WHAT IS INTERCESSORY PRAYER
Iuke 11:1-10

Lord, teach us to pray. Intercessory prayer is like an inter-continental
ballistic missile. It is the secret weapon of the church. It can be fired
from any spot on earth, ‘%rave} at the speed of thought andhit it's target ever
time. It can even be armed with a delayed detonatipf. Jesusy in John 17,said
"I pray not only for these but also for those who shall believe on me through
their word." Long before I was born, Jesus prayed for me and when I was saved
that prayver went into effect. 1 Ex may not be able to leave my children
a great deal of money when I die, but I have already given them an inheritance
of prayer. And long after I am dead, God will be answering prayers in their

e

behalf that T +mwe prayed for them while I am s#FEr alive. What a marvelous

1 i
truth; what a marvelous weapon, I think the greatest thing about this secret

weapon of the church, the ministry of intercession, theugh is the fact that

there is no defense against it. The devil has never yet invented an anti-
ballistic missile. Now the lost man has a defense against your preaching -
he doesn't have to come. He can throw away the tract you give him as you pass

him on the street. He can turn off the radio~shut off the television. When
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he does come to church, he can close his ears and count how many choilr members

are wearing glasses. But there is one thing that he cannot do. He cannot keep

Jesus from knocking at the door of his heart. The ministry of intercession is

God's secret weaponi he has giveng%o the church to wage spiritual warfare in
e

these days. I want you to know when ¥@@ do against the devil armed with that

weapon the victory is already ours. When Jesus was praying for Peter and

{i

prophesying of his failure he said,il have prayed for thee that thy faith
fail not, and when thou art turned again (I'm glad he didn't say and if you
are turned again, no doubt about i?, he saidaﬂggp thou art turned again),
strengthen thy brethren. The weapon of intercession is an invincible weapon

J
that God has placed in our hands. AH; A8 a matterof fact, intercession is

o e ; "
the vexry essence of the gospel. Waen-Trread Isaiah 53° I read «p=that-lagt=vet

se-that ”"Jesus made intercession for usX - for the trnsgressors. T ¥EH:x

in IT Cor. that"he who knew no sin was made to be sin for me, that's interces:
When Jesus was baptized by John in Jordan, John said, #Jesus, I need to be
baptized by yourbecause John's baptism was a confession of sinfulness and a

baptism of repentance. Jesus had no sins to confess. There was ho need of

vepentance in hie life. This is why John protested, but Jesus was doing what
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He was identifying Himself with sinners. This is why He was born under the law
as T am under thelaw. This is why He was made of a woman as I was made of a

womanf k%otally identified with me in His flesh; tempted in all points such as
ot

o
1 e
3... il g2

I am - -only-diff

without sin. Therefore we have a ¥ high priest
who understands and XX sympathizes. The essence of the gospel is intercession

and .by:the-way that's what Jesus is doing right now. The longest praye;in the

i

Bible is John 17, it is prayer of intercession. Hebrews 7:25 says iﬁmﬁghe is

# i

able to save to the uttermost all them that come to God by him. Why? Seeing he

F
ever liveth to make intercession for us. Would you like to know what Jesus is

ﬁ,*ﬁ“w&éfw%“;
doing right now at this @ very peswt, He's praying for this preacher., First Joh:

2:2 syiy "And if any man sin we have an XX advocate {and that's just a fancy woxr«
for lawyer) we have an advocate, Jesus Christ the righteous." And he is = not w
the covering of our sin. If we do sin, when we do fail, wehave a B heavenly law

&%xyg‘;ﬁ“’! g

§Who atands face to face with the Father. Y@ﬁﬁkﬂuw,ﬁ&ost lawyers when condu

;a trial they =twaps plead their clien't's innocence. But Jesus is a strange

: o . i
- lawyer, ﬁé does not plead innocence; He pleads my guilt, Hut he says, Father,

2b@cause of the nails of Calvary, by every tear, by every drop of blood, by every
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groaq}for my sake, forgive him. and the Bible says our sins are forgiven for

Jesus' sake. And right now at this moment Jesus Christ is ¥ praying fox me , azrct

i
jﬁy salvation and my sanctification is secure because of his intercession. So
i
’szgé“f% fda Lhet
when the devil comes to me with a charge I refer him to my lawyer. % handles

all of my cases and I §#yer has never y&t lost a case, nor a client, Jesus is

interceding right now. And so he says, "as the Father has sent me so X send I

you." I Peter chapter 2 verses 5 and merses 9 tell me that God has made us

I < Bak
e::> LE £
Rev. 1:5,fhe hath made us kings and priests.; Wwhat is a

%

a kingdom of priests.
priest? One of the basic tenets of Baptist faith is the priesthood of the
believer. Now most of the time we've looked upon the priesthood of the believs
as simply my ability to approach God without a go-between, but that's only a
dwar&éd picture of priesthood. A BEXEEX ﬁriest is who? A priest is a person
who goes ER to God on the behalf of someone else. And the greatest sin that

being committed today in the church of Jesus Christ is this sing the lack of

s

. . # . « " ¢ 4
intercession. Someone 1S saved, we rejoice; we praise the Lord for them, we
L

i, v £
b AR G
watch them. Maybe they-were street kidg or maybe He-was-an alcoholic or maybe

she ¥ was a woman of questionable character. We have a little reservation in

Mﬁ“ :
our minds, we're going to wait and see if they really stick with it. “ﬁﬁﬁ”%ft
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a few months theiy- zeal begins to ABX die down and @hmy'gradually driftsaway

worrer

ey

I

and-you-krowswhak. we say, "f'm not surprised, I always had my suspicisions

gy H
| Er S Y
about them." wﬁgﬁ&%%ver a time have we wept before the throne of God intercedinc

