PRAYER IN LUKE

When Jesug Christ lived on earth He did really pray.
He taught much about prayer but thet teaching will remain
little more than a dead letter until it really begins to
register on owr minds that he taught ug howwtoﬁgrgx’not
in word only. but.alsc.iw.acte “Christ s) shoved us how o
prgg;wx,gxgxipg. Luke 11:1 The request, Lord, teach
us to pray” came to the hearts of the disciples, when
they actually watched the Son of God at prayer. ILooking
at Jesus Christ praying they suddenly realized what prayer
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vag, If that was prayer _they. had ot yet started to pray,.
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{ $e. _Christ Pprayed at the great events: of His life,
b (1) At His baptism - chapter 3, verse 21

(2) When He chose the twelve - chapter 6, verse 12

....... gy teer?

(3) At the copfession of His Messiahship - /
chapter 9, verse 18

{¥) at the transfiguration - chapter 9, verse 29
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(5) In Gethsemane - chapter 22, verses 39 through 46

PATE YT

(6) On the cross - chapter 23, verse L4
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2. He prayed during the course of. His.ministry.
(1) Before the grest conflict with the ecclesiastical
authorities - chapter 5, verse 16

(2) Before giving the Lord's prayer - chapter 11,
verse 1

3. He prayed for others.

-----

(2} For Peter - chapter 22, verse 32
Luke is our majn suthority for a study of the Lord's,
gyayer 1i?“. Tt is only Luke who teITs™ws that the Lord prayed

for Peter.
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""""""" went apart to.grayi When we study the

references to Jesus' life of prayer we find that prayer was not
simply a part of his life; it was his life, Prayer was a

PRk ra e

habitual attitude of his mind and heart. Preyer was the
atmosphere in which he lived, it was the alr that he breathed,
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(1) Christ turned aside to.pray.in the midst of an.
almost incred1bly busy life, and while subjected

to a constantly high pressure of work and ministry.
No matter how busy he was, he turned aside for

. long seasons of prayer.

Chri ~4nsisted on these extended.times.of prayver. Luke
chapxg;‘ 2y Yerse 12, That this was a habit with Christ is
well expressed by Luke in chapter 3, verse 15. These withdrawals
in the midst of our Lord's busy life were frequent, according to
grammatical construction in Luke 5:15. All the main words in
this passage &re fn the plural. Kot cne but many withdrawals,
many wildernesses, many prayers. All this high intercourse
was going on the vwhole time. The withdrawals were repeated,
the wildernesses were numerous, the prayers were habitual., The

contrast between Christ and the multitude in Luke 5:13:16. 1s

Tt ) L

,unmistakahle.' Whiie thqx‘wg;gﬁgggggggaiygggnd, in the grip of

an excitemert stimnlated by Jesus' teaching and miracles, he
sought sanctuary and solitude in prayer.

This is a great lesson for all Christians, How soon our
puny reésources are exhisusted uniess constantly replinished from
the reservoirs of God. The harder Christ's day, the longer
his prayer time. The busier he was, the greater his insistence
on the practice of the presence of the Father. Apparently, Jesus
Christ. Jmew of no. substitute for the. daily prasctice of the shut

dopr, the bent knee, the secret communion.,

(2) Christ turned sside %o pray in.the midst. of
splritual conflict and death. He prayed st
géthsemane in Luke 33 verses 39 through 46,

It is characteristic of Luke's account of the
event in the Garden that_&ikempq§gggggm§he
earnesiness of Christ's prayers. The point
Luke stresses is not the duration, ouhk.their
intensity! the strained efforts which offering
them involved, In uke L: 13 the devil left
Christ wtil = favofﬁﬁI”’opportunity should

present itself; Gethsemane was such a tine,

g?;%g( In these prayers in the Garden, ¢hrist was not

i for one moment abondoning the work the Father

if the cross was really indispensable to the
accomplishing of that mission.

fhfﬁ had given him to do, but he was asking, in effect,
B

Our Lord’s experience in the Garden is of profound sig-
nificance for the study of his doctrine and practice of prayer.
Here in Gethsenmane he shows, not by word, but by acts, yhab
régl prayer is, Real prayer is absoluggysg;g surrender to,
and Eﬁsaiute correspondence with the ning,.. the. villye-the. .
character, "oF God. "The scripture says he began to be ex-

ceedingly sorrowful, he began to tremble and faint, and it
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in communion with the Father that he strengthened himself for

thq;ﬁierce qqnﬁlint vawm”fhross that still 1a§_éhead chapter
22, verse s,

Christ.prayed on the cross. Luke 23:46, To the last,
in spite of the horror of the last hours and the present moment,
our Lord is still in communion with the Father.

