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I want you to open your Bibles tonbght to the book of Hebrews 11:1-3&6 , "Now faith is

the substance of things hoped for, the eveidentee of things not seen. For by it, the
elders ob’\c.'ained a good report. Through faith we understand that the world was framed

by the word of God so that things which are seen were not made of things which do

appear. But without faith it is impossible to please Him. For he that cometh to

God must believe that He is and that He is a reworder of them that dilligently seek Him."
Now let mea read again the first phrase of that sixth vers. 'But without faith is tis
impossible to please Him." That is one of jthe most devastating statemets in all the

word of God. How mua#~ much easier and more comforting that would be if the writer

had saidl, "But without works it is impossible to please him, or But without baptism

it is impossiblb to please him, or But without tithing it is impossible to please Him.

And yet the word says, "But without faith is is impossible to please Him." The possibility
of,being pleasing to God and gaining his favor without faith is non existent. That makes
faith a very important quality in a man's life. That means that faith, 1like a lot of

to other things, is not a luxury item in the Christian life. It is not optional
equipment. It is a requirement, and obligation. Without faith it is impossible to

plese God. When I read that shatement, the first thaing that I want to ask is do I have
faith? The secon question follows the first, what is faith, and how do I kmow that I

have it or not? And I've been trying for a long time to come up with or discover what
faith is. The only definition of faith that we have in the Bible is found in that

fiest verse. I must confess to jyou that I've read that first verse over, I don't know
how many times in the years that I've been studying the Bible,and preaching,I dont

think htat I understood that verse untiljust recenkly. The message tonight is, What is
Faith? In the Sunday eveining services, we have been dealing with the matter of a
misnisty of intercession. And of jcourse, when we come to ;the matter of prayers, we have
to recognize that faith is an indespensible element in the matter of intercession. You

would be waeinb wasting yourrtime if you don't pray in faith. Jesus said, " Whatseever
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ye desire wﬁen you pray, believe and ye shall have them." Faith is indespensible in
this matter of praying. As it is, in this matter of living, whaterver you do, if it
is not do;e in the atmosphere and the element of faith, them God is not pleased. What
if faith? Tonight we're going to preach on the Biblical definition of what faith is.
and may the Lord open our eyes to see as we have nev er seen before. What is faith:
First of all, faith is substance. Im—% This is shated in the first verse. Faith is
the substance of things hoped for, the evédence of things not seen. I want you to
underline a word in that verse and tell me what word it is I;want underlinedf. The
most umportant word in that vers. It is the word "is". Faith "is" substance. It
doesn't say that faith dreams substance, it does not say gets substance. It says faith
is subsance. There are three phases to Biblical faith. There are three things that
you can say about God as far as your faith is concerned. Fiesb,' you can have the king
ofs faith that says God can. God can do anything. IWe used to j;sing a little chorus
God can do anything, but fail, He can save, He can keep, satify with jom complete,

God can do anything but fail. God can do anything, and all of us tonight, more than
likely have that kind of faith. Don't you believe ha that? Nothing is impossible with
God. God can do anything. Jeremiah said, "If anything is too hard for the Lord, fand
then he befan to doubt) and the ;Lord said to Jeremiah, "Don't you remember what you
just prayed?" "YOU said if anything is to hard for the Lord, (and we live by this,
saying God can do anything. *fs& Is this faith, meb no, not the Biblical kind. It's
"not worth much just to be honest. You can't get saved with that kind of faith. God
can't bless you with tyat kind of faith. There is a second stage of faith which is
better than this and it—weeds all of us who say not only God Can , God wull. That's
even better. Not only can God meet my needs, God will meet my needs. Not only God
can deliver me from this, but I believe that one of ;these days, He's going to deliver
me. And most of us tonight beleieve that . We have that kind of faith. God can, God

will. A man setting here during the invitaion says, " I know that Gbd can save me, I

