IP 6 HOW TO PRAY FOR THE 10ST Ezekiel 22: 30-31
These two verses will give to us the theme of or study this morning, and we'll be
reading a number of verses throughout the course of the message as we deal this morning

with the subject HOW T0 PRAY FOR THE LOST", Ezekiel 22:30-31....
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Now if the word of God means anything at all it means that through the ministry of

intercession there is that unbelievable possiblity of oneman standing between God and a lost

P .
dfuuwh;ﬂﬁﬁ wrath
world, and frnd and evenrprewekéﬂg the #mwm of God upon that nation, Upon that

postpone
individual, The possibility of intercession is to ypxmedfaim and prevent the wrath of God

from coming upon an individual, And when there is no 1nter09850r, no one to make up the hedge
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no one to stand in the gap, then God comes in judgment, If that be true, and I believe itis,

it is just as big a crime and sin for me to withhold the ministry of intercession from an

individual as it would be for me to withhold a cure from a dying man, It becomes an equal sin

for me to whidx withhold intercession as it would be to withhold food from a starving man and

1 submit toyou this morning that what we say, and what the word ofGod says in this passage
&Pout the power and the votential of intercession, there are few sins that are greater that thé

sin ofprayerlessness, The more and more I study the word of God and in particular the N.T., .

the more am I convinced of this unbelievable and remarkable power that God has placed in my_iﬂ

o
hand and in your hand, The church &= able to pray Peter out of jail, Abraham was able to

save Lot from destruction, for even after God had destroyed Sodom andGomorreh, the Bible

says, "and God remembered Abraham and spared Lot,” It was Abraham that God wmsx remembered
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and spared Lot, Abraham stood in the gap between God and Lot, God remembered Abraham and
spared Lot, It was Moses who stood in the gap and made up the hedge between an angry God and
a¥X rebeliious people and God spared them, T read in Luke chapter 5 where four men broght the
crippled man to Jesus, they opened the roof and lethim down €0 tht Jesus could minister to
him, the Bible says, “when Jesus saw THEIR faith he said unto theman sickof the palsy, 'rise
up thy sins be forgiven theg," N¥ When he saw THEIR faith, I dn't know if that man had any
faith at all, the Bible doesn't mention it right there, it simply says when Jesus saw THEIR
faith, The (/) Syro-Phoenician woman came to Jesus, in Matthew chapterl5 and said, "have
mercy on me for my daughter is in need.* And Jesus had mercy on HER and healed @ her daughte
And I tell you this morning when you and I get to the place where we come to God and I our
burden is so great we say, "Lord, have mercy on ME and healthis person, and "have mercy on ME
and save this person -- then God will honor our petitions of intercession, It is possible
through the ministry of intercession for you and me to stand in thegap and to bring the
blessings of God upon people and to prevent his wrath upon the disobedient, When he sees OUR
faith, when He has mercy on US, when He remembers OUR intercession, You remember when == in
the early church, there arose a murmuring because the apostles weren't able to do everything
that was pquird of them to do, some of the widows were being neglected in the daily affairs,
in the daily distribution, and so they set aside a group of men who would watchover this
matter and in the Acts chapter 6, the apostle says "that we NEXEX will give ourselves
continually to prayer and the ministry of the word." We will give ourselves to prayer and the

ministry of the word, Notice the order, notice the sequence, what comes first? We will give
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ourselves to PRAYER. Notice the word he uses, we will GIVE ourselves %%, as though there

was a great restraint, as though there was something pulling, a drawing, a burden, they said,
1literally what they were saying, "we will surrender ourselves To prayer, first,foremost befort
anything else.” And if what we are saying thie morning, out of theword of God, is true abouw
this matter of intercession, before you doanything else and above all else, you must pray.

¥o preacher hss a Tight to go out and play golf until he's prayed up, No preacher has a rig
to go fishing if he's not prayed up. No Christian has a right to sit down and wiatch televisi
tonight if he's not prayed up, Above everything else, before everything else, we must pray,
we must give ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the woxd. And the ministry of the word
will be blessed and will multiply when first of all we give ourselves to prayer, Well how

do you pray for the lost? I& X% it possible to pray for the lost? I mentioned the other
morning that there are a number of people who believe that you cannot pray for thelost, that
we should not pray for the lost., One particular person pointed out that in John chapter i¥
Jesus made this statement, “1 pray not for the world but I pray for these -~ the disciples--
1 pray not for the world, Now it seems to me that all Jesus is simply saying there is, at
this moment, I'm not praying for the world, Thats a prayer for lis disciples and I think

that we're stressing the Scripture if we take that expression of Jesus and conclude frm it
that we are not to pray for the world, All Jesus was saying there to the Father was, right
now I'm not praying for the world, I'm praying for them, Paul said in Romans chapter 10,

verse 1, "brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to Bod for Israel is that they might be s8¢
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Now I find that Paul is a pretty fair example @f to follow in this matter of intercession.
And Paul said, "I'm praying for Israel that they might be saved&."” And you'll never find a
harder bunch to pray for than Israel, hecause they had a special blinding that nobody else
has, But Paul says "I'm praying that they'll besaved.” Andif you'll read over in Romans
chapter 11, you'll see he says they're going to be saved, Paul,praying with confidence,
that 's praying according to the willef God,

