.Filling of theSpirit (Is the lloly Spirit Filling You Right Now?)

They tell me that it is rude and impolite to ask people personal questions,
especially people you don't know real well. You don;t ask a man how much money
he makes. I go into a hospital, someone is ill and had surgery, I do not pry
and ask XX personal questions about the nature of their illness, that would
be rude and impolite. If they want me to tell me, they can; I want to be
rude andimpolite for just a moment. And I want to ask you, each one ofyou, a
very personal question. And I want you to asnwer it - not‘ out loud, not with
the uplifted hand, but you answer it in your own heart. I want to ask you a
very personal question. IS THE HOLY SPIRIT FILLINd YOU RIGHT NOW? At =
this very moment, preacher, singer, Christian man, Christian woman, boy or
girl - IS THE HOLY SPIRIT FILLING YOU R‘IGHT NOW?

Now there are three possible answers "you can give to that question. One,
you can say, yes, praise: God I know the Holy Spirit is filling me right now.
You may be able to answer, No, He isn't. And there is a third possible answer,
you may say I am not certain what you mean by the filling of the Holy Spirit.

I don't know if I am filled with the Spirit or not. And I pray by God's |
illuminating that before we are through you will be able to answer that

question - honestly, clearly, certainly. I think next to that question, Do

you know Jesus? -- this is the /if most important question anybody wiil ever

ask you - I S THE HOLY SPIRIT' OF GOD FILLING YOU RIGHT NOW? And I warit you

to answer the question - IS THE SPIRIT OF GOD without any shadow of a doubt,
FILLING YOU RIGHT NOW? Now there is some misunderstanding about the filling of
the Holy‘SpiritI ~ But as I mentioned earlier ® I think one of the greatest
truths in all the word of God is that when I became a Christian the Spirit of
God came to bermanently indwell me - to make His home in me. Now being filled
with the Spirit of God is not having more c;f the Holy Spirit than you have now.
I have often in times past used that illustration of an empty glass with a little

bit of water in it and I have said, now that water represents the Holy Spirit
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and being filled with the Holy Spirit means that I pour more water until that
glass is filled. That is not a scriptural illustration. Because when you were
saved, God gave you the whole Holy Spirit and I think one of the grandest truths
of all is that I have all of God dwelling in me right now - I dont' have just a
little bit of God in me, a little bit of God in you and a little bit of God in
you -- like God kind of spread Himself thin, you know, and passed Himself out to
all of us. I have all of God in me and you have all of God in you and you have
all of God in you. When the Spirit of God came to indwell you the whole Spirit
of God came to indwell you. And you know it takes that to save you. A half &
a God in you could not save you. That little daisy growing out ¥ JERX
yonder needs the whole sun to keep it alive. N You say, well such a little
flower doesnt need all of that sun, doesn't need all of that light - but if you
were to subtract half of that sun, that little flower would die. It takes the
whole power of the whole sun to keep one little blade of grass alive. And it
takes the whole God, all of God there is in you to save you and to sustain you,
Being filled with the Holy Spitit isnot having more of the Holy Spirit than you
had before. Paul commands in Eph, 5 verse 18 -- and this is my main test this
morning - we are going to be using several other verses, but this is the main
one. Eph. 5:18 Paul said: ....... To be filled with the Spirit. What
is the filling of the Holy Spirit?

First of all the fillingof the Holy Spirit is a COMMAND OF GOD.

It is a COMMAND OF GOD. You know that that verb is in the imperative
mood, it is a command., It is not a suggestion, it is not a wish, but it is an
undeniable and unalterable command of God. Be filled with the Spirit. And its
in the plural. He's not talking to super saints, the filling of the Holy
Spirit isn't for the heirarchy of heaven. It's not for the elite of the elect.
It's not just for preachers and evangelists. It is for everyone. And God
commands every person who is saved to be filled with the Holy Spirit. The

first thing that you and I need to understand is that this filling of the

Spirit of God is not an optional item. It's not luxury equipment in the Christian



[ *o

page 3 FILLING

life. It is standard equipment in every Christian life if he is to be A effective
and to bring honor and glory to the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a

comnand to be filled with theSpirit. Now, if it is a command for me to be filled
with the Spirit - then if I am not filled with theSpirit, I am living in sin. Did
you know, has it ever occurred to you that it is a sin for you not to be filled with
the HOly Spirit? We need to be convinced of this and we need to be convicted of it.
I think a great many people in our churches think that it would be nice if they
could be filled with the Spirit and they would love to be filled with the Spirit,