-



believe sémeday He will save me, is he saved? No. Third element of faith: God can,
God will, God has. God has? TIt's not a matter of God being able to do it, and it's
not a m;t.ter of God doing it. God has already done it. Now we must understand that
God has already made provision for every need of our lives. It is not a matter of
whether God can make it, it is not a matter of God will make it, it's a matter that
God has made it. Now let's come back to our definition. Faith is substance. I heard'
a fellow talking last week. We were discussing this matter of faith and exchdnging
ideas because wer were both ditraviling in the same direction. He said, "There was a
time In my life when I needed a large sum of money & and I kepb camped on this verse.
And T beleived that God could do it and would do it. And I said,"Lord, I have the
faith, you provdie the subsatance." And he says that's not what the verse said, he
said that verse says, faith is subshance. If you have the faith, you have the sﬁbstanv&
I never realized what this meant. Notice what it sy w says,"Faith is the substance of
things hoped for." Here is what it means. Faith is having everything you always
wanted, or hoped you would have. All of those things you hoped for, that deliverance
that power, that victory that you hoped for—you have it. Faith is the substance of
everything you ever hpped for. Feith-ie—sneb—hevingy Faith is not hoping, faith is
having. Faith says I have it right now. Faith is substaance. YOu say , are you trying
to tell me that if I need $500 to pay some bills and I believe that I have it when I
don't have it, that I do have it? That's right. It doesn't say that faith brigns
substance; it doesn't say that faith will get you the substance, it says fgith is
subshance. In Mark 11: 24, "Jesus said, Therefore I say unto you, what things seeves
whatsoever you desire when you pray, believe that you receive them and ye shall have
them." Believe in every sense. Beleive that you already have it and you'll get it.
You say that doesn't make sense. No it doesn't make sense, we're not going tonight a
according to seneses . What you can hear, feel, see tasted and what you can touch and

smell, we're going according to the scriptures. Jeusu said, "Whatsoever things you



desire, when you pray, believe that you ha¥e it and you shall get it." That is exactly
what he says. Gid has already made provisionsfor all things. Which came fhrst; the
secon Adax\n or the first Adam? The second Adam came first. ¥ew If you go back to the
account of creatioon, you will find that God made provision before He made the

problem. First of all, He made the air and them some birds to fly in it. He didn't
make the Birds first, and then say now you hold your breath until I kake you some

air to breath. That's what some of you are living by theugh. You're holding you
breath until God meets your needs. God doen't work that way. He never has operated
that way. .God made the waters and then made the fish. He didn't make the fish @nd say
flop around on the dry land a while and I'1l make some water after a hit. He didn't

do that. Geéd-made—sreen—eoarth—fermen God made green herbs for man to eat and then He

made man. God made the garden and then made man. That's the way God operates. He makes
provision . You know what some of you believe? You bdlieve that God created providions
to meet your problems don't you? If you run into a problem and face some difficutly,

you begin to pray, "Alright Lord, here's a problem and need . Mewtthis need and make.
provision." I want you to know something, God does not create provision to meet your
problem. God creates problems to meet His provisions. Remember in John 9,' Jesus and
His disciples were walking and they saw a man that was born blind. The disciples said,
"Lord, who sinned to cause this man to be blind?" "His parents or himseld?" Jesus said,
"Nobody sinned, this man was born blind so that the works of God might be mafifiest"

Hhy did God create that problem? So that it would meet a providion. So that God kould
be glorified. Remember in II Corinthians 54+ 12, Paul had a thorn in the flesh and
couldn't wem understand that. Then he dasked the Lord to remeove the thorn. I have a
problem, now create a provision. God said, "MY grace is bufficient for thee. For in my
strength is made perfect in your weakness." M Then Paul said,'"Most gladly will I rather
glory in my infermities that the power of Christ may rest on me." "Therefore, I take

pleaseure in infermeities, in reproeaches, in necessities, in persecution, in giseresses
i



for Christ'é sake. For when I have a problem then I have provision." God says that
the only reason that I created a problem for you is so I can display my power in your
life. Every time Paul had a necessity, a problem, a persecttion, a distress, he said,
"Praise the Lord, God is getting ready to glorify himself againg in my léfe." He never

fretted or worried or was uptight and was filled with frustrations, praying that God

would meet him need. God does not create provision to meet your problems. He creates
problems to meet his pwe¥ise provisions. Faith is substance. When you pray, believe
that you already have it and you will get it. One of the most importamt words in the
BiBle is the wor# "is". Faith is substance. My grace is sufficient for you. I John
5:4, "This is the victory that overcometh the world even our faithY! Faith is the victory
Who is he that overcombth the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Some of
God. Faith is the vicotry. If you believe that you have a victory, you really have