I John chapter 5 says that $f we"ask anything according to his will we know that he
hears us and if we know that he hears us then we know that we are alveady having the
petitions that we have desired of him,"” If we ask anything according to his will., WHell II
Peter chapter 2 verse 9 tells me that Bod "“is not willing that any should perish but tha%@ &
siux should come to repentance, now noticethe next phrase, but is longsuffering towards US,
Did you get that? HNot longsuffering towards the sinner, longsuffering toward US, Why does G¢
have to be patient with us? DBecase it is through the jnstrumentality of His people that He
reaches the unsaved, And so God is not willing that anyshould be lost, that any should peris
Hets waitingon us to get with it, He's waiting on us to wakeup, Het's waliting on us to take
the place of intercession, He's walting on us to get revived so we can effectively share
Jesus., But kkx God is not willing that any should perish, therefore I can take that verse
2 Peter chapter 3 and verse 9, combine it with I John 5 and I know that when I pray for
the lost to be saved, I am praying according to the will of God, And if I ask anything
according to the will of God, I know he hears me, That's faith and if I know He hears me Cthet

T know that T am having the petitions that I have desired of him, ¥ow if T don't helieve
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Now if T don't believe he's hearing me, L'm not going to have it, But if I know that He opens
His ears when Ipray in sympathy with His will,then I'm already having the ¥ things that Itve
desired of Him,

A1l right, how should we go about praying for the lost? And what I simply want to do
this morning is to give a little Bible study and instruction basic in how we should go about
praying for the lost, And when we take the place of intercession in the place of thelost,
we should pray in three directions, We should pray in three directions, Now if you've been
with us during these series, you'll know that everything I preach pert near has three points,
And I have scripture for that, ? the Proverbs says "a threefold cord is not easily broken,"
The Bible was written in threes, it's just everywhere, and so we're going to have the tripod
of this message standing on three legs rhis morning., There are three directions in which you
should pray when you pray for the lost. First of all,

vOoU MUST PRAY IN THE DIRECTION OF THE SINNER.

Now in praying for the lost, there are three things you need to understand, First of a
you need to understand the condition of thelost man, The condition of thelost man, what is hi:
condition? Number one he is bound by the god of this world. I Now this is essential to
understand and where we are missing it in evnagelism, we have failed to reckon with this fact
That the lost man is chained and is bound by the god of this world, Let's read some VersSes,
over in 2 Timothy, first of all, in 2 Timothy chapter 2, verses 25 and 25, Listen to what Pau

minister, "In

T REEERT $RYXY

says, XIMEXX Instructing Timonthy now how he should minister, and he should #

neekness, instructing those that oppose themselves ;if God peradventure will give them
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repentance to the acknowledgeingof the ¥eidgx  truth," Did you get that? That God must give

them Tepentance, That God would perhaps,peradventure, give them repentance to the acknowledgin

of the truth so they can acknowledge the truth, they cannot SEX even See the truth and

acknowledge the truth, until first of all something previous is done in their lives, Hotice

verse 26 "And that they may receover themselves out of the snare of the devil,who are taken

captive by him at his will,” What is the conditinn of a lost man-- he is held captive by the

devil, Taken snare by the devil, All right, I John chapter 5, vs 19, one of the most

revealing verses in all the word "And we know that we are of God and the whole world lieth in

wickedness" is the KJV, the correct translation is "the whole world lieth in the wicked one,"

We're of God, but the whole world lies in the wicked one, And that is interesting picture thal

John uses there in language, He uses the picture there of a mother who is holding her little

baby in her arms and has gently nursed it and gently stroked its forehead and that little baby

is sound asleep - what a picture, Absclutely at the mercy, absolutely dependent upon its moth:

unaware of anything else except its mother, the whole world iieth in the wickedone, And every

