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Simon, Simon: One can imagine how this was said with
much affection and just enough distress in tone to make
it solemn.

Desireds The aorist implies suvcess in the demand.

7 You:t Plural; "You, the whole of you;*" therefore,

Simon, look to yourself, and to the whole brotherhood
of which you are the leading man.

Sifts Sifting points to the result of the process
anticipated by Jesus. Satan aimed at ruin.

(EGT)

By addressing Peter as “Simon” (with the repetition),
Jesus calls upon him to realize the seriousness of the
matter which He is going to discugs. And by calling
him "Simon" instead of "Peter", Jesus reminds him

of his human weakness.

The Evil One has no free and unlimited right to act
against the faithful, but must always submit to the
overrnling and permissive authority of the Lord.

Satan desires that in the sifting process no wheat
shall remain, but that all (like Judas) will be blown
away like chaff.

It was Satan's purpose to bring the disciples to utter
ruin, but because Jesus praved for them, Eggge_xggy_
temptations worked together for their good. The sifting
of wheat, theough which alien matter is separated from
it, is an indispensible and wholesome process.

(NIC)

Sifts The force of the comparison is that he may toss
and shake you up and down; i.e., alarm and harrass

you, by threats and afflictions, until you lose your
presence of mind, and your hold of the promise, and

so fall from the faith, as the chaff and dust fall from
the sieve and are blown away.

(American)




(4) The warning of vs. 31 might be connected with
vs. 281 "Ye are they which have continued with me."
There would be a contrast: "Here is a temptation
in which ye shall not continue."

The tempter is present; he has gained the mastery of
Judas; he threatens the other disciples; he is
preparing to attack Jesus Himself. And the danger
to each is in proportion to the greager or less
amount of alloy which his heart contains. This is
the reason Jesus more directly addresses Peter,

By the address, Simon , twice repeated, He alludes
to his ntaural character and puts him on his guard
against the presumption which is its dominant
characteristic.

The '€} in%?%rﬁfﬁTb includes the notion: of getting
him drawn out of the hands of God into his own.

Satan asks the right of putting the 12 to the proof;
and he takes upon himself, over against God, as
formerly in relation to Job, to prove th_T at bottom
the best among the disciples is but a Judas.

(Godet)

(5) This passing from the group to the individual is most
impressive. Christ must have seen at once the weakness
of Peter and the possibilities for good and for leader-
ship latent within him. Hence the concentration of
His prayers on him.

(Coggan)
(6) Satan is thus seen in his malice, but he is also seen
as under God's authority. He is forever considering

God's saints (Cf Job~-~"Hast thou considered Job?")--
the malignant watching eyes of Satan.

"Satan has obtained you by asking," but he had to ask.
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Stablish is better than Strengthen. Strengthen
may denote only a temporary effect. The word implies
fixedness.

(Vincent)

I have prayed, I working against Satan, and
successfully.

Faith fail not:s though it prove weak or inadequate for
the moment. Job's faith underwent eclipse. He did
not curse God, but for the time he lost faith in the
reality of a divine government in human affairs. So
Peter never ceased to love Jesus, but he was over-
powered by fear and the instinct for self-preservation.

Converted:s Have returned to thy true self.
(EGT)

The Saviour prayed for all His faithful disciples

and specially prayed for Peter, who played and still
had to play such a leading role, that God should
preserve him from utter shipwreck of his faith. Wwhile
Satanh thus acts as the cunning adversary, Jesus acts
as the intercessor.

(NIC)
For THEEs Peter., Why for him in particular of all the
disciples? Because he was a leader in influence, whose

standing or falling would largely determine that of the
rest.

(American)

The core of the prayer is "that thy faith fail not."

Why did Jesus fasten on faith as the crucial point in the

experience of Simon, the point which above all others
needed how to be watched?

Faith is trust in another, reliance upon one other
than oneself. Peter was showing ominous signs
of self-reliance.

Fail nots The verb is used of years coming to an end
and so of death, of money giving out, of the sun being
eclipsed. Indeed eclipse is the root of the word used
here. What had burned brightly could so easily burn
low or suffer total eclipse.

The prayer merges into a command: '"Strengthen thy
brethren."

*When you have come to yourself"--There is rebuke in that

clause. "Simon, y4u are beside yourself, debating
where you come in the apostolic hierarchy--as if that
matterd, under the very shadow of the cross! Come to
your senses-~then and only then will you be of any use
to your brethren.

" (Coggan)




{(6) Prayed: This is a word that has as its root a
thought of binding; and I have asked for you,
committing Myself for you as your Bondman, your
Surety.

