"SLAVES OF Gob."

Text: James 131

INTRODUCTION: James is the most practlical book in the Bible, It 18
valugble to the Christisn in the second stage of his pilgrim'sg
progress., After he has been led to respomd to the Gospel of Grace
and come to have the joyful assurance that he is a child of God,

f he is to advance along the way of holinessg=-if he ls ta&nslate
b ractice--he needs the challenge of this hook. Zs
releVant to our everyd sityation
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Theme:) Practice of the Word; key verses: 1:22; 2:26.
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The practice of the word 1s translatggg_g_lto daily 1life what
We read 1p the Bible. There are speClal times in the history of the
church and in the splritual pilgrimage of the bellever, when its
message sounds forth with speclal relevance. Whenever faglth dogs

not lssue in love; when doetrine-ls.unrelsted 1o 11fe; whenever
Christians are tempted to settle down to a gelf-centered religion

and betome oblivious of the social and material needs of others}

or whenever they deny by thelr EMIE%%@@ME%N-
Tess, and Seem more snxious to _be friends of the wor rather ah
friends of God, then James has something to 5ay to them which they

dlaregard gt thelr own peril. For James evidently writes under g
profound sense of—s-gresgt crlisis that 1s aspproaching his nation,

a ludgment God upon it. He is qulng to them: It is time %o
stFalghten up and get right with Godl

Qus-of the mest—edesrly marked features of the FEpistle is th
stressg which J the absolute necessity of cultivating
the Chris r o%ﬁuliilei@&practical godliness, He I8
writing to the jews of the dispersion. They had been scattered
all over the world and 8aw the superiority of thelr faith over the
heathen cults., This resulted in thelr laying greater emphasis on
the essentisgls of thelr faith; the ethlcazl 8lde of thelr religion
recelved gregter stress, This exXplsgins the emphgsls 1lald on ethics
rather thegn doctrine in this epistle. We find in this espistle
Juat what we need to make practice correspond to profession, to

square 1ife with creed, Thlf 1esson is sorely needed today.

James, the author, was the brother of Jesus, bult not always a
believer; he was g scoffer of Jesus., It is ¢lear that the brothers
of Jesus did not accept His guthority during His esarthly life.

They had not accepted HLW a8 MesScian--he was a source of comstant
embarrasment to them. Mgrk 3:21, they said, "He 1s beside himself,”
This was & great tregedy in the 1ife of Christ. He had come to
know one of the bitterest of human sorrows, a pang to the very

heagrt-~-to be misunderstood by hig f: ¥

'J@For even his brethern did not belleve on him." They
had reached the point where they were willing to attack Jesus,
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They belonged to the world and did not understsnd Jesus., This
probably explalns why,: at his death, Jesus commended his mother

to John rather than to his brothers. They Were completely out of .
aympathy with Him gnd His mother.

It was most likely the urmwm%m%;y
Jesus that Jeomes and the otter brothers beCame followsrs o rist,
(I Cor. 15:5,7) At Pentecost all four are disciples of Christ.

Tt 18 said of James that his knees were calloused like camel'’s
¥nees from his long hours of praying. He died a martyr at Jerusalem
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' We might have expected James to_cani%alize of the fact that
qu BOE he never mentions it, Jesus had
Tself laid emphasis on the fact of His spiritual kinship with
2ll bellievers as be'ln% more important. He rejoices in the.title
of "Serveat-of God,., content only with this. In this title lles
Tis only honor and glory. The only greatness to which the Chrigt-
1en can ever asplre 18 the greatness of being the slave of God.
IT 18 this term whnich throughout the New Testement denotes our

relatinnghin de—desus Christ. Salvation does not eliminabe
glavegr; 1t merely changes our master. TWO QUESTIONS: .

