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THE LIFE THAT CAN PRAY  John 1531-7

I pray that God will take the message tonight and apply it personally to
your own life.

Tonight we are speaking on the most, or probably one of the most important
aspects of prayer, the person who can pray -- dohn chapter 15 -- I yant to
read one verse. But keep your Bibles opened pleasge to that chapter, because
I am going to be referring to several verses throughout this chapter. John
chapter 15, verse 7. ...

You can preach without being right with the Lord. And you can teachim in
a SS clams without being right with God ,and you can serve as a deacon
without being right with God. You can make a visit without being right with
God. You can witness without being right with the Lord., But you caanot pray
without being right with God. Because you see in preaching, it is a preacher
to people encounter, in teaching, it's a teacher to student encounter, in
vigiting it is a member to a prospect encounter, but praying is a face to face
with God encounter. And you may words but they are not praying. You ecannot
pray right unless youare right . , . )

And I said last Sunday night there are two things that determine the answer
to any prayer -- 1 -- ig this regquest according to the will of God -~ theother
ie: is the person BE¥ praying right with God. Because you see it ig the life

that prays. No man, no Christian ig gremex greater than his prayer life, no

mattg?_whathlgémhé may be. He may be a deacon, preacher, you may be a great
“Bible sehdlar - but you are not any greater than your prayer life. And XBX 8

man's.prayer 1ife is no oreater than his own life. It is the life that prays.
Ix_ James 5:16.<- the Bible says -- effecual, fervent prayer of a righteous
man &vailéth much. David recognized this when in Psh_égﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁe gaid if I
regard inigquity ..... Pavid recognized that for him to be able to pray and
pray right his heart had to be right. In I John chap 3 it says ...eees ?=Jﬁb*3 B
The most important aspect as far as you are concerned in this matter of

praying is - am I the person who can pray - am I qualified to pray., &nd 1

will be very honest with you, knowing what (tod can do through prayer, and you

read through the Bible, and all of the things that are ours through prayer,

and all that God wanks to do through us through prayer and all he wantg to

do for us in prayer, I don't know about you, but whatever it takes to be able

to pray, I want to do BX¥¥ it. I cannot conceive of anything being so

“important i A person’s 1ife that he had rather have that and cling to that
thing rather than being able to pray right.

I have had a lot of joys as & Christian - I never will forget the first
gsermon I preached, I felt great - before I preached - I was 15 years old &and:
I preached at the Fort Smith City Jail. I was on the outside looking in,
a captive audience - this was the only time nobody in the audience got up and
walked out of the building. But I preached - the great thing about being a
preacher is I get to do what I want to do and I get paid for it. ... you can't
have any more than that. Every once in 2 while 1'11 meet a fellow who is
earning aliving but it is not what he wants to do. He wants to do something
else, but it won't pay him enough, ar he can't make a living at it. So he does
what he is doing in order Lo support himgefiyxkutx himself but it is not what
he wants to do., And one of the greatest joys and blessings that the Lord has
given me ig than I get to do what I want to do and I get paid for it, and that's

a pretty good deal. There's great joy in preaching - I enjoy it.

There's a great joy in leading someone to Chrigt. I never will forget the
first person I ever led to Christ personally. There's no joy, there's Jjust no
joy like going_tqzsgmebody_and being instrumental, being used of God in seeing that
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person come to Christ.
T have even gotten some joy out of perfiorming weddings for certain people.

" But I want to tell youtonight, and I mean this with all of my heart, there

ig no joy that has ever come to me as a Christian compared to the joy of praying
and asking God to do something definitely in my tife heart or in the life of
somebody else and seeing it come to pass. Thereis absolutely nothing at all
1ike it. And Jesug said that this is what will make your joy to be full ww=-
in that you ask XKEX what you will and the father will do it. Your Joy may

be full. And if you have never had the experience and have neveyr tasted the
joy of vbeing able to go to God as your Father, and without a guilty conscience,
and having confidence that you know that everything is right between He and you,
and ask God for what needs to be done in your life, or in the life of someone
else, and rige from your knees with the assurance that God will do it, and then
see that thing come to pass, thea you heve migssed a great experience in the
Christian life,

