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Text: Miceh 5

INTRODUCTION: The first preacher to ever tell the story of Bethlehem

was an eighth century prophet of the 0ld Testament by the name of
Micah. Others before him had prophesied of a coming king, but
Micegh wes the Tirst to name the place of His birth. When the
wise men ceme to Herod inquiring of the birthplace of the King of
the Jews the scribes and chief priests quoted from this prophecy.

This message from Micah concerning the coming Ruler came at a
desperate time and was sorely needed. The passage (verse 1) re-
veals that the birth of thls Ruler would be preceded by a time of
deep degradation and violence. Even the holy clty is described
as 2 daughter of troops because she was so filled with violence
and bloodshed. Nothing more clearly shows the shame and misery of
the nation as does the prophecy that the judges shall be smitten
on the cheek. The slap on the cheek indicates the reproach which
would fall upon the people as a result of their unrighteousness.
We have heard much in our time about a loss of prestige.

The blessed message of Micah is a contrast between the shame
and reprosch of God's people and the glory that shall come when
their King sppears. It 1s a message of hope and promise. It is
2 message needed in this hour. We are facing the same situation,
both political snd religious. But our resl hope is in the King
whom Micah prophesied would come and whom we know has come and
is reigning in our hearts and whose kingdom shall someday cover

the earth as waters cover the ses.
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Let us consider the mea?age of the coming King,

i &) \n‘ ) i { 'v,|.‘L.,(() ﬁ
e St " LA
I. CONSIDER THE PERSON 0 TiE KING. N R
- i C £ AL
Th ad) Veu :;f‘-), A \ A (k“
(Verse 2) N P*“a‘vﬂ.((lld)’ﬁﬂ}'i
| L |t :} { ’;_ A ? fanis g (& 7

!JQ/)\

1. He 1s a King of poverty.

He was born not in Jerusalem where men might expect the
T ——— A.‘\
King to apprear, but in lowlx Bethlemhem., The birth of the
Messiah in Bethlehem nresupposeé’inay the family of David, out
of which it sprang, will have lost fhe throne end fallen into

poverty. Bethlehem was too small to be on the map. Micah

means to emphasize the rustic and popular origin of the Messiah,

Imagine how such a promise would affect the crushed
peasants of Micgh's day. A Saviour, who wes one of themselves,
not born up there in the capital, foster-brother of the rich
who oppressed them, but born among the people, sharer of their
tolls and of their wrongs--1it would bring hope to every

broken-heart of the disinherited poor of Israel.

"The poor had the gospel preached unto them, and the common

,{ people heard Him gladly. va ;
o N i 10/ e
L - \M w\’(}j‘ ™ \ ,)J v Fj,. ’VUL /L’/b
2., He is a King of perpetual power, Y yn®
] o
( %>é¢))f4)--The word "ruler"“ﬁeang the right or the

power to do anything. The participle carries the idea of

S

continuous, perpetusl rule and power., He eternally

rules in power., Ruling i1s recognized in prophecy as one

of the chlef functions of the Messiah. p Jié%¢wwq/
. 3, ) (ORI b v
L " N — P NE T g T (AT
- . ce PN Epplend |2 Y U* ‘:M:f “u.cMszE—g by ﬁi”{f‘nw\
W sy, 3 - o A W 1 e
i .“?ﬂg 3. He is a King of pre-existence. b kﬂuﬂ i),
b ] - , ¢ , b ¥ vy 1
Bt NSy )nxF) DN, "His goings forth are from old, from
' -7 o T T

the days ol eternity. The word is derived from a word
meaning, "to be hidden;" hidden beginning.
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This generation from eternity distinguishes the child from

all other descendents o7 David, and this generation also

qualifles Him for His work eternal Ruler of Israel. He was be-

He gpreared.

II.

CONSIDER TLE PROGRAM OF THE KING.

(Verses 4-€) e
Y‘f' - i‘\\
. desfription

What follows is the blessings which the

Messigh will bring;

€ Truit of the birth-pangs.

