G o ; G

The mlnd, as 1t 1s thrown upon on its own resources,
learns its strength.

The apostie was content, angd that state of cont-
ment was the result of a lqng .and varied experience, ~€A090V.
In the use and position ofé)wu he gives prominenc® to
his own individual training and its result.

The contentment which the apostle universally and
uniformally possessed, sgprang nct from 1nd1fference,
apathy, or desperation. He felt the evil but surmounted

it -- a purer triumph than with a petrified heart to
be unconscious of it.
(Eadie)

(7) He had learned to be content, satisfied with what he
was and had, to be inwardly independent of the varying
outward circumstances.

(NIC)
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VERSE 12

-y N . 1
TodetvousOal __preg. pass. infin. of Taq&Ivow --1 make
lowt lower, I humble. Used of bringing to the ground, re-
ducing to a plain, as in Luke 3:5,

4
'ﬂ%paﬂseuew --exceed the ordinary (the necessary),
abound, overflow, left over.
,u_e,u\{‘lqu -- lst per. sing; per. pass. ind, of),\uei.)—
I initiate into the mysteries, I habituate.
?ﬂafﬂv‘lﬁé—cf}f“ -~ feed to the full, originally used of
feeding animals. To have plenty, to be satisfied to the
full.
’-‘ L) *
& VAV -~— pres., infin. of-u'€<véw -hunger.
f - [4 /
VorgpeLsfal  -- fromJeT4P€w ssuffer from want, to be
without.
(1) 1 am instructed: "Have I learned the secret.”" The
metaphor is from the initatory rites of the pagan mysteries.
(Vincent)

(2) Everywhere and in all things. A general expression
corresponding to the English "all and every."
{Lightfoot) N

~y,
(3) In @ - the apostle not of the results, but of the
sources of /1~0\9W. And that knowledge was not one-
sided, or an gcquaintance with only one aspect of life --
kol TaTevoUaLa -

The repetition of oéﬂh exhibits the earnest fulness
of his heart; and the rhetoric is even a proof of his
uniform satisfaction and complacency, for he writes as
equably of the one condition as the other.

In everything and in all things. The phrase,in its
repetition, expresses the unlimited sphere of initiation.

———

i
MEMUH AL ——The verb is borrowed from the nomen-
clature of the Grecian mysteries, and signifies the
learning of something with prepatory toil and discipline.

Tt _is not simply to have experience, but to have profited,
or_to have been instructed by that experience. T
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The Apostle's experience had led him to touch both
extremes. Eqguable, contented, patient and hopeful was
he in every condition.

3t

- The verbs employed by the Apostle are & abov -

O‘BQ -—/AQJKJv\pac. The first is general and 1looks to
experiential result, or the lesson of contentment. How
" he came to that lesson he tells us in &ada. , and how he
acquired this knowledge he says in_asulypat. There

was first the initiation into the various ‘states, then the
conseguent knowledge of their nature, and lastly, the
great practical lesson of contentment which was learned
under them.,

(Eadie)

*Paul was not only at peace with God but at peace with
himself,

*Contentment/constant/consistent. Cf. agL_li§)~"The
light and the dark are alike to God." :

*He was master of his situation, nhot mastered by it. Cf.
John 43"shall never thirst.”

L

i. Paul has learned the secret of contentment -- of
being self-contained. V.11

2. He learned it by being instructed in his experiences,
good and bad. This is the school he attended. v. 12

3. What is the secret he learned. "I can do all things
in Him...." v. 13,

{4) Now follows an eloquent description of the apostle's
detachment, the  repetition of I Kkhow and the sonorous
infinitives, to be abased, to abound, to be full, to

be hungry, to suffer need,adding to the impressiveness of
the personal testimony.

His abasement, tapeinousthail, reflects that of his
Lord (cf. Phil.2:8). It carries the thought of a
voluntary acceptance of lowly station, even poverty,
for Christ's sake. His disinheritance would follow
upon his becoming a Christian, and this is probably
in view in 3:7 (cf. 1 Cor. 4:110-13). There was also
the mental and emotional side of his refusal to assert
his right of maintenance from the churches (cf. 2:-Cor. 11:7}.

To Abound. "To overflow," which suggests a life of
prosperity.
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Mystery, initiated. A technical expression of the pagan
mystery cults which employed it of the initiation of

their adherents. As ritual initiation was no easy matter,
the school in which he was learning how to face life
victorously was a hard one, a fact which is amply attested
in his other writings. His "initiation" was no ecstatic
and secret affair. It meants willing to be a public
spectacle (I Cor 4:9ff) and to undergo all sorts of
hardships (2 Cor. 11:23ff) for Christ's sake.

{ Tyndale)

(5) He has learned(v.11l) in the school of life, and now
he knows by virtue of his own experience both how to

be abased by need, etc.

(NIC)

{6) In each and all-- a vaguely comprehensive expression.

Have abundance and be in want. Once more (2323 3:7-9)
the Apostle repeats without s scruple in order to express
his meaning fully.

(Plummer).

(7) Initiated--the word probably implies a difficult
process to be gone through, Cf. Psa 25:14: "The secret
of the Lord is with them that fear Him.. ."