- : . ) . . A - : 7t . e % ;Lk
‘i@ﬁxbt ‘} Aove Ly ;—U’ [{fLL s /},Qm,«u-%wu —-— \_,r:,»l}.?{‘ ;?-3«,'\.;1,\ ;\)L%_ ,u,u..wx_\l‘ \ o

L {Fard
’ e, DI

I. HOW DOES QNE BECOMES A SERVANT O p?? [«f)

There are two essential ideas in this word.

urchased. DBeing purchased the Christian
Chrigt which can never be fully discharged.
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NMA servant 1s
!

one who is unconditionally obligated /bo

serve; subject to God; owned By God, body eand soul.
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2. .He 18 self-surrendered--not forced. He has msde snother's

interests the slli-inclusive and_determining factor din his own
parsonsl interegts. No one will &ver be a successful servant

of God until God's will becomes his very own.

_%11— 1ittle glrl wanting grocleris from Salvation army.

X\- This word also mesnt a worshipper. We are not a worshinpper
of Jesus unless first we are His slave.



IT. VWHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A SHRVANT QF GOD?

There sre many implications in the word,

1. Absolute obedlence. ¥e gan never say NO 1o our mastelr,
A slave knows no law but his moster's word., 1t is unduestion-
ing oEfgignce. o ~

_& T11- of Constitutionsl King and Prime Minlster.
4

\Q\},{’Q , We yant God to be just a fihurehead, not really the driving
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He hat denied himself; thinks not of his rights, but of
his duties.

3. ébSOlu&_g I.JO E alt‘:y-"

His master comes first in a1l things., He has no interests

oF BLs own, utterly pledged to the master. IHe has a sense
‘#p;;;;§”§§§1391 deht to Chrigt, Do you feel this? Those vho
- ever co o demanstrate that they feel no debt; they owe

H;ﬁ:ﬁaiifﬁé; they just forget about Him, T )

4, @A sense of Pride--

ﬁ%erVant%was the title by which the great men of the Bible
were known--Moses, Abrsham; Josuha; Deniely even JESUS--
By taking this title we set purselves in this great succ es-
sion.

(1) JIt is s slavery of love--Love Says, HWhet can I do
for you? How much cen I do? Meke use of me, "

Tas. “Here am I--send me."

(2) There sre some persons who Jlove ug So much they never
wg&fgéi?%ggf:ﬁ?EfE}ious brand of love. Some love Christ
So m ey never pray, worship, serve, tell anyone about
Him, What Xind of love do you have for Jesua? Do you
1ove Him enough to obey and make that decision right nowf



WHEN LIFE TUMBLES IN.

Text: Jemes 1:2-12 . Ny ol U 0 j% gmmm
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TNTRODUCTION: There 15 one question God‘has hever enswered=- way "

The mystery surrounding guff ering iju%%e greatest of myste .
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The rtant question is not "why," but "whht wif}l T do with 1t7%
What™v Be my attituder' lhe real SfTerance between men is not
that somas suffer and others do not, but the real difference is
how they react to 1t.

Soms_geb Pitter about it. They blame God for every bad thing
that comes into thelr llVes. This is what Job's wife did, She
sgid, "Curse God and dtet

Others try to live as though they were ot reagl, They are
drinking Trom Somg CUp Of rosttive THinking, end deny thelr
reality.

Some gimply try to endure 1t, a8 though they were hopless
victims ol Tatwe; Tady-who Sald, "My favorite verse is thet
one that says, "'Grin and bear 14",

Jemas has s suggestion. He sgy8, BCount 1t all joy." Peul in
Romans sagid, "We Felolce 1n tribulation.” This 1s the best

way, this is the Christian w though 1t may sSegl impossible
advic e. }(VMM/ Lo tha ?\2%) 5 - W i %ﬁ/w’%

1. THE CERTAINITY OF TRIALS /ﬂ/% %UMQJMJW o
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Wihen,.." Is trial Something vollcan escdpa? Nol
ity eicrpe, ik o atuaon, bat ThE e sl Jprll

There (@ notbing more universiasl then trial. Triald, like
desth, 18 no respector of persons. 2110fue have times when 1ife
tumbles in, when 1ife 18 1ike as elevabor with a sign on it that
gays, "Not running today.’ '
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1. "When"--sn adverb of time meaning whenever--not "4f'.

This mesns that trials msy be expected all along the Christien
course, v

2/ The trouble 18 not to be of our own seeking.