1lost man and woman on the face of this earth has been wx rocked to sleep in the arms of the

devil and is (?) and doesn't even realize his condition, Eph ch 2 and the second

verse says that before Y& we were saved we'walked according to the course of this world,

according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children

of whkzx disobedience,” What Paul is saying in that second chapter of Ephesians
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jis simply this, that the lost man is energized by the devil, Every thought, every act, every
philosophy, he is completely energized by the devil, Where does the lost man get his energy?
Where does the world get its fantastic ideas? Where does the world get its resources to carry
on the devil's work, The spirit of the Satan is dwelling within them, energizing them , giving
them power and that lost person, his very life, his strength,his power is coming from the
devil, he is energized by Satanhimself, He is bound by the devil, But not only is the lost
man bound by the devil , he is alsc blinded by the devil ~ he's blind to the gospel of Christ,
Listen to what the apostle says in II Cor, chapter 4 v"but if our pgospel be hid it is hid to
them that are lost in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe
not lest the light of the glorious gospel ofChrist, who is ¥kisx the image o0fGod,should shine
into them,* The gospel has been blinded in the eyes of the lostperson so that they camnot
understand it. I Cor., 2:l4 it says, “the natural man receveith not the things of the spiwit
ofGod for they are foolishness unto him," Notice he didn't say they seem to be foolish, they
are foolish unto him, He receives them not, that word means to welcome with open arms, lHe
cannot welcome the wmxisx world, Only the spirit of a man can understand a man, Now I don't
know what it's liketo be a woman, I don't even know if a woman knows what it®’s like to be a
woman, But if I had the spirit of a woman, 1 could hnow what it was like to be a woman, I'v
know DT, MeBeth for a number of years, andl know him, but I really don't know him, If I had

his snirit, if somehow God could perform major surgery and give to me his spirit and put his
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spirit in me,I would know Dr, McBeth, I could talk% just like he talks, I would think just
1ike he thinks, I would react just like he reacted, I would know him as intimately as he know:
himself, But I cannot know that unless I have his spirit, The lost man cannot know God. He
cannot figure out God, he cannot understand God, That's why it says that the spiritual man

is an enigma to the carnal, to the lost world, they can't figure them out, But I'11 tell you
what, if God were to give to thet lost man His spirit, that lost man would know God, E he
could think 1like God, he would have the mind of God, he could react to BH God, and that's
exactly what happens in salvation, God has given unto us his spirit that we might know the
things that the things that are freely givento us ¥ of God, A lost man is blinded by the

‘;;‘{'i.,,ué_ XB§EEE  things must

devil, he cannot see the gospel, Now listen,
happen before you can win a lost man to Jesus, There must an emancipation and there must be
an enlightenment, Now I said that when you pray for the lost your praying must bein the
direction of the ¥ sinner, and I said that but I want to carry it a 1little farther at

this time and say that at the same time as we pray in the direction of the sinner,our
sntercession must also be in the direction of SATAN, In the direction of the devil, because
intercession - now listen - intercession is aimed primarily not at the sinner, but aimed
primaxiyx  primarily at the devi) who has him bound, You remember when Jesus was telling
his disciples about his soon crucifixion in Jerusalem and Peter always the first to speak,
always the first to arpue, comes and says To Jesus, "lLord, be that far from you, you're not

going to do that,” What did Jesus say? Jesus sayd, "Now Reter let me sit down and explain



IP 6, page 9

o

something to you, Let me get the prophet Isaiah and explain to you what the prophet says

that I'm going to do, Let me read ¥ toyou Micah, Let me read to you Ezekiel, Let me read

to you the 22nd Psalm, “ Did Jesus do that? Did He sit down and try to explain to Peter

——= what did Jesus do? Jesus didn't speak to Peter. He said, "Satan, get thee behind me

&y T

thou savourest not the things of God. What did Jesus do? Jesus recognized that his
problem wasnt with the flesh and blood of Peter, but with the power that was behind Peter,

he dealt with the devil who was behind him, In Acts chapter 16 when Paul and Silas were in
Phillipi, a little fortune teller began to follow them around, She wasn't doing anything bad,
most of us try to get the world to advertise our revival meetings for us, And this fortune-
teller, who was very successful,followed Paul & Silas around for several days, saying "every
body listen to these fellows, they are from the true God, You listen to them,they are from
the true God.,"” And if you want to know what God thinks of the world agvertising for Jesus,
you read the next verse, Paul became grieved jn his spirit and turned and said to that girl,

now I want you to read Kurt Koch®s book on occult bondage, and I want you to understand that

fortune telling is wrong, and I want to explain to you why you must give up your fortune telli