{EGT)

(8) "1In everything and in all things..." Paul uses the

particular and the general in an effort to cover completely
the whole of life's varled experience.
“(Robertson)

(9) Everything and in all things: "in the details and

in_the total."
Moule)

¢;£QA$AJKJ&§5 70 5&4}VLc¢odzd:f ,Aiﬁlnvjyg., Horglcf =
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VERSE 13

) ¢
& v .
(sxV --1 have gtrength, I am strong, I am in
full healith and vigor. (Souter)

Signifies to be strong, to prevail (Vine).
To be is possession of one's powers, be in good health;
have power, be competent (A&G)

In classical Greek used of being superior to others,
being the victor, gaining the upper hand, prevail (DNTT).

4 ~
&v J’U"ayu oUTL

2
with power.

(1) Strengthened: "infuses strength into me."
(Vincent)

(2) Lit. "in Him"; united with ﬁig., The statement is
a paradox and a profound truth. His dependence_opn
Chrigt is the secret of his 1ndependence.

(PLummer )

(3) The confession which at the same time reveals
the secret of his contentment under all circumstances, does
not stay out.

NIC - ; ARG
( )7 ST 5o T & 55,,3_5,%“‘%;

**It is not so much that Paul has learned some self-help
technlcs to overcome bad situaticons or 7 dos and don'ts

“of depre851on ~—- what " hé " has learned is that he can do

all things in Christ.

Qﬁ_ﬂ_thxgyﬁfﬁiﬁfﬁﬁén Chrlst you never know He is all
you need until He is all you've got.

** All the formulas, self-helps, power principles for
peace in pain and prosperity, etc., boil down to one
property -- the gtrengthening grace BF Christ,. Ill-ice,
steam, water, fog, =*=H20Q.

There comes a time when suddenly all the pat formuals

no longer work. Why? We have come to put our trust in
them rather than in the indwelling Christ. And we end up
preaching principles instead of a Person. Christ never
offered men anything but Himself, never invited them to

anything bBUut nImserf s John 4: Come to ME and drink,
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(4) His "sel-sufficiency” and equanimity in meeting all
1ife's demands_has not come thru a mechanical self-
discipline or fixed resolution.

- The aposties is insisting that in every conceiveable
circumstance he finds the strength which vital union with
Christ supplies to be adeuate for maintaining his
Postolic work.

(Tyndale)

(5) In Him that infuses strength into me.

(Lightfoot)

(6) "I can do all things IN _HIM strengthening me."” It is

;ggmgplrltual might that thé verb refers, and t@?ﬁhﬂigﬁf
has no llmltatlons.

6V ‘ﬂﬂ "SUVMOVVT( ME&—-the prep031t10n év marks the unlon
through which this moral energy_ is engoyed -="in Him
strengthening me,™ that is, in His strength communicated
to me.

The Apostle claims a moral omnipotence, and allows
no limit to its sweep or energy. His allusion is probably,
however, to a certain sphere of operatlon, such as that
presented in ocutline in the previous verses. Where
unassisted humanity should sink and be vanquished, he
should prove his wondrous superiority,

The verse is virtually climatic. After saying that
he had learned contentment under every condition, he
adds, in earnest and final summation ﬁ;ngg_ggggg_alone,
ggg_all khings_ I _can do in Him strengthening me, _IT

is _also to be.borne in mlnd that this ability came not

n——

from his commission as an apostle, but : from his faith

as a_saint. The endowment was not of miracle, L&, But of~
grace. -

(Eadie)

ADDITIONAL NOTES

(1) Paul uses one of the great words of pagan ethics.

This self-sufficiency was the highest aim o ic 8&thics.

By altarkeia the Stoics meant g_state of mind in which
a man_was absolutely and entlrelyﬂlndﬂagggsﬁi_2£mgié
Things and of all people, a state in which a man
taught himself to ne€d noEHIng and to need no one.
SG€rates was once asked who was thé wealthiest man., He
answered: "He who is content with least, for autarkeia,

self-sufficiency, is nature's wealth."
(Barclay)




Phil, 4v11-13 P, 8

(2) Note how Paul's words follow one another: "I have learned'--
been put through a course of teaching and have had a teacher;

"I know" ~- it has become familiar to me, I understand it;

“I am initiated” -- if there is a secret in it, something

hidden from the natural man, I have been led into that,
out and in, through and through,*

(EB) 94

(3) V.11 -~ It is significant that Paul had to "learn"
this virtue. Tontentment is not natural to most of
mankind, T

(EBC <~ Expositor's Bibie Commentary )

(4) V. 11: Paul's appreciation of the Philippiang!
assistance is not expressed out of a sense of need.
(NCB ~- New Century Bible) éﬁ:

(5) V. 11-- T have learned." I is slightly emphatic. He

img;igsmgg”qppeal to them to learn His secret for them- -

§,§‘_1\Les . Z‘/J i
"Have learned." 1It is possible that he refers tod .

the time of waiting for thel¥"31d as the learning time;
1 leéarned, Tin that interval; "3 Tesson of ‘content,"

V. 13 -~ "Strengthens" -- it imports (implies) the
supply on the one hand and reception and realization on
the other of a supernatural ability coming out in action.
(Moule -~ Cambridge Bible)
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