but it's not absolutely necessary and I doubt if very many people are convinced

and convicted that not to be filled with the Spirit is a sin against God. But it is,
It is just as much a¥Xsin against God not to be filled with the Spirit as it is to
be drunk with wine. Now I don't know any other way to read that 18th verse than that
way. There are two commands in that verse -- one is a negative command and the other
is a positve command. The same God made ¥M¥ both commands. The same Spirit inspired
both commands. It is a sin not to obey the command of God. With one breath Paul
says, don't be drunk with wine. With another }i:xr:;t; but, on the contrary

and in contrast to that, be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. To be drunk with
wine is a sin against God. And not to be filled with the Spirit is a sin against
God. What do you do when youordain deaconsin your church - bring them tobether

and questionthem , got to make certain that these men fulfill the scriptural
obligationsX. Do you tithe? Do you drink wine? Are you the husband of one wife?
Did you know according to Acts chapter 6 that it's just as much a qualification

for a man to be set apart¥ for service, to be filled with the Spirit of God, as it

is for him to tithe? Actually, it's more of a qualification because the Bible

never tells the deacon he has to tithe. You'll never find that as a qualification

for a deacon. Bvery Christian ought to, but it's not listed in the qualifications.

Let me tell you what to do to K¥XH kind of get things going in your church. The

next time you have a deacon organization, or ordination, and you begin to

select men, you stick to the Wordof God and bring the levelof your experience

7 to the standard of the Word of God, and demand that no man he
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be ordained unless he knows that the Spirit ofGod is filling him with the
Spirit. Because as we have always said the ability to serve in a church has
nothing to do with your natural talent, or your native ability and the one
reason we have some many problems in our churches is because we have ordained
men to the minstry, as well as to the deaconship, who have not been and are not
bekng filled with the Holy Spirit of God. It is a command to be filled with the
Spirit of God and if the Spirit of God is not filling you right now, you are
living in ksin and disobedience to God. Well why is it a command? Why does
God commandit? I want us to look at some verses and we're going to see that
there are mayy reasons, MM but primarily there are two reasons why God commands
us to be filled with the Spirit. First of all it is necessary for
PURITY OF LIFE

For purity of life. You'll listen as I read, or turn over in your Bibles
to Gal. 5:16. Paul says ....Now he goes on to point out that every Christian
has something inside him, the Bible calls the flesh. And he also has something
inside him called the HOly Spirit and these two are opposed one to the other.
In other words, the flesh is drawing us one way, that's the old self, ego, the
BIX¥X big I, my old unredeemed, unregemerated nature is still there. You know
I discovered something about that old nature, and that's when that when God saved
me, He didn't change that old nature. God did not convert that old nature it
is a terminal illness, and it cannot be changed. And I discover that the reason
I ROXX failed so much in my Christian life, I kept trying to control and to
improve andto sophisticate and to Christianize the old flesh and the old nature,
and I'd been trying to fight it. Youcannot do it. You are no better now than
you were when you were saved, I don't care if you have been saved 20 years, you
are absolutely no better now than you were when you were saved. The only good
thing in you the only thing that's different about you is that Jesus Christ,
through His Holy Spirit is indwelling you and if He were to remove Himself from

you you would immediately revert back into your pre-conversion state. You haven
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changed one bit. You are no better than you have ever been. God
hasn't changed one bit of that oldnature. He doesn't try to
convert it, He crucifies it. But it's still there, alive and
active, it will do anything. And it's a very powerful force. And
every time you want to serve God, that flesh, that old nature, the
old ego is there saying, don't be a fanactic, don't overdo it,let
somebody else do it. Every time you try to serve God, try to pray,
try to read theEXX®¥ Bible, try to please God , the fleshis there
asserting itself, overpowering you. You have the flesh dwelling

in you. Now the works of the flesh are obvious he says, and he gives
a whole list of them there in vv 19 and 20, the works of the flesh.
aAnd they are not merely m just these big gross sins that we call the
works of the flesh but thye have to do with your attitude, bitterness,
unforgiving spirit, a critical attitude, powerless, all of these are
there. Now you also have someone else dwelling in you that the
Bible calls the Holy Spirit of God. I want you to listen forjust

a moment. You have three enemies in your Christian life. Three
enemies in your Christian life, the devil, theworld and the flesh.
The devil is the temper, the world is the temptation, and the flesh
is the tempted. The devil stands on the outside holds up the world
and appeals to the flesh within me, saying, look here what I've got.
And James 1 says that a man sins when he is led away of his own
desires. That o0ld sinful desire, that old unchanged nature that

the Bible calls the flesh is in you . It look s and sees what

the devil is offering, the world and it reaches out and takes

it. Now on the outside, the devil and the world. They are on
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the outside. The only enemy that you have on the inside is the