a victory. You say," Now preacher, are you telling me tonight, that I hawve this
problem. I have this habit, I have this weakness, do jyou mean to tell me that if I
believe that I have the victory, just by believeing?" You say, "I donj;t believe that."
No, and you don't have the victory either do you. Faith is the victory. That is in
the perfect tense. Overcometh the world. When was the world overcome? 2,000 years
ago when Jesus died on the cross. It is wrong language for a Christian to say," I'm
must win the victory. You don't have any victory to win. Jesus won every victory
2,000 years ago. In Hebrews 2, it says that through His death,He destroyed the &power
of the devil and He delivered us from the bondage of the devil. ¥ I John 3:8," He‘ was
manifested that He might destroy the works of the devil." Jesus destroyed the workds
of the devil 2,000 years ago. Jesus overcame the world of flesh and the devil 2,VOOO
years ago. You don't have any victory to win. Jesus won all my victories for me
2,000 years ago. When He died on the cross, He got salvation for me. How do I get
salvation? '"He htat believeth has—-Faith is substance." "He taht believth has ever-

lasting life. A1l I have to do to have everlasting life is to believe that Jesus has
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alrady ]).!"()’il;h‘ﬂd for At and 1 Just teke what le has slresdy provided. When Jesue was

on the orona, lle not only saved me from my eins, He salso delivered me form the devil,

e aloo gave me vietory over flesh, over the world, ewes4he He also met all of my

neads,  How do you goelt thome? The same way you got salvetion. Just by saying

thank you Lord, 1t's already done. This man standing back here during the invitaion

when 18 he saved? When he acte and he steps oub and eays praise the Llord . That fellod
lan't saved when he gotws down on his knees and edekes askes Cod to save him, he's saved
when he moves oub.ink the act of faith. When he says 1 believe. Z—desb Just from

your taking, that's all that's necessary. Faith is substaance. When you have faith,
you; have substance. You can remove the word substance and you can put in there any

word that you want to, whatever your need 1s. Whatever your problem is, whatever your
difficutlty is, you put that in that word substance,. Faith is it. If T need money

to jmeet my bills, faigh is that money. Falth doesn't bring it, faith doesn't obtain

it, faith is it. If I had faith, that i¢ is just like haveing the money. That's the
synidnymous with having the mhney. Faith is the victory. 1If I need victory in an

area of my life, Jesus has already won it. God has already doen it. All I have to do
is face it, and when I believe that I have the victory, and I accept the vitory that
Jesus wond for me, how do you overcome it? You overcome it by faith. Not by striving
and struggling. You don't have any victory to win. Jesus won all your victorges

2,000 years ago. Faith is jnot only substamce, faith is also -eeienee~ sight. Now
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen. I can
divide this congregation into two groups. Those who say seeing is believeing, and those
who say believing is seeing. John 20,'"But Thomas, one of the twelve, was not with them
when Jesus came., The other disciples said unto him, we have seen the Lord." But he said
unto them, "Except I shall see in his hands the primnts of the nails and put my finger in
the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I ;will not believe." Thomas

said, except I see, I will not believe. Thomas had 'sense' faith. That's what most of
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us have, 'sehse' faith. Seeing is believing, or "Lord, you give me victory and then I'11l
believe that I have it." Well, who couldn't believe that after that? "Lord, you give

me the suﬂétance and I'11 believe that I have it." Well, kba that doesn't take faith,
that doesn't honor God. That's why Jesus said that you have to believe that you have it
and then you'll get it. But Thomas said, except I see, I will not believe. And some of .
you tonight won't believe it unless you see it or smell it or hear it or touch it or !
taste it. What you can't see or whgt you can'th hear or can't understand with your
mind, this is why we're all the time asking God for a sign. Putting out the fleece.
There aYe those that say that seeing is believing, then there are those that say that
believing is seeing. And after eight days, his disciples were withing and Thomas was
wikh them , then came Jesus,be the doors being shut and sttod in the midst and said,
"Peace be unto you." Then said He to ;Thomas, "Reach here with thy finger and behold
my,hands and reach out thy hadd and thrust it into my side and be not faithless, but
believing." And Thomas answered and & said unto Him,"My Lord and my God." Sure he
believed nok, because he had seen it. Jesus saith unot him, "Thomas, because thou |
hast seen, thou hast believed." Blessed are they that have not seen but still believe.
Praise the Lord. He didn't bless Thomas, he didn't say,"Thomas, that's a good Christian."
"You're growing." He said,"Thomas,(I believe He was shaking his head), because you have
seen, you believe.?) Because of the bread, you believe, because you see the miracles you
believe. Blessed are those taht never see, and they don't need to see, they.can just
“believe it. That is scriptural faith. Do you kmow w how to have victory in your life?
Move out of the realm of the senses and into the realm of the scriptures. If your senses
and the scriptrue conteadicts, believe the scripture. Now I know what I'm saying and it's
almost difficult for us to do, because we have been brought up to believe that what we
can see, hear and taste and smell and touch and so forth, believing is seeing. Listen...
If faith is j;the substance, then faith is all I need to have it. Faith is the only