That's not what Paul did, The Bible says, he turned and =xistx spoke to the spirit within he:

and sai, "In the nameof Jesus of Nazareth come out of her and the spirit came out, " UNow

what was Paul doing, Paul was recognizing that his welfare was not with flesh and blood, he

was not primarily aiming at that girl, but he recognized that girl was what -- bound and

blinded by the devil, and he knew first of all, he had to deal with Satan before he could

deal with H her,
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Jesus vecognized this, listen to what Jesus says in the gospel of Matthew chapter 12,

verse 29 "Or else how can one enter into a strong man's house and spoil his goods except he

first bind the strong man and then he will spéil his house,” He says the same thing in the

gospelof Luke chapter 11, the very same thing, ¥ How can I go into a man's house and capture

his goods and spoil his goods, that's the lost, until first of all I bind the strong man. Jes

was saying there before you canspoil the devils goods, before you can move into his territory

and capture his possessionsfirst of all, you must incapacitate him, first of all you must

bind him, Jesus mecognized that evangelism's primary targer is not the sinner, it is Satan

who binds and blinds him, Eph, 6:12 "For we wrestle not with flesh and blood,” That to me

became one of the greatest revelations of my Christian life, We wrestle not with flesh and

blood, It is not a flesh and blood evangelism, Paul says in II Cor. chapter 10, "the

weapons of our warfaee are mighty to the pulling down of strongholds.” Any the stronghold

the devil erects we can pull it down with our weapons, Well, what are our weapons? He says,

they are not carnal, they are not weapons of the flesh, they are not weapons of mEEmXIEX

materialism, they‘'re not weapons thatyou can sSee, they are spiritual weapons. I want you to

follow me very clesely now for jst a moment, Paul sys we wrestle not with flesh and blood,

but we werestle against, that world wrestle means whx handto hand combat, five times in

those verses he uses that little world against, it's the same Greek word that is transltated

with in John chapter 1 , where it says "the Word was with God", it means faces to face ,

intimate relationship, Here's what the apostle is saying, we are in an hand to hand combat
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it is face to face,it's just as close an action as you could imagine, it®s just as intimate
a5 it can be, We're wrestling but not with flesh and blood, against spiritual powers L g
darkness, Now, you know why the church has been losing the battle? 1711 tell you why, Wejw
aot even been showing up for the war., They're just isn't any way that you can win a war 1if
it's being fought over here in one theatre and you're across the gleobe in another theatre, And
the reason the devil has been beating us every day and seven times on Sunday is because he has
beenfighting in one theatre and we've been fighting in another theate, and we've lost the war
by forfeit, we didn't show up, DBecause we have thought that the battle was fought on material
frounds and physical grounds, with flesh and blood and we've thought we could use flesh and
blood evangelism and appeal to the fellow's senses, appeal tohis emotions, appeal tohis
intellect, appeal to his will, everybody come to church and hear the preacher, everybody stand
up and #ing with the songleader, everybody sit down and listen to the preacher, everbody stand
up now for the invitation, everybody come forward and get saved., And a fewx fellow is drawn &
his senses and we had joined in our churches and in our evangelism, we have joined the worshij
Baal
of Jehovah with the worship of ®a#%, which was a sensual worship, And in much of our
services were are not appealing to the spirit of a man, we'me appealing to his rhythmic natur
We are appealing tohis emotions, we're appealing to his soul, to his sensate emotions, and we
having a flesh and blood evangelism, and that is not true salvation. We've not been showing

up for the war, The weapons of our warfare are not buildings, the buildings that's just the

Red Cross trucks that you use to drive out on the field of evangelism and pick up those that
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you've already wom. The devil doesn't mind how many buildings you build andhow many you

have in 58 and if you send up balloons andhave a new committee and give away free pony rides,

and all of this. But vhen a Christian realizes that his weapons are spiritual, listen, the

devil is a spiritual being, the warfare is spiritual and you must meet him on the spiritual

ground, if you don't he's got you licked every time, The greatest revelation I said to me,

waé that my battle is not with flesh and blood.

That cantankerous fellow in my church -~ I thought he was myproblem, I thought I was

wrestling with flesh and blood, and so Itried to out maneuver him. 1 tried to out think him,

I tried to push him out of the building. And when 1 recognized that my warfare was not with

that cantakerous man, not with flesh and Eumx blood, but with the devil who was behind him,

and I just ignoried that man and went straight to the source of the problem, there was

victory, Some ofyou think thatyou're wxRsxing  wrestling with the flesh and blood of

tobacco., You'll lose it everytime, The warfare is spiritual, it's the devil behind it that

has you bound, Our wrestling is not with flesh and blodd, And so before you and I can ever

win a lost man to Jesus and before we can really intercede we must do two things- we must

first of all have that man emancipated and then we must have that man enlightened and the on

way we can do that is to deal with the devil, And so the second thing we have to understand

if wetre going to pray for the lost is not the only the condition of the lost,but we have tc

understand the BERX CONQUEST OF THE DEVIL,
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T want to say two things about the conquest ofSatan, first of all it is

