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NOTES FOR INTRO: —
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/@ Read carefully 'Ebry of the man. What {s different—

&’ \4about him, what 1is wrong with what he is doing. He has bee

%: g! that it. He has many good laid by for many years, Take it easy,

wf)

ﬁf/ﬂbn

ﬂ*}MWan%‘;M 14“.,-.,5

successful ~-- there's nothing wrong with 1land yielding an
bringing forth plenty. No suggestion he gained it dishonestly;
then. He plans ahead, what to do with all he has. Retirement,

enjoy the twilight years, after all, you've earned it.

The fact 1is, except for the degree of goods, he is no(y&.z
different from most of wus. He is a wise and successful
businessman. He has made a good living, now he's laid back some
IRAs; etc., he can sit back and enjoy the fruit of his labors.

AND YET GOD CALLS HIM A FOOL. But I challenge you to find any
point where he differs from you and me; he is the model for all
the TV ads about pensions, IRas, etc. Yet God calls him A FOOL.

ﬁ1kC5W\am1} God doesn't do that often. Just 7 (check it) times in the

whole Bible. ’Q”&*-G”ubtj;é242%y
}{vf WHAT IS A FOOL? Sermnad. e faa b WM%‘L

. He believes that BAVING IS BEING. ﬂ¢ﬁy s j}ﬂff4wﬂﬂzvilx
/le-f (\JJ(, E G s 54\_/(/1“, st /” /Y _[’—7["’
(1) Here the view that possessions make the man. f”“Q

Vl
(2) M%§E2EEEEE%2E_gfﬂﬂgi;,hlﬁ_gﬂn_llfe_lS-..He bgllgves hlS "
life is in his poOSsSessio no re, no_.less Take away their
possessions and you take away the man, and what you have left is
a FOOL.
(3)<2%Makes blind, insensitive to spiritual truths. He
interrupted Jesus. Distorted his idea of God. "What do I care

about being confessed before the angels or having the Holy Spirit
teach me? What I want is a share of my father's inheritance.

The Rabbi that can help me get that is the Rabbi for me. He
could see in Jesus nothi more than a Rabbi i iff luence
_g%g:ﬁiﬁﬁherﬁ- gense of wants largely sha Gr conception of
r 'ﬁdg(,cgm,u@—ﬁ/ww}wg—“ bred pirg. bo
(4) _Baving breeds anxiety rather than satisfaction. The

trouble of knowing how to keep it is as great as the work of
getting it. And the enjoyment is still in the future.

g?(S) This philosophy creates division, disharmony and
suspifcion between brotherg. Makes gold thicker that blood.
Economic needs dictate moral behavour, BHe is fighting with his
brother. With this philosophy, you must always been envious of
those have more and fearful of those who have less.

r11-0On Sunday he teaches S.S. class on "loving your brother
as yourself.” On Monday he uses high pressure sales technic to
sell a car to a young couple who can't afford it -and don't need
it =-- and he knows it. But this is business.
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HELMUT THIELECKE ON THE RICH FOOL:uu

Personhood denotes the final core of our humanity. It makes
us ask what we are apart from our relations to the world around

us, and what we can take wi of death. . .

To put it (the parable) in modern terms, death was for the
farmer a barrier that he could pass through only on his own and
with no baggage. He could take nothing with him.

When he realized he was rich and did not have to worry about
the future, he was identifying himself, as it were, with his
possessions. In this assumed identity he merged what he was and
what he had into a single entity. (If you have a thing, you are

hing.)}) But death dispels this ilJusory identity.
Surprising him with God's Word, it puts to him the question: What

e _yo i ight a fro our possessions, your

functions, and your relations? .ﬁmat“9giﬂgwggggiggiﬁggg_y;;l_gg
with you, when you leave what you have? at is your ultimate
identity? WHat are you af a petson apart from these penultimate
things and external attachments? What is left of you and your

being when you are subjected to the subtraction of death?
(Living With Death, Helmut Thielecke, pp. 15,16)

2. He Believeg that HEAVEN IS FOUND IN A BARNS.

"Soul, . . eat,drink and be merry."

(1) No further evidence is needed to c¢onvict this man of

being a fool -— to believe that the goul runs on the same kind of
fuel ag does the body. . . that the physical can guench the

thirst of the gpiritual.

Try it sometime: When the doctor says there's nothing he can
do, go on your kneeg before your camper and ask it for comfort.
Walk through your house, pray to the carpet, appeal to the china

cabinet, go to the garade and cry out to your 4WD drive.

(2) This kind of diet poisong the soul.

3. He believes that POSSESSION IS OWNERSHIP.

Note the possessive pronouns my fruits, my, barns, my goods.

THE WORST: MY SOUL! i ,
Wj(/m ) anttun — g Gollitt IR

BUT




\\2191 MWZM"”’-WWJM
\\? Q“J—;"\WM'

(1) The fundamental error in life is that a man should
call himself his own. This philosophy gives us an exaggeratted
sense of our power, inflated sense of power.

(2) You can lay up goods, but not years. Can a man lock up
even one day and say, "Stay put. I'll come and get you when I need
you." Grain into the barns, but where do you store years?

Thiz fool seemed to think that all things came within the
range of his individual ownership.

The goods will last, but will he? He can make sure he has
enough for a long time, but he can't make sure of a long time.
He believes that Qg_}g what he HAS, therefore, he will BE as long
as his possessions.