"pg11 into" implying that they are not only unvwelcome, but
unexpected and unsought. The tr;;,;ﬁﬂma 4 ”iucomelwithout

any warningéigggggg}y.




II, THE CHARACTER OF TRLAL % o @TM /J,a,@,ff

1, Seen in the meaning of the word--temptation.

This word has the double 8ens e of outward trials and inward
temptations. Very often outward t?fgigﬂgecome the occasion for
inward temptations, Here the word signifigs,ggggig;L__ﬁLﬁ
ing directed towards an end, end the end 1s that he who 1is

tested should emerge purer and stronger frow the tes , It
ls a Divinﬁiy‘appointed testing our lives and our falth,
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2. "Fall Inté"=-Falling into something which syrmm The

word indicatgs a . ous calamity. This unforseen misfortune
-k large enough to ggcirelp and _overwhelm one. 1t 1s everywhere
you turn. n \i ‘ i V

R

Luke 10 30 “Fall ém‘o‘hg thi cves."

3.E They are. many'bbloreBJ Various kinds, {"Divers"),
I/ﬁi
Trials may have many aSpects, and
A ';vJemptation has much. attrectiVe
Goloring}inam T's pleasing| to “the eye and woolng to the taste.
L . : =28 b b

figgncial success.=,
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III. THE CONQUERING OF TRI.ALS‘ W in Zne W

"Gount it all joyﬂ" “He- oes not say that it is

all.joy, but %o regard them as sll joy. Look at_them from ihe
brigpt slde as. caﬂable of betrg tur nied 3n Lhkﬂhi;hegt qu;

11-The Christian 1&,1@ not %o divide'“,; xperd ence
pleasant ones ond unpl egsant. ones, 1t is to ® Tiimtxed Joy©
wholly Joyfull, wlthout any admixture of sSorrow.

TQLE_EEEE;EEEEEHQQEEEEQEy How 18 it possible? It is only
possible when we come o Think of righteousness as belng
infinitely mgre preclous than comfort, happiness or Deateé; wh en
We come to See that the greatl thing for us 18 18

ease snd nrogperity, to get rich or to rise in the world, but b
be Detter Ohrigtians. e —_—

.J smes avppeals to Christian knowledge--"knowing" means
Harn Trom experience, o allesd does not ask us to accept thls
on his personal suthorlity--hg sppeals to our own gxperl enc a.
mi e bEliever knows something that 1rduc es him to look at hls
trials from a TALfT erent standpoint.




1. Count 1t all Joy Becguse it makes Uus perfect. Va3, 4

W\&%ﬁg) The "Trying of your falth." The word is used for testing
Z.of

metals to determine if genuine=-~ga furnance to burn out
dross. This 1s what a trial i g=-and 3.99]& at what it produc es.

g
v/ (2) FATIRNCE~-The trigl ereates something within us.
It is sipying power which enables a man to persevere stead-
fastly through adverse circumstandc es,

I11l- leaving churches, gtc.

(3) This endurnsce, patience, works for our perfection, to
fully develope Us, mature, to be fully grovwn, having
attainedtne purpose of God in our lives.

James has his eye on the goal at the end of the long roa
At the end of the race we arse to be fully developed and sound

to the core in heart and 1 mb. -
Ay gulintnce b rsesoydy dore e

N PR R
Be tire: word used of a body without blemish, of
vessels unbroken and useful--that we may have everything
that belongs to us..

b. By the way we meet every experience of 1life, We are
elther fitting or unfitting ourselves for the task which
God meant us to do.

ﬁrial 18 the chisel God uses to carve out =2 fully develod

Tl @ﬁv;‘é’%@ﬁ Hut ot fou S llic g

2, Becguse We may discover the true values of 1ife. vsg9-11.

e et
gt

@i_ﬁ) "Moreover! left out but nec essary:‘ Connects verses
3 arr . Takes up theme agsln of trisls. .

The poor man 18 to glory in the fact that his trlals for
Christ's sske ralse him to a new helght. The rich man 18 to
glory in the facl that he has been humbled and brought low
through suffering for Christ. :

Jemes probably has in mind rich men who because they embrac ed
Christ suffered financlal loss. But he has discovered the true

values of 1ife.