ABSOLUTE. It is absolute, Let's read a few verses ofScripture, We *'ve already read one

in Matthew 9129 where Jesus says that he went in andhe bound that strong man, referring to the

devil, One of my favorite verses is Hebrews chapter 2, the book of Hebrews, the second

chapter, verse 14, listen to what the writer says, ¥MX "forasmuch then as the children

are partkers of flesh and blood, he also hilmself likewise took part of the same; that

through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, this is the devil.," "And

deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage," IKEX Now

that verse said that Jesus destroyed his power, 1 John3 :8 says "For this purpose the

Sonof Cod was manifested that he might destroy the worksof the devil, One more verse, in

Col. the second chapter speaking here of the cross work of Jesus, ¥And on the cross Jesus

"hilotted out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us

andtook it out of the way, nailing it to ms his cross: " Now notife what he did in

addition to that, if all Jesus had done on the crToSS was simply take away our sins,there would

he no such thing as a conference on revival, 1f 211 Jesus had done on the cross was take away

my sins, there would be no such thing as victpeous living, He had to deal with something else,

and notice, “And having spoiled principlaities (that word sphil means to disarm, to strip them

of their power) he made a show of themopenly, triumphing over them in it," He added injury

to disgrace, Hot only did He defeat the devil, ¥¥ He made a show of him openly andpublicly,

Back in those days when these Roman generals would come back from a victoroious ward, they

would take the officers and leaders and the men of rank in that defeated army and chain them
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and tie them to the victorious general's wheel, and as that chariot would go into that city all
the people would 1ine the streets, and by the way, theywould send a messenger ahead, do you know
what that fellow was called? He was called a preacher, Do you know what theword preach means,
it means to run ahead and apnounce a victory, and before, before the Roman genera) who had been
victorious would come to the city he would send a preacher ahead to announce victory., Do you
know what preaching is? It's not winning the victory, it's announcing the victory that's alreac
been won, That's what preaching ig, it's to stand before thepeople, that's what witnessing is,
to stand bdfore the people and say "I whnt to tellyou of a victory that's already been won ¥
A1l you have to dois take it, " And so that preacher, that runner, that messenger, wou'ld
precede that mighty parade, and here they would come, the trumpets blaring, marine band at the
head, letting everybody know, here they come, And then standing up in his charioiﬁ drawn by
those white stallions was the victorious general, And behind him, chained were the defeated
generals and captains and lieutenants and lords, and the chariot would run just a little
faster thanthose fellows could walk and they would fall and eat dust and be dragged in the
dust, humiliation, humiliation, Notice what Jesus die, he didn't do this thing in a corner,

he conquered the devil on the cross and then he made a display of himopenly, that display was
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, His defeat is absolute, Somebody says, well if his defeat
is so absolute then why am I so absolutely defeated? Somebody said the devilis chained, and
another fellow said he must have a mighty long chain, The conquest of Satan is not only
absolute, it must also be APPROTRIATED. Listen, everything that God has done and this is rea

one of the keys to the spirit-filled 1ife and victorious living, everything God has done, He
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has done ABSOLUTELY, but everything He has done ABSOLUTELY must be APPROPRIRATED. You don't
have to pray through to be filled with the Spirit today. As soon as you get to the place
where you're willing to repent of your sins, then in a moment, God will £ill you, when Jesus
is Lord, Evervthing in the Christian 1ife has already beendone ABSOLUTELY, mm but it must be

oY
appropriated,£;$ us,

A1l right let's read some scriptures, Matthew 16 ,,. now it is important that we see
things from God's viewpoint, we are seated with Christ in the heavenlies, now 1 want you to
listen very closely, we are seated with Christ in the heavelines, that is our POSITION in
Jesus, isnft it? If you'll read carefully Eph chapter 6 where he describes the spiritual
warfare, you'll discover that the warfare is also at the same place we're seated at - in the
heavenlines, in the heavenlies, Where is the warfare taking place? Man it's taking place on
my grounds, I'm in the heavenlies with Jesus Christ - that'sa good place to fight the devil,
and from that position I can fight him, so I am to look at things from that position and thing
sure look better from up here, When I look at the devil from down here he looks like a roaring
lion going about seeking whom he maydevour, But when I look at him from up here he's toothless
It all dependson your viewpoint, And what you have to do is you have to check it out with
heaven and see what it looks like from heaven and then “thank you, Lord, that's what it looks
1ike to me, too," When your viewpoint becomes God's viewpoint, you have victory, So that
ABSOLUTE CONQUEST of the devil must be appropriated by faith in our daily 1lives,