Apnd I cannot thing of anything tonight, I cannot conceive of anything, of
any pleasure, of any possession to me that would be worthing clinging to at the
sacrifice, at the forfeit of being aple to pray end have God enswer your prayers.
I talked about tne Judgement Seat of Christ this morning - I honestly believe
‘with 811 of my heart that one of the things that is going to embarrass us and
going to ¥¥ bring tears to our eyes at the J8 of Christ, is to see revealed to
ug all of the things that we could have had, all the things that God could
have done for us and through us if we had only been on praying ground, and yet
we did not pray. Won't it be an amazing revelation when God shows us -~ when
He says, now listen, if you had prayed, if you had lived the life that could
have prayed, you could have asked for this pergon to have bveen helped and they
would have been helped. You could have asked for this person to have been
healed, and they would have been healed. You could have asked for this person
to be saved, and they would have been saved., You muishkaxexsupdxkawe could
have asked for this money to be sent to the miassion field and their needse
would have been met. Lf you had only prayed, I wzmi wanted to walk with yoa
through prayer. And I wanted to bless you and bless others through prayer,
but you would not pray, and you would not live the life that would allow you
to pray, and look at all that failed to be done in God's Kingdom becauge you
yourself failed in this matter.

A man always saved his most important words for the last. What a man says
before he dies sometimes is the most important. And Jesus is on His way
to the cross and in Jn 1k, 15, 16 he s giving last minute instructions¥ to diseiples
. Bverything he said now, he is repeating some of it, he knows that he is (cram course
going to be taken from them, they are going to be disillusioned, they are
golng to suffer defeat, and he mugt get into their minds, into their hearts,
the things of utmost importance. And in these three chapters, Jesus hag more
to gay about praying than he has to say sbout anything else. Apd in this ve T
in John chap 15, he talks about and describes the person who can pray.
Remember it is the life that prays. Nobody is greater than his prayer life,
and no prayer is greater than the 1ife., You won't pray if you arenot right
with God, you know that is the funny thing. When you get a little bit cold
in heart and something comes in and separates you from God, youdon't may want
to pray. You cannot pray when you are not right with God and if you do force
yourself to pray as some of ug do when we are out of fellowship with God it is
just meaningless words and nothing ever happens., So Jesus says in dn 1517,
"Sf . there is @& condition == ..... - what a tremendous promise: ask what
you will, whatever it is, no limit, ye shall agk what you will and it may
be done unto you. He doesn't put any maybe or perhapg, he says it will
come ot pasg, if you abide in me, and my words abide in you. There are really
5 conditions that Jesus lays down in that verse, And every o ther condifion
that you will find for answered pra throughout the Bible can be.contained
in these Etwo statements, ~"FiTst of all, the person who can pray, and have his
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is thatperson who ié;%?}giggmigwﬂww . That's the first thing Jesus said,
if you abide in me., Now what ig he talking about? Throughout this whole
chapter, Jesus is using gqgjé}xgwgimggggggis He beginsg by saying, I am the
vine, -- you ere the branches --- perhaps ag Jesus is leaving the upper room
with hig disciples was walking to ghe garden=of G, - perhaps they passed
a vineyard. The vine was the symbol of the nation Israel and perhaps as
they walked by the temple there they saw the insignia, the sign chiseled
on the temple -- that of a fine. Israel was called the vine. God said you
are my vine. Jesus said I am the true vine - I am the true vine, and you
are the branches., You are the branches, if yopm ablde in me you will bring
forth fruit. Now Jesus is saying that my relationshio t» you is that of a
vine to its branches. I am the vine, all the life ¢
tranches, that is all you are. What are braches? What is the purpose of a
ﬁfﬁﬁéh?””whaﬁ”gﬁba”ié“é"bféhéﬁ?"wﬁfWWHéE"uSé“ié'a branch? A branch is put
therée in ordeér that the life of the vine can flow through it and bear fruit.
The only reason that & branch has of existing is that it might bear the
 fruik that the wvine produces. The branch doesn't produce any fruit. The
branch merely Bears the fruit. The branch hag no life of itself. It is
just worthless_Wgodwuplessmthe”séb) unless the vine, unlesg the life that
i87in the vine flowe through that branch bears the grapes, bears the clusters
bears the fruit, NowJesus¥’said, I am the vine, the life is in me, I have
rpdoux produced you, the branch. And your purpose for existence is that
you might allow me to produce my fruit, what T want t5 do, through you,
Now Jdesus says the one primary condition, the one kind of life that can
go Lo God and ask what it will and it will be done, lg that person who,
ig living the branch kind of life. The branch life, The branch life is
when I recognize that my only reason for existence is that Jesus cap bear
fruit through me. And when Jesus said if ye abide in me, he meant if you

will look upon yourself as a hmamkex branch and only a branch, nothing —
more, nothing less, If yow will place yourself at my disposal and allow
‘me to use you in any way I want to. Allow me to bear my frult through
you, just put yourself at my disposal, yield to me, and submit to me,

Make yourself available to me - you abide in me, let me run your life, let
me flow through you..  You Just simply be the branch that produces my )
fruit, ye shall ask what ye ®% will and it shall be done unto you.