What did prayer mean to Christ.
l. Prayer to Christ wasgthanksgiv1ng. Luke 10:21

2. Prayer for Christ was also the taking of. solemn
counsel with the Father. ILuke 6:12 - the choice of the 12
discipies. 8o momentous was the choice of the 12 that Jesus .o ayi
felt that a long vigil in prayer alone was essential, w. {d fadfi¥
We would do well to follow his exemple in this a%éénof
our prayer life, When we have importent decisions to make we
t00 mey take counsel with God in prayer, and wait upon Him for
guidance,

3: Prayer for Christ wam intercessiogé

w;mn»

He prayed for Qgter-Luke 22: verses 31 through 34. The
figure of sifting wheat symﬁollzes the wvioclence of the trial
that would come upon Peter and his fellow disciples when Christ
had been arrested and separated from them. Peter's ultimate
denial showed how badly he needed this special help from the
Lord in prayer. W

.......

pletely, [ 3. for once and FoF all (the Greek rendering of Luke f o
22, verse 32). He did not pray that FPeter should be spared:
Satan's sifting processes, nor eyen that he should be kept

from falling, Apparenily. that fallfwas necessery to show en

S et

over-confident diseciple what his funﬁﬁﬁéﬁtai Weakness was. But

,,,,,,

by a hardening of the heart or by a remorse that would drive him
to eternal despair. That Christ's prayers. were.answered is clear
from the.sequel to Peter's denial. How precious the thought that
the Lord of glory who prayed so effectively for Peter now prays

for us as our High Priest before the throne.

Christ interceded for those who crucified him., Luke 23:3kL
This prayer for Forgiveness was offered by the Lord on behalf of
the Jews because they were crucifying him in ignorance., They
did not know what they were doing at that moment, but they were

in fact signing their spiritual death warrant.

In the first of the seven words from the cross our Lord _
was precticing his precept concerning love for one's enemies, -
g S N ST M by e A T it ., o g AR 7 N TN T e ‘ Ay et e bne e 1
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and the duty of praying for them as Iaundmjxglmke 6 27.

-Thege references to our Lord's intercessory prayers
i;;gmgpatefhis present.intercessions for us in glory. He
is now our' advocate who prays with us and for us, But our
_Lord's intercessions when he was on earth are also 8 _severe
z;g‘gyke; %o us,

4, Prayer for Christ wagwprimarily ahd supremely communiou;
This is especially ¢lear from Luke's account of the transtiguration,
chapter 9, verse 28, It was as he was praylng that he was trans-

figured. { Uit g“ ‘; e a : é}L LS
(1) On the Mt., of Transfiguration, Christ' whole £ i

o g o‘“li_éu-

thought was concentrated on his approaching. desth, ffhe trang-"" "
friguration was at once the_plegggwgiwhis future glory,ﬁ&qgmgge

prediétion of his passiop. During his commnion with the Father
on the Mt., Jesus Christ was completely absorbed in his determination

; to do the Father's will, even unto the death of the cross; and it

vwag. ¥hile he thus prayed and communed.thai he was transfigured. &‘ﬂ%ﬁ b e
Thig is what those who desire thertransfigured lifeshonld conw-

stantly remember ’ the transfigured iife which results from the
prayer life involves not only the solemn hour of high resolve
and resolute purpose on the mount, bui aiso the agony. of conflict

with.a. deuon-possessed world on the .piain, and ihe.bloody sveat
of Gethsemane, and the white-hot pain of Calvary.

But, the most sigaifiicent point for ue in the Transfiguration
is that Christ was_trensfigured while he was praying. FPrayer. vas
the.cause, the Transf;guration Was, tﬂ§“§££gct. Luke has already
recorded in his gospel that it was while Jesus was praying after
his baptism that the hemvens opened, the spirit descended upon
him, and the Father witnessed to him. Now it was while he was
praying similarly that he was transfigured.