(Morgan)




ADDITIONAL MATERIAL ON Luke 22:31,32

(1) wheat must be sifted simply because it is wheat.

*But I have prayed for thee." --Before the temptation

I have prayed for thee. You only go where Jesus has gone
before you with His intercession. Jesus has already
made provision for all your future in a prayer

already presented.

Notice the principal object of the prayer was "that
thy faith fail not.® He knows where the vital point
is, and there He holds the shield. As long as the
Christian®s faith is safe the Christian's self is
safe. If faith fails everything fails.

Strengthen Thy Brethrens
1. It is his duty
2. He is qualified for it.

( Spurgeon)

(2) Note the discrimination of the intercession. "I
have prayed for THEE." The man that was in the great-
est danger was the man nearest to Christ's heart,
and chiefly the object of Christ'é intercession.
So it is always-~the tenderest of His words, the
sweetest of His consolation, the strongest of His
succours, the most pleading and urgent of His
petitions, the mightiest gifts of His grace, are
given to the weakest, the ne¢ypiest, the men and
women in most sorrow and stress and peril, and those
who want Him most always have Him nearest. The
thicker the darkness, the brighter His light; the

drearer our lives, the richer His presence; the more
solitary we are, the larger the gifts of His
companionship. Our need is the measure of His
prayer.

Two lessons: 1- Sincerest love, the truest desire
to follow Jesus, the firmest faith, may be overborne,
and the whole set of life contradicted for a time.

2- The deepest fall may be recovered. He came back
for two reasons; 1l1) because Christ prayed for him,
and (2) because he turned himself,

(McLaren)
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Hotes on the Ascension

Luke Chapter 24 verses 5C through 53

1. The Resurrection Restored Humanity in Christ. As this humsnity
iz restored in the person of Christ by the fact of His resurrection,

the Ascension raises it 4o its full heights it reslizes its destination,

which from the beginning was to serve as a free instrument for the
operation of the infinite God.

Like the High Priest when,coring forth from the Temple, He
blessed the people, Jesus comes forth from the invisible world once
more, before altogether shutting himself up within it, gnd gives
his own a last bensdiction.

The verb to prostrate oneself, in this context, cen mean only
the adoration which was paid to a divine being., The Jjoy of the
diseiples caused by this elevation of thelr Master, which is the
pledge of the victory of His csuse, fulfilled the word of Jesus:
"If ye love me, ye would rejoice because I go to my Father'

John 1h:28,

After the Ascension the disciples went awvay rejeicing. The
disziples do here what was done at the begimning by the shepherds,
chapter 2, verse 20,

Jesus regarded the Ascension as the elevation of his person,
in the character of son of man to that divine state which he had
renounced when he came under the conditions of humen existence,
Having reached the term of his earthly career, he had asked back
his glory (John 17:5); the Ascension vas the answer to Hisg prayer.

According to the bibliesl view, the Ascension is not the
exchange of one place for another; 1t is the change of stste, and
this change is precisely the emapncipation from sll confinement within
the limits of space, exaltatiocn to omnipresence. The cloud wss, as
it wers, the—eil vhich covered this transformation. The right
hand of a God everyvhere present cannot designate s partiounlar place.
3itting at the right hand of God must also include omnisclence, which
is olosely bound up with omnipresence, ag well as omnipotence, of
vhich the right bhand of God is the natwral symbol,

If the day of the Ascension was the mogt important in respect
of the personal development of Jesuvs, the day of his appearance on
the mountain showed the accomplishment of the messianic program
sketeched in chapter one verse one.

The Ascension perfects in the person of the zeon of man God's
deaign in regard to humanity.

The Becond Coming iz that event in which the externszl condition
of the sanctified believer is raised to the same elevation as that
of our glerified Lord. First, holiness, then glery, for the body as
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Tor the head: the baptism of Jesus, vhich becomes ours
by Pantecost; the Ascension of Jesus, vhich bhacomes ours
by the Second Coming, (Godet)

a;IwEverything wgs ah last complete and ready. Christ
never starts something without finishing it. The Agcension
ignals the fact that Bis vork on earth 1s done. During
the Toriy days alter His resurrection Christ taught His
disciples evarything that was necessery, especially the
right insight into the Holy Scriptures. Bubt now he is
to be exalted in His divine power and glory at the right
hand of the Father. There upon, like the High Priest when
he came forth from the Temple on great feast dsys, He
lifts vp His hands and blesses His disciples as the eternal
Eigh Priest. Through His spirit, however, He is still and
remzins forever with all His people on earth,