flesh, the old nature. The only way that the devil and the world

can get in to your life is if that flesh opens the door and lets

them in. The only part of us that the devil and the world can appeal

to is that old nature. Every sin is an inside job because that

flesh that old nature, that old unchanged desire within you sees

what the devil has, sees what the world has, opens the door and allows
this to come in. Now, I don't have to worry about the devil, I don't
have to worry about the ¥%X world, if I can somehow re-inforce this
harbor,if I can somehow build a hedged around ¥ the flesh, if I can
somehow make my flesh inaccessible to Satan and the world, I'm all
right. The only way the world and the devil ¥ can get into me

is through the flesh, that's his bridgehead, that's my vulnerable
spot, that's the only spot the devil can reach me in -- everytime

he temps me, he appeals to that old lower nature, the same with the
world. So, my problem is the flesh, theoldnature, the big I, my ego,
self. And if I can somehow re inforce that and get victory overy
that, thenvictory over Satan and the world will follow. X¥¥ All right
here's what Paul tells us: "this I say then walk in theSpirit

and ye shall not by no means =--- that's what the Greek says == bad
grammer, but ¥ great theology, ye shall not by no means fulfill

the lusts of the flesh, the‘desires of the flesh. Now I want to

ask you, do youbelieve that? You shall not by any means X whatsoever
fulfill the desires of the flesh. All right, it is walkipg in the
Spirit, it is living in theSpirit, it is the powerof the Hply Spirit,
controlling me and filling me that conquers the flesh in my life.

Now I want you tonotice who fights the flesh here. Who fights

1 m ~- . e - - . ”~ - - - - LR T P Y . T N i . - "I a2 ®
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the flesh,taking study courses, making rules andxxem¥x regulations,
trying té) somehow butress the flesh, we've been fighting thé flesh
and we ﬁiss it every time. Ngotice who fights the flesh, the Holy
Spirit. The Holy Spirit fights the flesh. I don't have anything

to do with the flesh. If I try fo fight thg flesh, he'll oyery power
me, the Spirit of God fights the flésh; I step out of the way , take
myself out of the.picture,,that's reckoning yourself ¥¥ to be dead.

I get out of the picture, and allow the HS to take it, He fights

the flesh andHe overcomes everytime., But I'll tell you it‘'s a fixed
fight., 1It's a fixed fight. Because I say who wins. Everytime the

' flesh and the Spirit get in the ring together, I pick the winner.

And I have thé terrible and-awesome_responsibility of saying, the
flesh is going to win in this particular situation, I can yield to
the flesh and it'll win, because the Spirit of God will never force
Himself upéh}us. All right, then say I am going to yield to the HS
and when I do that, what I do is un-tie the hands of the HS and I
loose Him and let Him go and He defeats the flesh, He defeats the fI;sh.
What we've been trying to do is X overcome the flesh in‘the;energy
of the flesh. Now that's ridiculous. Jesus said can a kingdom

p1-3 dividea against itself stand? Of course notX, the flesh isn't
going to ¥ oppose the flesh. And so in the energy of my flesh, you ’
know when I was saved, somebody¥ XXX¥HK said all right; now, Ron,

the next thing to do is govout there and do your best‘for Jesus,

We stand up and sing "HEX Hear ye the Mast'ers call, give me-your
best. I'm goingto do my best. Well I've done my best, and éhe flesh
never opposes itself. And I.want you to notice how beautiful this

is, The HS fights the flesh and if I walk in the Spirit, thatmeans
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if I let my daily life be controlled and ordered by the HS, I will
not by an means fulfill the desireSOf the flesh. Now I want you to
see something in vs 22 == "but the fruit .... is love . Now do
you agree with me that there Paul is picturing the HS as a tree
planted within the Christian. Right? The HS who dwells within us
will produce €€GEQ frﬁit. So the picture is a tree planted within
Vthe Christian. And this tree wants to bring fruitX¥ of love, joy

and peace. But I've got a lot of old dead leaves of ﬁornication,
uncleanness, idolatry, hatred, and evny. How can I get rid of that
old dead works of leaves and spoiled fruit and how can I have the
blessed sweet fruit of the HS produced in me? Well I discovered
something., I discovered that dead leaves don't fall off’a tree.

i always thougﬂt they did. Come Autumn the leaves turn,they die

they fall off the tree. No, they don't fall off thé tree, you
go out here and you cut a branch off a tree and let it fall down on
the ground and let it lay there beside that living tree. Now as the
seasons p;ss the leaves will brown and on that living tree, those
dead leaves will begin to- fall off. But you look at that branch on
the ground, unless you.pull them off or knock them off, Fhey are still
there. They don't fall off. They don't fall off. You‘know what
happeps to dead leaves? They don't fali off, they are pushed off,
They are pushed out, as the sap, as the g;;é: flows throﬁgh the
branches, it pushes out those dead leaves to make room for tﬁé fruit
and the new leaves. Now iisten, here's what some of us have been
trying to do in our Christian life. We have been going around pulling

off dead leaves. Pulling off dead leaves, we've been saying, I've

got to get rid of this dead leaf of bad habits, I've got to get
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of this dead leaf of filthy language, I've got to get rid of this
dead leaf of an impure mind. We've been going around pullingoff
these dead leaves, that's not the way to do it. Oh. it's so simpie.
All I have to do is just to yidld myself to the HS and allow Him

