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J& (he presence of Jesus always made a wmarked di;furence
) X UM_“d.. =
wherever He was. No one ever ignored Jesus. You could always

e was on the scene, The quality of conversation always
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changed. where there was [ear, there becawme hope and peace,
where there was sadness, there became joy; where there was a
iuneﬁ}al, there was a resurrection. Jesus' presence always made

nce.,
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jesus sald, "As the lrather hath sent me, so send I you., "

Does your presence make a difference? A Christian's presence in

an office, at home, or at school OUGHI to make a difference, It

ought to be like salt to decaying meat; it ought to be like ligh

to darkness; it ought to be like medicine to a sick man. Christians

are to affect the world in which they live. Jesus didn't say,

"Blessed are ij? 0
g2~
arie.

3lessed are those who do somethin; é whose presence

3lessed are the peace lovers.'" He saild,

peacemakers, "
has an active effect on the world in dic“ they live. Yes, our
method of affecting the world is through this quality of peacemaking.

If you study carefully the word of God, you'll find that the

word peace has two aspects Lo it--@ negative and é?positive-a&pact.
‘egatively, the word peace mcans the cessatlon of hostilit%éhihe end
of war. But, there is also a positive element to peace. L[here 1is a
bringing about of the blessing of God. Illustrations abound in American
hlstory. we bomb a city and then we build it., we go into a country
and we alsolutely demolish it, and then we give all the money we

have to rebuild it, LVYeace doesn't simply wean tuat we stop vombing,

hi.



feace awans that we start rebuilding what we've mombed,

ihe Jivle talks about us having peace with one another, and
this doesn't simply mean that we have stopped fighting witih one
another, but it means that I bring into your life a quality of
life whereby the blessings of God come upon you., we should bring
a quality of life to a school, howe, or office, where the blessings
of God are inevitable.

[here are two significant things about the position of this
beatitude, It obviously comes as number seven out of eight,
dowever, this beatitufle is the last beatitude that describes the
character of the Christian. The next beatitude, number eight,
doesn't describe the Christians® character but the character of the
world in wnhich the Christian lives. The last beatitgde describes
how the world reacts to the kind of person that &g&gﬁeup the first
seven beé%?é&ﬁgs. Thus, the last bealitude that defines what it
means to be a Christian is this one, number seven, '"'Blessed are
the peacemakers,"

Now, the first significant thing about its position is that it
comes last in the list of characterisitics of a Christian. By that,
God is saying that the apex of gkexChristian character is my
relationship to other people. ©Did you think the climaxé‘the
ultimate of my Christian character was my vertical relationship with
God? The 3ible never indicates that., One the contrary, the Bible
repeatedly teaches that the apex of my Christian character is my
ability to get along with other people, my horizontal relationships.

John 4:20 says, (Dunn paraphrady "If a man doesn't love his
brother whom he has seen, how in the world can he love God whoq%
he hasn't seen?" Thus, the proof of my love to God is my love to

my fellow man. The proof that my relationship to God 1s as it

should be is that my relationship to othler people is as it should be.
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{his is extremely important, because some of us will come to
church on sunday morning and sing the great songs, testiiy,
Ceacl. a ounday 8chool class, anu luus su plous that you'd think
we're walting for a vacancy in the Trinlty. 7et, if you'd call
-3

that person tonday through Saturday, you'll find that he's touchy,
quarrelsome, irritable, rude, impolite, and that being with him

is like being in the eye of a hurricane. He's stirring up trouble
2
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everywhere he goes. He's complalnlng_énd critical, unable to get
A

.

along with anybody.

Jet, if you ask this person, "Are you a great Christian,"
he would say, "Yes, because on Sunday I sing the great songs and
I teach a suncday school class, God says that if that's the extent
of your relidion, you're a phoney. You're just a fraudg’ﬁ‘hy?oerfféff
because God is not at all impressed with what you testify., what
impresses Cod is how you get along with people Monday through Saturday.
The climax of Christian character is ﬁgfg) your relationship to
other people. '"Blessed are the peacemakers."