Vel SAwiust
for them- Paniel said, "God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in
Y

.y :
Foy e it
AT

ceasing to pray foryou." And that person you XXIXIXX criticize begause he

'

e 5%

béj f/'&"
has.fallen-by the way sid%§

—
d you pray for H him, have you interceded for him

Tt is a sin against God if I fail to intercede for the believers in my church
as well as for others. The tMinistry of intercession is the heart of the gospel
The greatest prayess ever prayed were intercessory prayers. Abrahamd praying
for Sodom and Gomorrah, Moses praying for thepeople, Paul}in‘Romans chapter 10
praying that Israel might be saved, that's intercession. ﬁwﬁuﬁfyou'll read i#
Phil. and Eph. and Colossians§all of the® prison prayers of Paulgyou'll

find every one of them are intercessions, all of them. Paul going to God

on the behalf of someone else, thatd intercession. And I want to share with

—afternoow some of the characteristics of interceswion.amd I don't

you

r
§

know of anotheﬁpassages in all the %érd of God that reveals to me the characte

¥

g

of intercession as-

parable that Jesus teld in-veraeg—56=Fand-8-in
L JJIL
) a&:ﬁ;ﬁ - ne

1vi response to his disciples n-they-came—and--said, "Loxd, teach us to pray."
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been thinking about this series of messageﬁﬁt@@ay;;%ﬂnan presumes too much
when he stands to teach others to pray. I cannot teach you to pray, there 1is
more about prayer I do not know than I do know. 1 think the disciples for
once were correct, "Tord, teach us to pray”, and I am merely today the channel
through which Jesus wants to teach you to pray. And I have a suspicidoen that
many of us will never be.convincend of the power of this secret weapon until

we experience it. T want you to try it for yourself. Please do not come and

just listen to a message, you try it for yourself, this is the only way

. . . g
you'll be convinced of it. You remember how the disciples and l=sddes tried to

convince everyone that Jesus was alive, but -they were not convinced = until wh:

? s n:';ﬁ
RHE

’&hey met the risen Loxd. Jesus was the only one -E&r t-could convince them He W

alive, and Jesus,as you meet Hin%}n prayeréwill be the only one who'll be able
to convince you of the power of this secret weapon. The greatest illustratisn

i

wad Eo last night was when Moses was on the mountainéﬁggshua was in the

~F.. Lefe:
valley - what was Moses doing? He was intercdding and the victory was won in
the valley because it was already won on the mountain top. ﬁgﬁﬁif you're goi

to see victories won ews in the fields of evangelism you're going to have to

be on the mount of intercessioniﬁﬁﬁ winning the victory and winning the battl
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there.

INTERCESSORY PRAYING IS DARING PRAYING;, daring praying, bold praying-
audacious praying. Notice, "and he said unto them which of you shall have

a friend and shall go unto him at midnight (which was an inconvenient hour,

i
and say unto him, friend lend me three loaves. BAand then the fellow answere .- ]

. g i 7

i 7
H %,(vf“-"gﬂ

from within, "trouble me not, the children are already with me in bed." Now

back in these N.T. days they didn't have four and five bedroom homes like some

sl iy & A

of us have. wd the father and the wife would get in the middle and all the

kids would crowd along the sides. Now if any of you have ewer had a little bab

. i

TR

W LA HE

e '%fii g ¢

Wi s |
3@ Flasand

tha;w&nﬁ@ye tried to get to sleep and there's just no way to get that-kid to

fHides

sleep except lay dewn with £hem and be real stillfaﬁdwlay“tﬁérveorwawhi&emahd

wi@wyoﬁ“lI“&i@mfﬁ@fgwf6rwawhiiemthey*i&wgemt@we%eepwmaﬁd you'll shobt anybody

g
a0

that walks in that room and wakes that-kid up. A Ohy I've done that so many
i

times, a&@m@hen;%fter ehat child is asleep you try as easy as you can to becom

a little feather and light off that bed§w§ou never make it. Can you imagine

éé%g,s 4 h 4k %
. o P AR
if you were, -at-midnight asleep and Ehie-was in a town where they rolled up
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the sidewalks at dark thirty and it was midnight and you were in bed and all
your khildren were in bed with you and some fellow's out there banging on the
door, banging on the door;z I submit to you, that's daring praying.

When Abraham prayed to God on the behalf of Sodom and Gomorroh, that was

3 4
bold praying. He did not come to CGod as a beggar, lTisben, Yyou do come to God

U :
in salvatisn as a beggarﬁiﬁﬁtﬁw%en you come in prayer, you cCOme as a son

Vi ;
with family rights, and fou will never understand the powerof intercessiBK ory
] _

é

#

o the back door ¥

praying if you come o God half apologetic -&s a beggars:

a stranger. I want you to know when I come on the authority of the blood of

Jesus and in His Name as a child of God,an heir of God and a joint-~heir of

Jesus Christ, I have a right to demand things from him, that's what the word

ask really means in the Greek in John 14:14. "If ye shall demand anything ofm

Interceseory praying must be bold praying, daring praying.