" to flow through me and to fillme and to allow Him to £ill me with
the fullness of Christ and as the life of Jesﬁs and the powerof

the Spirit flows thrdugh me, it just pushes off those old dead
leaves, they jgst fall off, pushed out by the power of the HS,

What we've been doing is focusing all of our attention on our
failure. That's a trick of the devil. You4focus your attentin

on your weakness and your failure;and you'll go on-that way. You
forget about your failure, don't lock at your sins and forget about
your habits and you focus BX éour attention upon Jesus HHH Chr}st

pn the power of the HS and as He infills-you and as Fe flows ﬁhrough
you He Qill push off all of those &ead'leaves. You won't have to
worry about that, that's His business. I read over in John chapter
15 that "I am vine.... MY FATHER IS THE HUSBANDMAN and He will do

the pfuning. Oh,I thought I was supp&sed to do theFEERRXHX pruhing.
Mah. all my life I 've been going around with pmuning shears trying |
to clip off the bad things in my life. Anq all of a sudden I realized
the Father is the husbandman, He'll do that, He'll do that. Listen
you need to be filled with the Spirit‘for PURITY OF LIFE, for purity
of life. You've been trying té overcome habits and overcome weak-
nesses.Xi You'll never d§ it. You'llnever do it. Léﬁ the Spirit of
God f£ill you and as He prpduces love, joy and peace in you He'll just

naturally push off those old dead leaves of sin. Necessary for

PURITY OF XXWEX LIFE, Nccessy for_ POWER IN SERVICE,
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I love old Elijah. Boy I feel with him. I identify with Elijah.
For one reason . He was on Mt. Carmel, he brought one of the
best sermons I'Qe ever heard, it was eloguent, powerfully deliveréd.
And when he finished, the Biﬁle says‘the people énswered him not a
word. Oh, I've been in that church, haven't you? Boy I've
preached there a many time. You just preach four héart out and
the best you know how, and you get through and they jﬁst sit there.
They don't say Amen, they don't say,'Praise the Lord, nobody gets
saved, nobody mad, ngbody glad, nobody sad, nothing. When Elijah |,
preached with fervor, they answered him not a word. Now listen
- when the fire fell, when tﬁé fire fell, the people fell on their
faces, they/said, the Lord He is éod, ‘the Lord Qe is God, Boy, :
you're right Elijah, he's God. Elijah had been trying to get them
to say that all along but they wouldn't do it until the fire fell.
"nd when the fire fell théy’gaid, the Lord He is God. You must be
filled with theSpirit to have POWER IN SERVICE. |
Now we go to another portion ofythe Wbrd; in John chapter 15,
One of my favorites, and with tﬁis,we are illustrating the
principle of POWER WITH. SERVICE == you must be filled with the HS
in order to have POWER WITH SERVICE., We are always interested.in
how we can havé moré people saved in our éhurches, and we can have
more baptismsx'increase every=year. Well right.hgre Jesus tell
us, but I've never heard anybody use this as\a methqd of_e§ange;ism.
Jesus said in John chapterl5, "I am the ...... Isn't that what
we want? More baptisms, more pééple saved. All right, how do you
do that? He purges the brancheslthat they may bring forth more

fruit. Now look in verse 4 === " 23bide eceee
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I‘am the vine .... Dbringeth forth what? MucH FRUIT., Fruit, more
fruit, much fruit. For without me you can do nothing. And he goes

on to say in verse 8 ":.... He's not glorified not just with fruit

or more fruit, did you notice that? He's glorified with much fruit.

A man has a vineyafd, is he honored is he glorified is his vines‘
produce fruit? A bit more fruit -- no. Eg's not satisfied, he's not
glorified until every branchvis bearing fruit. Until every vine is
producing. He is glorified when that vine produces much fruit. Well
how are ¥ you going to produce much fruit? Listen, Jesus said, I am
the Vine, ye are the branches. 2Abide in me. And you'll bring forth
fruit. Now listen, here is the relationship that the Chrktién has w/
Jesus. Jesus is the vine, I am just the branch., B¥ Did you know the
branch doesn't prqduce fruit? The branch simply bears the fruit. The
fruit is produced bj the vine, the life flowing through the vine. The
branch is justa coat rack to hang grapes on¥. That's all the branch is
for. It just must be there so it can‘bear fruit. It never produces
fruit, it never produces fruif. \It‘cannot produce fruit., And you and
I cannot produce fruit, and I can't produce it and you can't produce