Now, the second significant thing about the positim of this
beatitude is that it comes after all the others. Jesus is saying,
"Listen, you can't be a peacemaker untid first of all, you've
learned to be poeor in spirit. You can't be a peacemaker until,
first of all, you've mourned over your own failures, You can't be a pea

maker until you've learned what it is to be meek, being controllec
J > <

@

peac
Lv Sod and not your emotions, And did you know that if we were reall
b J J
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hungering and thirsting after righteousiness, we'c all be peacemakers?
Did you know that 1if all of us were pure in heart, we'd be peace-
akers? Did you know that if all of us were merciful as God 1is

, we would bDe peaccmakers? [ou cannoc Goave guaf ool oo lon hikp
right with your fellow man until Tiret o all

elationship right ...l sod. Lhls
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can ce (rue in a person's life ONLY after he has experienced Liie

~ow, what does it ukan to be & peacemaker? I think we could

uncerscand the word better if we would translate it as reconciliation.

5§;¢sseé—aft—tte*reeaaeiLergggfur they shall be called the children
&~ ) ///
of Goa." Lh(; Jromiseyls very lmportant., 1 am most like God when

I au dolng the work of a peacemaker. wlien my relatioanship is as it
should be with cthers, wuen I awm bringing men together,*when I ai
bringing in a quality of life that promotes peace, uaity, and harmony,
1 at thet wmoment am wmost like God., I shall be called---not by God,
but by the world--a child of God. Then and only then, shall I bad
recognized as a child of God., The most ignorant sinner in Texas
knows that the characteriéﬁ%c of a Christian is that he ought to
be able to get along with other people. Jesus said in John 13:35,
"3y this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have
love one to another,”

Let's look now and see how Jesus describes and demonstrates
this quality of peacemaking in his sermon,

1

Therefore if thou bring thy gift to the altar, and there
rememberest that thy brother hath ought against thee;

Leave there thy zift before the altar, and go thy way; forst
be reconciled to thy brother, and then come and offer thy

gift. Wedt 5°23-74
First of all, this matter of making peace with other people and
being reconciled is INDISPENSABLEZ [0 .Y FLLLOWSHIF wIIH GOD. Iy
relationship with other people is one of the most fragile relatiomnships,
and Sod says to handle it with care because you cannot have fellowship
£ you are not having fellowship with one another. Therefore,
1L my brother has something against me, before I try to worship,

belore I try to fellowship with God, I must be right with my brother.

lt@n I can Eelluwsnip with God.



Let's suppose that ymm we are in the same church and you

are sitting on the front seat on the west side of the church.
i am sicting on the west side of the church, and we both want to move
near to cae pulpic, out I doa't like you.You did soumething I don't
care foxr, so I don't want to get elose to you, but I can't get close
to that pulpit without getting closer to you. It is a physical
impossibility for two people to draw near to the same object without
drawlng near to each other,

Likewise, it 1is a spiritual impossibility for us to draw near to

. ¢%ﬂ@u&*44
God without drawing near to each other. You want to worship God,
angig‘ﬁan%—&o,£e£Lewshi?/ﬁiﬁh\Ged, but you don't care for Miss So-
and-So., Then, forget it. Yfguﬁre attempting a spiritual impossibility.
b ol

Fellowship and reconciliatfgaiare indispensable to your fellowship
with God. It is indispensable to your worship. God will not
accept your offering if youksre wrong with your fellow man. Now, the
church will accept it, because the church doesn't know it you're
right or not. lMan may accept your gift, but God will not.

I see a tremendous encouragement in this Scripture. I see
that when I preach, God déesn't look at my preaching, he looks at
my heart. when I teach a Sunday School class, he doesn't look at
the quality of my teaching, he looks at the quality of my heart. when I%
out witnessing, he doesn't look at how wonderfully I present the
plan of salvation, he looks into my heart. when I seal my envelope
on suncay morning and drop it into that plate, he doesn't look at the
amount, he looks into my heart. when I sing in the choir, God doesn't
listen to how beautifu the quality is, but he looks into my heart.
e tests my oflering by my heart. Lere is a law of the spiritual
world that you must know: the quality of the gift is determined by

the quality of the giver.

i



The acceptability of any act of worship 1s determined by Che
acceptabilicty of the worshipper. we as humans put all of our
attention on the things that we do or give., God does not see those
things first cfetl. He looks LO see what's in our heart, and if the
heart is not right, God rejects what we are offering. Thus, Jesus
mikes a very startling challenge. le says that if you are in the
very act of offering something unto the Lord--serving, praying,
worshipping--and suddenly you remember that Miss So-and-50 has
ought against you, stop what you are doing, go, and be reconciled.