e

X Penhaps the reason that Jesus took James and John and Peter
with him to this mount to pray was he recognized in them an in-
creasing mood of despair and realized that this despair and dis-
couragement could best be overcome by prayer?ﬁ

e

Luke's use of the Greek preposition en implies, not merely
that while Wevas al prayer that Jesus was transfigured, but..that,
prayer was the cause of the event. It was when his whole per-
sonality vas engaged in prayer, and in the adoration and communion
and contemplation and holy desire that constituted prayer for him,
thaet he was illumined from within. It was an illumination that

shone_through the thin veil of his flésh from within, o

But the fact that Luke mekes the Transfiguration ineidentsal
to our Lord's original purpose - his search for privacy in order
to pray - mekes the event significent when we study the Lord's ™™

LTy

life of communion with the Father., The lesson here is.that the

ety ¥

trapsfigured.life.is the result.of,.or.is.determined by,.the prayer
life., On the holy ground of Christ's prayer life we learn that
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only through prayer, which is face to face communion with
God can we receive the great indispensable for the transfigured
life,

Our Lord's experience on the Mount of TransfTiguration
shows thal.bhe divine glory 1s unweiled, end the divipe voice,
ig. heard, only after the preparatlon of preyer that ig communion
with God. Prayer that is commnion 15 the prayer that goes to
God, not for what He gives, but for what He is.,
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<Ehy did Christ have to prayq He was God but in his perfect
humanity he recognized and submityggmglm_elf to, the law of
dependance upon the Father;’ “and it is at this point that the
signlficance of the Lord's practice of prayer appears.

i 4 TR T g

,,,,, t significance should Christ‘s prayer life have fﬁr
U8, today? R E Ut Prayed because in his humanity he
felt the need to pray, how much more should we determine to
become men and women of prayer? It is the act of Christ himself
praying, not simply his doctrine of prayer, vwhich demonstrates
both tle necessity and the privilege of prayer.




CHRIST'S TEACHING ON PRAYER

Jesus Christ gave himself so utterly to prayer that
it was inevitable that he should give it a central place
in his message. Of all the gospel writers Luke is. .ihe.cune
who places greatest emphasis on Drayer. The main lesson he
{8 concerned Lo teach is the necessity for the soul's communion
with God., He enforces that lesson by poritraying Christ as the
believer's exsmple in prayer. The parsbles on prayer are used
to ‘teach the necessity for confidence and perseverance in
prayer.
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fThe characteristics of prayer.
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1. Prayer should be characterized by. ;ggprtunitxﬁ
Luke 11 verses 5 through 8, Jesus reminds them that they
. must learn to importune God in prayer. He has taught them
yyffawto address God as Eg;hav» This would inspire in their hearts

R S
ik @g'ﬁ “” the confidence that their Father-God would be able and willing, . , ;1%
o o give what they ask in prayer. ’*lﬁﬂ; i %*}ﬂﬁfﬂﬂ
£ !

ﬁ?ﬁ;;‘}éﬁa“ (1) The implication in this parable of the importunate
- B neighbor 1s_thet we yey. heve.to wait. fox.the fulfillment of

oA LA 3y g

eugmgpayers, but during the waiting peried we are %o importuneézl . jk

God, knowing we shall receive what we ask 1n prayer as surely
as this one received what he asked from his friend. (1

Illustration ongacobrwrestling with the angel. /(
o Prayer is not overcoming God's reluctance but 1aying hold
of his willingness. ¥

2. The neighbor who was importuned at midnight objected
not to partingmuithmxbe bread but to the inconvenience. 1o which
e Was put. Once persuaded that there was no peace for him
until he acceded to his friend's request, got up and gave him

ag much a8 he wanted.

H‘“~HN3. The lesson is thatl prayer.dis.npever out of season,
never 1nopportune, but to be effective, it must Jbe lmportunate,

k, It is worthy of notice that the man in the parable

imporiuned his neighbor for.the sake of s friend, not on his
own behalf.

The exhortation that follows the parable provides another

) - I ground for the confidence that God responds to importunate

A /iﬁ'y\ﬁmhﬁﬁﬂjﬂ prayers. The good things ‘are given in response to importunate
-f g ﬂﬁb' prayer as the ﬁﬁree vefbs in the present imperative, ask, seek,
WW “Wnock, implye. The ascending scale in the importunity “is sig-
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nificant; first the simple request, then the.songentrated,
search_as.for.a.losh SBjeck, and finally the violent knocking
as on a locked door. The secret 10 prayer is surrender to

God¥s will &nd tenacity in prayer,

e

2, Prayer should be characterizedmgxmyenacigﬁ Luke 18
verses 1 through 8. In the preceding verses “Christ has been
speaking of I his second caping. Now in this parable he urges
wat“ﬁfulness in “praver in view. of. that event. The main lesson
in thi§ Parable is.that.uen. ought.alvays. to pray and. not to
fgIﬁ%. verse 1l, We must keep on praying tenaciously, a
delsyed response not withstanding.

