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/have ‘the ‘preéminence. . 19
¢ _ it was. the good g}easure of the. -
ather that in him should "all the

fulness dwell; :20 and through him
to reconcile’ all things %unto. thim- - -
self, having made peace through the .=
‘blood of his cross; through him, I
. say, whether things upon the ea.rth .
or things in the heavens. 21. .And :
you, being in time past ahenated and
enemiés In your mind in your. evil

works, 22 yet now thath he recon- = - -
+ ciled in the body of his flesh through
death, to present you holy and with-
- out blemish and unreprovable before

him: 23 if so be that ye continue -

in the faith, grounded and stedfast, -

‘ &{,q:'/l//ﬂ(,d-@ // . and not moved away from the hope o
’;fy /; Lf // Q% of the sgospel which ye heard, which .
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was preached in all creation under . -
heaven;  whereof 1 I’aul was madea

_ :kmy SH___JS_[ p

s . was glven me to you-wa.rd--
: > he: od, 26 even thes A
" Which -hath been hid #or ages a;nd

genera.tlons ‘but now hath_it-beer

manlfestedtohlssamts, <Z7 to whom

Gﬁd \vvaawi1 plea,ﬁed ftohmailm ?‘,E
' ‘what is the riches of the glory o

‘5777“@@‘* -mystery among the Gentiles, which

: : hrist in you, the hope of :

!’-

m.a .msdom"t at We may{mesglt.

W o -whereunto L abor also, : stn cﬁ
e worketh T we Bmlghtlly.

M L ' 2 For I would have you know

how greatly 1 strive for you,

\\ % Wﬁﬁ“ and for them st Laodlcea, and for

1 Or, that among all_he might hove &'c )
012 ’01' For the whole fu!w:mnlfl God -was- j&ka.mi !o d’we]’l
Or, into him Or,

' Some ancient authorities read ye have bzan reaonctkd’
¢ Cr. good tidings + and so elsewhiére ; see margin
con Mt. 4 ki Or, slewardship See 1 Cor, 9. l'I
. 4.0r, ﬁam "all ages & Gr from the-ages and from the
gcnemlum: 9 Or, {1 power
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as many as have not seen my face -
in the flesh; 2 that their hearts may . -/
be comforted, they being knit {o-/ (5
gether in love, and unto all riches
of the ¥full assurance of understand-
ing, that they may know the mystery;
of God, Yeven Christ, 3 in whom
are all the treasures of wisdom and
his I say,
delude\you with .
ersuasiven of ~speceh, 5 For'll
- though I am absent in the flesh,
yet am I with you in the spirit,
joying and beholding your order,
and the stedfastness of your faith:
in Christ.
- 6 As therefore ye received Christ
Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7
rooted and builded up in him, and
established “in your faith, even as ye
were taught, abounding “in thanks-
giving.

8 ¥Take heed lest there shall be
any one that maketh spoil of you * -
", through his philosophy and vain
% deceit, after the tradition of men,

after the Yrudiments of, the world,
“and pot after Christ: (@/for in him
gwcﬁleli;h dz.]}l tfuhées:s (])fi the God-

1ead. Qog 4d0Jand m him ye are
made full,x’w ho is the head of all o
principality and power: 11 in whom
ye were also circumecised with a cir-
cumcision not made with hands, in.
the putting off of the body of the
flesh, in the circumecision of Christ; /. .
12 having been buried with him in ~ - ..
baptism, wherein ye were also raised -~~~ *"
with him through faith imthe work- 7. /-
ing of God, who raised him from the .
dead. 13 And you, being dead
through your trespasses and the =
uncircumcision of your flesh, you,

= wary much in the text of this
¥ Oy,

fmerk 42 §f,

eresls See Gal, 4. 3 marg.

25 a5 By §is ordinances
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““the way, aﬁm ______ :
“thayin, despoﬂed the prmmpahtles- :

and the-powers, he made a show -

of them openly, tnumphmg over ‘

them in it o
18 Let no man therefore ;udge you‘_ EER

in meat, or‘in-drink, or. in Tespect .

