Exegesis of Jude

pege 1
VYa. 1
"Jude, Jesus Christ's slave, and brother of Janes .
(1) 5 (male) slave {souter)

(2) in special uses -

2, The spostles are fig. the
of the Christisns, l.e., they asve unconditlonally
cbligated to serve them =

2 Cor. 4:5

b. Chyiet, the heavenly appenys
on esayth in s the form of a
slave, '

¢. Used esp. of the relationship of men to God -
slave of God « subject to God - owned by him body
and soul, . (2 &6)

(3) Describes the status of a gslava or an atiltude
corvespondening to that of e slave - hence, ve
“heove a service which is not o watter of choice
for the one who renders it, vhich he has to perfornm
whether he likes it or not, because he s subject
as a slave to anslien will, to the will of his
owners, In the styess is one the slave's
. dependence on his loxd.

tha distinetive feature of the self=-swaveness of
the Greek is the thought of freedom. The Greek
£inds his personal dignity in the fact that he 1s
free., What is repudiated is sexvice aftexr the
-manney of ‘the who has no poseiblity of
evading the tasks laid upon him but who slso has
no right of personal cholice - (1) who must rather
do what another will have done and (2) refiraln
Prom dolng what evother will not have done.

Hence the Greek can only reject and scorn the
type of service which in lnner or outer glyucture
pears even the slightest resemblance to that of
the slave. ‘
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The Word of the New Testament

1., Secular usage

Describes a relation of absolute dependence in
which the total commitment of the 60U Ao

on one, side corresponds to the total claim of

the KUPL 05 on the other side, being adequately
grounded in the mere existence of the

and not needing any particular religious or moral
justification beyond this legal basis.

/
plsonside  the will and commission of the Kipts
there is no place fPor one's own will or initiative.

In Matthew 6:24, Luke 16:13, Christ is attacking
the man who suffers from the illusion that he can
do what is implied by Souv ) & (> ¢ (yivithoyt concen=
trating all his powers on vendering o 0W ér%;)in
the sense of an- exclusive commitment and obligation.

<« e
Tt thus fullows that in the New Testament the SOVMS
is the classical picture of bondage and limitation
{a good example in Gal. 4:f).

o > In the Rabbis the word ng1ave" constitutes one of
the worst insults one man can hurl at another, It
was not for nothing that a man wight be excommnicated
for ealling his neighbor a slave.

In the early church the term could be claimed by only
those who made a serious attempt to ve Christians. For
when it is taken geriously this formils presupposes a
gelf-dedication which not all Christians are either
prepared OF able to accept.

It is everywhere assumed that men were BCG)‘ahefore

they became bvelievers. ,This assumption 1is based on

the insight thatdcuheln implies obedience to the

will of another. AS Paul sees it, unbellevers are 80

controlled by evil forces they cannot do anything outside

their sphere of influence === man himself can no longer
M,,Fa—wiay determine the results of his 1ife,———— T T

e T

‘“‘-_-‘—-~—-ou,._‘——-_ﬂ...,w--*—
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vs. 1 cont'd

The status of the Christian, on the other hand,
_ is characterized by the fact tg?t b e death of
i JESUS he is rescued from the =ouvA€{4T
powers which aimed to subjugate him and to geparate
him from God.

¢ww___“§;;There is no path to an orderly relationship without :
God, or to service which is pleasing to Him, apart ' ﬁ.
: from that of unconditional commitment to Him, so ST

that by His work and word He exercises sovereign

rule over the relationship of man to God and God

to man, and therefore over man's whole conduct within

the ordinary nexus of life.

oo
Jasus Christ as é O\)Ab"{) - of -
washing the disciples' feet.

gee pp 277-79
{Kittel)

(4) That Jude does pot allude to his relationship to the ;
Lord may be explained by the fact that the natural
relationship in his mind would be subordinate to the
gpiritual. He would shrink from emphasizing a dis=
tinetion to which none of the other disciples or
apostles could have a claim, the more so because of his
former unbelief in Christ's authority and mission. It
is noticeable that James 1ikewise avoids such a
designation. (V)

(5) Servant: Probably not here in the wider sense, in
which all Christians are servants of Christ - but in
that special sense in which those were bound to His service
who were employed in the preaching and disseminating of
His Word. (4}

(6) Judet The name means “praised", "celebrated’. A good
name is a thread tied about the finger, to make us
mindful of the errand we came into the world to do for
our Master., {Jenkyn).

gervant: His claim to hearing rests on no official
status, but on divine conmission. To be called a
servant of Christ is "the highest glory which any,
either man or angel, can aspire to ( Benson Yo
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verse 1 cont'd

4 £ i
-~ ......DBrother: Lit. "but brother of James," He is not
o merely stating something additional, but distinctive.

(W)

(7) Slave: One whose will is wholly that of his divine
Lord. As such a slave Jude addresses his readers who
will beglad to hear what guch s man has to say.

d

S¢& 1s in no sense adversative, It adds, but adds
something different. Jude's physical relation ©o
James is different from his spiritual relation to
Christ.

Lor dlf Py

WGF?JV“%JL brother James was dead (had been ¥illed in Jerusalem

ye &ﬁwﬂ“ at Easter in 66), Jude is stepping in where his brother
pr James might otherwise have done SO. L)

K o
ﬂ-&ﬁfggﬁp The idea commends itself that, when Jude wrote, his

{8) Few things tell more about a man than the way in
which a man speaks of himself. Few things are more
revealing than the titles by vhich & man wishes 1o
be known.

a. dJude was a man well content with second place.

b, The only term of honor which Jude would allow
himself was to call himself the servant of Jesus Christ,.
Jude regarded himself as having only one object
and distinction in life - to be forever at the
disposal of Jesus Christ for service in His cause.
The greatest glory which the Christian can con=
ceive of is to be of use to Jesus christ. (B)

-~ b U S 2 x ) . /s
Tovs &V Ké%).“&ﬂﬂ('ﬂyﬂjrnﬂéVocs
"io those in God Father beloved - "
i 1_ r

N VrTiecty=  from T TNV 1 love (never of
love between the sexes, but nearly always of the love
of (the) God or (the) Christ to us, and of our love
to Him, and to our fellow creatures, as inspired by
His love of us).

-y "
C ETRICS = joved, beloved with two special

applications,

a. The Beloved, a title of the Messiah (Christ),
as beloved beyond all others by the God who
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sent Him
h, of Christians, a8 peloved by God, Christ,
and one another (Souter).

'W\qaqu\}léﬂ,gcj . Perfect passive participle -
) !

¢ /
"féfmgﬁr\&kevﬁj - from-TﬂgﬂéhJ- 1 watch, observe - I

guard, preserve, keep, protect (Souter)

Preserve someone or something
a. for a definite purpose or a suitable tinme
b. keep unharmed Or undisturbed (A & G)

It is used of the keeping power of God the Father and
Christ, exercised over His people (Vine)

Wote on the word in I Feter 1:4 - Lit., which has

been reserved, & perfect participle, indicating the
inheritance as one regerved through God's ecare for

His own from the beginning down to the present, Laid
up and kept is the idea. The verb signifies keeping as

The result of guarding., TO preserve by guarding. (V)

[{)nrffas - (1) ¢alled, invited, gummoned by God
' to the religious life.