AL L

1. He will provide for His people. (Vs. &) v~
( T?}r)"p T17Y), "And he shall stand and feed in the
strength of Jehovah." These two verbs are perfects with

the wgw conversive, having the force of the imperfect,

They denote repetition, practice, habit of life, His

program wWill De one of repeated provision for His people;

as often as they have need, He will provide.
ThN——— Te—

(1) The country folk knew what the figure of standing
meant: the habitual, alert attitude of the shephard,

(2) This feeding i1s done in the strength =nd majesty of

» S5 o

PN ”}aJehovah,.lgplying endless resources.
: ,\LLLLV"{ PJ . : e
SN (e QY R TN TY1),"in the strength of Jehovah,

in the majesty of the name of Jehovah.” This

1s His authority to be our shephard.

2. He will give His people a permanent dwelling place.

| (Vs. &)
( % :1 Q/%?? ), "And they shell dwell (in peace and
safety)." ;he verb 1s imperfect to denote permanence.
The word means to "remain undisturbed.” This is the

Temlth of Bis feedines and strength.



1 [ v v "‘“l[

.‘- T:fl),,nl'/‘! I’“"I ‘x‘o
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GO pat met £ (tetuat at"“) Py €
3+ He bring, Peace.to His people, 7« i+ Nawd(=d iy Vhay 405
(Verse 5) e pungtliy
(
m%‘ﬂ NTTD)), "ant this shall be pesce.” Actuslly
H
e does not bring peace, or give peace--He 18 peace; peece
Petecnified. pny receiving Him we receive peace. e
Peace comes only from "this One."
Q. ¢

18 Brotects Eis people, , g <o
(Verses 5,6) -

( l?‘?D})' "He will rescue us.” The perfect with wa¥
fonversive shows that He will continually deliver us in
times of distress and danger.

Asshur, the great world-power of Micel:l s time, stands
@S 2 type of all the enemies of the Messigh and H1S peopls.

Mce of capabla of men.

et

N ( 77.11): "tread," in the imperfect shows that a
} i continual struggle will go on between the enemy and

God's people; but He will continually rescue us. .=

( ]31 1), "waste," literally means "feed." EEgE shephards

The perfect with waw

m&mﬂrm carries the idea of repeatedly, as often as



III.

-G

ONSIDER THE PEOPLE OF THE KING

(*.’V“y*nea 7‘11‘)

1.

Wl

His Peoplie are a precious people. (Verse 7)

( (/’3 AR, "ana the remaent of
“ecob shall be in the midst of many peoples & dew."
The people of this King are as preclous and life-giving a8
dew and showers, They are refrshing, promoting new

1ife among the nations. Dew in Palesti_n,ﬁﬁd_l%—mwt‘y—e——lmt

months wes the only source of life for the plants.

Hls people are = powerful people. (Verse 8)
( ) )9 7) "As a young lion,”" emong Saten's flocks,
N a
depriving him of hisg seehp and tearing down the strongholds
| \
of sin{ This is a strange contrast to the dew. We often
forget that while Christ is the Lamb, He is also the Lion.

In verse 9 ( ;] T2 07 S)) the hand 1lifted is a sign

of strength, as contrasted with the hand hanging down

in wegkness and ineffectiveness.

His people are a purified people. (Verse 10-13)

These verse give a picture of the cleansing ol the people.

The Lord purifies His people by removing all forms of -
idolatry end taking away all military might so that thelr

—

trust 1 'nay be in Ged—alone.

(1) ¢ 7 D )D Wj/) /]_)T)’)),"I will destroy your

horses." TheJ Wlll be deprived of the implements

of war. The power of God's people is not to be

*O”\ub S
miﬁ”t ary but spiritual.
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(2) f]"* ‘7(¢[ /)7), M1 will root up your 1dol."

(Verse 14). They are deprived of the comfort of

false religion. ‘"/)‘ -} ,"\4'. v v -0 T Z\.

The removal of all these things by Jehoveh ;g_gmblessing

ense; thls

from the Lord. These verbs have the imperfect S

— et e b AR

work 1is going on at pregent, and will continuee.

_ONCLUSIONS The King has come and these things have been resallzed

in our lives. To those who bow in submission 10 the King there

1s peace and safety; To. those who do nogﬂgggd_ﬁhls word, God says

Y,/ L "
in verse 15, "I will*'execite (1mperfect—-repeat6dly) vengeancee.

( $)E7’7'ZJ) "heard," is a perfect, jndicating a time in the
s definite declision not

experience of the people when they mad e
to accept this King and obey Him, To those who yield there 1is

His blessings; to those who refuse there is His wrath.