Pirst of all it must be daring in it's size. Notice he came and said,

ﬁlend me three loaves.. ¥ Now Wm. Barclay says that one loaf was a day's supplsy

e
in Israel g%ghink of it; midnighazone man, lend me three loaves. Daring pray:

T ¥I% love that little chorus that says "thou art coming to a King, large
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because B the people were about to pass out

g

0
P
a

haweé preached that very long sermoni

-

e,

b @
from ¥ hunger ;¥ and the disciples saidﬂwﬂiord, you better send them away or
Vi ’

¥

thev're going to faintfwéﬁﬁ Jesug said, ¥ "They need not go away.“;g“w’

u need never gﬁggo away from Jesus to get anything you need. You

don't need to send them away. And he asked Phillip, "phillip how much money

do you hav Qnd this he said testing Phillié?fand Phillip did what everyone

<

Fopad

Wi e s ha .
of us do when we XEER meet a task, @%?ﬁm@ﬁlnto @%@ pockets and we countioux.

4
&l

i X
money and e measure’ the situation by eur own resources. The only thing wrong

2

with Phillip's arithmetic was he left God out of the calculation. This He said

testing Phillip.‘ You don't have to try to save God money. You pray big and

A

plan big?Jﬁntercessory praying must be big in its size. When we first opened
LA
our Intercessory Prayer Ministry in our church and began ﬁ% receivé’ Ffequests
by telephone and letter and even telegram, the size of those requeststhat came
in, the gize of the ones that came in% T remember one particuldat day a little
. ”’ Lio
three year old child had -B&d some Lysol splashed in “##s eyes and had taken

some into its mouth and EATIERKIER swallowed it@aﬁaﬁihe doctor said"if the

child lives he'll be blind, @md%i%e call came in, what a size, what a big
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to pray that God would heal,znd ﬁiraculously God answered the request and
s

o :
that ¥eX child's eyes were not even harmed, éhere was absolutely no trace of

any problem of any defect, efiany-harm. The doctor said, "it's miraculous,

it
1A

it's miraculous." A 1ittle child born retarded in a special school for

4
EAl

A A
‘'went to a S5 class meeting@ﬁiﬁe lady that had the program

&

retarded childre
frp & ﬁf/i/d %;@f,&‘é&wmw}ﬁf#’ i‘““‘ﬁ’

didn't show up and_a.woman-was. there and.in her purse she-had a tape on

thanking God in everything. She said I feel led to play this tape and as she

played that tape on being thankful in everything that mother began to weepyg

ghe had never done that. That day she claimed the promise from God the

thanksgiving is the highest expression offaith and that God's power is

-

EL

P

i

. ise the Lord

released through the praises of His people =nd she began o pra
for her retarded child. I want you to know today that EME®RX child is in regul
school, not a touch of that retardation remaining. What if that mother had
sajid "it's too much to ask. It must be daring in it's size.%%lt musﬁ%lso be

DARING IN ITS STUBBORNESS. That's what the word impprtunity¥ means ==

i

i

stubborness. Ngw %otlce,z%% won't rise and give 'him because he's his friend,

4
% 4 ke
5% ;ﬂ'{‘-}_}a A ‘3‘*“&?%

L A ,
ghat doesn't make any difference when you are asleep at midnight and you've

got all your kids in bed with you.# I don't care if you're my best friend, TI'I
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not about to get up and give you what you need. But because of wewr stubborn

N

%

i
persistence. Youi-knew.in Luke chapter 18, Jesus speaks on the same thinge afd

says there was a judge who feared not God nor regarded man, and there was a

widow that got a bum deal on something and she went to this judge time and time

again and said"I want you to do right by me, I want you to avenge me." Notice,

"the judge feared not God nor regarded man but IEEXIEREX lest by her continual

coming she weary me ( @& §¥6i know what-that word really meansg lest she do

2

violence to me), he avenged her. Do you know what that judge was afraid of? He

was afraid that the next time that sweet little widow came she was going to be
bringimia ball bat and hit him over the head with it. Lest by her coming she
do violence to me/. Shall not God much more avenge the elect? Are you the
elect of God? Much more God will avenge you. Stubborness, persistence - why
must we be persistent? You say, preacher if it's God will that He do this,

why do we have to keep coming again and again and asking God to de that? Becau
the enemy opposes every intercessian; @pposes every prayer.¥¥AXYEK You go home
this afternoon-and-you ;;ad Daniel XX 10 and you'll find that vwien Daniél praye
and fastedfwhEMe@n;inaedwﬁgwpnaywanﬁwfa%& for three weeks, 21 dayseg &ﬂﬁ%@t the

i
end of that 21 days the angel showed up and he said, iisten, from the day you
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fH
i

from the day you began @@wpraygi left the throne of Godjﬂfke moment that prayver,
E
travelling at the speed of thought, arrived at the throne of the TKEXL ¥ather,

I was sent, ﬁut the devil, an enemy angelfopposed me and there was war in heaver

r

4 Ty
for 21 days¢“§;at's why he had to pray, pray, pray and fast, %hy? Because the

enemy always opposes ¥ intexcessoxry praying.