~of a feast day or-a mew moon ‘or 2 3._ =
sabbath day: 17 which are a shadow -

of the thmgs to come; but the body .

is ‘Christ’s.” ~18" Let no man Tob /‘W
you of your prize - by a volunt ‘4/

humlhty and *worshipping - -of the -

angels, *dwelling. in the things. w]nch

he hath fseen, vainly puffed u

lus fleshly mind, 19 and not. ]10?

fast the Head, jrom -whom, -all

body, being. supphed and knit to- o

- gether through the joints and bands, '

W increaseth with the- ngrease of G

20.1f-ye died with rom
erudiments of the world,. why, :
gh living in the world, do ye !

I sub;ect yourselves to. ordma;uces, 21
r taste, nor touch 22

Handle not, no % W
_Mﬁa‘ all which thlngs are to perish with -

the using), after the precepts an 4|
 doctrines of men? 23 Which things m
have mdeed a show of ‘wisdom in it
and humnility, and sever- a5

will-wors] !t))
1ty to the 0d§,r 3 but are BOU Of any -
< 1yalue againg -the I

ulgence.o the -

" things & above, .

- is, seated on the right hand of God.
'2 St your mind on the things that
aré’ above, not on the things that

are upon the earth. 3 For ye died, /| '
d your: life is hid with Christ in
When Christ, who s four _

"' hfe, sha]l be- mamfested ‘then shall
ye also’ with hlm be mamfested in

A glory
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: o ev1l desire, and covetousness, which
* igidolatry; 6 for which things’ sake

elect; holy and beloved, -alheart

fﬁf'v"”

and | be ye “thankful. -
" wor 5t Wellm'you Hrichly;- "?J’/f""” s

" jshing Bone another with psalms a and-

[47 7]

..._—n

formcatlon, uncleanness, - passion,

“cometh the wrath of God *upon the
‘sons of disobedience: 7 “wherem ye
also once walked, when ye lived in ’
theseit];chmgs],lS but now do. ye also oy s Nl

put them ail-away: ers

malice,  railing,. shame'fﬁﬁ— spe’a.'EiE’ vfg‘ it ﬁﬂ’v -4 "/’fﬁ-’:y—’ 24
ount of your mouth G lie not one to 7 B ﬂgz,f/ A fjWﬁ» 2 4' .
another; seeing that & Bave put Al . )Q: 0
off the old man with his doings, 10 %2 /5~ f,s‘-‘—f’uﬁf% Yl S

and have put on the new man, that ; { jﬂ ,fi‘. - S ;fﬁ”ﬁ« ff”/fM
is ‘being renewed unto - knowledge t A C 5 g B 7.2 ,?;g‘% LR
after the image of him that created M”‘%ﬁ% ek ?7

him: 11 where ‘there. camnnot be A

Greek a,nd Jew,  circumcision ‘and d” 5 2 j
uncu:cumc:lsmn, -barbana;tﬁ, Sé:yth N o e _,m {4
13.::1 “bondman, freeman; but Christ N .

’ A ,»{ VRIS ? !]Mﬁ;-’% %ﬂ’ ”f"«“

is all, and in all. -
12 Put on  therefore, as God’

a MA PALLAAALA @/M-/ﬂ’\twu&, itcum,
q l\‘ uJLWquf} . i G :

j;{ ./ — 4})74/;@9 l@oﬂ;
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meekness, longsufferin, fors, Towmavny 1D i (VUM””&
earing one another, andi_fc forglvmg
é””‘Eh Bher, i any man have a com-
Jaint against any; even: as Ythe
iord forgaye you, so also do.ye:; 14
‘and above all these things “pul on
love;: which is the bond of perfect-
s. 15 And let the peace of Christ
2rule -in - your- hearts, to: the which . - _ _
also _ye were, called in one -body; ol
16 Let the \H}’D%% ' g
f,{;xﬂ- ‘ffff :