Now the gquestion that you and I have to ask is, am I living that kind of

1ife? Am I living that branch kind of life tonight? Am I sbiding in Christ?
Now I know that Christ is abiding in me because it says when I trusted Christ
ag my Saviour that he through His HS came to teke up residence in my life,
He dwells in me. Christ sbides in me - that is for my salvation . But He
gays I am algo to abide in Him, I am to remain in close contact with Him, Jam. _
to live in fellowship with him., I am to live in communion with.Him. . There
is to be no distance between me and Jesus., I am to stick to Him, to abide

{n " Him; &Ad to 1live every day conscious that He is my life and that the

only reason I have for existence ig that He can use me (o bear frait, 1

must meke myself available ¥¥-whatever God wants to do through me -- that's
all right with me.

Now thieg is what David meant when ingé&&ﬁinvs Hwhe made this statement,
and to me it is one of the great statements in the Bible -~ he said, ...
Now look at the promise, look at the second part of that verse for a moment,
He shall give you the desire of your heart. Igntt that x® tremendous.
There's not a person on the face of the earth tonight that wouldn't give
their souls to be able to have the desire of their hearts. Whatever their
heart desires is what they will have. Just imagine, whatever your heart
desires, you can have it. Jegus says, if you delight yourself in the Lord
then God will give you whatever your= heart desires, do you see the
relationship., If my desire is to glorify Him, if all of my joy and all of
my delight is in the Lord, this is what I rejoice in, this is what I live
for- then every desire of my heart God will give it to me. Because every
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 desire of my heart will be in harmony with the Lord's will and the Lord's way.

And it is a very simple thing, really. You know we make this matterof
praying go difficult and so complicated, We somehow thing that only a chosen.
\fewnara selected by God to hae their prayers answered Aﬁd unless you are a

yleld yourselﬁg place yourself at his disposal, so that he can bear fruit
through you, Now every greant 1ntercessor, every great man in the Bible that
had power with God in prayer , lived this kind of life. You think just a
moment sbout Abraham - and you can read over in the book of Genegis, the times
that Abraham prayed and God moved and God delivered and God answered in a
miraculous way. For instance when he was praying soubk 8. and §, and God
answered his prayer and he interceded and had power with God -- but think

just a minute about the life of Abraham. A, looked upon his life ag nothing
more or less than a tool for the will of God. God came to A, and said, "A., I
want you to get up and leave your counkry, your kinfol, I ¥ want X¥ you to
leave everything that you have and everything that you are and go into a

far country because I want to uge you. I want to bless the world through you
‘and your seed., And so A, was willing to let his life be sémply the channel
through which God's blessings would flow to %® the whole word. Even to the
extent when God said, I want you to take your son, your only son Isaach

and go up yonder on the mount and I want you to plunge a dagger in his heart
and offer him up as a sacrifice to me. A, did not hesisate, he did not argue,
but he obediently did what God asked. Because A, wag simply a branch, hisg
only reason for existence was merely to let God work out his purpose and his
will through his life. And so he was placing himself akt God's disposal. That's
why A. could pray and God would hear.

You remember when Moses was upon the mt, getting the 10 comm, and the
pecple began to backslide down in the valley, and God said, I am going to
destroy them. And Moses prayed one of the most eloguent prayers ever offered
by & man -- he said, Lord, don't bring these people out of Egypt and do all
these great things just to destroy them here in the wilderness, if you have
gotto destroy anybody, destroy me. And God said because Moses my servant prayed
I will spare the people --- wouldn't that be great? To be able to prevail with
God like that -- to be able to pray and have God answer, and spare a nation?
You know why Moses was able to pray like that? Because he was living the
branch life. He had been brought up, reared in an Hgyptianpalace, had alil
the riches that thabt palace would afford him, and had his whole life planned
perfectly - and yet the writer of Hebrews said he was willing to suffer the
reproaches of Christ and he left the palace - why? So that God could use him
ag an instrument of His will and His purpose. Moses placed his life at
God'e dlsposal and said, Ged, whatever you want to do with my life, xhxwg through
my life - it's yours, i FREXEXBKERY  You are the vine, 1
am the branch, and the lived that kind of 11fe, and he prayed and God heard.