!

- Kin toi<31190HJ— 1it. I choose by 1ok,
I appoint by lot - pass., 1 al chose as
God's portion. {souter)

(2) adjective - invited, is used, (a) of
the call of the CGospel, (b) of an
appointment to apostleship.

Noun - always used in the NT of that
calling the origin, nature and destiny
of which are heavenly (the idea of
invitation being {mplied); it is used
esp. of God's jmvitation to man to mcept
the benefits of salvation. {Vine)
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One of the most basie and fundamental of all NT
conceptions is the conception of God's ecalling
of men.

\
KaNELY) is regularly used for sumoning a

person to an office (Rom. 1l:1, I Cor. 1:1) a
task (Matt, 25:1k4), a reward and an account (Matt. 20:8)

It is the regular word for "Ypviting a person to a
meal or banguet or into a house as a guest."

It is the call of God and God alone. Our calling
goes back directly to the will of God. {Rom. 8:30)

l EaY
i<6t>éb03ndl<klléﬁ£axe intimately associated with
peing cited to appear pbefore s judge and a court.
The eall of God is a call to judgement., The Christian
1ife is not going nowhere; it is going to the Jjudgement
seat of God. (Barclay - NT wordbook)

(3) The condition of the one called - to have a vocation.

The eall is God's way of encountering man. God called
Adam - CGod called His gon out of Egypt.

God often names those whom He calls. The work in which
He enlists them 1s so novel that the one who 1s called
must carry the sign of that novelty, and the upheaval
produced in his existence or by means of it is equivalent
to a (re) creation by God. The verb "to call" can be &
synonym for "to nominate” .

The call of God goes beyond the destiny of the man

it comes to: the call addressed to Abraham established
the people which God chose from among the nations -
T1l. Christ's call.

This calling of the grace of God is ordinarily translated
by vocation. When God calls man it is to Bimself and to
His Son that He calls, He invites them to participate in
all the blessings of salvation and He jneorporates them in
His redemptive work so that they may benefit by it and

be witnesses of 1t.
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God remains master of His plan of salvation,and that
is why the verbs 1o choose and to elect often
accompany the verb to call and 1ts derivatives, They lay
stress on the freedom of the call of God, who has
mercy on vhom He will --=- in this fact lies all the
believer's assurance. aslvation is a gift, but it
must be grasped. Thus the calling of the believer
nust always be related to the merciful and Jjust
purpose of God {(Rom, 11:20) and Christians must
apply themselves to making their calling and
election sure, (2 Peter 1:10}.

Furthermore, this call of God is a word sO efficacious
that it even defines the condition of the Christian.
All Christians have received a calling.

The man who responds to the call finds himself
thusly engaged in the work of God, which is that
of the body of Christ on the earth. It is with
a view to His redemptive work that God calls.

Every call is always & call to service, either in

the mutual relations between Christians(Gal. 5:13), or
in the ministry of the church under the forms which

1t has instituted (1 Peter 4:10-11).

A eall determines the condition of & Christian in the
world, which is that of total dependence on God in

Jesus Christ. Thereby he belongs to & people who are
nsyrangers and pilgrims on the earth. " (Heb. 11:13).

Summary: 1 Cor. 7:17-24 ~ He who has received a call has
veen redeemed by a yansom (v. 23); he therefore remains
attached to the calling of god (v. 20) and he lives in a

way which conforms %o this. (v. 17) (Companion to the Bible)
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(k)

(5)

mwo literal uses of the word, both of which form
a basis for its technical employment in biblical
theology.

A. to give a name tO a perscn or thing

B. Lo summon

7o give a name to someone Or something readily leads

to the idea of claiming him or it for your own possession
and appointming him for a particular destiny which in
gome cases may be expressed by the name that is given,
since for the Hebrev the name often symbolized the nature.
( a child, boat, farm )

1 John 3:1 = "we should be called the sons of cod."

Throughout God takes the initiative in summoning

them, Their part is to respond to his ecalling - though
too often, nationally and individuelly, they failed

to do 80,

In the New Testament Jesus calls men and they follow
him, e.g. Mark 1:20, 3:13, Here the idea of wvocation
is clear.

The noun "calling" is similarly used - It is of God,
who will not go back upon it. (Romans 11:29) (Theo.
Wordbook)

It is, I think, a mistake 10 translate<§CLf>05 by
the word "slave", the modern connotation of which is
so different from that of the Greek word.

- . 3}

&y @é W - The preposition £V is constantly used
to express the relation in which believers stand to
Christ: they are incorporated in Him as the branches
in the vine, as the iiving stones in the spiritual
temple, as the members in the body of which He is

the head.

Cslled =~ the calling is the outward expression of the
antecedent choosing, the act by which is begins to take
effect. DBoth words (calling and choosing) emphatically
mark the present state of the persons addresssd &s bheing
due to the free agency of God.
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verse 1 cont®d

{6)

(7)

- (8)

The reason for Jude's here characterizing the called
as beloved and kept, is because he has in mind others
who had been called, but had gone astray and incurred
the wrath of God (xam)

Jude addresses only certain readers. These are mosd
precious to God and have been kept safe but are nov
being assailed by ugly enemies and are in grave

danger. This dative (7Toig KA 70k ) reflects the
econtent of the letter; the message fits the readers.

Jude's connotation is thab God does not want to lose
the people whom he has called to be His own. They
were so loved and kept in the past, and this continues
to the present (perfect participles) (od has been and
is still keeping them for Christ. But, the passive
'"having been loved" with the parase "in God (The)
Pather" seems strange.

Solution: in God you nave been and are beloved, and
for Christ you havebeen and are being kept,” All this
enduring love is yoursin connection with God, and all
this enduring care and keeping of you is for Christ.
A11 this must now not be ruined by the false men wao
nave stolen in among you. (1)

Called: effectually drawn by God the Father to the
knowledge of the Gospel. '

Beloved in: The phrase is one not elsewhere found, and

ditficult of interpretation. The only sllowable sense of
geems to be "in the case of" "as regards' under-

standing of couse that one love of the Father 1is spoken of.

Kept for Jesus Christ: reserved, to be His at the
day of His coming. Observe the perfect participle, swing
the signification "from of old and sti1i". (A)

1ove: The participle is in the perfect tense, speaking
of & past complete act having present, and in a context
1like this, permanent results. The perfect tense gpeaks
here of the fact that the gaints are the permanent object
of His love =--=- that love extends not merely through the
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(9)

(10)
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prief span of this life, but taroughout eternity, and
then some Christians fear they might be lost.

kept: ToO hold firmly, %o watch Or keep == expresses
watehful cere, and is suggestive of present possession.

