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JOHN 12

(1) LEON MORRIS, NIC

John has practically concluded his account of the public minisiry of
Jesus. This chapter contains Jesus’ last words and acts before the general
public. John selects three incidents: the anointing at Bethany, the triumphal
entry, and the visit of the Greeks to Jesus.

VERSES 20-28

Verse 200 This curious incident is peculiar to John. Clearly John regards their
coming as significant. But he does not treat their presence as important. jesus
recognizes in their coming an indication that the climax of His mission has
arrived. Immediately he hears of them he says, “The hour is come.” Evidently
John means us to understand that this contact with the Greeks ushered in the
climax. the fact that the greeks had reached the point of wanting to meet Jesus
showed that the time had come for Him to die for the world. He no longer
belongs to Judaism, which in any case has rejected Him. But the world whose
Savior he is, awaits Him and seeks for Him.

Verse 21: “See”, of course, means something like “interview.” The point of the
inquiry: Jesus was the Savior of the world and this group of Gentiles
symbolically represents the world seeking its salvation from Jesus.

Verse 23: Jesus’' answer is surprising. He totally ignores the greeks and
neither immediately nor subseguently makes any reference to them whatever.

Plainly their coming is important. Jesus sees it as evidence that His
mission has reached its climax and that he is now to die for the world, Greeks
included.

“The hour is come”: The reference3s in John to “the hour.” Though
unobtrusive, this is one of the most important ideas in John’s Gospel. This is
that for which Jesus is destined. The verb “is come” is in the perfect tense.
“The hour has come and stays with Me”, There is no going back on it. [The
point of no return}.

But Jesus speaks not of tragedy but of triumph. He is not to be
dishonored. He is to be glorified, and that by way of the cross.




@?W,@%L

Verse 24: The solemn “verily, verily” introduces a statement of importance.
RE: the grain of wheat. It is only through “death” that its potentiality for
fruitfulness becomes actual.

Verse 25: “Loses” often means “destroy.” Phillips translates, “The man who
loves his own life will destroy it.” John means us to understand that loving the
life is a self-defeating process. The PRESENT TENSE where we might expect a
future tense: “The man who loves his life is destroying it right nbw.”

Verse 26: The outcome of all this is service to Christ. Throughout this verse
there is emphasis on the first-personal pronoun. If is personal relationship tg
Christ which is important. The servant must follow His Lord. Being where the
lord is entails suffering. It means losing the Tife for the master’s sake. There is

"no other way of Christi ice.

VERSE 27: Christ feels His soul troubled. “My soul is in turmoil.” The perfect
tense points to a continuous state. Note: Jesus is fo use the same verb of the
disciple’s not being troubled (14:1,27). But the price of their peace is His trouble
of spirit.

“What shall I say?” The words reveal the natural human shrinking from death.
Note: “Horror of death and ardour of obedience are fused together.”

Verse 28: Jesus prays that the Father will glorify His name. The overruling
sovereingty of God is implied.

P




MARCUS DODS (EXB) ON JOHN 12:20-26

Year by year men sacrifice their choicest examples of grain, and are content to
bury it in the earth instead of exposing it in the market, because they
understand that except it die it abideth alone, but if it die it bringeth forth much
fruit.

As with the grain, so it is with each human life. One of two things you can do
with your life; both you cannot do, and no third thing is possible. You may
consume your life for your own present gratification [INSTANT
GRATIFICATION IS ONE OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF OUR DAY] and
profit, to satisfy your present craving and tastes to secure the largest amount of
immediate pleasure for yourself........ You may eart your life....

OR YOU MAY put aside present enjoyment and profits of a selfish kind
and devote your life to the uses of God and man.

In the one case you make an end of your life, you consume it as it goes -- no
enlarging influence, no deepening of character, no fuller life -- it terminates with
yourself and with the present.

BUT IN THE OTHER case you find that you have entered into a more abundant
life.

THE LAW OF THE SEED IS THE LAW OF HUMAN LIFE. Your life is a seed

ON JOBN 13:

John has finished his account of the public manifestation of Jesus. This was the
last evening of His life. Within 24 hours He would be in the tomb.

w of waghing fe@ S0 necessary to comfort was this act that Jesus
rebuked t isee who had invited Hi ] im because
Jad omittede this courtesy.

BUT WHY DIDN’T THE DISCIPLES WASH EACH OTHER’S FEET, which was
the cusiom when no slave was in attendance? Not one betrayed the slightest
consciousness that such a custom existed. Why? Because Luke 22:24 tells us a
confention had arisen among them which was the greatest. All men are jealous
of their reputationsw, and crave the spotlight of superiority.

Heated and angry and full of resentment (sons of Zebedee), these men hustle into
the supper-room and seat themselves like so many sulky schoolboys. For




Soll, - Cathadio dgm ~ B4 NN

anyone to wash the feet of another was to declare himself the servant of ail, and

that was precisely-what each one was resolved he would not do.

Not one of them was sensitive enough to be ashamed to show such a temper in
Christ’s presence. There they sat, looking at the table, looking at the ceiling.
arranging their robes, each resolved upon this -- that he would not be the the

man to own himself tto all

Occupied with selfish ambitions that separate them from Him and one another,
how can they receive what Christ has to say? How can He quench their heated
passions and stir them with humility and love? Jesus, even in this last hour,
was wholly possessed and governed by love. He washed their feet, even the feet
of Judas.

By putting Himself in the servant’s place, He consecrated all service. The
disciple that next washed the feet of the rest would know he was respresenting
Christ; precedent.
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