You _8ee_you can Lbllfe for gelf anﬁﬂprgyﬂh You can't have #1 on the throne
W N“be?ﬁﬁbngﬂmtlwmt what pleages me, and
pray. If you dellght yourse}f ini"thé Lord, and are willing tonight tO be just
& branch and only & branch through which Jesus can work and bear fruit, then
Jesus says ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you. All right
that's one side of the condition -- but there is another:

Not only if you abide in me, but notice how He turns it aroun&' AND MY WORDS
ABIDE~ IN‘Y U, we shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you, My words
abide in you. This means two things. First of all, it means that his WOrds-.
control us, It means obedience. to. the reveeled will of God, Obe

ence to.the.-

_revealed word of God. Over in I gn, chapter 3 and VErSe T1, veeeess
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-~- and notice in vs. 22: and whatsoever we ask, we receive of him -- why?

Becase we keep his commandments and do those things that are pleasing in His

sight. Jesus says the same thing, If you ablide in me, and my words -- the things
that I have mzaide - thexwmxks words that I have spoken, my precepte, my commands ,
they abide in you - if they control you, if they dominate your life - if you .

give obedience o my words Tt my will. Then you can ask what you will and it
shall be done unto you.

You know there are some people, when they pray, they are not reatly
concerned about what God®X wants- sbout God's will, And if I were to come to
you individually tonight and point at you and say, listen, is your life obedient
to the will of God -- or you obedient tonight to the word of God? Can you
think of anything tonight in this word of~God THAL you are rebelling against?
Can you think of anything that this book says tonight, that Jesus said, that
you are not in harmony with? -- that you are rebelling against? that you resist?
If there is then youcannot pray and have your prayers answered, For when he
tmid if my words sbide in you - it iz different that hearing his worde, dJesus
doesn't say if you go to church and hear my words -- and believe them, ye shall
ask what ye will, Because that means all of us tonight could pray and have
our prayers andwered, because most of you will hear what I say tonight and
will believe it. But that's not whek the same thing as the words gticking
with you, You see, he says if my words abide in you, if they take a place in
your heart and if they.stay there and stick there. Wow most of the time we
read the Bibie, we hear a preacher preach or a teacher teachX - and we hear
the words mnd we believe them end we leave them in the Bivle or in the church
and we go our way and never do anything about it. Thelife that can pray _
is that 1ife that when through the word of God, God tells you to do something
and you immediately go and do it, I'1l tell you the kind of spirit that can
pray - it's that little eir force wife up in Denver that came to me one night
and said, listen, you said something the other night in your sermon about tithing -
1'd never heard of that before, but I sald to myself if the Bible teacheg tithing
I need to do it, so she said, I went home and looked it up in the Bible and sure
enough there it was, it taught tithing, and I want to start - how do I do it?
That's obedience. That's what Jegus means when he says if my words abide in

- you, take root, stay there - influence you.

But it means something else - it also means that that word nob only controls
us,~but also cleanses us. Jsue said, T am the vine, you are the branches,
Bnd Ehen ke says-something else. My father is the hugsbandmen - and every
branch in me that ig bearing fruit, he purges it, he cuts at it in order that
it may bring forth more fruit, he cleans it up - and he says now are you clean
through the word that I have spoken unto you. You see every branch and every
vine if it is going to bear fruit, there has to be a certain element of puxEking
purging - certain things have to be cuit away. _find the only reason you cut
something away is because it is.useless.. It is just so much wood and.ib.is
ot producing any fruit.  The life of the vine is not flowing through it. All it
ig doing ie just taking up sap and _taking up extra space in the vine and 80

you ecut it off, "It ig not producing anything - and then as you purge it, then
it can produce more and more and more. Now Jesug says if you are going to abide
in me and my words are going to abide in you, you are going to have to put up
with a 1little bit of pruning and purging in your life. There are some things

in your life that the father is going to have to cuit out and cut away. You

are going to have to be clean ~ this is what David meant when he said, if 1
regard iniquity, that doesn't mean if I commit & sin that I cannot pray, the
word regard means if I hang on to it, if I retain it - if I won't let go of it.
When I go to Christ and go to God and begin to pray, and God shows me the