What is the high estabte of the poor man? The approval of God
The Christisn is reminded in this textw
foundy; Tot in the aotisfaction of worldly ambition, not In wWeal

but in a new 1ife in Christ. ' —

How would you discover this without triszlg? Without death m
could never reallze the value of 1ife; health, famlly, Youth




%, Because we shgll recelve the crown of 1ife, Vs. 12

Not when he triel 1s finished, but when we have been gpproved
by trial.

T

(1) The crown 18 the victor's wreath, a symbol of the
victory, hot the victory itself.

(2) It is the crown which is life. I1ife 18 the crown--eberna
1life. The crown of the Christian, the possession of the
Christian 18 a ntew Hie in Christ. '

(3) It is not promised to those who endure, but to those who
love Christ, mw_the way to win thia crown snd the proof

of the love is the enduring, standing our ground in the
aCe of trial. . —s -

The crown 18 the evidence of victory--standing our ground is
the evidence of thls nevw 1ife is Christ.

CONCLUSION: God's object is 1o demonstrate to the world and to
Satan that He can hold the slleglance of Hls children and that
nothing can swerve thenm from confidence and trust in Him,

There 18 not an snswer that we could und erstand, but there
13 a God we can trust. Tri gls teach us the grestest of a1l 1l essons.

we walk by falth.
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EQUL BMENT FOR THE JOURNEY

Text: Jemes 1:5-8

INTRODUCTION: The New Testament uses many different figures to
explain what it means to be a Christian. It 18 g new blrth, a ng
1ife imparted; it 18 a battle, a spirituel warlare; it 18 a work:
Jeames pictures it ss a journey, » Jjourney beset with problems.
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James has alreéady made 1t clear inlthe prévious verses that the

path of the Christian will often be difficult snd thet 1t may not
be easy to face gll the problems. W vally un

t, without some necessary equipment. The mason does not build
a8 wal 1Kk and mortar; a carpenter must have nalls, -

hammers and wood, etc.

Whet 18 our plece of equipment? What are our teols for building

s Christien ITiTef Whst Is—that power, what is that plece of equip-
ment, which will enable me to make Aournegy successfully., God

‘has slresdy set the gosl for us in(v§ 4<-entire, lacking nothing.
So God wents to haeve all the necessary e uipmenl;c.. What j(sga iﬁ"‘?/
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It is@ What is wisdom? 1t is not Ehmartness, not lntell ect
uel cleverness. Human cleverness/snd worldly wisdom are .2lWays
in d tely m ding, The Christien needs
o different. wisdom, a spiritual insight that will savVe him from
slipping back into the follies of the unsaved man. The man who 18

wise in eg, who tries %o live hisg 1ifs in his own Way
18 what the book of Proverbs calls "the simplicity of the Tool."

We need to gdmit that we are not sufficient--if we try to live
by our own wi-sdem,we ghall fall,

.Remember Jomes 18 g practical book and thi s not theory,

but it is practical. James defines wisdom in(3:13

-18,

Wisdom 18 the right f onss 11 a in holy living. It
is living like Christ, in(_aeeeemlwith God's will, Paul called
Chx e Wisdom of God, It is an endowment, an insifRt;m-Bivine

Quslity whereby £ mgn recognlzes and practices righteousness. It
59 an endowment of heart snd mind which 1g needed for thg right

¢opduct of Life. It is a practical thing.
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I, THE SHORTAGE OF WISDOM,

"If any...lack." That-is a gentle wey of putting 1%, Who 1s it
that does not recognize his shortcoming here. We are all deficient.

God knows we are in need. He knows that withln ourselves we are
not able to live as Wwe ought, not sble . 1o meet the wiles of the
gj.; victoriously. Many are ‘Sffraid--»*’cmjt live 1t." A1l of
us ‘suffer from a shortage of thls,

1. Xvery rededicstion is a confession of a shortage of wisdom,
— _
2. Every wrong word snd evidence...
3. Xigljding to temptation a result...
e
&]ﬁem’as--he had s greal shortage of wisdom, N

It 48 not a 8in to have the shortarze, but it 18 a 8in not t.o

recogni ze 1t—and admt 1t and do some about 1%.
to b, b ;Za
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I1. THE SQURCE QF WISDOM.
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"ask God."