Can you imagine what pandemonium this would cause in the
average 3aptist church? 1If all of a sudden, the Preacher closed
his 2ible and said, "Excuse me, folks," walked over to a man
sitting on the fifth row, and said, "I want you to forgive me for
what 1've done." 3uk khat's what Jesus said to do. ! Can you imagine what

.
would happen next Sunday morning if everybody in tﬁz; choir refused
to come out and sing until they were 1007 right with everybody in the
world--at least tried to get right? we might nd be able to start
the service until twelve o'clock Dbut I guaraantee you
that when we start it, God would be there in power.

Can you imegine what would happen in Sunday school next sunday
morning 1f every ~andry Schocl teacher decided to be obedici oo
the Word of :6d--to tac: 1: seriously as well as taking it literally--
and said, YI'm not going to offer my giff of teaching until I'm
right with everybody?" e might not have sunday School until
Zoruch Training time, but I guarantee you, when that teacher stood
to teach, he'd be annointed by God and God would accept him.

Do you plan to pray today? Lo you remember that someone has
ought against you? God will not accept your prayer until you are
reconciled, OUne of thie most painful things we do is to be

~acarncilad T Ty s 1« T ; .
reconciled, It hLurts us to go and say, "I was wrong, I want you to



foxgive we," we'd ratuer do anything else. I know there was a

tiwme in ay own christian pilgrimage several years ago when somebody
had cught against wme and 1 had a little bit of ouglt against them, I
«inew I dhould go and make it right and make reconciliation, but I
didn't want NIOQXENXEEEXKKKRAKXY wy church to lose thelr imagé of

a pastor that I had spent years bullding up. I didn't want to

humble myself and admit that I was wrong. I remember foolishly,

idly, deciding to pray more. I decided to give more time to
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Bible study, to start witnessing more, and to give more money. I
was making all of these new commitments because I had guilt
feelings and I was going to compensate for not being a peacemaker,

God wasn't at all impressed with my Bargains., He didn't want me
to pray more. He wanted me to go and apologize. He didn't want
me to preach better; he wanted me to go and apologize., lHe didn't
want me to double my tithe; he wanted me to go and apologize. Ille
didn't want me to win 100 people to Jesus in one day; he wanted me
to go and apologize. lThere's no substitute, my friends, for
reconciliation~-for getting right, God will accept no substitute.
It's indispensable toc our worship and to our spirit-filled life.

If you read carefully the book of Acts, you'll find that every
time the Spirit of God poured out upon them, there's a little phrase
that keeps occuring again and again: '"They were all of one accord,
one heart, and one mind." In the upper room on the day of Pentecost,
they were of one accord, H® Unity and reconciliation is indispensable
to your prayer life. I imagine some husbands don't know 1 Peter 3:7,
Likewise, ye husbands, dwell with them according to knowlege, ziving
honour unto the wife, as unto the weaker vessel, add as being helrs
together of the grace of life; that your prayers be not hindered."”
Lusbands, if you don't treat your wife right, forget about praying.

There is absolutely no substitute for reconciliation.



deconciliation is not only indispensable, but, second of all,

it is €0 be INITIAIED B8Y U3, the ones of us who do the remembering.

ilave you noticed how your memory is quickened when you start to

eray? [hexdRXIIXRBIRXXXKXRMRXAXXXRRABXRXRXXXHEXRBREBAXARHE LEverylime
you start to pray, the first thing that comes to your mind is that
unconfessed sin, that unapologized offense, that unreconciled brother,
Then, it becomes your responsibility to stop what you are doing

and FIRST, before anything else, be reconciled to thy brother.

YOU are to take the initiative.

Jotice, it says, "If thy brother has ought against you."
Sometimes we excuse ourselves by saying, '"well, I'm not mad at
him; he's mad at me.'" Jesus doesn't care. You may not have ought
against him, but if you know he has ought against you, even though
it may be all his falt, you must go., You must take the initiative and
you must make it right.