The point in the parable is not that the favor, once
granted, is delayed; it is the lapse of time between request
for, and the granting of, the boon that tempts men to think
that prayer is a waste of time, It was the widow's perpetual
coming that plagued the judge and finally moved him to pay
attention to her plea. That is the point that Jesus emphasized:
apd if an unjust Jjust yields at last to the tenacity of a mere
w?ﬁow; how w_rch pore will the Jjudge of ql;‘the earth reapond
to the. tenacity of his elect who in prayer cry to him day
and nlght? Delay in anwvering prayer is a reality, and Christ

L o e

pgacknowleggga it. & diTPerence is in the reason for theé delay.

#’3‘" v

/

If the unjust judge would grant the request how nuch more
%‘Lw#will God, being & heavenly father grant the believer's prayer.

Cadd If God. delays an ansver to prayer it is in order to develop

: faith that would othervise remain static; and also to deepen

o ;ﬁ faith since it is tenacity in prayer in the face of disappointment
ﬂ”}ﬁg m#%‘iﬁ e that deepens:faith., In spite of delay, faith is conyinced that S/
A M <

YT EAT T God will finelly act to vindicate 11-. ,,q,,{, ‘,(.,a Y A
et i Lyiribi &
R% ”{?%}% E 3. Prayer is to be characterized Qy humilityo Luke 18,

: i verses 10 through 1%, The publican's prayer arose out of

humility, penitence, and an acute sense of unworthiness. The

. a%ﬁjl fwﬂ4@f Pharisee's prayer was the expression of a proud, self-satisfied
w,ﬁ#ﬂﬂ' 5 o 8 heart. In his so-called prayer, the Pharisee.was concerngd
4J¢ﬂi£%$”g%4ﬁ_ Iy mqgnly with his profession.of. Lohedlence.

41‘.:@"" S

Ji/,xff’f“n ﬁﬁj? ﬂﬁdﬁ¢ The Pharisee's prayer was%a préxp;;ygthngwxqmh;ggg;f,

T P U@bﬁf { , In it.he.congratulated himself 6n » his spiritual attainments,
L’/ﬂ”’j o W.,sz Feeling the need of .nothing, he asked for Jnothing, he gimply
lgyww*' & ﬂ)vm #“5hook anag With.biwself in prayer.s His prayer was. devoid of
P a_sense of sin, hence his feeiing 8¢ gelf- -superiority. He

W44%% actually hints that God is in his debt.

e

pedA S e,
CZ o ;Humil%;x, which determined his disposition in prayer

lﬁ#dxjfly and the GONEant of his prayer was it's chief characteristic.
Qj_,ﬁ%ﬂ/(‘h e
Lffﬁzz'f 1. LHe was Hm¢b¥5 before God,,refusing even to lift his

@)jiﬂﬁf&idéy%%fiijég eyes toward heavem. o giz§¢¢1ﬂ4i Ha/}iﬁ?f 4¢ﬁé21€
z L / U onilorgt TV
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S toward his fellows, hence he stood
afar off by himsel-f. T

3. He was humble toward himself. While he prayed he
was beating “himself’ upon “his breast.

His sense of sin is expressed in his describing himself
as? the sinner - the Greek read&mthe sinnepw,not a simner.

B £ s heso ki
R S A

He was therefore conscious of his debt to God and with
his inability to pay it which compelled him to cry for mercy.
DAE;&?sraﬁewasubisonlyplea

The essential of true prayer if self humiliation, the
hallmark of false prayer is self elevation.

b, Eraxer should be characterized by simplicity; 20-47,where
all parade in prayef is. condemned. In condeming &ll.vain.show
and pretense in prayer our Lord shows the necessity for simplicity.
and the child-like spirit in prayer.

Jf it be asked, (vhy pray if God already kunows what we

nesd?) the answer is that we do not receive from God what we
do not desire; and if we desire something we shall pray for

it. Things that are worth getting from God are worth asking
from GQQ. °

Pt
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ﬁ@gt are we to pray fonw Luke 10:2, We are to pray for
workers—for miqglonaxigs, It is important to notice that the
greek in Luke chapter 10 verse 2. implies that the Lord of the
harvest thrust forth his labourers with urgency, ‘each ‘one to
his task at the right moment, and Jjust where the need is

greatest,

i Ean s e T TR e e i Ay

g N
ke %.28““‘

The enqu‘es'ln mind are “those _who persecute

stlans because of their faith, Bnd are, therefore, those
whom it is difficult to love, No hatred is so bitter is that
vwhich is generated by conviction concerning religion. Tolerance

LA

is _not enough. The Christian is to love his enemies {n positive

WaYe ﬂ?egsecug;gpggs to be met with love that expresses. 1tself
in_prayer, prayer that if sH“IfiVocation of blessing. The reason
for this is f/07T Lask 7o SEE.