S0 grand and mighty was the revelation of His divine.
Sonship and His ms jestic Ascension that the disciples

spontaneously vorshipped -Him as Lord and King., To His }
disciples  His Ascension in divine glory was finsl proot L

that He was trnly the Christ, the Son of God, and that He
a5 the Almighty vas ghle To Fulfill His promises, In
addTtion, the angels in Acts 1111 gave gave the }oyful assursnce
that He would retuvrn in person. By reason of 511 this, the
disciples, although they had to say farewell to Him es
regards His physical presence, returned to Jerusalem with
Jubilant hearts. And Just as the gospel history commenced
in an atmosphere of worship and Joy, so 1t ends here in

the last words of Luke on g note of unparalleled Jjoy and
fervor of divine worship. (WMIC)

3. The Ascension Must Alwvays Remaln a Mystery, for it
attemptz to put into words what is beyond words and to
describe vhat is beyond descripbion. But that something
such should happen was essential. It was unthinkable
that the appearances of Jesus should grov fewer and fewer
until finally they pstered out. That would have effectively
wrecked the faith of-men., There had to come a day of
dividing, vhen the Jesus of earth finally became the Christ
of hesven., But to the disciples the Ascension was obviously
three things -

(1) It was an ending. The day when their faith was
fzith in a flesh and blood person, and wvhen it depended on
the presence of thet person's flesh and blood were ended.

(2} But equally it was a beginning. [The disciples.
4id vot Jeswe —tha-—seane heartbhroken.becsuse now thev knew
they had a Master from which nothing could separgte them
anymore, (And they also had the promise that He would retuvrn),
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T e + that the disciples left that scene of
parting rejoicing is the most gilgnificant and striking
note in the Ascension aceount.

:gl;/ (3) The Ascension gate the disciples the certainty

that thev hed & Friend, not only on earth, but in heaven.
To die 1s not to go out into the dark; it is to go to Him.
(Barkley)

aﬁﬁ?” When the risen Lord had made it sufficiently
plain to the disciplés whet vas their commigsion, end -
only then, He disappeared from their sight.

USSR

The resurrection and ascension of Christ hoth together
constitute His exaltsetion. But His exaltation to the right
hand of God, which is what Ascension Day really commemorates,
was not postponed to the fortieth day after His triumph over
death., This was not the first occasion He vanished from
before His companions syes efter His resurrection., The
resurrection appearances vere visitations from that exalted
and eternasl world to vhich His body of glory now beleongs.
What happened on the fortieth day was that this series of
vigitation came to an end,with s scene vhich impressed on
the disciples their Master's heazvenly glory.

The words "A cloud received Him out of their sight"
gre reminiscent of the words with which +the gospeliincident
of the transfigurstion comes to an end, They sre reminiscent,
too, of our Lord's own words when He described His coming
again, both in the Olivet Discourse and in His reply to the
High Priest at His trial. The transfiguration, the ascension,
and the second coming are three successive manifeststions of
Christ's divine glory to men. The—viovod—in-<each case is
probably to be interpreted as the cloud of the Shekhinah -
the cloud which resting above the tent of meebing in the
day of Moses, was the visible token Ho Israel that the glory
of the Lord dwelt within. So, in the last moment that the
apostles saw their Lord wiih ouvitvard vision they were grantes
“e theophany: Jesus in enveloped in the cloud of the divine
presence,”

Verse 11 - The disciples had seen Him go in cloud and
glory: in cloud and glory He would return. Bubt an interval
wzs to elapse between His exaltation and return, and in thst
interval the possession of the Spirit wss to be the pledge
of the coming consummstion of glory.

Christ is ascended, but His abiding presence and

- energy f£ill the vhele book of Acts, and—the whole

story of His people on earth, His presence st God's ragbt
hand means that He is more effectively present with Uis
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people on 2arth g1} the days even unto the consummation
of the age. FHe ascended far above all the heavens, that
¥ might £111 all things - Evhesians 4:10. (Bruce)

Pl

5. Jesus had finished the eartly ministry asgigned
5& the Fath erf the work of stonement had been completed,
THe Tesurrected Christ was not prepered to ascend to the
right hand of the Father, Jesus led the disciples to the
Mount of (lives near Bethany, where He 1ifted His hand
and blessed them. Perhaps this wvas reminiscent -of the
High Priest, who upon retiring from the Temple on the
feast days, 1ifted his hands and blessed the people. The
Messiah, who had now completed the work of stonement,
1ifted his hands as & gesture to indicate divine blessing
upon His disciples., While blessing His disciples, He
was cgrried from them into heaven.