Now, it's a different case when I have ought against somebody.
Let's digress and discuss the matter of having ought against someone
else and they do not know about it. Perhaps they've said something
or have done something, and they were even unaware of their offense,
but I took it in such a way that it hurt my feelings. 1In pdark 11:25, Jesu:
says, "And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against
any: that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your
trespasses,” If I'm the only one that's aware that you've hurt me,
it is not necessary for me to go and tell you, "Listen, I've hated
vou for the past five years." unly if they KNCw that you have had ought
against them should you go to them. If it's just between you and God,
all you have to do is to forgive, according to this Scripture.

lmmediately, somebody says, "I just can't forgive." Yes, you
can, God won't ask you to do something you can't do., XB [orgiveness

is not an emotion, It's a decision. It's simply tearing up the IOU



chat you're holding against somebody else, we're marvelous

bookkeepers of somebody else's sins, Did you ever notice that?

Miss s0-and-50 said something I didn't like. I owe you one for
that. And Mx. So-and-50 hurt my feelings, so I owe him one for that.

Jesus says, "Forgive," and forgiveness 1s simply taking
all the ICU's and tearing them up and holding nothing against them,
It's not a feeling in our hearts, It is wrong to think that if you
can't forgive, you haven't really forgiven. God is the only one
who has the ability to forget. You can't forget. You'll never
find "Forgive and forget," in the Scripture. 1f, as an act of
your will, you have torn up that IQOU and you hold nothing against
that person, then you must treat them as 1f they are your best
friend.

Now, back to our primary subject--if somebody has ought against
you, You must go to them and reconcile--make it right. The word
RECOMNCILLE means to be restored to another's favor. You do whatever
is neéessary to be restored to ancther's faver, Tn some ingténceS, it
Lecauas that we're going to have to make restitution. Just don't do
it the way one dear Christian lady did it, God began to speak to her
about the feeling she had agailnst the next-door neighbor. 5o she got
on the phone and said, "I still believe it's your fault but I want
you to forgive me." Then she couldn't understand why her efforts
didn't work.

great missionary to China, was forty-five

o4
[

Jonathon Goforth, a

ears old before he ever discovered what it meant to be filled with
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{ the greatest revivals there ia that
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eree of (lanchuria, and his book, 2Y MY SPIRIL, is a marvelous account

of how God woved. Do you know how it started?
There was a fellow missionary that Jonathan just coulda't get

1 L | . -~ o 1 . Ty A
along with, and it really wasn't Jonathan's fault., This man had
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ought agalnst Jonathan and the man was in the wrong! Jonathan
Goforth had a hungering and a thirst to have real revival, and
someone sent him a pamphlet written by Charles Finney on low to
liave Revival, DBefore Goforth ever saw the list, he promised God
that he would take the conditions and fulfil them so they could
nave revival. Ile committed himself, and then he started reading
it. Do you know what number one was? "Go and get right with
anybody that has angthing against you." e couldn't even say,
“"So far, so good." The very first onel
lle stopped. He waid, "I will not do it. 1It's his fault. He's
in the wrong." and Jonathan Gofoth continued to pray and pray
for revival. God spoke to him, "Jonathan, until you make that right,
no revival.," It just kept getting worse, the conflict in his heart,
and one night around midnight Goforth couldn't take it any longer., [is
heart was bursting, and he said, "Ukay, I'll go and make it right."”
At midnight (and midnight back in those days was about three
a.m, in our day) he went, knocked on the door, and woke the missionary
up. when he saw Jonathan standing ther, he was scared to death, but
Jonathan said, "It's all my fault,'" asked for forgiveness, and threw

his arms around him and said that he loved him. They stood tuere ia

1
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ildnight hour embracing each other. God honored his

=

word, and revival came. But it started at that point,
It takes humbling yourself, but if you humble yourself, it
will keep God from having to humiliate you., If you're going to seek
the Lord's face, you've got to be willing to lose your own. That's what
Jonathan Goforth did,
Finally, this reconciliation is not only INDISPENSABLE to

our fellowship, not only to be INITIATED by those of us who rewmember, but

it is to be done I.IMEDIATELY.
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In verse twenty-five :
Yy we see the word "quickly." Do it now. There

are two reasons f I
or N
that. Number one, the longer it goes, the

].Oh er ou wai .
§et ¥ walt to reconcile, the more deeper entrenched those
paul says, 'Let not the

roots of bitterness and hatred become.
aster at night than

S
un go down upon they wrath," Bitterness grows £

any

ay other time., Number two, do it immediately because you're on

for the great Judge

All of us are heading
but I,

your way to the Judge.
who says, "I, the Lord, lock not on the outward appearance,

the Lord, search the heart." Do it quickly.

Blessed are the peacemakers because they shall be recognized

by the world as the children of God.