Actg of.love may be repelled by enemies, & the fitendly word may
ve scorned by those who hate us, but prayer that enemies may
be delivered from the evil that is their curse is & ministry
that they cannot prevent the Christian from fulfilling; a
ninistry. that, is.particularly.dear. k. the.hesrs.ofhin. who

prayed for his enemies when they were nailing him to his cross.
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f We are to pray for our selves, |
L O et
(l) For the things that minister to our physical

well being.” “Chapter 11, vérge 19, Tt& simple necessities
of 1ife such as food, shelter, clothing, and health, All
things needful for the body areincluded in this general term
bread. The poink.that Luke stresses is {he continuity with
which:the Father supplies. us. with tHese essentials) the”
tense of the “Greek in 11 verse 3 implying not the supply of
these things this once, or on this particular occasion, but
unfailingly, for each recurring day.

(2) Ve are to pray for-our deliverance from temptation
and testing, 11 verse 4, Jesus commanded this to all the
diseiples in Luke 22, verse 40 and 46, In all these references
temptation has reference both to the scorrows of life and to the
direct assaults of Satan which test and refine ‘the Christian.

The other request which Christian's are to make for
themselves in prayer is for the, Hn;y Spirit; verse 13 of
chapter 1l. The Holy Spirit, & blessing so necessary to
our growth in grace, This verse may be understood to mean
that Christians are enjoined to pray for everything that is
conducive and necessary to spiritual progress,

For ILuke all of Mattheqs s "good things'..are .combined

in the Holy Spirit, The Sﬁirlt's influence and power:  are
productive of good. There is in scripture a strong connection
between prayer and the spirit. How prattical then is this word
in Ipke 11:13. Arising as i%t does out of the parable of the
jmportunate neighbor,,Luke context suggests that the parable
was & warning against stopping to pray when God seems to delay
the answer to the prayer to the Holy Spirit for personal holiness,
and growth in grace, Christ urges importunity in such prayer,
assuring that the Father will give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask,

True prayer originates in the frame of mind that asks
God for something that will be a blessing and not e curse.
Prayer is the recognition that we must not forget God, nor
live in sinful dependence~ of Him, Chrigt did not always
grent immediately the boon asked for, in order to create
importunity and to test faith and character,




1. The Holy Spirit plays a significant role in the Lukan
narrative., There sre seventeen references to the Holy Spirit in the
Gospel and fifty-seven in Acts. In contrast, Mark conteins only six
and Metthew twelve, Statistics, however,do not tell the story, be-
cause a characteristic pattern can be detected in meny of the references
to the Holy Spirit in Luke-Acts,

2, The Holy Spirit is mentioned with unusual frequency in the
first two chapters of the Gospel. The mein burden, in this instance,
is to show that the gift of prophecy had been revived under the in-
spiration of the Holy Spirit. This was the sign that the long-awaited
New Age, the Age of the Messiah, had dawned.

Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and recognized in Mary
the mother of her Lord, (32) Zecharish filled with the Holy Spirit,
pronounced the Benedictus, (33) Through revelation from the Spirit
Simeon received assurance that he would live to see the Messish, i.e.,
he present at the beginning of the New Age. (34) Under inspiration
from the Spirit he was led to enter the temple when Jesus' parents
brought him there for the ritual of presentation.

2. Tuké places more emphasis on prayer than do the other

—x. e
. G

evangelists, He stands alone 1n relating prayer to a number of the
Trucial events of Jesus' ministry,  These include the baptism, (40)
fhe calling of the Twelve, (41} the Great Cenfession, (42) and the
Transfiguration, (43) He is also the only one who shows that the
Lord's Prayer was givef i response Lo a request inspired by Jesus'
dwn experience inl prayer. (W T

" "WHe parables of the Importunate Friend, (45) the Unjust Judge, (46)
and the Pharisee and Publican (U47) constitute examples of Jesus'
teaching on prayer. The first two emphasize the need for persistence
in prayer, a teaching relevant to Luke's day when men might have been
tempted to lose heart in view of the delay in the hoped-for divine
intervention in human history.