Jemes says, "It's going to tske wisodm...if you don't have 1
aSk God for 1t." God will provide everything we need for

ey. God mgkes demapds, pbut He always prt_ﬁg,

ds. Our sttitude should be thet of compLgﬁgjﬁpmden&e_ﬂlﬁo DO XK
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G'rod can meet our shortsge through praye [‘ "ask".1iterally
means “demand,’ ave a right to demand, ask it of God. But
Wl to exercise this great privilege. Jemes is
dri ng home the need prayer. j?w 0%‘ zmmj[ae awugh_/k.

We get up in he morning, never pray, ask God” for guldanc €
go to work, etc., lose femper, etc., then wonder why we can't live
as we o‘ught.

James points out several things in order to motivate us to

pray. ,gmafm :;i?; ‘/ﬂ( 7 ’—

The Neture of God. g'“

He is the God of Giving--' 'giveth"--present participle--
pointing to nature and continucus action., It ig His ngture

to give. This 1s Hiw%um
I11- His Son on the cross--Salvation--eternal life




We somehow got the idea that God is reluctant to glve. We

dWlmt helt ave 4t will do any good.
BU § happhest when He 18 giving., He gave us sglvation
when we ssked--He will give us all our needs.

(2) t%gpggggggg%§%§." Thig 18 integnded to encourage boldness
in making our petitlions to God.p "Without repro ach, without
hesping insults upom. e O aater

Jeomes adds this characte ‘atic of d's n,a%?g lest enyéne
& o God. Those who are the most
1ibeér oF¥ten excuse the selves becaguse of former

acts of kindness., Not 80 God., He is resdy to add new bl.essings
ta_the former ones wlthout eny end or Iimitetlon.

I11--beggar--"You deserve what you are going through but I
will help you anyway." God does mot do that.

o, The WNature of His Ggiving--

(1) "aLL" We think that God snswers the prayers of only a
few, Onply a feuw cen be grest Christians. But God is no
respector of persons. -

; 7
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(2) NPREELY"--1iberally--without reservs. This refers both
to the abundgnce of the gift and the gracious spirit in -
which it is given.

3, The Promise of God. M4 shall be glven him,"

Do you helleve that, You believed the promise of God in
salvation, why not now?

o dpnd @ e Fre K MWMJ

IIT. THE SECRET QF ATTAINING WLSDOM. {vss. 6-8)

Maek in Taith..." Teke God at Hi s word.

1. '"Nothing wavering-~" To separaste one from the other-~to be
insg critical Wmind-—designat es o battle within.

The Christian while praying may separate those things that
geem possible from those things that seem impossible. James
warns sgelnst this. The word expresses t .
balanc es _between fal +¥ snd unbeiief, and
latter.
avhel.
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2, Vs, 7 He will recelve nothing--not only wi_sdoin, bukgothing
clgse., We do not expect enything from God and God does not T -
dissppolint US, —— - -

—
2. w'wm man who wavers, who has two gouls--18 unsettled.
The 3 mesns he 1s unreliabl e--cannot be trusted by God. :

owar ~“another directed tow me~
t merely

Ohe heart is directed
~4tiTE él8e, ~uch a Man ia unstable in gll His ways--ho

7T OTEy . eren “His ]
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God grents wisdom~--when we ask in faith.,

Conclusiont Do you lack wisdom? HaVe-you feiled? Will you
contess it to God and ask Him for wi sdom?
%ﬂ,ﬂ/ﬁ,_“
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THE UNHOLY MA RRI AGE
Text: Jomes 1:13-16

INTEODUCTION: Men 18 always eagel to blsme Someone else for his

mist 4 fafrm@r“moolj“m teacher; in mgrriage,
blame the wife; r—j8ll, blame the judge, etc, Lt i8 gifficult for

the proud bumen hesrtto recognize 1ts own fallure..