" The words '"Jesus Christ" are in the simple dative case.

And the Father is keeping then guarded for Christ.

John 17:11. Our Lord committed the gaints into the
watchful care of God the Father, and H€ is keeping them
for JesusChrist.

called: placed at the end of the sentence for emphasis
an adjective (W) '

There is & close connection between God's call, or
election, and His love. Love is the first and chief
moving cause of election. The word "in" here aptly
notes out the eminency of that act in God Himself,
raising up and abiding within Himself, in Hls own heart
and breast, in Himself alone, as from Himself.

preserved: Found five times in this short letter -
(message on "God's Guardians") - verse 6, 13, 21, 2k,
The word in v. 2k is different in the original. The
following distinetion ig drawn by Wescott in his
commentary on John 8:51, "It expresses rather the
idea of intent watching then of safe guarding. -Render
verse 1, kept, and verse 2h, guard - One keeps &
present possession, one guards & possession that is
assaulted from without.

called: In Jude, the "ealled" are those who have
heard and responded 1o God's invitation - 1n them the
divine call has become efficient.

This passage has & kind of anticipatory precaution,
lest the righteous should be alamred by the mention
of such dreadful evils. (Wolff)

glave - derived from a verb meaning "to pind". Jude
employs it TO eXpress nis utter devotion to Christ.

No ulterior motives affect his messSage. The emphasis
is on the absoluteness of his conse¢ration, not the
compulsory character of his service. He willingly
regards himself as expedable in His Master's cause,
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entirely at the disposal of Christ.

He calls himself the brother of James, not to establish
his actual family status, but in effect to clasim for
his message continuity with the faith of the earliest
Christians.

trilogy - He who calls men also keeps them,and does 20
because he loves them,

kept: God is represented as acting directly as their
guardian, He watches over them protectively "for the

cake of" ("at the request of") Christ (ef. John 17:1-12, 15).
The kept are divinely sustained when tempted. Jnde con=-
trasts them in this respect with others who though also
called, nevertheless succumbed to temptation and either

left the church or remained to corrupt its life. (1B)

verse 2
——————— _ . ) . S
ot o N r N > 1 Y Ay A
elers LWt IKal elpmV¥} kat Lo &0 "T)”}['” [C“{ '
"mercy to you and peace and love be increased.”

(1) The address closes with a prayer -
all forms of God's help to men express NEICY. Pesce
denotes the inner compusure and the social harmony which
follow when men are right with God., It belongs second in the
series of blessings, Its subordination to mercy emphasizes
God as its source. It has its basis in God's mercy.

Jude prays not simply that his readers will have these -
but that God will multiply them. God works through
temptation and trials of every description to enrich
the spirits of believers. The erisis which evokes his
letter should have this outcome.

Though unknown and upnamed these Christians share with
Christians of all time three great experiences - called,
peloved, kept. (basis for spiritual kinship). {(IB)
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verse 2 cont'd

(2) Mercy is the demeanor of God toward the calledj peace
their condition founded upon it; and love their demesanol
proceeding from it as the effect of God's grace.

All three are gifts of God toward the believer - (why

does Jude pray for God to give these when we have already
received them at salvation?) ~=- and because God has multiplied
them toward us, they shall inerease in us. The gifts of

Cod toward us become our cnaracteristics.

Among the Stoles mercy was reckoned as a defect, & vice.

Mercy is defined as Feeling eympathy with another, The

word used here designates especially such gympathy as

manifests itself in acts, does not merely abide in the heart

or show itself in words. For the "mercy" which abides in

the heart, another Greek term is used. "A criminal begs

mercy (the term used in our text) of his Jjudge; but hopeless
suffering is object of tmercy'" (the other Greek term) (Thayer),
Grace has reference to the sins of men, mercy concerns itself
with the misery of men which results from sin.

peace: ' the tranquil stete of a soul assured of its
salvation through Christ, and so fearing nothing from God,
and content with its earthly lot; of whatsoever gort that
is." (Mayer). A quiet conscience and an angry God are
inconsistent. This peace can be external, internal, eternal.

love: God's love to us is unchangeable, bub our apprehension
of it must increase.

miltiplied: be richly allotted unto you. This particular
greeting, in its entirety, is unique in the NT. These graces
mast multiply, increase, abound and continue in our souls,

uqpree things more excellent than the three gifts which the
Wise Men bestowed on Christ."

For mercy, peace and love to multiply, we must be aware of our
own need and take advantage of the appointed means, such as the
reading of the Word, prayer and meditation. In view of the
errorists, who had crept among the readers Jude was addressing,
this increase of mercy, ilove and peace was NEcessSaly. God will
either multiply grace or diminish temptation, but 1% is truly
better to have grace increased than trial removed. (Wolff).
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verse 2 continued

(3) mercy has special and immediate regard to the misery which
is the consequence of sin, being the tender senseé of this
misery displaying i{tself in the effort to assuage and
entirely remove it. Grace must go before mercy, grace
mist make way for mercy. {Contrast grace and merqg).

’ 7 £
Peace: from the verbal form & (o0 o "to join'. To
meke peace is to join together that which has been separated,

Love: The divine love is infused into them, so that it is
their own, and becomes in them the source of divine life.,
(Wuest)

54 V4

(4) ENE v as distinet from Adp e S denotes the love
that pities the wretched, distressed, and suffering, and
comes to their help. "paace” is the condition when all
is well between God and us through Jesus Christ. "Love" .
(aﬁyd;n"ng ) that of full comprehension and corresponding
purpose, 1is the greatest of the three terms, on which the
other two rest.

Multiplied: implies that they already have these three,
but that now, in the trying sitvation that has developed,
they more than ever need these three gifts from God.

(L),

(5) The mercy of God is the ground of peace, vhich is perfected
in the feeling of God's love towsrds them., (XGT)

© Q‘QLﬂnwuiﬁiflpLﬂ.” rWLumuu-,iLﬁlud%a_, “‘b&.éLﬂﬁuﬁ.bﬁﬁ.Tﬂ
e b and M-‘-"#L"W’"”"(’)'L' " Mﬂ&m}
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Beloved

{Characteristically in connection with religion)
haste; eagerness, zeal; carefulness, care anxiety;
diligence, earnestness. {(gouter) :

Haste, speed, in a harry = zeal in matters of
religion. verb - take pains,
make every effort. (A & G)

The verb signifies to hasten to do a thing,
to exert oneself (Vine)

/
ppom océw = (a)l make, manufagture, construct

(b)I do, act, cause (souter)

to adopt a way of expressing by act the thoughts
and feelings. It stands for a number of such
acts. (Vine)

/
Common, shared - Kin fokeevu Ve (Souter)

yecessity, constraint, gpmgulsion.
Erw I om obliged. "{soutexr]

P et

Cm“/“k“Aﬁ” ), (a) I ask, beseech (v) I
exhort (¢} I comfort (souter)

Primerily, to call to a person (ape )
to the side, - to call), denotes = €O
admonish, exbort, to urge one to pursue some
course of condvet (always prospective, looking
to the future)/ (Vine)
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verse 3, cont'd

(2)

(3)

- ( } I contend for.
{souter)

gignifies to contend gbout a thing, as a qggbatant
( - upon or about, intensive, %
s contest) - Jude 3 - The word "earnestly” is
pdded to convey the intensive force of the prep-
osition., {Vine)

- Once for all (Souter)

- { ) - Handing over, that which is handed

down, a tradition (whether of written or oral Leaching) .

