Txegesis of 2 Corinthians 5:9-11

Verse Q

PhoTipoupeda_ 1 an apitious, I am zealous, I
strive eagerly,

>/
éuon/)é 670C - well-pleaging (especially +to God).

Qi‘bf//,{ﬁ (1) Ve meke it our aim - bringing out the idea ¥
Guﬁ“%f:@? j@ﬁfl of the end contemplated, as “the motive of The toil.
A\\;(yt':n L f :

AL _ (Vincent)

Let / I
Ly V.4
C 3 @i (2) His anbition is to have Christ's approval.
L (Cambridge)
{:_“}L 1'3’
L L
W {3} Paul expresses the deep purpose of his life - that
when the Lord calls him to _examingtiop, be may meet His
sy approvgl... This is his ambition.
f%ﬁ* - “(Moule)
s lli' 5_;_,
f AN ,
o b__,b ”
oud (&) The coming Judgment. Then the secrets of all
A hearts will be disclosed; and because much is
‘%yf required of those to whom much has been glven the
; W thought o1 Tudgment seat of Christ has forthe
-

Christian a peculiar solemnity. It is not meant to

cloud his prospect of ruture blessedness, but to act

as a stimulus as the most imperious of human ambltions.

It should spur him on to scale the heighis of Christien

living, and to be always well-pleasing to his Lord.
(Tyndale)

{5) This is his consuming ambition, the motive
force behind all that he does. To be well-pleazsing
to Christ is the sum of all abition which is truly

i, ) s wiLul
/gww“f CHrisflan. Col. 3:17,23
i |
Ll A Thig jg more important thap the issue of whether [

5 1-—55 Live or die. What counts is that while we have Tine
! 4 ve should make every effort to please +the Lord,
\-—.—_—-J—
\\ "It s g matter of life and death contrasted
'it's & matter of pleasing Christ.'
(nic)

1

(6} The Main Thinz: Be ready always for Judgment .

The assurance of God's grace and help never leads
Paul to relax his own active effort to bhe faithful
and obedient. - I Cor. 9:27.




- page 2 - Exegesis of 2 Corinthians 5:9-11

Verse 9, con'td

J. 8. Mill said he could conceive of no higher
way of Lliving then that a man should so act that
Jesus Christ would approve his life.

(Interp. Bible)




- page 3 - Exegesis of 2 Cor. 5:9-11
Verse 10
¢AVéPW ‘9’7 VAL | pecome visible, clear, show myself -

To come into the open, to appear hefore
the public.

(souter)

=5 To be brought forth into the light, to
—
become evident. (Vine}

>
é}/“ﬂ'/oao' Fev - in front of, before the face,

kaﬁLJGFW]171t - receive back, receive what has belonged to
myself but has been lost, or else promised
but kept back, or I get what has come to be
my own by earning, I recover.

3
eTmpakev - &ct, do

(;b AUNDV - worthless, low, peltry, implying not so
much what is & lmitations
Bund,_paltrinesses belonging to a low
order of things. (Souter}

It primarily denctes slight, trivisl,
Tiowa shont by every wind. '
S {Vine)

{1} Lovear is not strong enough, since it implies

on presence at the judgment seat. The important

- ' ——
fact is ocur being revealed as we are.

e

(Vincent)

(2) The Day of Judgment is to be & day when men's
characters shall be made patent to the world, and
to themselves, as they have always been to God.

Receive - obtain the wages of.
{(BGT)

(3) 1r our deepest longing is for that consummating
moment when we shall at last be transfigured into His
image, then it should be our present concern to
progress daily, by the grace of God, towards the goal
of Christ~likeness.