evidence that I need. I don't k need any additional evidence except faith in the fact



of God's word. If God's word says that I have victory, that's all the evidence that I
need. If God's word.says that Jesus did died for me 2,000 years ago,.... Now listen,
this is tﬂé way that you were saved. You couldn't have been saved if you hadn't have

had scriptural faith. You didn't see Jesus die 2,000 years ago. No. You Just believed
the book. But after we're saved, we move into the realm of our senses, and we limit God..
It's contrary to hyman nature, it's all backwards. Believe you already have &t and you' Il
get it. That's right. Don;jt be a glave to your senses. That's right. If the word of
God and what you see, smell and hear, handle and taste and touch contradict, stick to th
the word of God. You don't need fleece. Faith is the fleece. It's the only evidence
you need. T talked to a preacher, a friend of mine and he gave me a good saying. He
said;"Act like it's so when it's not so, and it will be so." That's faith. Act like it's
so when it isn't so, and it will be so. Do j;you remember the 10 lepers that came to
Jesus? Jesus said, what do you want. They said, we want to be cleansed. we want to be
healed. Jesus said,"Go show thyself to the priests."” Now it was the law, that when a
leper was healed, he was to go first of all and show himself to the priests and get a,
clean bill of health.so that he could be admitted back inot society. They would go and
show themselves to the priestss after they were healéd. Now Jesus didn't heal them,

they said, Lord we want to bre healed. And He said to go show themselves to the priests.
And what if they had said, but Lord, wete not healed. Jesus aaid, act like it's so and
it's not so. And the Bible says, as they were going, they were healed. When.they acted
like it was so, a nd it waan't so, it was so. You mean so say, that when I get—en—m—
acted 1like I got em my kneeds and yet when I don't, they will be? That's right because
the you already have them all met. What evidence do I have? The word of God. That's
all the evidende you need. Faith is sight, faith is seeing. Faith is the only evidence
that we need. And so you move out of the realm of the senses and into the realm of the

& scriptures and you realize that God not only canl, God not only will, praise His naem,

God already kad— has, and His word says it. That's all I nmed. I believe that I have



victory becaﬁse His word says so. I don't feel it, I haven't heard any angel wings
flapping, haven't heard the heavenly eex chorus sing, haven't #£ie felt any supernatural
power go ';,hrough my being. If God's word says that I have victory, I believe it.

And when I said that Jesus was Lord, I believed it whe¥her I felt like ti or not. And
when I mas told thaat the spirit of God would fill me, when I yield to j;him, I beleive
I'm £ed filled whether I feel it ©6006- or mbe not. God's word says it and that's the ' ~
only evidence that I need. Faith ig sight. That's not enough. One more thing. Faith

is spoken. Faith is saying it. I've brought to see a great deal that the Bible has to
say aborTlt the confession of our faith. I'm talking now about confessing Jesus as our
saviour and Lord, I'm not talking about confessing our sins. I'm talking aobut what
Hobrows—L—seys Hebrews L:1) says,"Hold fast your confession." The confession of our

& faith, and if you'll take the time to read the book of Hebrews, you see how many times
the word testimony is there and for instance in wverse 13, "These all died in faith, not
having received the promises, but having seen them afar off and were persuaded of them
and embraced them amd confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth."
There is this vital element in the matter of believing faith. You must not only know
that faith is the substance, that #aith is whan faith already has it, and you not .only
realize taht that's the only real evidence that you need to be sure that it's yours,

but you have to confess that it is. You got to confess it that it is. Iet's go Wwack

to Mark 11323,"For verily I say unto you, that whosoever shall say unto this.mountain,

" be thou removed, and be thou cast into the seajand shall not doubt in hés heart,but shall
believe that those things which he saith shall come to passjhe shall have whatsoever he
saith." Now He mentions the word faith one time in that verse, and sying it three times.
And you look at the last shebtemetn statement. '"He shall have whatsoever he saithe."