- T deliver over, in ROm. 6:17 - "That form of
teaching whereunto ye were dgelivered,” The
figure being that »f a mould which gives its
<hape to what is cast in it. (Vine}

- Distinguish between the use
of the present tense in the first clause and that
of the sorist in the second: W& may infer that Jude
was contemplating the writing of a treatise on more
general lines, when he was suddenly compelled to
write at short notice and warn his readers against
a special danger.

- Not common in the sense of defending -

- Here not the act of pelieving but the truths
pelieved. The phrase pelongs to a time when
a creed (of however gimple a kind was delivered
to converts by thelr teachers: & confession of
faith which they were required to repeat in
public at the time of their baptism. (CGT)

ggynestly contend - Only here in the New Testament (The
faith - The cum of what Christians believe.

Once - Once for all. No other faith will be glven. (Vincent)
1

The of v. 2 leads on to the here.
They are themselves pecause the love of Geod
is shed abroad in their hearts. 4n one form Or

another appears three times in three verses.
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verse 3 cont'd

Jude was busy on another subject,when he received
the news of a fresh danger to church, which he felt it his duty
+o meet at once. Jude puts on one side the address he was preparing
on the main principles of Christianity and turns to the special
evil which was then threatening the church,.

The Acrist , contrasted with the preceding
present , implies that the new eplstle had to be
written at once and could not be prepared for at leisure, like the
one he had previously contemplated. (Can't fight a war at leisure).
Tt was no welcome task: "necessity was lald upon me,"

- Used generally of Christians who were consecrated
and called to be holy. The word contains an appeal to
the brethren ‘o stand fast against the teaching and
practice of the Libertines. (EGT)

(4) "I had necesslty” implies two things: (1) There is a
personal relation between Jude and these his readers as we
see alzo Trom his purpose to write them Tabout our CcoOmMmoOn
salvation” .

(2) There isno one else O step in and do what is 80
necessary at this moment.

"our common salvation” . Jude is now quite old and wants
to leave these people an jnstructive and edifying writing
for the future.

Jude states it in a positive form: "to keep earnmestly contending

to the faith,” and not negatively: "hgainst the heresies or
heretics." The negative 1s implied, for one contends for
something when there are antagonists.

"onece delivered to the saints”. Aorist passive participle ~
delivered to the saints DYy Christ; not by the apostles -
they themselves are saints and had it delivered to them.

What he urges them to do agress with what they are and possess.

"opee for all'. To offer doctrines that are other than this
faith is to offer falsehood, poison. (Lenski)
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verse 3, cont'd

(5)

(6)

"[ was .just on the point of writing to you = !

¢oodspeed

We have a common need, a COMMON faith, a common
salvation. All believers build upon the same doctrinal
foundation. Like the boughs of a tree, they may cross
one another in some things, but all grow upon the same
root. There is an essential among all believers.

Needful =~ The necessity vas imposed by the law of duty,
The law of love, in viewda the danger menacing the readers,

Contend: "to fight, standing upon a thing. (How are we to fight?)
vhich is assaulted, and which the adversary desires to take

avay, and it is to fight so as to defend it and retain it."
(Picture of army on walls of fort in Indian attack).

We "contend" through our lives. The Lord whom they deny
in their lives we affirm is our lives.

Delivered: Every doctrine posterior to that faith,
every new doctrine, is a false doctrine., No other faith
will be given for there is no other

The word used in the original and translated once is
vused of what is so done as to be of perpetual validity
and never need repetition,” (Thayer} The same word is
used in verse 5, no addition or alteration that human
folly or wisdom could make is desirable.

The word has been "delivered", it has been entrusted unto
us, it has been received by us, not invented. It behooves
or not to add, subtract or lose.

(The faith has been deposited with us - "our gospel”, Paul
ecalls it, therefore, we are responsible for it. IT we
allow it to become contaminated, etc. God will hold us
accountable. )

¢f Lev, 6:1-5 ( Wolff )

The compulsion to exhort the saints to contend for the
faith found its source in the Holy Spirit.
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verse 3 cont'd

"contend” the single verb was used of athletes contending
in the athletic contests., The word speaks of a vigorous,
intense, determined struggle to defeat the opposition.

Qur word "agony" is the English spelling of the noun form
of this word.

Delivered: to give over into (one's) power or use, to

deliver %o One something to keep, use, take care of, manage."

(Look up classicel and papyri uses of word)e The idea is that
God geve the Christian doectrines to the saints as a deposit of
truth to be guarded. (Wuest)

(7}

Jude was an advocate of old-fashioned Christianity, and
any variation from doetrinal teaching traditionally
emanating from them meant deterioration, not progress.
Orthodoxy and truth were synonyms. His primary concern
was with character, not orthodoxy. He saw an inviclable
and indissoluble relationship between rightesouness

and correct belief.

Jude's warnings are relevant in any locality vwhere
doctrinal and moral standards, traditionally Christian,
are challenged.

Jude's nessage: A1l else must walt because the very
Toundations of sound doctrine and sound morality are
jeopardized, The crisis requiring attention was ereated
by persons who secretly gained admission to the church
and employed their status as members o popularize
heretical ideas and immoral practices.

Shocked by the discovery of their success forced Jude to write,
He is more concerned to arouse than intorm faithful church
memnhers.

Faith: It has the validity of revelation and supplied

The indispensible foundation for Christisn morality. Instead
of criticizing or emending it, men ought to believe and
regulate their lives by it.

Tuese in verse 4 endanger (an insidious threat) the church =
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verse 3, cont'd

yut Jude says we ought 1o maintain a consistently re-
demptive interest in those who are confused by heretiecal
teaching, "8natehing them out of the fire." (out of
the fire" - this implies these men ln Verse 4 are 1lost.)

Common - Greek vword deseribes something commonly held

and equally open to ail., Jude meant the divine deliverance
and preservation equally open to all who accepted the
gospel with peference to whieh none was especially
privileged. The gruths having to do with this salvation
constituted for him the faith.

( He is forced from an exposition to an explosion.)

Onee - Successive generations have the duty bo pass
it on without innovation.

"New occasions teach nev duties.” = James Russell Lowell.
"phe Present Crisis." Many a preacher bas changed his
germon (Jude did) because a new situation arose which
demsnded attention.