There's never been a manh in historv who could keep his goul
one night, when death or God wanted to take it from him.

(3} If a man does not @;;;;LQEdThis own soul, then what does
he own? NOTHING. Trying to own barns, etc., can't even own your
own soul.

(4) Big difference between possessing and owning, having
and controlling. Try that with your children. You have three --
but do you own three? Control three?

19. AAHe is so busy PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE FAILS TO LIVE THE
MOMENT .

"This NIGHT.) e hwwm 72]&

e e Lo
This poor fool forgot about the nights! He talked about
years in whole numbers....

We kill the time we worked so hard to save.

Working so hard at staying alive, no time to enjoy life.
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By the plural, LET US BE MERRY, the father himself takes
his gshare in the feast. '

HE WAS DEAD, relates to the persocnal ﬁisery of the sinner
(the lost sheep); HE WAS LOST, to the loss felt by God Himself

{(the lost ¢oin). The son wes lost and the father had lost some-
. thing.

' The HElder Sonj Rather than go straight into the house, the

elder son begins by gathering information from a servant; he does
not feel himself at home in the house.

"My child". This form of address has in it something more

loving even thafi son. Then h 1 $ . .
mightghave boEl A . % e reminds him that his 1life with him

feast all along. There was no occasion,



therefore, to make a gpecial feagt for him., And what good would a
particular gift serve, when everything 1n the house was continually
at his disposal®

(Godet)

(2) Vo 20 =~-gaw-- first recognition at a distance, implying,
if not a habit of looking for the lost one; .at least a vislon
sharpened by love.

Compassion -- instant pity awakened by the woful xixkix
plight of the returning one msnifest in feeble step, ragged
raiment posaibly also vislbile.

Running -=- in the excitement and impatience of love, re-
gardless of Bastern dignity and the pace safe for advancing years,

Kiss-- kissing fervently and frequently the son folded in
his arms,

V. 22 ~-~He shall not be their fellow, they shall serve him by
acts symbolic of reinstatement in sonship,

Bring forth -- quick! obliterate the traces of a wretched past
a8 soon as posgible; off with these rags! Fetch robes worthy
of my son, dressed in his best as on a gala day.

shoes -- worn by sons, not slaves. Robe, ring, shoes -- all
symbols of filial state,

vs., 25«32: The elder son who plaws the ignoble part of wet
blanket on this glad day, and represents the Pharisees in theilr

chilling attitude towards the mission in hehalf of the publicans
and sinners.

Ve 29 -~- a kid, not to speak of mxg®EXR the fatted calf.
v. 30 -« contemptuous, this precious son- of yours.
(36T)

{3) The younger son was entitled by law to his share, though he
had no right to claim 1t during his father's 11fet1me.‘ The request
muast be regarded as asking fmex a favor,

Unté& them -- even to the elder, who 4id not ask 1it.
Ve 13 --ALL -- Everything was taken out of the Father's hands.

took his journey -- answering to our phrase -- mma&k went abroad.

v. 15 -~ jolned himself -- forced himself upon the citizen, who
wasg uwilling to engage him.

Filled Hls belly -- He had wanted .the wrong thing all along, and it
was no better now. All he wanted was to fill his belly.

v. 17 == Ceme to Himself -- a gtriking expression, putting the
gtate of rebellion against God as a kind of madness.



E

Me o .
V. 20 -- Ran: "Who draws near to &md an inch, I will draw near
to him a mile; and whoso walks to meet me, I will leap to meet him.

SHOES: 3Both the ring and the shoes are marks of a free man,
Slaves went barefoot.

THE WATTED CALF -- The article denotes one set apart for a festive
occasion, That fatted calf, .

V. 28 -- AWGRY ~-- Not with & mere temporary fit of passion, but,
as the word imorts, with a deep-seated wrath.

¥. 30 THY S0N -- Not "my brother'", but with the bitterest Sarcasm,
(Vincent)

(4} To come to one's self and to come to God are one and the
same thing. '

Ran -- It is thus the Lord draws nigh unto them that draw nigh
to him. He listens to the first faint sighings of thelr hearts
after Him, for it was He who aswoke those sighings there.

They share in the joyous feast ~- For the very nature of true joy¥
is, that it RUNS OVER, longs to lmpart itself.

The elder brother does not go in at once -- always suspiclous,
questioning of any thing that sounds like fun, happiness, etc.

instead of rushing into his brother's arms, he was angry and would
not go in,

Patted Calf -~- the choicest calf in the stall, What would he have
said, had he known all? Could he have seen hls brother arrayed

in the best robe, and with all his other adornments, when this
which alone he mentions, as it is all which he has learned from his
informant, so f£ills him with Indignation? '

{Trench)

(5) mﬂhﬁgﬁgwsonuismlasﬁ,“Nhomﬁufiegﬁwmpat, the son who is lost,
or the father who has lost him? Fathers and mothers can answer
that question.

¥issed : kissed him much, smothered him with kisses, That is a
picture of God, running and so far losing his dignity as to fall
on the neck of a besmirched lad, and smother him with kisses,

But he is not cleanl Would it not be well if he walted until
he is washed? To all our cautlous criticisms the Father would
gay, Let me get my arms about him, and his head plllowed on my
breast, and then he will tell all the truth. That is God.

Blder son-- He was devoted to his father's law and service;
but he was entlrely out of sympathy with his father's heart; and
therefore unable to set the true value upon his brother.

(Morgan)