3. The Gospel according to Luke manifests a broad social concern
as shown by the attention given to people who stood outside the pale of
religious and moral respectability. Samaritans, tax collectors, sinners,
and the poor are shown to be objects of Jesus' compassion.

The third gospel slone contains the story of Samaritan hostility
to Jesus, (52) referred to in another conmection in this srticle. The
contrast between the disciples! hostiliiy with its Jewish bias and the
lack of it on the part of Jesus is clearly portrayed. The parable of
the @pod Samaritan, (53) contrasting the unfeeling attitude of the
representatives of Jewish institutionalism with the genuine humaniterilanism
of the Gentile, is also given by Luke alone., In the story of the healing
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of the Ten Lepers, {5%) recorded only by Luke, the Samariten is chosen
s the ideal of gemuine gratitude,

Jesug sympathy for tex collectors, hated tools of a despised
foreign power, is attested by all the gospels, but especially by Luke,
The reference to tax collectors who came to John for baptism, (55)
the parable of the Phsrisee and the Publican, (56) and the story about
zaochaeus (57) are all from the speciel Lukan tradition.

The attitude of Jesus toward sinners is generally set 1n sharp
contrast o the moral arrogance and exclusiveness of FPharisees., Jesus
offered genulne acceptence %0 sinners, whereas they were regard with
contempt by the religious elite. Among the passages that illustirste
this are the story of the penitent woman, (58) the three parables of
the fifteenth chapter, and the conversion of Zacchseus. (59) The
modern reader is also indebted to Luke for the story about the for-
giveness of the thief on the cross, (60)

The Gogpel emphasizes the fact that the humble poor are recipients
of the blessings of the New Age. Mary, the mother of Jesus, describes
herself as one of their number, (61) She praises God as the one who hss
filled the hungry and rejected the rich. (62) The humble surroundings of
Jesus' birth are a feature of Luke's account, (63) while lowly shepherds
are the first to receive the good news of the Savior's birth. (64) The
passage read by Jesus in the synagogue of Nazareth begins with the
declaration that the good news is to be preached to the poor, (65) The
Iukan version of the first beatitude states simply: "Blessed are the
poor. (66) At the same time, there is no parallel elsewhere to the
series of woes pronounced by Jesus on the rich., (67)

k, Women play a significant role in Luke's writings. In the
account of the birth of Jesus the spotlight is thrown on Mary, whereas
Joseph plays sn important role in Matthew. Elizsbeth also figures
prominently in the vents described in the first chapter of Luke.

In the special material of the third gospel are found such
stories as'the raising of the widow's son, (68) the penitent woman,
(69) the visit with Mary and Martha, (70) and the healing of the
woman who hzd been crippled for eighteen years. (71) The Gospel
also gives the interesting detail that a nupber of women provided
support for Jesus and the disciples.

This feature, carried also through Acts, is noteworth in view
of the lowly and often degraded position occupied by women in the
Greco-Roman world,

5. A characteristic attitude towsrd wealth runs through Lukets
gospel. Wealth is generally suspect and the possession of it held +o be
perilous spiritually. The possession of wealth however, is not in
itself condemned, in spite of the fact that msterisl possessions are
charscterized as "unrighteous mammon." (72) The Gospel rather condemns
the closed 1life of the person who uses his money only for himself or
who thinks thet the value of life is determined by the extent of his
possessions. Twvo of the mogt vivid parables of Jesus, the Foolish
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Farmer (73) and the Rich Man and Lazarus, (74) point out the folly
of & secular gpproach to life. The only sin of the men in the stories

is that they used their weslth solely for the gratification of personal
desires,

According to the teaching in Luke, the person who possesses weslth
is to share it with those vwho are deprived, John the Baptist says that
the person vho has two coats is to give one to him who has none. (75)
Only ILuke records the statement by Jesus to the effect that men should
sell their possessions and give the proceeds to charity. (76} Zacchseus!®
conversion 1s signsled by a changed attitude toward the gaining and use
of wealth. He resolves to give half his goods to feed the poor. (77)

Luke was convinced that the gospel was applicable to the great
social issues of his day and his presentation is colored throughout with
a compassion for the xploited and the despised. The study of the third
gospel should be a reminder that violence is done to the messsge of
Jesus Christ vhen 1%t is served from a concern for man's social problems,