INTRODUCTION: In the history of the church, emphases have
changed. Sometimes there has been need to interpret

and formulate the faith, at other times there has been
need to defend and contend for it., Both are always
necessary, but one may at times be more necessary than

the other. (JB)

(8) purpose and Occasion of the Spistle:

Diligence - implies more than mere earnest desire: &

man's ig necessarily ACTION as well as wish.
Exhorting you to contend . « . the gives the

purpose for which the fight is to be waged =

The reason for this necessity which arose follows in
verse b
(alford)

(9) Fude fully realized the duty to be the watchman of
the flock of God. There are times when it is much
better to write a tract for the times than a treatise
for the future.
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verse 3 cont'd

fvery Christian must be a defener of the faith, If the
Christian tradition comes down from generation to generation,
it means that each generation must hand it ou, uneorrupted,
unperverted, still in its original truth. There are times
when that is difficult = meaning of word "sontend"

The defence of the faith may well be a costly thing; but

the defence and the preservation of the faith is a duty

which falls onevery generation of the chureh, It is our

constant duty %o hand on that which we have received.
(Barclay)

(10) Root meaning of'"needful" is "to compress"., Pressure was

brought to bear upon Jude; therefore our epistle is not
o human document, but a message from the hand of God.

Exhort: Jude is called to our side ® help us with
counsel and advice in a time of great darkness.,

(cf = Neb, %:17,13 - Minute Men)
(Coder)

verse 4

- I ecreep in. (Souter)

Siip in stealthily, sneak in (4 & G)
To enter by the side - - beside

- in .
Mo insinuate oneself iuto, by stealth, to creep in. {Vine)}

- impious, irreverent, irrelegious. (Souter)

Without reverence for God, not merely irreligious, but
acting in contravention of God's demands. (Vine)

« T transfer - Acts 7:16, Hebrews 11l:5

- I go over to another party, 1 desert, Gal. 1:6;

I change - Hebrews T:12 (Souter)

Change the position of, convey to another place, put in
another place, change cne's mind, Lturn avay. {(a & GTM

- outrageous conduct; conduct shocking to public
rr i
dEcency: & wanton vidIence {Soater
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Denotes excess, adbsence of restraint, indecency. In

Mark 7:22, one of the evils that proceed from ithe heart.

In 2 Cor. 12:21, one of the evils of which some in the
ohurch at Corinth had been guilty. In Gal. 5:19, classed
among the works of the flesh, Romans 13:13 warns believers
against this sin.

The prominent idea is shameless conduct. (Vine)

(counect this with vs 1 - slave) - A master,
particularly a masier and owner of slaves - {Souter)
One who has absolute ownership and uncontrolled pover (Vine)

- I deny (= statement); 1 repudiate (a person
or belief) Mark 1K:70, John 1:20, I John 2:22 (Souter)

Signifies to say not, to contradict - to deny by way of
disowning & person - Matt. 10:33; Luke 12:9; Jobn 13:38 -

To deny Jesus Christ as Master by immorality under a cloak
of religion - 2 Peter 2:1; Jude L (Vine)

. ~ pnot "predestinated” but predicted -
turning grace « o by making Christian liberty an
ezcuse for licence. (CGT)

"port exblains what necessitates Jude's writing.

"Some men" - not meny as yet. Jude does not wait; the
advance guard of these dangerous enemies must be thwarted.
Where they came from makes no difference.

predicted for this verdict - (1) ungodly (2) turning (3) denying

- a word expressing a resuli, verdict, sentence=

The verdict is the three characteristics. In court the Judge
names the penalty, but the jury brings in the verdict of
guilty. Here the verdict states the guilt.

Laseiviousness: Turnlng grace of God into a charter that
permits them to run wild in all types of moral excess.

They suppose that God's grace will close an eye to erery thing
they please to do.

They have to deny Him - how ean they otherwise riot in
excess as they do? (Lenskin)
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verse 4 cont'd

(3) Fourfold indictment -
(a) They secretly geined admission into the church. They
nave no real credentials of membership.  Siealth, not
divine voeation and an assumption of brotherhood. The
obligations of brotherhood accounts for their presence.

John 10:7-18. They crept in ‘unawares by another way”
instead of entering "the sheepfold by the door."

(b) Long ago designated for this condemnation - Jude

nsserts the certainity of this condemnation. The appearance
of the errorists was foreseen and their punishment prearranged.
Jude had been startled, but not God. However dangerous they
are they can't thwart God.

{Should be no surprise - but ve often act as though it couldn't
happen - It not can happen, it is predicted!) :

(¢) They are irreverent - their irrevercnce expresses itself
in a perversion of God's grace - The Greek word connotes lust
and 1its unbridled expression in sexual intercourse. It
pictures outbreaking and outrageous indecency, not merely
impurity of heart.

The errorists apparently misinterpreted grace to mean that
moral law no longer bound them and that as truly "spiritual”
persons they could freely indulge their physical appetites.

Jude 3llustrates the faect that the most subtle and alarming
attacks upon Christianity have been made by those within the-
church. '

Regarding the gospel as "foolishness” or an "offense"” these
so called enlightened Christians have sometimes tried to
meke the Christian faith something which can be easily
adjusted to thelr pagan wishes.

The best argument against a paganized or secularized (what ocurs is
vecoming) Christianity is a holy life,

(A} Most seriously they deny Christ as Master - Jude
thinks that perversion of God's grace grows outs of
denial of Christ as only Master. (1B)

(4) ith whole verse cf v Peter 2:1

Crept in ~ the verb means to get in by the gide, to
siip in by a side~-door. Only here in New Testament
ordained = written of beforehand =

The metaphor is of spiles and traitors introducing
themselves into an enemy's camp.
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varge 4 cont'd

Magter - apsolute, unrestrained authority (Vincent)

(5)  Nature of the threatened danger: 1t is stealthy; it is
serious enough to bave been predlcted long ago.

Predicted: The word is used to how that they are already
doomed to punishment as enemies of God. As such they are

to be shurmmed by the faithful, but not to be fearad, because,
dangerous as they may seem, they cannot alter the divise
DUTPHSES.

Ungodlys This word may almost be sald to give the keynote
to the EDpistle. (Bor) ‘

(6) Crept: Secrecy, and lack of legitimate introduction,
are plainly expressed in this words.

Perverting the grace of our God in the direction
) of, for the purpose of lasciviousness.,

They made the state of grace and Christian liberty into
a atate of moral license and watonness. (81ford)

{(7) Ungodly: Destitute of reverential awe toward God, impious -

Turning: To transpose two things, one of which is put
in place of another- they put lasciviousness in the place
of grace,

Lasciviousness = "acknowledging, no restraints, dares
whatever his caprice and wanton petulance may suggest.
The meaning of the word partakes of the spirit of anarch., {Wuest)

{8) Wormed their way in -

The peril came from within the church.

Crept: It is used of the specious and seductive words

oF a clever lawyer seeping gradually into the minds of a
judge and Jjury - of an outlaw slipping secretly back

into the country from which he has been expelled -

it is used of the slow and subtle entry of innovations into
the life of the sate, which in the end undermines and
breaks down ancestral laws. It always indicates a secret,
stealthy, and sublte insimnuation of something evil into

a soclety or situation.