it , Jesus produces it. Hé says ali I want you to be is justa branch.
Just make yourself available and you just abidekin me. -Now where is th
responsibility for fruit bearing? On the branch? No. On the vine.
Where is the responsibiity for fruit bearigg in my life? On me=== I
used to think so and I worked myself to death and then worried I hand't
done enought, unﬁil I discovered that the responsib%iity for fruitfulnes
is not on me, it's on Jesus. He is the vine, all He asks of me is to be

a branch. 2nd what does a branch do® all day long? It abides in Jesus._

And it lets the life of Jesus flow through him and the life of Jesus
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AS IT reaches thrbtgh me touches the lives and tran sforms them. Ndw
how are we going to have more fruit? How are‘we going to ﬁave more
baptisms? Well 5$étisms'in the church d;wn, let's organize a new
committe, let's come up with a new pfogram let's go over here to this
man he baptized so many ayear, maybe he's got some secret formula,
some method. I want us to look atthe method of Jesus. I am the
vine, you arethe branches ... MUCH FRUIT. You know the way

to bring forth more frﬁit? It's just to abide more and deeper in
Jesus. Getting closer to Jesus, abiding in Jesus. And as I

abide in Him, and as I & let His word abide in me, as more ané more
of the Spirit of God flows thmmagh me, there will be ﬁore fruit, more
fruit, more fruit. Listen, when I want to see morepeople saved in

my church thé thing for me to do is to make certain that my peopie
are in J¥E Jesus more than they've ever been and the fruit Qill come
from the iord.

I remember aXXEWIAN fellow pastor ofmine WA one time was
commencing to preach on how to learn to love the lostX XX¥EXat an
evangelism conference and so he said let's look for a text on-learning
to love the lost., We thought, that'll £e easy. We found a lot of
verses that told us why we ought to learn to love the lost, we found
a lot of verses that sﬁo&ed us what ﬁould/happen if we did love -
the lost. But we # could not find one verée of Scripture that told
us how to love the lost. That's whg a lot of people don't witness
they say I just don't love thelost. We pray, Lord, give me a love
for lost people. And then the Lord showéd me.rovér in John -

remember when Jesus had his little breakfast talklwith Simon Peter?

Simon Peter comes and sits down and Jesus said, Simon, do you love

g — & ® = — - - -— . — - —B—r e = 2 e
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Feed my sheep. He asked him a second time, Simon, do you love me?
Jesus, you know I love you. Simon, feed my sheep. He asked him a

third time. Simon,. do you reélly like me? Simon said, ILord, you
know I do. Feed my sheep. Did you know that Jesus never one ti e

asked him if he loved sheep? I can just imagine old Simon Peter,
Jesus, sid, Simon, feed my sheep. Oh, Iord, I don't like sheept.

I didn't ask you that, I asked you if you loved me. No, I don't

care if you love sheep or hot, if you love Me, feed My sheep. And
allof a sudden I realized the way to X way to learn to love lost
people is’to love Jesus that's the motive,that's the/motive.
That's/the motive and I want to tell you this morning, the most

useless preaching I've ever done in my life. The most useless

preaching I've ever done in my life is as I stood on Sunday morning

and Sunday night and told mypeople, you'd better win souls, you ought
to win soulé} yvou need to get out and win souls. They knew that,

and they wanted to, they were scared to death. They lacked motive,

they lacked power, Now I'll tell you something else, nearly every

Baptist has a guilt complex because he doesn't win souls and he

knows he ought to. The pastor gets up on Sunday morning'and adds to

that guilt complex andintensifies it and says you ought to witness
ybu ought to win sou;s, they know that. I believe honestly that most
Chri;tians, they want to doit, but they don't know how. One day

God showe@ me what it was all about. He said, listen, you quit
trying to get them to win souls. You get them‘fo love Me, and let

Me be Lord\and let the Spifit of God £fill them% I'lltake care of

all of thgp other stuff. And when our people began to love Jesus

and when they began to enthrone Jesus as the Inrd of their life, and
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out ¥ everywhere witnessing and sharing JC, That's the answer, that's
the key right there. And you H¥¥X must be filled with the HS for
POWER IN SERVICE. Because yousee, one of these days all of us are