~é§ Ephesians chapter 6 whexe Paul says, "Stand therefore having your TK lois

girt about j%ég EEARRRE saysaﬂﬁyagé%mw that's a military word that means to
resist, he's talking abouﬁ%and to hand combat with the devily %tand, and in
everything else he says to do following that, you're to do it standing. You're
to have your loins girk about opposing the éevil‘ky%u're to have on the
breaktplate of righteousness standing against the devil,xgou're to take the
sword of the %pirit standing against the devil. Verse 18 says"praying always
with all pryer and supplication in the spirit.” Stand praying. As you prays
you are opposing the devilfﬁg;at's why it's necessary to be stubborn in your
prayer. Ynuwﬁﬁﬁwwrl wonder when we stand in the presence of Jesus, how many

of us will hear him say.-as He Jjudges us for everything in our life, good or b.

for reward or loss ~ I wonder how many times Jesus will say, " do you remember

when vou prayed for such and so, do you remember when you prayed for this
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when-you:-prayed-—for-=this healingg;lgg vou had just prayed a little longer,
if you had just ¥X¥¥¥R stood against the enemy a little longer, it would
have been yours."

Now-the- ... story-ig-not-intercession-but Ttrs a good-

4

7 Fa d
Fofpda, A

[ { :
principle £6 illustratelid-sben in the book of Genesis-Tacob is wrestling

simple—-ene, thewangelfés the day began to dawﬂésgld} "let me go". And
Jacob said "I will not let you go unless you bless me.” Now whatever else
+hat means there's something very strange to me about that conver=ation.
The angel said, "Let me go". Do you believe Jaccob was stronger than that
angel? It seems to me that anytime that angel wanted o he could have
gotten loose from Jacob. I believe that fight was fixed. I believe the
angel was saying, "Let me go", but under his breath, "I hope he doesn't
because he's about to get the blessing." Stubborness in prayer ~"continue
in prayer", FIENEX Paul sg%fin Col. 4:2 and that word means #lay siege™ to
the throne of God?§ But we must not only be Egf® daring in those things,

we must be daring in

THE SACRIFICE OF OUR PRAYING
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Right here is where many of us drop out @ﬁ interfession, and-I-wantto talk
\\\\\\\\ with YQQMﬁgﬁwﬁmﬁﬁwwQOentsuabmut"thiéwﬁgEngwﬁfmsacrifigewinniﬂtéfééggbry
Jpraying. You don't read this parable very long until you understand this

man was making a sacrifice. He was placing his friendship on the line,

b, ;‘
‘ é;@ | i » ; P S
éﬁé e e Sleepiééé was sacrificing something, ¢ ik

s

to him. There is a sacrifice that must be paid if we are to interced.
effectively. #ew let's go back%%the pattern, is=Fegug; Jesus 1s they%wéﬁ%

3
intercessor and I am to intercede as Jesus interceded, énd-ﬁbw did He do it?

i3
% x%.-’?j‘;
EPRN-S %
*&;f’vﬁe“”‘ %

ming identifyéfiwith the people for ¥ whom He interceded.

He did it by
Tdentification is the key to intercession and that involves sacrifice. Jesu
in Isaiah 53 identified ﬂimsalfiﬁmade intercession for the transgressors.

: ﬁi . o . P
Adde-pight, sten to Moses in Exodus chapterxr 32fihe people have sinned, he'

. I

on the mount; he's interceding, nmw*i;sten to what he sayﬁ?gand Moses return
unto the Lord and said, "Oh this people have sinned a great sin and have
made them gods of gold;yet now if thou wilt not forigve their sin and if not

—— notice —- blot me, I pray thee out of the book which thou hast written.”

T cannot understand that kind of praying. Man's mind cannot understand that
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Moses was saying, "if you cannot forgive them blot me I pray thee out of

- k4
fd &

the book which thou has written." A@&mﬁﬁg'yhyRomans chapker 9; "I say
the truth in Christ I lie not,my conscience also bearing me witness in the
Holy Ghost that I had great heavéness and continual sorrow in my heart

for I could shawe wishé§ that my-brethren were-aecursed from Christ =or

,w:ﬂéﬁggéwgmm&dwhavemwished that my self were accursed for Christ - for
my brethren, my kinsman according to the flesh." That is intercession.
To wish myself accursed from Christ for their sake, that's why Paul

could say for three years, "I cease not day and night with tears

R f
# IR B
{ bt
Y

to warn and to preach and to pray." That's intercession.

Eny
i1 Adad

,gtay with me.™ II Cor. 4:10~-12y Paul is giving us in-thi-a-p

key to a spiritual harvest amd I think XKAXXXX every man and woman i thde
Jilding-teoday wants to have a spiritual harvest and there's only one
way you can have it. Notice what he says in the 10th verseX¥:"always

bearing about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,that the life also

of Jesus might be made manifest in our % For we which live are always

delivered unto death for Jesus' sake that the?ife also of Jesus might be

#
made manifest in our mortal flesh. Now in the 12th verse he gives us the |
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wgo then death worketh in e but life in you. Death worketh in we but life

in you.ﬁ“ﬂgw @ne more passage John 12:3¥ 24-25 ,Jesus says, "Verily, verily
T say untio you, except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die it
abideth alone:but if it die it bringeth forth much fruit." There it is aga
the key to spiritual harvest —-ﬁexcept a corn of wheat fall into the ground
and die it abideth aloneﬁjfﬂﬁy,ﬁ%fe you abiding along? 1Is your witness
empty and fruitless, is your ministry empty and fruitless, are you

abiding alone? I'll tell you why - it's because you haven't died. It
abides alone unless it dies. But if it die it bringeth forth much fruit.