in-all msdom “teaching and admons-. . b

hymns and, spiritual songs, singing ",
h'grace in your hearts unto God S
JAnd whatsoever ye do, in. word DP' -_@"; Sl
or 1 deed, do. all in the name of the ,’i B T s
Lord :Jesus, giving thanks to. God e T
the Father through him, - g
18 Wives, be'in sub]ectmn to your
‘husbands, as is fitting in the Lord.
19 Husba.uds love your. wives, and
be ~not - bitter - against them, -
“Children, obey your parents in - all
‘things, for this is: Well»pleasmg in
Soma ancient authcrities mmt ufzcm Ms sonsof disobe-
dimu See Eph. 5. 6.
1°Cfr amongst who
any. anclent authorities read Christ. ;
:: SG:m:ﬂ:xi’:;t authorities tead the Lord- others, God. ﬁ_,*—'?”"s f f? ';‘ ’
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the Lord. 21-Fathers,
" your children, That T
couraged, . 22 Servants
“all things them that are your *mas-
ters according to the flesh; not with
eye-service, as men-pleasers, but in
singleness of heart, fearing the Lord:

~ 93 whatsoever ye do, work sheartily,
as unto the Lord, and not unto men;
24 knowing that from the Lord ye
shall receive the recompense of the
inheritance: ye serve the Lord Christ.
25 For he that doeth wrong shall
treceive again for the wrong that
he hath done: and there is mo re-
4. spect of persoms. 1 *Masters,
render unto your Iservants;
that which is just and equal; know-
ing that ye also havea Master in
heaven. )
2 Continue stedfastly in prayer,
‘watching therein with thanksgiving;
3 withal praying for us also, that
~+.(yod_may open_unto us a door for
the word, to speak the mystery of
Chiist, for which I am also in bonds;
4 it manifest, as I

= - ought to speak. 5 Walk in wisdom.
- toward ti‘lgem that “are without,
“spedeeming the time. 6 Let your
speech be always with grace, sea-
soned with salt, that ye may know
how ye ought to answer each one.

-7 All my affairs shall Tychicus
make known unto you, the beloved
brother and faithful minister and
fellow-servant in the Lord: 8 whom
T have sent unto you for this very
purpose, that ye may know our

1 Gr. Bondservants., 2 Gr, lords.
8 Gr. from the soul. & Gr, yeceive again he wrong.
8 Gr. equality. 8 Gr. buying up the opporhusity.
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Col 2:20ff

When one becomes a Christian, his connection with the world of legal
and ascetic ordinances is severed. A1l its rules and requirements are
a kind of an anachronism for the christian.

vRud imengs" -~ elementary instruction., To order life by ascetic
rules is to revert to an inferior state one supposedly abandoned at
the time of conversion. To die from the rudiments of the world is
to have all connections with them SEVERED, to be done with them, to
be liberated from their authroity.

USE THIS UNDER POINT THREE...Severed relationships...Point back to
severed from elementary rules and from earthly

To "subject yourselves to ordinances" is to permit life to bedpme
again a round of rules.

Three reasons: 1. The Christian has died to these things.
2., They are of human origin.
3, They are ineffectiVeoco.

vs. 23. They have a "show of wisdom" means that ascetic rules
maggquerade as wisdom. They seem, on the surface, to be reasonable
and wise. But what seems to be wisdom is only an appearance of, or

Qretention to, wisdom.

wWiil-worship" denotes self-imposed worship, a voluntary service,
which men choose for themselves at their own option itho Ay ity
from God., It is worship Gncolicited and unacdepted by God. Men engage
in such worship in the hope they W 71 acquire superior mexit before

God .

MocK humility. Ascetiecism, while parading under the guise of humility,

actually panders to human ide.

one can punish his body to the 1imit and still have a heart filled
with unconguered lusts.

NOTE: Christianity is not a rule book relifion. The controls of the
Christian 1ife spring from within. Indwelt by the Spirit, we walk
by the Spirit.

The prohibition of asceticism lack the power to maintain the Christian
1ife or promote its growth. Genuine piety grows out of inward
conviction generated by a consciousness of union with Christ,

CHAPTER 3%1~-4,,.Paul exhorts readers to give outward expression in
daily life to the deep experience which is their in Christ. Though
the Christian life is HID WITH CHRIST, it is to be lived out on earth.

vv., 1-4 are a brief but all-encompassing statment of the ROOT PRINCIPLE
OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE,

The opening verses closely 1inked with closing versesof chapter two.
Theonly remedy for sinful passions is found in he believer's

experience of union with Christ... a union by virtue of which the
Christian dies to the world's way of thinking and doing. This

death with Christ involves also participation in His resurrection



Cole. 2

1ife, This releases into the believer's 1ife a power that is more than
adequate as a check against fleshly indulgences and appetities.