A1l right let's read now in Matthew chapter 16, this is the occasion of the great

confession by Peter, Verse 18 "And I say also unto thee thou art Peter and upon this rock
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1 will buiild my church and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it,” "And I will give
unto the keyes of the kingdom of heaven =- 7ToW notice: and whatsoever thou shalt bhind on
earth shalt be bound in heaven, and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven," Now let's read the same thing again, somebody said, well he was just talking there
to the first pope -- all right, turn now to Matthewchapter 18 the 18th verse, Jesus says the
same thing again, not talking to Peterw this time, in particular, talking to all of them, "Veril]
I sayunto you whatsoever you shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven and whatsoceveryou
shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." Now whenyou read that in the KJV it sounds
as though God takes his cue from me. And that whatever I bind on earth, God will second the
motion and bind it in heaven, and that’'s not the way it reads at all, I think Williams transl
it correctly, the correct translation is like this: "Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall
have already been bound in heaven, And whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall have already
been loosed in heaven," That's it, I take my cue from heaven and Icheck itout first with
heaven and if heaven has bound it then I have the power and the right in the name of Jesus

to bind it, I check it out with heaven andif in heaven it's beenloosed, then I have e right
andthe power to appropriate that loosing and Telease it in the world and I can loose it becaus
¥ it's been loosed in heaven, All right, 1 comeup against a sin,l come up against ahabit, % nc
T cannot read the Bible without believing that if Jesus Christ cannot give you victory over &
sin, He cannot save you from hell, If there isone sin, one habit in your life that Jesus Chri

cannot deliver vou from, thensomething iswrong somewhere, He has the power to deliver us fro
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all sin, So if I have a habit that's binding me, Ihave a sin that's chaining me, I checkit

out with heaven - has that sin been loosed from God's viewpoint? Yes sir, it sure has,lsay

amen to what'!s been saidin heaven and T have the authority andthe power to loose it here on

earth, I come up against the devil, he's just giving me allltinds of fits, he has this lost

man bound and blind, I need to deal with him, I need to loose that blinding, I need to loose

that bindkmg, and I need to bind Satan from that, I check it out with heaven, hasSatan been

bound in heaven? Well, Jesus said I could not cast out demons unless first of all, I had bound

Satan, and Jesus sure did cast out demons, so he sure must have bound Satan, The Bible tells

me that Satan is an absolutely defeated enemey, heaven says he is bound in my eyes, in heaven's

viewpoint, therefore what is already bound in heaven I havethe right and the power to bind

on earth, My conquest over Satan is just as absolute when I appropriate it as is God's,

Now the third thing you've got to understand in praying for the lost- in the condition

of the lost- is the commission of the saint-- what rights do we have?

Let me briefly share with you two rights that we have as Christians, In praying for

the lost, you must first of all understand the conditionof the lost, the conquest of the

devil and the commission of the believer - what they have the right to do? What are XX¥¥¥® thel

BOEEEEUE  birthrights? One we've alredy talked about, #1 they have the right, in the Nameof

Jesus,to tear down the strongholds of the devil, They hae the right to approprirate Christ®s

victory over the devil, James 4:7 "Submit yourself therefore toGod, resist the devil and he

shall flee from thee,” We have the right to destroy the strongholds of Satan, Intercessory

prayer does that., Because that is a spiritual weapons that is fighting not flesh and blood
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grounds, but it is fighting on spiritual grounds,

A1l right the second commission that I have is that

I CAN CLATM THE WORK OF CALVARY. Now this is essential inpraying forthe lost, to
understand this, Listen to I John 2:2, "And he is the propitiation forour sins andnot for
ours only but also for the sins of -- what? -- the whole world, The whole world, Present tenst
He IS the propitiation, right now, I thought when Jesus died he was just the covering for MY
sins, No - He is, rightnow, the covering, the XEEEEIX the sacrifice, the mercy seat, for what
the sins of the whole world, even those who ape lost, Absolute, but it's not been appropriate
by the lost, John chapter 3 wverse 18 says, #\ nan doesnft go to hellbecause he drinks, becasue
he murders, becasue he lies,'He that believeth on him is not condemned but he that believeth
not is WHAT? -- condemdned already pecasue he gets drunk, no-- because he hath not BELIEVED,
Jesus said when the spirit is come he will convict the worldofsin, what? of sin because they
what? Believed noton Me,