You poseess what you confess. What does Romans 127 "What saith it, the word is nigh
thee, even in thy mouth, the word of faith." Over and over againg, Jesus always

spoke. When He sttod at the tomb of Lazarus, He said, "Father, I thank you that you
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always answér me." He met Mary and Martha and told them that they would see the flory
of God. They were nbt to worry about Lazarus, he had confessed his faith. All the

way through, when the Apostles healed someone, they spoke to them. In Acts 3, Peter
said,"IN the name of Jesus of Nazareth, rise up and walk." The centurion in Matthew 18
came to Jesus and said,"Lord, jsut sayd the word and my servant shall be healed." And
Acts 16:16, the Apostle Paul tirned to the woman who was demon possessed and he spoke to' '
the spirit within her and said,"In $he name of Jesus, I command you to come out."” You
see, the Bible places a great deal on what you sair; Jesus said,"Whoseever shall confess
me befoge men, him will I also confess before my Father which is in heaven." If thou
shalt confess that Jesus is Lord, thou shalt be saved. For what the heart man believeth
unto ﬁghbeousness with the mough confession &£ is made unto salvation. God always
demands taht you confess what you're convicted of in your heart. Whosoever shall speak
a word against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven.him. He seysy doesn't say
think a word or feel a word, whosoever shall 'speak' a word against the Holy Ghost. You
say, I don't believe that there is that much power in words. God made the world with
words. And Hebrewsl says, "He upholds them by the words of His power." Now friend,
your faith will be measured by your confession. Your faith will never rise above

the level of your confession. You say, Idon't understand what you mean? There are some
people who just wesb once, step out on faith and confess, it's done. I do not believe
that a man is saved until he confesses it. I don}t think a fellow cans set bek back
“there and sgy,-well—I-dentt—wanb well I'm not going to tell anyone about it, I'm going
to do this secretly and I don't want anyone to know that I'm a Christiaan and I'm not
going to tell anyond about it, I'm just going to keep it to myself. I don't believe
that the Bible teaches that salvation can come to a man unless he is willing to confess
You need to let your kea ears hear your mouht say it. And when you realize taht faith
id Lhe pubstance and faith is the onlyevidence you need, that you halready have it, then
you confess with your mouth, Thank God I have it and I believe it. And you hold fast to

>



that confess;lon. How do you overcome the dévil? Revelation 12:11,"They overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testimony." You just tell him that
you have I\ﬁ.m beét. That's right. Not by the fault of k& their testimony, not by the
experience of their testimony, but by the word of kh their testimony.they overcame. The
word of a testimony brings the power of the blood inot action. In our warfare with
Satan, you possess what you confess. You say, well, what am I supposed to eenfedéd v
confesss? £ You're supposed to confess that you are what God says you are. Yeutre

God says you're saved,l confess, I'm saved. Now if I can't confess that and I've got
some 'doubts about confessing that thing, or saying it, that's probably where my doubts
are coming from. God says that I'm filled with the spirit, I must confess that I am.
God says that I have victory, ... what e& am I doing when I confess it? I am merely
giving my vote, consent, embracing what God has ai:réady said. I'm mearely saying what
God said about me. You say, well taht's the power of positive thinking. He—~ Oh no,

the power of positive thinking is this, t hat if you believe it, it will havppen.
Scripture will say this, You believe it because it's already happend. The power of .
pse— positive thinking is faith in faith. If you believe in your believing; if you

have enough faith in you ability to believe, then things can happen. No, this is

faith in what? LThe word of God,what God says. Faith in facts, nto in fancy. It's not
saying that if we believe osmething hard wnough it will happen, no. Believe it becuase
it has already happened. Now that bei brings us to this matter of prayer. He sayﬁ in
"I John 5;"This is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according
to His will He hears us and if we ¥mow (ther's faith) that He hear us,(You know sometimes
we pray and we pray according to God's will but we're not sure He hears us, then you
have made null and void taht prayer.), whatsoever we ask, we know that we are having
(that's in the present tense) the petitions that we desire of Him." You're having it
right now. I 8lohn 3:22 says the same thing. It's talking about prayer. Verse 22,"And

whatsoever we ask, we are receiving (it's in the present tense) of Him because we keep

.
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His corrma.ndrrbnts." You can't get away from it. God says, it's already done. The
provision is already made. What you must do is to agree with God. And confess taht
you are what God says you are. Faith says it and speakds it. It seals it. You

will possess what you confess according th the e word of God. Now let's pray together.