We are alwsys quick to bleme S80MeEOIE else for our sin--friends,
environment, e ~ IR

Some blame satan@lamed the serpent. Some try to make the
devil a whipping post 5% their sin., A mzn who had committed a
great sin sasld, "The devil made me do it."

J—
Sqme blame God. @gc:lj‘;@gdid this., We often try to hold God respom-
gible for mgking us ad we arse end seek to quiet our conscience while
we continue in sin.  "Well, God made ev"erything--‘;;;déﬁzk, ete."
Trndo Leerm funs Al IR = ek éﬂg/
But ehtic ement to sin does mot come frpm God. It canmod® b€

treced bac God directly or indirectly. It 15 the result of
an unholy marrisge. 5T'Tb
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1. THE BEGINNING QF SIN. Verses 13,14

it

Where @ es sin besin? - whve dhes i &Jw-bmawa. !
e Negativelyinot from _G_gd.

Why? "For"--beceuse, 1it. God 18 unversed, ungxperience in
evil things. This better aults the mesning of the Wword and the
context, since the gquestion is not of God's belng tempted, but
of God's tempting.

R —

FEaglish Bible:"For He is untouched by evil."

W@_}%&%ﬂ:—my? Because He Hlmsell hes
nevepr sinned. 7 one who nas gimmed can ever tempt another
to 8in. Romens 1:32--This civilization is built on an agreement
to do evil. 5%

ten fell-tempted Eve to fall — & ’meiﬁﬂg &fngfﬂm
WWhvdo esn't want husbed to 0.
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2, Tositively: vs. 14

111- of 1ittle boy who Was to0ld not to g£O swimmili}g—-went

anyway;'zﬁﬁust happened to have my trunks with me. _

., | < x st I (et ] W"
%$6 MA"WV{; aAbmi'Qi% wi ! |4Jﬂﬁudffu\r e
The desire could not heve b —4-£-e had
not Tiad his brunks with him. Th is something within the
1ndividual that translstes the outer tempbation into

T

e T

(1) Each one 18 charscterized by what we calle.s physical

dlosynerasy. Taere 18 also a moral 1dlosyncrasi. Two
%h?{stians way be looking ot the the sane tempting thing. One

yi elds, the other resists. What. makes tgg_gLIigzgngjﬁﬁﬂihem
wttitude of esch individusl. NOTEING FROM WITHOUT IS ABLE 10
BEING SIN INTO ANY WLLL.

(2) gin begins in the desire of the heart. The primory
fector in The desire to sin, i8 not God, 18 not the outer
Yemptation, pbut the lrnner disposition of the soul.

(3) These words areﬁggggphorgjfrom,ilgg;ggﬂggﬂwbun}ing.
They describe the method o1 the working of 1lust.

14 is the plcture of o fish swimmlng 183 a straight cours
and then drawn off 1t course towards aomething that Seems
attractive, only to discover thst the beit has a desdly hook
in 1t. He is DRAWN OUT BY HIS OWN LUST.

S -

There 18 something in the corrupt heart of men which
re o the bait of Satan--1ike a fish to a lure, llke
st eel to s magnet. Men sins because he wangg to.

(4) This is what condemns us. We may not sin, but the
desire is there. Jesus never had the desire.

{ Sin begine in the evil desire of man for the forbidden thing,

: -‘ “" . .

opad g Lt

11, THE BIRTH OF SIN. v ! - -

I, THE J;L_ OF SIN erse 15a fCﬂﬂﬁw&L@a££z VY aups
1. "THEN" merking a fresh staze. This word indi (Ltes the
imposglbiliiy © e thoughty 1dea, deslre ever remglning in
that stage. It either must move forward and tsgke upon some
new expression or be thrown out and overpowered.

5, Jeames here uses the figure of marri sge snd birih,

The - men it to meet snpd embract g _the
forbidden : nholy rlage eS_ PlLece between the
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(2) Just ss the child finaXly comes forth--so does sin.
The. desire cannot 8t ever wWithin—-it must makes 1ts
alpearanc e ~-g8 81Il.