_ going to stand before the Lord at the Judgment Seat andHe's going
to give us. a YEXWX reward or X a THKEENEX loss of rewards, according
as our works shall be. Jesus == Paul says in I Cor. chapter 3,
“The Lord shall try every man's work — of what? What SORT it is.
No& what éize it is. The Judgement Seat of Christ is concerned
‘with quality not quantity. And there are two sorts of work. XIHENX There
are two kinds of works¥ he describes in that passage. One is that
which is wood, héy and stubble. And the other is that whichis
XEXEEIWE precious gems and gold and silver. Those are the only
two sorts of works. And everv man bulldé on the foundati n of
his salvatipn, a’'super-structure of Christizn living made out of
either wood, hay and stubble, or precioms stones, gold and silver,
Now, there are only two kinds of good. Human good and divine good,
right? God rejects all human good. There's only two kinds of
energy, the energy o% the élesh and the energy of the Spirit.,
God rejects the energy of the flesh. Eveiy thing that I do in the
energy of the flesh - orin other words = everything I do without
the fullness‘of the Spirit. constitutes wood, hay and stubble. When
I go to that judgement seat, we all go together, and I look over
thefe and I see a big old staék of works with my name on it; boy, I
can hardly wait until I stand up before tﬁe Lord,apa He rewérds me
for that., ILook at that, Look what I've done, look how many I ve
Abaptizgd. Look what I did, that big old sﬁack. You say that's

yours over there? Well, that's all right, you made it to heaven
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Your name tag is bigger than your pile‘of works. Yes, there it is.
Well that's all right. So the Lord reads my name and the closer

I get to that biglstadk of works, all of a sudden I become aware
of something. I stand there and it's wood, hay and stubble. And
the Lord Jesu# Christ strikes a match and sets the fire to it and
says let's just see if you lived in the Spirit or in the flesh.
Let's ¥X¥ see if you preached, sang, and taught and witnessed for
My glory or your ego. And He touches the fire to it - whff, it's
gone. Hé comes over here to this little fellow.li#tle/pile of gold
and silver and precius stones. He says, let;s test yours and He

s trikes the match, and it doesn't hurt because that's how you make
HBEX ¥BX gold, silver and precius stones = with fire. I want you
to know thismorning, and it is a solemn fact, a very solemn fact,
that X¥X it is highly possible that a man can live all of his life
HMBEX as a minister bf—the gospel or preacher and deacon and work
and work and work and work ¥MK and stand before Jesus at the
Judgement Seat of Christ and have his entire life of Christian
service lost. I believe that will all of my heart. 2And the key

is not building bigger churches, because sometimes you argjusé
building bigger haystacks, that's all. It's got to be ¥ done in
the power of the Spirit¥ if it's going to stand the test. Aﬁd I
want to know this morning if you were to stand before Jesus Christ
at this Aoment and He were to test you;‘life, has your life ﬁeen
}ived in the fullness of the Spirit or in the energy of the flesh?
And if your life has been lived in the enérgy of the flesh, it'g
going to be wasted and it'll go up in smoké andyou shall be saved

yet, so as by fire. You will be like a man who is awakened in the
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AND THEY say, your house is on fire, runfor your life., And gou
get out\and all you escape with is just the sheet wrapped around
your body. And you look back and your whole life's savings, your
life'é work, your home, everything, all of your possessions goes
up in smoke. I say that's a very solemn truth. That's a man's
ministry, a Christian's entire ldife of éérviqe can be lost at the

Judgemenf Seat of Christ unless it is done in the fullness of the

Spir;t.
All right, it is a COMMAND, and secondly, and more briefl§
it is a COMMAND TO BE CONTROLLED BY THE SPIRIT,
Let the Spirit of God fill you = that's a passive verb and
the NEB, I think, translates it properly , Let the HS fill you.
You see, that puts the reluétancé on our part, not on His part,
some of you have never been filled w/ the HS because you think God
is reluctant to fill you and you beg Him and plead with Him and hope
that some day yoﬁ'll grow up into the filling of the HS. Listen,
you do noé grow up into the filling of the Spirit, you grow from the
filling of the HS. There is no spiritual growth until you are filled
with the Spirit. Now you maykgrow in knowledge and may grow in
church membership and church activity, but épirigual growth comes
only aster the filling of the HS, You do not grow towards the
£filling of the HS, maybe one of thede days I'll attain to iE, NO.
You have, ¥X you appropriate the filling of the HS and then you
growy from it, what does it mean to be filled? It means to be
controlled. One man ¥ translates this "to be possessed completely
of the Spirit". And we get that idea from wine. When a man is

,

drunk w/ wine , he is controlled by that wine. And to be filled



.