(Hitler didn't take over CGermany in a mighty flow)
{Lawyer and Jury) (Termines and door collepsing at a push

(Gossip and Slander {Moles in ground).
(taws and Government
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verse 4 cont'd

Laseiviousness: He can do publicly the most shameless things
because ne has ceased to care for shame and decency at all,
God's grace olg enough to cover any sin - why worry?

Deny: By life and conduct. His lips may say he believes in
Christ, while his every action, word, atititude, whole life denies it.
(Barclay)

(9) Crept: The Greek word is derived from the verb "to dive",
. Tio sink", "to go wnder'. These men were like moles,
laboring to spoil the ground by remaining uvnderground, It is
often harder to detect them than overcome them.

Lasciviousness: They make grace a fuel for sine

Deny: The denial was of a practical nature, a denial in works.
(Titus 1:16) The greatest problen in the churches is the apostasy
of life, not the apostasy of doctrine., Naturally the two are
correlated, but it 1s more often because of the practical un=
godliness that a theoretical denial is made and not vice wversa,

Tt is far easier to denounce infidelity or heresy in some church,
than to correct ungoliness in our own church.

Ungodly: To deny God the honor which is due Him: by not knowing
Him, loving Him, fearing to sin against Him, not obeying His
word, not regarding His worship, by giving the honor He is due

1o someone or something else. {Wolff)

(10) I Timothy h:6

"Have settled down alongside" - They sit with us in our
churches, 5SS etc. (Coder)

(11} An insidiocus invasion of the Christian church has taken
place by those who have no right to a place within it, and
who endanger its place and purity; and he, Jude, dare not
keep silence. The strong mst be exhorted to withstand
the evil; the weak must be rescued from it.

They were libertines who ought never to have been admitted
into the chuvch at all, who maintained that Christians were
free to live as they please.

They are nominal memoers of the church who are nothing but a

scandal to it, and professing Chrisiians whose life is one

flagrant denial of Christ. And, sometimes they are not at

once recognized in their true character. They are plausivle

and amising, obviously not strict, but not cbyiously scandalous

in their mapner of life, It is then that such men become dangerous. (B



- page 29 -
Verse 5
(1) Once knew - The pardiciple is to e rendered as present,

and the once is not formerly, wut ones for zll, as v. 3.
Though ye know all things once for all. (Vinecent)

(2) Jude states his three examples according to a progressive
inner order: (1) Israel, once saved out of Egypt, yet
after that such as did not belisve destroyed;
(2) Angels, created good and needing no saving yeb falling
away and for this kept for judging.
(3) Bodom and the other cities, wicked in the Tirst place,
then go%g§ﬁﬁg“g§§remes, and thuﬁ_g§de an example for all time,

ppamrmp——

is merely transitional; "now" and not "“therefore",
to remind them is enough (Jjust a reminder ought to be
enough for us). ‘

He places in direct opposition the fact that the Lord first
saved , "a whole people” out of Bgypt - the
Teaders know in what a wonderful way He did this; and the
fact that he then destroyed, rot the whole people, but
only such as did not believe. DNot the erime: altihough
they were thus saved, some did not believe after thig.

__¢“:%ng1ﬁ'§§§te of the tremendous evidence of God's power and
promise, some still refuse to trust Him.} Theybelieved

God could get them out -f Egypt - save them - ut didn®t
believe He could keep, protect, provide, etc. for them. --
didn't believe He could get them into Canaan. Sone use

up all their faith getting saved. )

JHe destroved -them-by lething them die in the desert, Joshua
and Caleb believed and were not destroyed. Also the younger
generation was not destroyed.

What Jude says refers to the terrible dying in the wilderness:
saved out of Egypt yet destroyed because of unbelief, When?
Tho answer is found in Num, 1%:20 ff (Lenski)

(3) God showed His mercy in delivering Israelites from Bgypt,
but that was no guarantee agaiunst thelr destruction in the

wildneress when they again sinned by unbelief.

= with to used adverbially, in the second place;
for the second time (Souter)

This contrasts the preceding saving with the following destruction.
The deliverance from Egypt was the creating of a people once for
all, but yet it was followed by the destruction of the unbelieving
portion of the people, i.e. by all but Caleb and Joshua. So in
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verse 5, cont'd

{7} "ynowing onee for all, all things",
that is, all things pertaining to the context in vhich Jude
is speaking.

they refused to enter Canaan, nhot trusting God to give them

the land as He said He would do. This was apostasy, sinning
with eyes wide open, and could only be dealt with by the ine
flietion of the death penalty. That generation died a physical
death in the wilderness. (Wuest)

Oout but not in. God did not immediately kill them. Be kept
thém out of the Promised Land, Cansan. Instead of dying
in the fulfilled promise of God, they died in wilderness,
forfeiting God's blessings. Death wag not the punishment -
they would have died in Canaan, toc. 'The punishment was
ing in the wilderness - where most of us die.

Were they saved? = They didnt't die in Egypt, God didn't
send them back to Eygpt when they sinned, They died
delivered from bondage dbut short of God's will and purpose
for then.,

fhe danger wasn't over when they got out of Egypt - that

was all there was to Cod's deliverance., He got them out of
Egypt to get them into Canaan, Some of us think all salvation
5 is God getting us out of Beypt - we die in the wildernsssa.

(8) Preaching is confronting men with the truth which they already
know, but which they have forgotten or are deliberately
dlsregarding.

These evil men who were corrupting the church did not regard
themselves as enemies of the church and Christianity; they
regarded themselves as the advanced thinkers, as a cut above
the ordinary Christian, as the spiritual aristocracy and elite.

v
Jude makes it clear that even if a man has received the déf”
greatest privileges, he may still fall away, into disaster,
fF5T even those who have receiﬁEH‘%EE*E?EHtﬁﬁﬁjgﬁﬂﬁrEEE’
privileges from God cannot consider themselves safe, bul
muat still be on constant watch against the mistaken things.

They have been brought to the very borders of the Promised,
Land - end yet were guilty of disobedience and lack of faith,
and who, therefore, recelved deatn in the wilderness wandering
rather than rest in the Promised Land.
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verse 5, cont'd égjﬁif j

f ¥

Dr. Jonnstone Jeffrey +ells of a great man who absolutely refused
to have his life story written before his death, "I have seen,"”
ne said, "too mapy men fall out on the last lap."

(Barclay)

Israel - sin in the holiest
Angels - sin in the highest
Sodom =

verse 6

(1) (A~ = beginning, sovereign, dominion. The
angels)’kheir original position, o violate the laws of
God which kept them separate from the human race - Po not
reproduce themselves, There are the same number of angels
today as there were when they were created.

- first place of power - teacheryg that these
angels left their original dignity and high positions,

The vero  kepi - "to guard.” 1t expresses
the act of watchful care.