These 4 verses then point to the peliever's union with Christ

as the root principle of the whole Christian life. 1T IS THE POINT
OF DEPARTURE AND SOURCE OF POWER FOR ALL THAT WE DO,

1., SEEK THE THINGS ABOVE...OD the basis of this union with Christ,
this experience, mystical but real, we are to sekKKsooo

To desire, toO atrive for the things aboves Tt is to see that our

interests are centered inChrist, yha;_gg;“g:hztnizs,_amhati@m,ﬁamimanr
whole © i molded by our relation to ., We seek

those things which are above wneh sart and spirit vg are tryly

in T
qgiggzggzgﬂig_gﬁig_yorld and are not bound to it,

The things that are above refer to the gpiritual things, where
Christ is. Paul gives concrete expression to +hem in 3:12-17.

SET MIND ON THINGS ABOVE. Seeking the thinga above describes the

aim, the practical pursuit of the Christian life. SE?EING—IHE_MIEQ_
refers more to i osition, The sure safeguard against seeking
thifigs below, is not to set the mind on them.

To set the mind on things above means (1) to giw ~hthings large
st i aing

place in our thinking. FrM
{n the light and against the background of eternity. He will no longer
1ive as worid was all thatmatte 3 See this world

adail e 4 of the larger world

S etting mind on things above means also (2) XEXNEKEXEMERICCHIED -
- to make sure that the bent of our inner nature, the
tendency of our thought and will is tweard God.

The things that are upon the earth include [ th, worldl
honor , power, pleasures, philosophies. etc. To make suchthings the

goal of 1ife and the substance of gontemplation is unworthy of one

who has heen raised with christ and anticipates csharing in His ternal
The pilgrim is not to despise the comforts which he may mee
with by the way, put he is not to tarry among them, Or EREXEEX
ljeave them with regret.® WE ARE NOT TO BUILD OUR DREAM HOME ON
BRIDGE., ——

MOTIVATIONS FOR DOING THIS: oOur union with christ in resurrection,
v.3, dead with christ and life hid in Him, and the prospect of future
manifestatiion with Him.

3, SEVER EARTHLY TIES., 3:5-4:6 shows in a skxxight practical way how
+hat principle is to be applied. It offers straightforward guidance
for realizing the divine ideal of Christian héliness. In short, Paul
reaches that the christian's experience in Christ calls not simply
for regulating the old earthbound 1ife but for digging outx its

roots and utterly destroying it. Iet the life that is in you by
virtue of your union with Christ work itself out and express itself

in every thought, deed and relationship., HOW:"?
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(1) By the abdndonment of the vices of the old 1ife;

(2) the cultivation of the virtues of the new 1ife; (3) the
strengthening of family reiationships; (4) and the performance Of
religious duties.

3:5-11. The demands of the new 1ife. The three jmperatives of
the paragraph...put to death,.put awavs.ee.lie not..are the pegs on
which the thought hangse :

pUT TO DEATH. In pecoming Christians they had died with Christ, Now
they are charged with making this death to the old 1ife realin every
day practive.

The verb, "to make dead" is very strond. It suggests that we aee
not simply to suppres or control evil acts and attitudes. We are to
wipe them out. nSlay utterly" is the force. The aorist tense suggests
the action as something to be undertaken decisively, with a sense
of urgencys



EXEGESIS OF COLOSSIANS 2:13-~15

VERSE 13

Text: "And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having for-
given you all trespasses.’

Expanded translation: "And youw, beling dead: through the trespasses,
Talse steps, and the uncircumcision of your flesh, your
sinful, unregenerate nature, he has made alive along with
him, graclously,and with kxindness, forgiving us all the
trespasses."