III. THE BEGOTTEN OF SIN. Verse 15D n)f/ e %
. s y ,jugfuf-({." of e / e 6‘—""."
fh/ﬂ\j/fv P e W I,uéﬁ/*” »?
1. Sin slsc begets--picture of a family tree. v

Once sin is borm, 1t grows, end unl eas -1t unt eracted
and mastered by the grace of God 1t will give birth to death.
Here 18 the ngtural hi story of gin. The first chlld torn of
desire is sin. This second child 1§_11ke g child born desd.

2. The picture in James is that of M

With what expectation the mother looks forward to the day
when she will look upon her new born child with pleasure and
full satisfaction. This game eagerness nd expectation
chsracterizes the men who habltuslly sgins end who beEleves thab
the end of that will be some great pleasure. How disappolinted
at the end, Instead of expected 1ife with all its consequent
joys, there will be death.

I _ﬂbuld to God we Teared the result of sln as much as an
abno rmal birth! h

@ Remember James Ls writing to Christisng--Every time a

hristians sins somethIng inside him df es--testimony, prayer,
power, Jjoy, ebe.

CONCLUSION: Vs, 16--"Make no misteke about this, my beloeved brethr
Do not take this lightly. It will affecymwf~w

as o sinner. It willw--beginning in your
own heart. It will affect your view of the need of a Saviour,




THE GIFT FROM ABOVE

i, et — | S——————tt

Text: James 1:17,18

INTRODUCTION: Verse 16 18 one of the greatest verses in the Bibles
it revesls God's heart. It mskes a sweeping statment. Every good

snd perfect glft is from God. ery good thing i i has
c%%/ﬂm,wgethegfmu ore sgved or lost., Only good can come
rom Goda A —
~ A [t
Wiﬁod 13 good; God 18 all mlghty:3evil 18 real.
B“Why O 5w 117" Then He must De th cause of it all. This
™18 one of th&Wga@hg@g of Saten--cast doubt on the goodness

<o

7 of God.

James says that everything God gives 1s good and perfect. Every-

thing God made 18 good and perfect. Y%h)ﬁ——i:s—bad here 18 our feult.
It is not a8 God intended 1t to Pe. Thereils something demonic in
man. Adam turned his infinite possibilitl es into dammation. Men

have infinite possibilwiampl—t em, Sln is ~ ,
miBoing the Wark, the intended use, - 'Dd; )
Tll-krife; car; fire; radium, etc. Eﬁ‘\ﬂx 'h ‘3‘/{%:( jb,i/bﬂ/(/v

T11-Eve and serpant: Gen,>:3-5

jod madae the g£rass r cowg--those laws mu t be obeyed if we
are to reap the benefits of God' 8 creatlion.

0.C Madd

Only good comes from above--S0 many of us, whenenevr we need
something, look horizonally, to man, 1nstead of looking to God abo Vv

(Nyay T11~-Bedridden Christian, wrote on top of every letter--

a',r;‘fb(i;; L;rf‘uﬁ s Look to self and be depressed,
) rdljﬂr Look to others and be distressed, A ﬁ%wéf
/;"

1 LA 4, Took to Jesus gnd bg blegsed. = A
(}/JM ’\égcuﬂ{}o@t Mm Mﬁb ﬂﬁe’ M{f/ﬂw”‘ ot

God 5% not cHange: IF1, of lights of hesven--no v ation in
God.  Wpmy—timaytt Seens to us that God does Shange. We feel at
times He is very close to us, ond then at other times He seems to
be Tar removed--there & to be an ec sg of God. Buf 1t is 4
not the fault of the sun when 1t 18 nidden from our st ght., It 18 !
the earth's fault. It gets to the place where all it can recelve
15 the shadow off 1ts satellite, the moon.

God glves only good. What seems bad 18 really good if it comes
from God. 1f we tegke our place by His side snd look at our life
from His view, we see God's plen a8 =& whole for our 1ife and for
God's glory. He . st _end what will fulfill His.

purpose in ow v

All good gifts are from sbove~-there 18 one gift“God sgeks to

give all men--the New Blrtn. "above"! same word as g8 in" in John

W" The GiTt of Gifts--LIFE -~ %ﬁjﬂ ovda,
P/wﬁwwmﬁ EMM ¥



I.