things in my life that are wrong - the gins I have committed - if I ignore

those sins, if I refuse to deal with them, 1f I cling to them, if I retain

them, then God will not hear me when I pray. But ag God puts the spotlight of
hig Spirit upon my life and points out the things in my life that need to be
dealt with and the things imxmyxtifexxkxme that need Lo be ridded of, then I
mast be willing to let Him cut those things out. Now this ig so impprtant because
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it.is-exackly at this point that most of us are defeated in our prayer life, I don't
know how interested you are tonight in really beirg able to pray and going to God

and having God answer your prayers , and living that Xk kind of life that God wants
you to live, but I tell you one thing, if you are interested in that, you must, you
muat, deal with the sing in your 1life, I scarcely ever begln to sariously pray

but that God First of all before He will let me bring enything to Him, Hwx He first
of all hag some things that he wants to say to me, And T have mentioned thig to
you before, but it is remarkable how great your memory becomes when you start to
pray. Ag I told a group the other night, sometimes those little things that you
forget about and don't even remember; yet when you gtart to pray it is as obvious
ag an elephant in a phone booth - you just can't migs it, there it isg, that thing
that you gaid about that person that wagn't right, that little act of dishonesty
that youcommitted, that person that yoy are angry with =-- and you try to pray, and
you tpy to pray around that, and you can't do it. I have had some controvergies
with the Lord - there have been some times when I have started to pray and everttime
T would start to pray, God hi holds up something there and I 11 try to pray around
it and over it and through it, and I am just wasting my time. Charlesg G, Finney,
who was one of the great xzykiyatizx revivalists of our country and a man that
ned power in prayer. He seid, 1'11tell you I pray a lot - sometimes 1 spend whole
nights in prayer. He said most of the time it is just getting Charles G, Finney
—7right so he can offer one petition to God, That's the way it is. Tt's thelife
. that prays. It's the life that prays. And you cannot pray and have power with
God in prayer unlesgs your heart is abzolutely, totally, 100% right as far as God
reveals it to kymm you. Ypu must be willing to deal with the sin in your life,
you mugt be willing to let God come with his pruning shears and clip out and
cutoff everything in your 1life that he wants to get rid of. Sometimes it may
not be something that is bad, it is just something that is worthless -. You
know it is en interesting thing about FEEXKEX pruning - purging and cutting off
the vines. Every time you cut it off, you are reducing the wood, there ig less
wood, less wood, but there is more fruit. You know what John the Bapsist said
talking about Jefug -- He must increase and I must decrease. find this matter
of getting ready to pray and getting right to pray is letting God reduce you 2
little bit -- getting less andsless and- less-wood and less and less of me but.
having more and more fruit./ There are some of us right now who know what some ./
_~of-the things are that God would cutt off first in our 1life if we took this QM“
/ thing seriously, and that's the reason some of us don't pray. Because we )
\  recognize that you cannot pray and not be right with God - and yet we are not -~
“_willing to deal and let God deal with our sin. .. .- o - o

I wonder tonight if you are living this kind of life, if you know whak
it means to be a brach on the vine, and God is bearing fruit in your life,
the fruit of the Spirit, and you feel that you could go to God tonight and pray
and there would be thet guilty conscience, like John says, if your heart doesn't
condemn k®» you then God is greater than your heart and he won't condemn you either.
But ifyour heart condemns you, then there is something wrong with God. And when
you begin to pray, and you are troubled in your heart, and your heart is condeming
you, and you don't feel confidence in coming to God, it is because something ig
wrong in your life and you need to sit there for awhile and let God open your
heart and your eyes. But he says when you can come to God and your heart doesn't
condemn you, and you are not convicted of sin in your 1ife, then you can pray
and agk what you will , and God will do it. It is the life that prays. I¥ Is
your 1ife qualified to pray tonight? That's what God wante of us -- He is the
vine and you are the branch, and that's all he wants you to be - Just the branch,
just to place your life at his disposal, let Him cut around you, let Him do a
little pruhing, cut off those things in your life that are not right, clean you
up, dress youup., You see, if you once.yleld yourself to the Father, he will see .
to it that ngNg;gléﬁiéé%djgggngwgggmgpgt“;§“ﬁﬁé“ﬁiésﬁéd'thing about it, you don't
Have 6 worry about it, He'll see to it. The branch dsesn't zex sit around all '™
day worrying sbout himself - the husbandmen takes core of it =="®ll 'the branch '~
Rag ko do 18 just to yeild to the blade, . If you want to be able to pray, and you
are willing to be just the branch, that is all Giod asks of you., You can rest
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agegured that he'll see to it, with your permigsion, that your life is qualified
to pray.