These angels did not fulfil their obligation of carefully
guarding and maintaining their original position in which
they were created, but transgressed those limits %o invade
serritory which was foreign to them, namely, the human race.

-"their own" - opnes own, private, personal,
unique possession, indicating here that heaven is the
peenlidr, privaie adode OI the angels.

Left is ' - the simple verb means "to
Teave". The prefixed preposition makes the

compound verb means "to leave behind". These angels

1eft heaven behind. They abondoned heaven. They were

done with it forever. The verb is aorist which refers to

e ance=for-all acts. They burned their bridges behind them,

Chains: The word does not indicate that the angels are
chained, but that they are in custody, detained in a
certain place, The custody is everlasting -~ in the
custody of God.

(2) No saving preceded their fall, Like Israel, so the
readers were saved, and were now God's people; they must
not fall into unbelief and be destroyed. he case of the
angels is different.From their erealtion onward they had
their own prineipality, their own glorious habitation with God.
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verse 6, ‘cont'd

{They didn't need to be saved) They did not keep the one,
the left the other; they are doomed.

Angels = lets us feel how great they were, how high they
stood,

“too", connectors more closely than would,.
Tsrael and the angels belong together in a way that cannot
include Sodom, ebtc,

Instead of keeping the high, glorious rule and
domain, assigned them by God ( '~ , possessive
genitive: "belonging to themselves") they were dissatisfied,
wanted a still higher domain that did not belong to them,

and left their own "habitation" = we may say the capital from
which they were by God designed to rule - as not being

grand enough for them.

Their sin was pride, they becane
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(1) The call to remember the predictions of the apostles is 8 o b “,§/6/4 24
contimuation of the exhortation of verse 3. /;]“

¢

The Last Time means the end of the existing world order and the
culminating judgement of the Messiah.

Scoffers - Who see no comnection between spirituality and

-
1}
)

SN

,/mbrality (verse 4) and who ridicule the idea of impénding Jjudgment.

Those who are loyal to "old-fashioned Christianity", however; will S
take their scoffing both as & sign that the end is near and as a. + Lo
warning of the necessity of moral fitness on the part of any who oo L o
hope %o be favorably judged. e et
BN _ i PR
-~ Do_pot be taken off guard by what is happening. Be realistic! AL,QvW~
These things nave happened before. It is time $8 grow up and become {w
mature., Besides, when Christians face opposition it is an indication

of the 5gg}iEz;22mEH§_i§§u§whﬁtuﬁ&ajﬂyﬁéﬂL§£QfHis enemies, Christian
controversy cen be creative, (1IB)

(2) The word translated "scoffers" in Peter and "mockers" in Jude
is Pfound nowhere else in the Bible. A scoffer holds up to scorn the
teaching of the Word of God.

verse 18

“How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should
walk after their own ungodly lusts.”

walking after own lusts - led about by lust, as an animel is led ﬁ:i‘if
about with a ring in its nose. The animal walks cbediently after its e
mester; these walk after their ungodly lusts. Neither the captive bull

nor the apostate enslaved by sin has any cholce. He must go wherever

he is led. He is in bondage. (Coder)

% |
(3) The last days begen with the first coming of Christ. I Cor. 10:11; }{ffi?
Hebrews 1:2j Hebrews 9:26.

The first coming of Christ is the center of world history. All-ﬂ
previous ages strove toward that goal, and all succeeding ages and
their events are nothing but an unfolding of the work of redemption
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Jude 17, 18, continued

accomplished at the cross. The first appearing of Christ was the be-

ginning of the end, the second coming of Christ will be the end of the
oning oL e : L Wil 28

end.

XQXThe last days do not denote a point in time, but a pericd of
QEIE}QEEEEt- The powers of the future eschatological kingdom have
actually entered into the scene of human history in the person of
Christ,.

Since the last days began with the first coming of Christ, it is
certainly true that our salvation Is nearer now.

walk after --- The object of their desires is ungodliness.
The spirit of scoffing is here represented as rooted not in the under-
standing, but the heart sold to sin. (Wolff)

(4) Scoffers - Men who sport with what is holy and good,
{Alford)

(5) They mock at the narrowness and want of enllightenement of
those who take & strict and literal view of the divine commandments.
Laugh at the idea of a judgment to come. (EGT)

(6)\36;de points out to his own people that nothing has happened which
they might not have expected.

They mock at goodness, and their conduct is governed by their
ownlevil desires.
b
~"They believed that they were the advanced thinkers; they were
a step shead of everyone else. And they regarded those who believed in,
and observed, the old morsl standards as narrov, cld-fashioned, and
out-of-date.

) = The point is by no means dead. There are still those today who

bvelieve that the accepted standards of morality and fidelity, especially
in matters of sex, are quite out of date. . (Barclay)



Exegesis of Jude 20

verse 20
"But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith,
praying in the Holy Ghost,"

- Build upon (above) a foundation
- to build a house)

- pray
- is always used of prayer to God, and is the
most frequent word in this respect, (Vine)

(1) Contrasted with the libertines, as in verse 17
For the spiritual temple - cf - I Peter 2:3-5, Col, 1:23;
Ephesians 2:20-22; I Cor. 3:9-17.

The faith is here called "most holy", because 1t comes to us
from God, and reveals God to us, because it is by its means that
man is made righteousness, and enabled to overcome the world,

Pray in Spirit - These words, contrasted with "not having
the gpirit" in verse 19, show how they are to build themselves up
upon their faith. (®mor)

(2) verses 20,21 - as fo their own spiritual life. The faith here
is the foundation.

"praying in the Holy Spirit" - the expression is not found
elsewhere in Bible, (Alford)
(3) The solidarity of the Brotherhood is contrasted with the
divisions in verse 19 (Cambridge G.T.)
(4) The first participle and its modifiers state how the readers
are to do this essential thing, to keep themselves in God's love,

namely "by building . . . "

"By means of your most holy faith" - by means of Gospel

doctrine. ‘ {Lenski)

“\\ig

(5) Finish the structure of which the foundation has already
bgggmgéid,ﬁmetaphoricallxl "to give constant increase in Christian

nowledge and in a life conformed thereto."
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verse 20, continued

The Saints are exhorted to build up thelr Christian lives on
the foundation of all that God has done for them insalvation, such
as making them a partaker of the divine nature and giving them the
indwelling Holy Spirit, together with the love of God.

"Praying in" - Prayer is the vital factor in the Christian
1ife which activates all the other departments of the Christian
experience,

;:>In the Holy Ghost 1s the locative of sphere - that is, all
true prayer is exercised in the sphere of the Holy Ghost; motivated
and empowered by Him., That means that if a saint expects to really
pray, he must be Bpirit-filled or Spirit-controlled., The fulness
of the Spirit is the prerequisite to effectual praying.