Notes:

"And you--" Emphatic, personal application to the Colossianss
"You yourselves are witnesses to what I have just written. You
have found by experience that christ alone is sufficient to
save and glve fulness of 1life.” Paul 1s here appealing to
the testimony of experience. The words of the previous verges
have not be isolated and cold theological dogmas, but dynamlc

truths thet apply to every man's existence.

"Being dead--" This was thelr condition, one of death. Here
is ripe ground for God to exhibit His resurrectlion power of
which the Apostle has been speaking., It is as 1f he 1s say-
ing, "I have sald that God hes the power to glve a new life,
and that power was demonstreted by the actual resurrection of

the body of Jesus Christ. His power has also been demonstrated

in the radical transformatlon of your lives." Death always
spells separaticn; the Colossians had been separated from God.
They belonged to the colony of the llving dead., This is the
desgceription of the human race; here is the Divine verdict upon
all men--Dead. There is no flicker of 1life, no ray of hope;

helpless, unconsclious, decaying. No wonder men are able to

sin without compunction--they are deed to God and to holiness.

"In trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh.” Here
ia the ceuse of their condlition. T teke the verb as an in-
strumental of means. Men are dead, and the disease that
wrought the death was two-fold; one being, the ginful acts of
conduct. The word means, 'false steps, falling away," and
gspeaks of the path trodden by unsaved men. Their svery step
ig a false one, outside the will of God, in rebellion

against God. They tpavel the road of sin, the wages of which,
is death. "They are all gone out of the way."

The other cause of their death 18 the uncircumcision of
their flesh. This means that they were outside the covenant
of God, their nature still sinful, and unregenerate. So they
were sentenced to death on tow counts: thelr character and
thelr conduct, their nature and their deeds.
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"He mede you alive." God performed & spiritual resurrsctlion
upon them. The power of God demonstrated in the resurrection
of Chrilst 1s God's pledge He can do the seme for US=~10W.

This does not refer to a future gpiritual 1ife. The aorist
tense points to & qefinite act already accomplished in the
past. The Golossians had already been pesurrected and made
alive. True, we shall have this 11fe is a fuller sSense and
without hindrance 1n the future, but it will be the same 1life
which we now possess; the daifference will be that all limitatlor
of the flesh will have been removed and we ghall have unhemper-
cd fellowship with Christ.

tplong with Christ” This points to the vital connection be-
tween the resurrectlon of fhrist and our aalvation. The
resurrection of chrigt obtained a gimilar resurrectlon and
1ife for us; in fact, We participated 4n the resurrection of
christ. You may separate a Mormon and Josepn Smlth, and he
will still be a Moromon. You may sepsaraie @& Thristian
Scientist from lMrs. Tddy and ne will still be & Chrisbtlan
gelentist. But 1t impossible t0 geparate a thpristian from
Christ and sfill have & Shristien. Selvation is not the
seceptance Of cerbain doctrines and creeds, but 1t ig a vital
pnion with a 1iving Person, Jesud christ. And His life is
the dynamo upon which we exist.

"Having graclously, and with kindness, forgiven: ug all’.the
trespasses.’ This new 1ife consists 1s & forgivenss of the
past sins. Death means the end of onse 1life; resurrection
points to the beginning of & new 1ife--the old 1ife ig gone,
the pest 1ls done with; its sin and guilt forgiven.

The word commonly used for forglveness 18 a word which
means to send away. But here the word yranslated ''forglveness
38 a different word, which 1s closely normected with the word
tgpace.'! It means, " gracilously confer, T ghow kindness, 1
pardon.” Now this word is very appropriate when we read in tb
verse of the certificate of debt which was agalnst us. We
were unable to pay it, 80 God graciously, freely, forgave us
the debt, cancelled it.

wp11 the trespasses.' This speaks of the completeness of the
forgiveness. There &re no, not & gingle sin, 1left which must
be forgilven through rites and cepemonies. It is ugeless to
seek a complement Lo the work of Christ. He has already
forgiven ALL yreapasses. These words also show the complete
change in the onse forgiven. They are ALL gone, not & trace O
one should be found in the jife=--let the 1ife validate the
claim.
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