couple of years smd-I was in a revival meeting in another state

and God began to show me some of these things, T<Ehi¥mk I was desperate

with liberty and not power, and some of us have mistaken libexrty for powerxr
N gf}f"“?i‘ : . N N . z{u g
We had everything - good crowds, good singingg I had liberty preaching, “*

no power. Everybody was pretty well satisfied to call it a good meeting

- ingredients for a great meet

because we had all the necessary ,

gmﬁ;”%. %@éﬁéﬁﬁ"ﬁy



%

,zd: i ﬁ%éf/ég, ‘.fg:{/g x L
txsafeernoon. So I began to read theﬂe'8£xmptu5333 death worketh

. §XG ﬁ.f«/ . . E&\ . y .
in me but life in Yyou. Jesus died that I might live, Paul says

in Col. 1:24,6 —~ ﬁﬂy ministry, my service is simply thisy I am filling

up that which is lacking in the afflictions of Christ.* For it-is

- &’:/ ow [ 13N it £ 4 bl
to suffer for his sake." . ) b we shall also

E% (ot
reign with him. " ©No suffering - no reigning. But death worketh in me,

%ﬁlife in you.:iThere's the principle, death in me, life in you. Everytime
there's life in somebody it's because somebody else has died. .24@ I got
on my knees and I realized that if I could come to the place as Christ's

, %mf’w ‘%
servant, if I would take upon _me voluntary death, HEXK death to convenien
death to normal advantages, death to luxuries, death to idols, death to
things, if death could work in me then I would have the right to demand
God to have life work in the people. -And T knelt beside the bed in that
y%uﬁf
motel room and I Sé@ﬁ “nlord, I don't understand too much about this

but T am hungry to see your power,and Father I'm willing tonight to take

death to myself in any area that I might claim life in the people."”
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#wd in a moment God put his finger on one thing; H&waid; "this is what i

~
éﬁiﬁ ”Mw«m?

want you to die to." I jumped up off my knees and~Tgaid, "Lord, forgivﬁhe
for praying something I did not mean." gﬁﬁyl sat down in-tHat~&hHair and
for one solid hour I had a controversy with the Lord. I'll never forget it.
T think what hurt me most and grived me most was that I had been so glib
and so shallow as to guote something I did not really mean. 2aAnd %ir one
solid hour I sat there, in—that-chair-and God saidfthe line ids drawnyﬁow
there'll be no life in these people unless you are willing to die to that

#
one thing. -Zmel

=£% the end of the hour, I fell %f my face prostrate opeW&t

ﬁ%’ ?“?fi géf"% &

rugrand=F-edd, "Lord, I'm willing to die to that thing." ##d I got up off

e e

my knees knowing victory. -2Zmd I walked into Eﬁa@wpulpit that night andiyrou

I didn't have much libertyébut I had a lot of power from God. Sacrifi

God tried to teach me this when I was 19, I was holding a revival

at the FBC of Bow Legs, Oklahoma. fI want you to know I have been in some
LY

5
prestige pulpits in my timeg} One night a woman walked down the aisles

weepinds ghe told the pastor something and then the pastor shared it with

the peopleg aﬂéﬁﬁhis was the woman's testimony? "For years 1've
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been praying for my lost father, every revival we've had I've prayed that Goc
would save my lost father. “ShEﬂﬂaﬁgyg;is afternoon I was standing at the

kitchen sink washing the dishes, and I was praying, ' Oh, Go§§save my dad

this week, save my dad this week, verswamd , ’Lordg whatever it takes,

save my dad, whatever it takes.' &@dﬁshﬁﬁﬁ%%ﬂ,yi;e Lord spoke to me through
His spirit and said, "would vou be willing to die X8 for your dad’'s salvatiof
iﬁf you were to have a car accident and at your funeral your father would be

saved, hi-s-heart-woeuld-be-tender, would you be willing to die for your dad's

7

s

5
’f

salvtion?" ﬁﬁﬁfﬁhe walked down that aisle that night to say, and her father

s

"I come publicly tonight to confess before this

was not there, bt

congregation that I told God I would be willing to die if my dad could be

ffgjgz Lf et
gsaved through it." Before the week was over her father was saved. Willing t

A :
B3 w b
meet the sacrifice. There‘& ‘some wives who have lost husbands, fhey're not
f;" ﬁéi*?ﬁ« gmﬁw,/
willing to be submissive to those lost husbandfanéthe wife

preacher, if I were to submit myslf to my husband like you say -- like God

P
a4t H
o DU s i

1 }M;gwﬁ,ﬁx

says --—. DLast week I preached on submission in the home} the husband/wifg;
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4 %@%ﬁé"‘f}*‘i’w
e g%éf“ &ﬁ“”f Bt
parentd/children éﬁﬂ“there waw a woman in the congregation was a women's 1li

%

iy ;[ fé}“{fﬁf’@f& Mw §§
She turned to the lady sitting next to her and sadd, " ie's a male

AL
= you '@ calling

chauvinist Pig"@waﬁﬁﬁihe woman answered back am@e-seit

e fherire s
God a male chauvinist plgﬁ ‘He's the one that said it." -But=theylsve come

Swesgaid, "Pastor, if I eubmit myself to my husbnd like you say
it's going to mean sacrifice;and you don't know what my husband is like,
and I'm going to KH¥KX have to sacrifice and gsuffer." Who ever told you
you had no sufferingg in the Christian life? All suffering in the Christi:

/!rg;g;‘,,z_ﬂ ot
life is redemptive -- and it is just &haé‘sufferlng ofyeu that God wants
to use redemptively in the salvation of that lost husband. “~Amé %&en I am
willwing to sacrifice and suffer in intercession for someone elseﬁl have

the right to claim that answer from God. That's the law of spiritual

sacrifice. &And I.P. must be daring in its sacrifice.
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Secondly, INTERCESSORY prayer must not only be daring it must also

1)
: [A—
be DEFINITEW M meﬂhw Qpmen
14
ke el “
4ﬁélcame to and BB said gsvewe RX¥E®X - how many loaves-

three, one, two, three. Definite praving.