P 1; ' fILLING

with the Spirit is to have the HS controlling me, You say, I

would love to be filled with the Spirit. Would youé Would you

real ly now? Would you really like to havea Person controlling &ou
that would not tolerate any self-centeredness in your life? Do you
mean Fhat you realiy want to be controlled by a Person who will not
tolerate any!KXKQX thinking of yourself first? Do you really want

to be controlled by a person who will not tolerate any envy and
jealousy? You mean you really want to be controlled by a person

who is going to demand that you recognize you have no rights of

your own and you arenothing bﬂE a slave? Do you really want to be
controlled today by a person who is going to demand absolute holiness
of life, and wili not tolerance any sin in your life? It is to be
controlled by the HS, Now I think in that controlling there are two
things invol@ed. One, of course, is dethrong self. - Saying no to self.
There can only be one operator of\the‘Chritian life - eithr self,

or the Spirit. Aand the first thing I have to do is to recogni;e that

I am not my own, I am bought with a price, and I dethrone self. Well
that's just A the negative. The real test, the real key, is T mst
enthrone &esus as Lord in my life. I was saved when I was nine vears
old; I was called to preach whén I waé 15, I preached my first revival
when I was sixteen, and pastored my éirst church when I was sevénteen,
I cut my teeth on good old fundamental, conservative Sé'preachiﬂg. But
all B the days of my ministry there was soﬁething missing, and I had

no idea what it was. Because I would preach victory, and live defeat.

I would preach peace, and HBE know anxiety. I would preach love, and yet

‘as aware of critical spirif and bitterness and jealousy and envy. You
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know after preaching for a few years, I ran out of gas, went
stale and stagnant. I had to force myself to get into the pulpit.

I'd drive to church\on Sunday night and see other people out
barbecuing, you know, or charcoaling during T.U. and I would wish I
could do it. I tell you there is nothing‘worse than making youself

go to church. And there is no XX feeling t§ compare with that
horrible feeling of making yourself preach because you get paid to

do it, and yvou wish you didn't ha&e to. i tried to get out of éhe
ministry two or thrée times. I just couldn't do it. I never doubted
my call to preach, Inever_did. I've doubted my salvation in times
past, I've never doubted -God called me to preach. I didn't know what
was wrong. You know, I'd go to one conference and I'd think, oh boy,
maybe this is it., Maybe one of these days I'll just read a book or
I'll go to a conference or something will happen, I'll turn a corner
and all of a sudden something will happén, God will lay something on
me that will just change everything, and it never happened. I had a
lot of emotional experiences, I golL inspired by inspirational speakers,
and I would come back and after two or three weeks I'd fizzle out again.
Back down in the valley. I remember kneeling in my office many a time,
and saying, Lord, I don't know what it is I need, but I need something.
I don't know what's wrong, but I know‘there's got to be @ore'to it
than this.‘-&nd I'd just say, Lord,vﬁould you do something, Lord just
do something fore me, dohsomething in me. I‘prayed ixxxxxx that for
years. I khew all dbout’the deeper life, I'd preached sermons, I'd
preached conferences on the depper life. Ljsten, you can preach

it andnot know it. And I knew all of the facts but I didn't know it.

There was just something missing. Until the day, & night, about
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two yéars ago. When I was away in a reviva meeting, thepower

of God just came down like I've never seen it before. And that
week I went to the wij mountain, and that ﬁeek I walked in glory.
And on a Tuesday night after a service I said, Lord, I can never
go backX to what I was, I dreaded leaving the meéting, butI knew
I had to go home. I just said, I éan't stand to éo back to the
drudgery, the foréing myself. The trying to live up to it all.

I said, Loxd Jsus, ¥ th can't it always be like this? And the
Spirit of God seemed td/say to me, Jesus ién't Lorxd in your life,
Since the day you were saved, since Ehe day you surrenderd to preach,
Jesus has never been H¥EX absolute total Lord in vour life. And he
was when I was saved, He's got to be be or you are not saved. Since
that time i had taken tﬁe co#trols of my own life, and the minute

the HS told me that, I knew it was true. All of a sudden, things
begin to come bgdk momepts wgen I became aware in years past that

I was holding bégk ;nd had s&me reservations. And I can't tell you
this afternoon what hap%enedf But all I know is thatwhen éhat plane
s tepped doWn in Dallas the qgllowing Monday, and I steppeé off that
plaqe, J:sus was Lord in myflifg.' And man, I tell you things
cha?ged, oh, man, thinﬁs chgnged. XMX There was a love = you know