The grandeur cf God's revelation and easrthly
manifestation in Jesus Christ overwvhelmed those who
observed the scene, They vorshipped Him and returned to’
Jerusalem with indescribsble Joy., The disciples, remsined
continually in the Tewple, blessed of God.,

Iuke gave numerous proofs of Jesus' resurrection,
but likely in the minds of the disciples none - surpassed
that of the Ascension. Returning with jubilant expression
of joy, the disciples were pre ring to begin the tesk
assigned by Jesus, (D-ﬁ Q%

€. The last doing of Jesus ag the flesh was that .
of vanlsh;gg. The last sct was that of disappearing. He
“id not go awey; He went out of sight as to bodily presence,
The man Jesus vanished from sight, but the Christ did not
depart, He had said, 'Lo, I am with you always, even unto
the end of the age,"

The body did not cease to be, but for their sakes it
venished to make way for the body in which He would continue
to do and to teach, vhich is His church, The dsys of
limited service were over, the dsys of unlimited service
were about to begin,

The disciples mist be treinédito faith and not te
gight, Therefore He vanished., The last visicn is that
of the vanishing, but not that of departing, not of going
avsy. { Horgan)
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7. Personal privilege in o grest experience carries
with it a stewardship respongibility, and the disciples were
turned from that scene to the work at hand. Blessings are
to be shared or lost.

The Ascension was declared necessary in order thet
His followers might receive the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:33;:
John 16:7; John 20:22), e visible, tangible, risen
Jesus withdrewv that they might realize more fully His
presence and power as the returning Lord, recognized as
the Holy Spirit}) Psul and John virtually eqguate the risen
Lord and the Spirit (Stagg)

8, The book of Acts lets us see Him ascend into

heaven, E;gﬂgﬁnﬂn5ion.signallQQ\Eﬁgg;iﬂgf_ﬂiﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁinEL_
They were" to become busy with th&tss¥ 6T witnessing. Lhe

heavenly visitors served to shock the disciples intc realizing

that there was some urgent to be done on the earth when tiey
45kKed them, Why stand ve gazing up inte heaven”, We need
“tWeT £0 5EK U8 this question again. (Autrey)

Q. The sscension or exaltation of Jesus Christ was
8 regular theme of the preaching of the primitive church,
A variety of words and phrases was to used to deseribe
this climex of the gospel history.

The phrase "at the right hand of God" meant not a
place, but a-participation in the
all things. The exslted Jesus had entered a state znd an
8Cctivity which transcended theé limifations of place

_ﬁ}igggﬁhﬁ?f““

In a nusher of passages the resurrection and the
ascension are not apparently distingnished as two evenis.
But there is a clear distinction between them in theological
meaning, It was one thing to gssert that Jesus had been
raised from death: it was ancother thing to sssert that He
now shared in the sovereignty of God over heaven and earth,

The ascension is the record of an lmpressive final
verting. The only difference bhetween the ascension and
the previous withdrawals was that the ascension was the
last of them. It was an enacted sywbol to revesl to the
apostles that the series of appearances to them was ending,
that Jesus was entering upon s nev mode of existence and
setivity, and that He was not only reised from death, bhut
exnlted into the glory of God - the cloud being a reocognized
symbol of the divine presence,

The bringing to an end of a vigible intercourse
between Jesus and the disciples is the prelude to a nevw
manner of relation between Him and them, and to a2 nevw state
of His activity in behalf of the bhuman race,
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(1) The ascended Christ is King, all™ things
being ultimately beneath His sovereignty.

(2) The ssceded Christ is Forerunner; in Him
our humzn nature has reached its finel gosl, and the
Father's acceptance of Him is the grounds of acceptance-
of mankind in Him,

(3} The ascended Christ is Priest: for He ever
intercedes for the human race as one who has known temptation,
suffering and death; and His sscrifice, which was once for
all wrought in history upon the cross, remsins forever in
virtue of His presence with the Father- (Hebrews T7:23-25, 9:2l,
I John 2:1-2, Revelation 5:6,)

Upon the ascended Christ, no less than upon the svents
vhich preceded his exaltation, the church depends for its
exlstence and its characteristics, ( A Theological Wordbook
of the Bible)

9. The ascension took place 40 days after the
resurrection of Jesus.,

The Greek wordsto describe the ascension are in
the passive, pre-supposing that God is the subject of
the action, The one who iz taken up slready possesses,

though in various modes according to the text, the glory
of life. The theme of the mscension appears as guite
secondary in relation to that of the resurrection -
exaltation of Jesus,

The epistle of Hebrews compares the ascension with
the entry of the High Priest of the old covenant into the
hely of holies.

The ascension is npever presented sg the end of
Christ'8 work, (A Companion to the Bible)