When Jesus died on the cross,John said “"Behold the Lamb ofGod that ~-- does what? take
away the SIN of the world, No lost man ever goes tohell hecause he drinks, because helusts,
because he murders, kcause he steals, he goesto hell because he does not submit himselfto
JesusChrist,he does not helieve in the saving faith of JesusChrist' He does not approprirate
+herefore when Jesus died on the cross, He paid the penalty for every man, That cup that He
prayed overin the CardenofGeth, had the sinsof all the people,not just the sins of the elect,
hey, you don't believe ina Jimited atonement, doyou? It'suniversal, He takes aways the

sins of the WORLD. Therefore when Jesus Christ died on the cross, He potentially bought
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every man, They just haven't appropriated it, That means I have the right to claimin Jesus'
Name what is really His, I have the right, I have the right, because he really owns that lost
person, He really purchased him with His blood and topray inthe Hame of Jesus simply means to
claim the things which Jesus by His blood haspurchased,

T have those two rights = I have the right to takeon warfare against the devil and to
destroy his fortresses andl have the right to c¢laim in Jesus'® Name allthings that His Dblodd
has bought,

Now I have a quote here from S, D, Gordon who wrote a tremendous book "Quiet Talks On
Prayer", Listen to what 3, D, Gordon says: “Without any doubt we may assure the conversion of
those laid on his hearts by such praying, ¥ the prayer in Jesus Name drives the enemy o8f the
battlefield of man's will and leaveshim free to choose right," Intercession is not forecing a
man's will it is freeing his will,

Somebody says, but T den't understand, how can I pray for the lost, God will not save
a man against his will, what about man's will in this matter? I don't know that's God's
problem, That's God's problem, not mine, A1l @od hsked me to do is to intercede, to stand
in the gap, to makeup the hedge, Let God be God , that's God's business, that is strictly
between that lost man and God, His will and God's % sovereignty that is between those two,
a1l Cod asked me to do is not put my nose into their business and just pray, go about my
business, that's all I *'m concerned about, 1+11 let God handle that,I don't know how He'll

work it out, but He will,He always has, He always will, Y- u can trust Him, You can depend up
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God to do what only He can do.

So inintercessim you're not forcing a man's will, you're FREEING his will,

A1l right now that is point #1, Intercessory prayer must first of all be prayed
in the directionof the sinner, The other two will be much briefer,

#2-— Intercessory praying must be IN THE DIRECTION CF THE SAINT.

Hatthew 9138 Jesus says,"Truly the harvest is white pray ye therefore that the lord
of the harvest will thrust labourers into his field," What am I topray for? I'm not only to
pray for that lost man in the way in which we'vebeen dealing with, but I'm also topray that
God will thrust sombody into that position, into that place, move next door to him, work with
him on the job, sit next tohimin school, XXX¥AX there'll be a witness, there'll be someone the:
¥xmx to share,

Paul says in Col, 4:2, "Pray for us that a door of utterance may be gilven unto us,"
You see, this is God's message, The way to witness andthe way to win is to cooperate with
the Holy Spirit and the ﬁoly Spirit SIWEM¥KX always workson both ends,

You remember when PhillipEwas caughtup by thelloly S$pirit and send into the desert?
Just by coincidence thatEXRE¥X Ethiopian puwenkx eunuch passed by andthe Holy Spirit said
veo cath a ride with him,"” You haveto be fast when the Spirit of God says move because
Phillip had to run to catch him, If Phillip had thought and said,well now he'sa black man
and he's a stranger and besides he's reading,fdon't wantto distrub him, If he'd hesitated,

ifhe'd questioned, he would have missed it,he had to run asit was to catch him, You've got to
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be in a hurry when God says "go", He means go now, When God called Abraham, the Bible says

tha t Abraham was going whileGod was calling,—=—=-= over in the bookof Hebrews, A1l right,

Phillip went, got on that chariot, what a coincidence, he's reading Isaiah 53, been dwn to

Jepusalemto worship and didn't find ¥ anything there byxgkx rigamaro and formal ceremony, came

away empty and hungry and thirsty, somehow got hold of a scrolli¥X of Isaiah and he's reading

about Jesus. WNow the Lord, the Spirit, had beenpreparing that eunuch for no telling how long,

all the way from Ethiopia, an Ethiopian going to a Jewish relipious festival, unbelievable, Ge

had beenpreparing him, he's ready, time is right, mmwingy rveading at the right spot on that

Seripture, what a text, what a soul winnig texg,now all the Holy Spirit needs to find is a

witness who will be willing to be jerkedup out of the heat of revival and brought to a desert

place, you see, God works on both ends, I want you toknow there are a lot ofEthicpians out

there who are hungry and the only reason they arenot being saved is because the HolySpirit can

find somebedy willing to go. He works on both ends, First of all he prepares the lost man,

then he prepares the saved man, The same way in Acts chapter 21, Cornelius had beenworshippin