I always loved peoplegfecaﬁse I wsa‘supposed to = I think I tolerated
‘them - you know, Andfpeople were a\bother. And I loved people who
would help me and weﬁé for mé, I loved people who loved ﬁe. Butall
of a sudden I found/&yseiﬁ loving everybody. Man, I just 1oveé
everybody. There wére %oﬁé people in our church that we didnt

see eye to eye with, Weﬁhad}been dead locked to and opposed to in
: |

certain issues, something sérange happened. All of a sudden, I loved
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that man, /
I loved those people. 2And I couldn't help myself. I just couldn't

help myself, I just loved them. And there was a joy that I've .
never kno&n before. And my wife even remarked on-it. I was just

so happy and there waw such a joy, andthere was peace. I've never
known such peace.A I'd come home after working at the chu;ch and
I'd walk up and take my little girl and walk up the ally and just
think about the peace, the fact that Jesus is Lord. I don't know,
all of a sudden, éverything was just so peéceful. I'd lay awake

at night, couldn't go ¥ to sleep, justX¥ thinking aﬁout Jesus,

ILord. What a change. Peace. There was self-control, there was
victory. 1I'd had problems as you do, weaknesses, and sins and
habits as you have, that I'd never been ;ble to get victory over,
and all of a sudden they were gone. One of my deacons came to me
and said, Ron, X% it's evidéﬁt that God has done something in your
life, how can the same thing happen to us? I said, I don't know.
Because‘I don't know what's happened to me. I don't know what's
happened, but I started then, saying, Lord, show me what you did,
show me what happened. I went to the bobk, I wanted to know if this
was Scriptural or not. And I wanted to know, and I gsaid, God, teach
me, I needed to tell my chuéch this, .Because.When I came back on -
a2 Wednesday night I wrote every member of my church and I said I

" want you tp come, I want to tell you about the reviyé. and I told
them about that revival and I told them about ﬁine. I told them
Jesus was Lord and that I wanted EKMEWX Him to be Loxrd in this church
andif people didn't want Jesus to be Iord in this church, they can
go somewhere else. We want Jesus to be ILord in this chuxch. And

I f£inished and I‘didn't give an invitation or anything, I just
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B congregatin as one lined ¥#E in a long line
and came to me and said, Praisg thelord, we're with you. And I
thank God for a church that didn't turn me off. They said, we
want what you've go. I said, Lord I've got'to tell these félks.‘
They're wanting’to know what happened, and I don't know what
happened, Iord, show me., You know what I discovered, ﬁhen I nade
Jesus really Lord there was love, there was joy, there was peace ;9-
you know What-that is? That's the firstthree things mentioned
in the fruit of the Spirit. . What happened‘was when I made Jesus
Iord, really Loxd after the HS had awakened me to my need, He has
to do that, just saying it doesn't make it so. The HS must reveal
to you aﬁd awakgn vou to theXi#EEXX need, and when I made Jesus
Lord, you know Wha§ happened? The HS filled me2, He filled me.,
And it's made all the difference in my life.. It made all the
difference in ny ministry. It's made all the difference in my
home. I disovered that you can't fulfill Eph. 5:21,28 22, 23,
alo ut wives submit yourseives to your husband, and husbands love
your wife, until you are filled with the Spirit. That follows
verse 138, did you know? That(is the result of being filled with
the Spirit? It made all the difference in our home. We have a new

home., I've got a-.new church, the church has a new pastor, 1I've

got a new Jewus, a new Lord, Qfl.things were new., And the f£illing

4

of the‘HS, to control. . A
Now in closing, let me mention this onelast thing. To
be filled with theSkirit is a command of God, it is a command to
be controlled, and IT IS A COMMAND TO BE CONTINUALLY CONTROLLED,
" That vexse literally reads "and be ye being fiiled with

+ha SATTiE. " TRE's not a voller~coaster tvpe of existence friends,
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I'm not talking about\a little inspiration now apdthen. XX I'm
not talking about a lititle holy kick once in a while, I'm talking
about é daily walk, a daily abiding in Jesus, continually filled
with thg Spirit. That's WHE why I phrased the quastipns,not,

HAS THE HOLY SPIRIT FILLED YOU == but IS THE HOLY SPIRIT, AT THIS
MOMENT, FILLING YOU? Is He at this moment controlling you? Is He?
and I've discovered that in myown life, there is two ways for me
to conténue to be filled w/ the Spirit.

One - is instant confession of sin; The moment I become
aware of sin, to instantly cnfess it. Secondly, by immediate
obedience. The moment the Spirit of God impresses me to speak, to
witness, to FEEFX pray, to whatever, immediate obedience and
instant confessién. And ig is a continual f£illingX®X theSpirib
of God wants to giveus;

Now 1;t me ask you XXX the cuestion again =-—-= IS
THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD FILLINé YOU RIGHT NOW? Is He? Is the
HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD RILLING YOU RIGHT NOW? By that, I mean is
the Spirit of God in absolute sovereign control of youX, right now?
If He's not in control, if there's any unconfessed sin, if there's
any disobedience, if you know of a command in this Bible that yod are
not obeying, He's not in control, If there's unférgiyenéss, if there's
any sin at all, the Spirit of God is not in cont:ol.XXﬁE Is the

Holy Spirit filling you, controlling you, right now?

)