We pray by means of the Holy Spirit, in dependence upon
Him, (Wuest)

(6)/L1/;hristian character is not reared as a coral structure is,
by instinct. It demans a sustained effort of intelligent will,

It is not the worthiness of our believing, it is the virtue
of Him in whom we believe, by which we stand sure, as houses that
are byilt upon a rock.

7/

y
Z’ The Tirst thing the believer can and must do in order to contend
for the faith is to build himself up on the most holy faith.

Tt is thus that "the storm ends in a gentle rain." Indeed,
God "never speaketh of godless men, but he adjoineth words of
comfort, or admonition, or exhortationp,whereby we are moved to rest
and settle our hearts on Him, (wolff)

(7) _You - is a direct appeal to the faithful church members to
whom Jude address &tter. They are contrasted with the "scoffers"
who follow "their own ungodly passions.” They are urged to govern

their %;ves by the lofty principles enunciated in verses 20-23,

tThe Greek verb build contemplates the completion of a structure
on a foundation already laid. That foundation is for Jude your most
holy faith., Upon that foundation alone can the edifices of Christian
character and the Christian fellowship be securely erected.

Faith: It is the body of Christian belief indispensible to
the proper development of Christian character and the progress of the
church, It 1s holy in a twofold sense: (1) It embodies holy in
origin, the saving truth which originates with God. (2) (Holy in
operation} - Produces holiness in 1ts adherents. .
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verse 20, continued
}S\N/ﬁ ’
\\\\\EE; A strong faith alone can make the infectlons of heresy sterile.

w7 The uncommltied em easily swayed. And without concentration
-~ upon some high purpose the will becomes enslaved %o false masters.
(leaves on ground blow away] (1B)

(8) The 1life of the Christian is founded, not on something which
he mamufactured himself, but on something he received.

Holy faith - different in two ways: (a) It is different
from other faith and philosophies, in that it is not man-made but
God-given (b) It has the power to make those who believe it

different. It is not only a mind-changer, but a life-changer.

Prayer - "Prayer is love in need appealing 1o love in power.,"
(Barclay)



Jude verse 21

"Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.”

- watch, observe, guard, preserve - keep, protect
(Souter)

I a
- await, expect - receive,welcome (Souter) L g ]‘vﬂ
To receive favorably (Vine) QU“ }
SN
[

(1) We are "kept for Jesus Christ" (verse 1) and "keep ourselves"

3 v‘€§X§eep yourselves in the sphere of His love, not that God's
love ever changes, but we must remain conséious ofiit and abide
in the region of His peculiar love. (Doc to boy - "stay in the

KN g ‘
ﬁfﬁw sunshine.")
The love of Christ is as it were the atmosphere in which
the disciple lives. It is not some€thing realized at a momentary
erisis, but enjoyed continuocusly. Agd this enj ent depends, on
the human side, upon the will of wman, It can be made the subject
of & command,
The mercy-of God is His gracious disposition to help us in
our distress. To look for mercy and to live in sin cannot stand
b bogetherd (WolfT)
,—(tﬁ_”""“_/

el

<~ (2) This is the love of God for the readers and not their love

B for God, o keep oneself in God's love is to stay where God can
love us as His children and can shower upon us all the gifts of
love that he has for those who are His chil&reézy

Looking for - expecting it in unwavering hope. It is the
mercy that Christ will grant us at the last day, in the final

Judgement.,

Life eternal - eternal blessedness (Lenski)

4
veooo
(3) The aor- imper.<§§kexpre531ve of urgency. In verse 2 the writer
invokes the divine love and mercy on those to whom he writes: here

they are bidden to take steps to secure these,
’.’_—n-_.__'__.,_f—v*
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Looking: The same word is used of the Jews who were looking
for the promised Messiah at the time of His first coming, Mark
Iuke 2:25,38 (EGT)

(4) Keep - aor. of the one great life-long act to shed.,

In the love of God - within that region of peculiar love wherewith
regards all who are bullt up on the faith and sustalned by prayer.,

Looking ~ present part. It is to be a habit of life,

Mercy - which He will show at His coming - that mercy whoge
issue shall be eternal life. {Alford)

(5) Keep - to attend carefully, take care of, guard. The word
is expressive of watchful care and is suggestive of present possession.

"Keep yourselves in the sphere of the love of God". That is, they a
to it that they stay within the circle of His love, KEEP“tﬁEﬁEEi%EEEQ;MlJMHL
“”—':%3?5 the place where God is able to shower all of His love upon them,
’FlIn other words, they are to so live that they will keep themselves
= in the place of blessing. There is no hint here that God will stop
loving them, but that they by sin in their lives, would make it
impossible for God to give them hlessings in the fullest sense,
(Keep in the influence of God's love),

Looking - To receive to one's self, give access to. The
meaning of this word seems to point to that part of eternal life which
will be given the saint at the Rapture. (Wuest)

(6) Jude uses the passive voice of three verbs when in his salutation
he describes his readers as "called, beloved in God the Father andkept
of Jesus Christ." The effect of this is to emphasize the initiative

and power of God. writer knows, however e of man'!
=y, act ation, Without it God's initiative is made ineffective.
" e
Two Greek words for keep: - emphasizes perseverance

in the watchful care of something now possessed.

- suggests keeping something safe from attack from
without., '

The revelation which God's love makes possible between man and
__himself is invulnerable to attack from without. Man may himself,
~«7ﬁﬁgygyeri fail to appropriste God's blessings. He must keep himgelf

in the love of God, God's assured attitude inspires and undergirds
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man's effort and saves it from futility. But for the outcome God‘i”ﬁ
desires he is dependent on man just as man is dependent on Him.
God's loving vigilance must be matched by man's vigilant effort.

Those who keep themselves will be undlsmayed in the last time,
When others tremble at the prospect of eternal punishment, faithful
Christians will possess the guarantee of eternal life.

. The mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ is God 8 mercy expresged
thr?/gp Christ:h.Hls “judicial.capacity as Messiah "in the last time,"

To be able to wailt joyously and expectantly for the mercy of
Christ, Christians must first have fulfilled the conditions Jude
specifies in verses 17,20, 21,;3This done, they will look forward
fo God's final scrutiny of their fitness for life in the kingdom
without uncertainty or fear.

Te keep in that love involves strenuous activity - 1t requires
humgn effort if God's love and power are to be effective in us.

Expectant .~ because such hope in the msrCy,Of Chrlst Jésus
is the final confidence of the Christian. (1B)

(6) ~verse 20-21

L// We bear the responsibility for self-development, for growth
in Christian character, for the rearing of = structure that will

1orify Christin everything. The use of the Dresent part 1ndicates
'that this is to be a life-long tagk. = :

- How to ‘do this? "- Acts 20132

- Praying in the Holy Spirit - Romans 8:26-27 an inspired
commentary on this,

. - We are to keep ourselves in the conscious enjoyment of
f“:;;ﬁbd's love., The prodigal son was still loved by his father in the
" far country but he had Temoved Bimself from the place where he could
enjoy the benefit of his father® s love. dJohn 15:10 tells us how to
obey this. {Coder)