A%Mﬁ r&ud
ﬁmﬁﬁﬁéi; our praying'aim at nothing and hit it every time. Did you know

VERNEE vague praying is a result of lack of faith? It doesn't take much

faith to pray vaguely. It takes more faith to pray specifically. ‘GemescT

o |, gome of us will not pray definitely and specifically

because we are afraid God will not answer and we will be humiliated. Tees

“thin

qxa;j{é the church is in revival ¥ I can say, "Lord, save the lost." femd
if anvbody's saved)I can say,"well my prayer was answered." But if I
come to God and say,"Lord, I ¥WKK want you to work in so and so's life

" /
this week, there'll be no mistaking it if God answers myprayer or if God

H
4

Bl

EAR

does not answer:prayer. It is slander to pray and not expect God to
answer definitely and specifically. Jesus always prayed specifically.

jNewwwemdﬁﬁWtWHévéWﬁimeMthismaﬁpgxﬂgggwtowqowthrnghWﬁmlwthéwthiﬁgS
y g s ju b xﬁ}ﬁﬁ
-specifically-that-we-can pray. for. Let me just mention a few,
M; }f,yff,hx a2 @» fffﬁﬁf%%ﬁfgﬁﬁﬁﬁ éfﬁv¢@ e

EPYAé# salvation, Ro;an; 10:1.{ I head a man preach-not—tong-ago-and say
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nwe ought not o pray for the salvation of the lost and he quoted a

hfﬁi zﬂ«@.’fﬁéﬁﬁﬂ&
number of verses but he left one out.._ Romans 10: 1§ﬁher@ Paul says, "My
Vi ﬁﬁa&ggﬁ? éﬂ“*“ffﬁf

prayer to God for Israel is;that they might be saved." Ngw Paul prayed
for the salvation of a lost nation. You can pray for salvation. You can

Ple, "Confess your faults one

%

I

¢ A
o

A8 gﬁﬂ }}&

Last-month We’publlshed a two

i

page list of answers to prayer ip our IP i€ ministry. I rejoiced at

all of those who had been saved through our IP ministry, I XEB rejoiced at
the fantastic number of people who had been healed thr ugh our IP
ministry. In the past¥ month I have had two people come to me and make

a strange request. Not long ago the phone rang in my study and it was a

lady who was a member of another church a#d ghe xZR said"gistorﬁ there's

xf “&Méy@ =
a certain woman in our church and-sheis had multiple sclerosis for four

years and its getting worse and worsey g%e is a great Christiang. God has

b
@ﬁ“ A

dealt with her, she feels -though “fhat God wants someone to anoint her w/

H

¥ &
sﬁ'gﬂ ,v/§ ff fﬁxg
oil and pray over her.® ghe said élt»d@esn*t matter whether or not

£

/Saﬁ‘"’f}

%, i : Doy ThArL

God healﬁgméfbecause He @Mdone so much through thlfs 51ckness, %m%ould not

‘S\ﬁwf . »
exchange this sickness for health ifﬁﬁjhad to give up what God'%ﬁgone for
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o o o ' celf Y4
sp1r1tually§ Bt Bhe said T want’ to be obedlenty.@yfee that God want

g
ﬁJ A ef%”{g_‘/fw &;{/@{’

%QeWto call for the elders of the church and have them anoint W£th me oil.

KZ}
She said she called her pastor to come out and he said it wasn't necessary

i /
YA

A
¥ she's not XXRIX satlsfled

Ve
{ Bt o
to do K that‘and that he would pray for her,bu

%% it f”’f}’“ g"é'/ﬁ £i ,g ’3’

"Would vau do it?f I said,

the book of James and I agree with James 4 where it says, "speak not evil
of one another, brethren.", and I've preached on that. And I agree
with James 4:17 where it: says, "Therefore to him that knowetﬁféo good and

doeth it not,to him it is sin." 2and in that same book of James is the

“F

¥
s Fatml £
fifth chapter that says, "If there=fs any among youf

let him call for

;;&¢@*§gmﬁm;@?£@ %&@ﬁfﬁ

¥

, g , e o .
the elders of the churchgand le -anointihim with o0il in the name of

the Lord, etc., etc." I cannot preach James 4 without preaching

James 5. Now the sick person is supposed to take the initiative. You're

not to go along with a bottle of oil™amd trying to get people to let vyou

"”i:"’“}
tﬁ m’r i f Ww@fﬁgﬁ

anoint them. They ought to take the initiative.