-

IT HAS A DIVINE AUTHOR.

1.

T4 is one of God's gifts. God is always bestowing good

gifts upon men, and the momt Drecious of 21l His gifts is the
gift of the new heart. It comes from God.

2.

It is God's will for man--"of His owm will..."

(1) This shows where salvatlon Comes fyrom., God wills 1t end
what God wills He does. The movement of the soul towards God,
etc., are the effect of Dlvine influenc e,

(2) Wo other consideration influences Him in this matter
exc ept His purpose. Tt is not something you do for God, it
18 something God does 4@ you.

Al

(3) The child's birth is the will of his perents, not himself

In John 1:11-13, a three-fold denlal of humen agency in
gpiritual birth, Grace does not descend through the channel
of nature in =ny form, Dut a new creative act 1s necessary

fuL_r_x_ av ery regeneratlon. j -
Sirn Bk D oo Yo [l 244
el

It 18 a perfect gift.

There are no "ebnormsl births.” d's gifts are perfect, God
never changes--Hig will 18 irrevocable, S0 i1s our spiritual
prth. -

T1l-being borm again...and agein, etc. In this physica
Wprld you cagn only be born once end _als the spiritu

orld. uld not be perfect otherwise. Surely He who
gave 1t 1s able Lo maln aln it.

4, Tt is g good gift.

What God gives 1s the highest and the best, the most profitab
for man; Not cepable ol belng improved upon, 1t Lo the Dest )

hat can haprpen...in broken home, life, WO;c_{I_Ld.

-

- <



It.

B
IT HAS A DIVINE INSTRUMMNI. "Word of truth."

1, Cempare creation and re-creation-<Will, Word, and response.
._—-—‘—"-'—‘.‘_"_

My111" emphasizes 1t is all of God, Mword. .o
spanse. Everyone is potentially a child o

apB_;Q L o
I11- Check for 1,000,000--potenti slly rich, bubt must respond.

's
bt at,. s

2. The@hat God uses 18 the message of the Gospel. This
bighlights our responsibility t& get the message 6Ut. .
' ’;If/"j},ﬂﬂ\

A
3, The Gospel demends a respollSe. fW[W\}

208 oy oA
Aot JG{W@ ra

L, It 1s called the "Word of TRUTH." Why?

(1) Iie of Saten brought death--people decelved, belleve lie.
B e T

(2) Truth of God brings new 1ife. B HAE f”“"“’"é‘f‘p e
9.8 AN 3 /M%‘()J\, A8 /\QWL;/)

/

John 8:32.
(3) I1ie made men slaves, truth of God frees them.
(4) Seed of sin brings forth death 1315.
(5) Seed of Word brings life--

John 14:6

III. 1T HpS A DIVINE PURFOSE. Mpipat-frults,”

Law of 014 Testament--first fruits of = harvest.

1. W The new fruits which ripen first
her the new season, Men who are torn agsin proclaim a Nnev
order of things--spiritusl order, new begknning. 0ld cregtion
went bad, God 18 o8 n NEW humeni ty. P i

FOU (edltn v LHALL. AT ey Z A

2. The first-fruits were socred snd were to be dedic ated Lo-Lod
The g5Int of this illustration is that Ghristians, llke the
first-frults, should _begpnsecra,ted to God--the pecullar possaes:
ion of God, the best of the harvest.




— o, ‘\U@Q .
m/ ol e 5«%{\& 17y -
e Qb6dPl&9&EﬂﬂBQ_EEE%%TEEE%;;jtﬂﬁﬁiijﬂﬂﬂﬁkaﬂllaaPVeﬁiwyetwto
gomer— We sre the first-TIuils, not the full harvest, . All
ChrlistianS sre mesnt to be a first fruit, the promiseofbotter

work--should turn s. The leasst we Can do is to
bring ou t and lay 1t at the f_emﬁs'. This is the

pUTto se of the new blrih.

God told first parent, "Be fruitful end multiply..."
God tells us, "Be fruitful end maitiply..."”

CONCLUSION: God wants only the best for YOUH*M
you the best. He wants to glve you a new heart, 1ife, start. This
iw. Respond toit—nowi
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