LIVING ON THE BDGE OF ETERNITY

INTRO ¢ THE end; definite article, not merely cessation but
culmination, consummation. Not just the war ended, but the war
WON. Ill- Vietnam. REACHING THE GOAL.

It indicates a final goal, the reult, cunclusion, fulfiment.

Peter 'e letter is saturated with this emphasis...ngver out of sight,
it colors all he says. This is a note struck consistently
throughout the N.T.

AT HAND--The perfect...has come near...This end may occur at any
moment; it is always thought of as impending.

The true Christian lives on the edge of time. He has about him a
sense of crisis. He lives between the o0ld and the new.

Something new had come into theExwmxi¥x history. The ReExXX

end and goal of life had been revealed. So the end of the world
has been pronounced. All the world crisés and tragic events
only indicate its continuous ending (creation groans...)and the
inevitable conclusion toward which it moves.

The Christian life should be lived in the l1light of the impending
consummation.

THEREFORE —-- When we realize the nearness of Christ's coming,
we are bound to commit ourselves to a certain kind of 1life.

The following verses RBXEPRXXX explain this THEREFORE and Peter

deals with three areas to be affected by this coming consummation:
Our heart, head and hands...We must have clear heads, compassionate
hearts and consecrated hands.
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