God, he had a hungry heart, he had a thirsty heart, God had prepared him, now he had to finda

fellow to do the job of witnessing, And the HolySpirit wanted to used Peter, but first of all

he had to prepare Peter, And you know the story of the vision, God cleanedhim up ad got rid of

hishangups and his prejudices and then the Holy Spirit brought Peter andCornelis together, Th

the way God always works, that's the way God always works, Listen, is there a A man that youre



IP 6, p 22
praying for, he's lost, andhe has a saved wife? Do you know what you ought to pray for? You
ought to pray that that wife willhave personal revival, becamsse the Bible saysin IPeter chapter
2 that you can win a lost husband to the Lord without ever saying a word to him, ashe beholds
the pure kebmxmx behaviour of the wife, [Iray in that direction - pray that the wifewill have
revival and become the kind of wife God wants her to be and that husband will see what Jesus
has done in her 1ife, so pray in the direction of the saint,praise that God would raise up
NORLU VN
somebody to witness to them, pray that God would somehow moyenahe people around, that He would
take some of the seet of His people and drop it into RIX a glot right next door te that lost ma:
sothat there'll® be someone there to witness tohim, Pray in the direction of the saints,and
then third,

PRAY IN THE DIRECTION O THE SAVIOUR,

We read a moment apgo in IT & Timothy where Paul says "'Per adventure, God would grant
repetance,” God has to grant repentance, I°'11 never forget I was speaking in Colorado, there
was a couple in the choir and I have rarely seen a woman that was as bound and blinded by the
devil as she was, And I had just began to come into some of these things§XiX out of the Word
of God, and really hadn't tried it too much, you know the first time you begin to pray like
this, you begin to talk to the devil, you want to cover up your mouth, and I had such a burden
forthis lady and so during the invitation and all the week long, she had been absolutely

indifferent, cool, and hard, you could see the film over her eyes,andduring the invitation, I

just prayed and I did everything I know to do, and I stood against Satan, and then I prayed,
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“Iord, Heavenly Father in Jesus'! Name would you grant that dear lady repentance, grant her

repentance,” And I finished praying and I noticed out ofthe corner of my eye, here she comes,

her husband following her and they kneel at the altar and thefe's victory, God bhas to grant

rapehitance, Jesus said no man cometh unto me except My Father which hath sent Me draw him,and

so I prayed Father will you draw people to yourself, Jesu$ said, "I stand at the door and knoc

and I say -- Jesus wouldyou go and visit and so and so, you saidin John XX 15:14, "If I

shall ask anything in your nameyou'll do it, and scoFather in Jesus Name I just ask that Jesus

would po and knoek at the door of this person's heart, I prayin the direction of the Saviour

and ask God to move in,to bring xmex repentance, to bring conviction, to His drawing work,

to Jesus that He might go and stand at the door of that person's heart and knock,

i You say, "Pastor, does it work?" Does it work? I hope to tell you it works, T wis

we had time this morning to share with vou So many testimonies of people that I've never even

seen, people that our intercessors have never even seen, Unable to witness to, zmsxyx and yet

as we have prayed for the lost, as we have stood in the gap, as we have made up the hedge, as

we have attacked X Satan in Jesus' Name and torn down his strongholds, as we have claimed that

person in Jesust Name, we've seen people saved. Unbelievelile how they were saved,

Cne fellow came to our church, had been coming to our church for several week, he'd

been talked to, been withessed te, never any response, Then he was put on our prayver list

and people began to pray for him, About two weeks later, a woman said to him, there's somethin

different about you ~- he was visiting their house, and they noticed once in a while he said

"Praise the Lord", and they'd go on talking, just ignore him because he's lost, you know, and
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they'd go on talking about some spiritual things and he'd say, "Praise the Lord."” And they bega;
to wonder, and so the daughter of the family went to him a little bit later and said, "have

you ever been saved?" -- she knew he hadn't, couldn't understand, praising the Lord -- "Yea,"
When? About two weeks ago, "Why didntt you tell anybody7" "Bidn't know I was supposed to,"

Do you know how it happened? Came to church one Sunday morning, Jimell Badry, our music
director stood and sang, "Anybody Here Want to Live Forever, Say I Do - anybody here want

to walk on streets of gold, say I do, anybody here sick and tired of living like you do,

And he went home and the Holy Spirit just dropped it inthe slot, "anybody here sick and tired of
living like you do , anybody here sick and tired of living like you do? And he asked Jesus to
come inte his 1ife, It wasn't my sermon that did it®, I can't wear his scalp on my belt, the

Holy Spirit, in response to true intercession,