i
call for the eldexrs of the church, I'm an elder in the church,

N
under God. I said, "you come over%gwe'll be obedient to God." I have

never in my life had such a sweet time and felt the presence of God. You
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¥ et
£
; #
can pray for healing. The prayerof faith shall save the sick. Now the only

time you can pray the prayer of faith is when it's in God's will. You can
pray fox healing@gyau can pray for growth - all of Paul's letters containgé

u ought to

pray for preachers; d&id-you-knew-that? Listen to what ke says in II Thess.
chapter 3/ ver$es 1 and 2, and I did not know this was in the Bible until

pray for AIAXXKX us,that the word of the Loxd may have free course;

I
and be glorified, even as it is with you: A#@ thsd4
J:*un?gr have
first of all pray that the word may KXKEXXKEEXXKKX free course, that it may

Y
gow notice ¥ he says

spread and multiply. XK Don't only pray that T*1l be able to preach

o

o
£ AA »'ﬁ”»

with-word- ~with-powear- aﬂdmeffectaveness”andmgray;%gf -@s- that we may be

delivered from unreasonable, that means unprincipled men, and wicked men
for all men have not faith." Do you know one thing that ruins preachers
in Americak? Iﬁﬁs“thﬁtmihey get involved with men who have no spiritual

principle and they're wicked. They get involved in business deals and other

o i
A REw Ak g{{/y"i/w i

shenagins with>them and their ministry is ruined. Do you pray for your

pastor that he would be delivered from HXKRXX unprincipled people and wicked
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men? And so webught to pray specifically.X But let's go now to the last
point because this is really the most important.

Intercessory praying X¥XX must be DESPERATE PRAYING. There must be
about it a note of urgency. The hardest work I ever do is pray, I mean
really pray. Because you cannot intercede gffectively and ¥ spiritually

until you get ¥ desperate about it. And this whole parable breathes

BALF AR A v R

urgency and desperation. He's deéperate. Let me share with you #n-these

.closing mements why we ought to be desperate about intercessory praying.

_- INESCAPABLE RESPONSIBILITY

He %ays " friend has come to me in his journey." It was the custom ﬁ%

Ve

“rf

those-days. if you were home some evening and a traveller on his journey
came and knocked at your door and wanted something to eat he was youxr
responsibility, you must provide for him. Notice what he says, " ?Eriend
of mine in his journey has come to me." He didn't come to the%eighbor,
he didn't come to the pastor's house, he didn't come to the deacons'

house, he came to me, I have an inexcapable responsibility. And parents

today are shirking their spiritual responsibility and truskting the church
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to minister to their childref I want you to o i ldren are your

responsibility, not the church's. They've come to you. They've come-to

you. -And I do not know how HOOFEHXERKKR many parents have come to

; £ i

S

preachers afteriﬁhegewchildren are grown and say, "Pray foghy childreng

T can't get them to come to church." They were your responsibility. I
want you to know that God brings people to me in the journey of life and
they are my inescapable responsibility. %ﬁdiif you do not spend time
praying over your children and praying over those that you teach and prayil
for your neighbors, you've never come to realize that God has given to

you an inexcapable XEXGIIERIA responsibility. The book of James, and-also

. £
TR

wéhapter*8, wheﬁﬁit says "they were

.k
A

the book of I Peter;andwais@winwAets

scattered abroad"/. The persecution arose in Acts chapter 8 and they
were XK#) scattered abroad. The word scattered is the Greek word for

sewing seed. Do you know what God does? He takes His people, their

L

seed and he sews them. You think that you moved on that street at that
particulaxr house nuwbexr by accident, didn't you? No. That was God

planting a seedbecause he wanted a harvest there. You think that you

P
I
just stumbled into that office, into that job, ho. God planted a see the
d
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You think that your company transferrd you to San Antonio, don't you? No.

. ¥ ik
L

God planted a seed because he wanted a harvest. Your inescapable

responsibility ought to make praying a desperate issue. It ought to be

MY INADEQUATE RESOURCES

"And I have nothing to set before him." Do those words ech&%your heart?
A friend of mine in his journey has come to me and I have nothing to set
before him. My children, Loxd, I've tried, I've reasonedy Lord, I come

to you in desperation, because I have nothing to set before them. I had

a black evangelist from Karthom Sudan in my office X not long ago and befor:

1y

ke AL AL
§ ks

the morning service when I was topreach, we knelt and prayed and I will neve:
forget what he prayedngé said, "Father if you do not bless the pastor
the people will go away hungry.’ My inadequate resources. Aﬁﬁiﬁf you do

not labor long in prayer it's because you've never been convinced of your

i
Fa

inadequate resources. Eﬁ%ﬁgﬁ}ﬂire you tired of lugging buckets of water

from the wells of othermen? Wouldn't you like to have your own fountainX

springing up, wouldn't you like to have your own river flowing out, rivers
/7

of living water. My inadequate resources. But there's a last reason why
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our praying ought to be desperate, ¥EEE because
of HIS INEVITABLE REWARD ;%é@ié@ié%“
I tell you because he is your friend he will not rise and give him
but because of his importunity he will rise and give him what? As many
three
as he ¥ needs. I don't know if you've got XMW loaves or not, I know
he got all he needed. His inevitable reward - inevitable, no doubt about it

Inevitable, he will arise and give vou X% as much as he needs..

I'll never forget when God was

trying to teach me thiss I got
into a situation that all of us get intog I was backed up against the wall
kad .
financially. .Amd I have to have money yesterday or this pastor was going to
ke in real trouble. -%ﬂdﬁ%bout that time I got sick, not too sick,but just
sick enough whexe I couldn't work. I WX said, well this is of Gods He's
made it possible where I can justlock myself up for a few days in my
bedroom and I'll pray down that money. 8o I opened my Bible to Matthew
chapter 6 verse 33 where he says"seek ye first the kingdom of God and his

righteousness and all of these things will be added unto you." And so I

got on my knees, opened my Bible to Matthew 6:33 and I praved,

"Tord
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please, Lord give me this moneys T¥¥ Lord, give me this moneys Lord, give

me this money, Lord, are you going to give me this money?" XXEXHRKEA 1'd

stop for awhile, I'd read that verse over and over againg I thought ti&t

FRAGW -osmosis,. or just by reading over

iy,

maykbe I could get faith Juet bejy

P ¥ O S
gf e :ymm;g‘“ﬁ
i

and over again@tﬁé@ somehow it would get into my head and into my heart.and

(4]

I stayed XKX®Y there, I don't know how long; "Lord, meet my needs. TILord,

give me this money. Loxd, give me a sign that you're going to answer

#
this prayer. Show me you're going to meet this need. And after I'd been
there for awhile slandering God, He said to me, "read that verse again." A
T read it again. "All these things will be added unto you." He said, "Don
you wish your banker had said that instead of me?" -Amwd I read it again and
the truth hit me, if the president of the bank had said, "Now, Ron, you
just go ahead and seek first God and preach and tend to his business, don't
wrry about these other things, I'll take care of everying) .Bo you think
T would have been there worrying and freEful and anxius and doubtful, of

course not. TI would have been praising the banker. Thankful, victory. Ar

!
that day God taught me, never again to do anything X but lay th@need before

i
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Him and praise Him for the answer.
Now, what I'm going to say doesn't apply to you, it applies to me.
T said, "Lord, it seems to me that it's a disgrace for my boy to walk up
and down the streets asking the neighbors for food when I'm his father and
T'11 ¥5R feed him. X He doesn't need to go to the HiX¥ heighbors, that's
humiliating to me. 2and, Father, it seems to me that you're humiliated
and disgraced when you promised me to meet all my needs and I'm going to
bankers and loan companies and everything else and borrowing money to meet

§§
Iord* T will never again do it. X I'm not saying this is

my needs.
for you?yﬁ;is is the way God dealt with ¥¥ me. Every preacherggbecomes his
ovn illustration, sooneror later, God sees to it. ©Not too long ago, there

I was again, there had been sickness, adverse B circumstances, savings
gone, $700.00 needed by the end of the week. I prayed and I prayed and I
prayed, I said, "Lord, thank you, thank you for the answer." Then God

showed me where the answer was, we had some muthl stock that my wife and I

had vowed we'd never cash in because that my boys' education. B It that
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time we had exactly $700 and something dollars. I said, now Lord?my wife

and I have promised each ¥ other that we wouldn't touch X¥X that because

bl
AT

that's our koys' futurejf God saidf Oh you can't g@ﬁ%ﬁ me with your boys
future?" I said, "Lord, if ¥&¥%X you'll speak to my wife about that."
I got home that night after church and ¥ she said, "You know I thought
today where we could get that money?" I said, "Where." She said
"those KEEKXELXEHHX mutual funds." I X said, "All right, I'll call them
in the morning and tellthem to send us the money." I called, their office
was in Minneapolis and they said, "youll have it by the end of theweek."
T said, "great, that's when I need it." The end of the week came, the
money was not there. I got on the phone;JEalled thatoffice;*,hey said
"we don't know:ﬁ; was gent days ago»ii% ocught to be there." Panic.
Frustration. There's a man in our church ¥¥¥E who's one of my dearest
friends, God has blessed him financially, I said, "here's what I'll do,
this won't really be borrowing, I'll call him upjfggplain the sgituationy

T'1l ask him to give me some interim financing for one day, I'll meet those
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committments, I'1ll give it back to him tomorrow ¥ when the check comes in.
That'1ll be all right. I called him, he was out of his office, I left word
for him to return the call. I drove to the BBS, ceaming ® back, God began

to trodbl%me, "%an‘t vou trust me,rcan't you trust me, if you'd have needed
it, I would have given it to vou. How do you know that Jesus isn't coming
today, and you won't need that money?" So I said, " All right, Loxd, I'll
trust you." The man retrned the call and said, "What do you want?” "Nothing,
it's all taken care of." One hour later our door bell rang apd a man from
that mutual fund companystood at the door and said"this clck was sent to my
office by mistake, here it is ." Special delivery from the Lord. Well, new
listen, I thanked God, Oh, I was so glad I didn't borrow that money from that
fellow, I thanked God..

The next morning into my office walked this man and his wifey they

g

r@f\ﬁi .
sat down%¢/;“ handed me an envelope and on the outside was written,
"read Galatians 6:6, Williams translation." Now what that says is something
like this, "They that are taught the word ought to share their goods with

the teacher. " I opened it up, there were 7-%BR one hundrdd dollar bills

in that envelope. I immediately began to share with them about the day befor
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And he said, "You know that's funny. We hadoriginally intended X -just to
give you $600.00 and he said this morning wehad those six one hundred dollar
bills lying on the table and while I was brushing my X&E¥KK teeth, the number
7 kept coming into my mind, number 7 kept cominginto my mind. I came out of

the bathroom ¥ told my wife, I don't know why but I just feel like we ought

pz

to give him 700.00. "He'll give you as much as you need. His inevitable

reward.,