But there is =z further considerstion - that even
for the Christian there is to be s day of reckoning.
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Verse 10, cont'd

Be made manifest - to be laid hare, stripped of every
outward facade of respectability, and openly revealed
in"the TUll and true reality of one's charscter, All
our hypoerisies and concealments, all our secrets,
intimate sins of thought and deed, will be open to the
scrutiny of Christ - a clear indication, incidently,
of the absolute Diety of the Redeemer, for it is only
the Divine gaze which penetrates to the very essence
of our personality. I Sam. 16:7

In that day of manifestation both the hypoeritical
and the hypercritical will be shown for what they really
are.
e N v
o Let us then imagine Christ's judgmenteseat to be
© present now and reckon each one of us with his own
congcience, and account the Judge to be already present,
and everything to be revealed and brought Torth. For
we must not merely stand, but also be manifested ..."

The tribunal of Christ serves the purpose of
absolute justice., It vindicates the holiness and
impartislity of Ged. It is s salutary reminder to the
Christian that, although he has been saved and is not
underﬁ;ﬁgﬂ;g&Lhut grace, yet the moral values of God's
universe have not therefcre ceased to hls concern.

Thg_lmpartialiéijof Christ's tribunal is stressed
by the assurance that each 1nd1vidual will receive as

His own the thlngs done in hls body v

According to what he did - ~7/ ss & em “'-%‘EV
with reference to what he did. " The
Aorist is Interesting ~ looking back from Christ's
tribunal, the whole life of the individual Christian

1s seen a5 & unity In other words, 1t _is character
ratheér than separate acts that will be rewarded or

pinished. it is & mistake to SUPPOSE that any act,

however heroie, can secure eternal life.

It is habitusl action that will be judged. And

this explalns the sorist; it_is what he did during his

lifetine that is sumsed up and estimated as a total.




Exegesis of 2 Cor. 5:9-11

- page 5 - Verse 10, cont'd

The purpose of this tribunal is not positively
penal, but properly retributive, involving the
disclosure not _only of what has been worthless.

but also of what hes been good and-valusble in.

this life. The judgment pronounced is not a de-
claration of doom, but an assessment of worth,j;//’//
with the assignment of rewards to those who

because of their faithfulness deserve thenr and

the loss oy withholding of rewards in the casge of
those who do not deserve them., Rom 8:1.

Paul's meaning becomes admirably clear in the
light of what he has already written to the - - —

Corinthians in his earlier letter =-T Cor. 3:10-15..°
Nt

The declaration of Christ's Judgment seat is
not the ultimate sentence of salvation or damnation;
for it is the redeemed alone who stand before it,
and their doing so results either in their hearing
the Lord's "well-done" and the receiving of a reward,
or in their suffering losc, through Tailing “to receive
a8 rewvard, '

The rewards themselves vary in proportion to the
faithfulness snd diligence of each individusal.
(Cf. Luke 19:1 ff).

411 the implications and conseqguences of being
made manifest before the Judgment Seat of Christ will
not be known till the day arrives; but weanwhile the
Christian is left in no doubt that he is regarded by
God as fully answerable for the quality of his vresent
life in the bhody. (N.I.C)

(4} In verse 10 he goes on to expand the prospect
of verse U and its conditions. He anticipates s
definite oceasion on which may be expressed the
"approval” of which he is "anbitious", at which
time the Lord will express His opinion of the doing,
and will award sccordingly.

Christ will enquire what we have gained by trading
(Matt. 25:21).
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Verse 10, cont'd

Displayed - Jjust as we have been, and just as
we _have done, every vell removed.

(Difference between the Bema and the White Throne:
Q;;jBema ~ Tire applied to works
>Throne - fire applied to persons).

Some will have raised what is only fit to be food
for thefire - I Cor. 3:10 ff. e

The appearing is that of being disclosed, examined,
unﬁer_g_E;oad llght, S0 &as to seen Just what we aie
has come to be through the usge of faculty and cir-
cumstance, a disclosure and display of it before his
Master and his fellow-servants and Himself.

Body: The thought is that of the body as the
implement of action, the vehicle of faculties and
energies, the talent, so to speak, which has been
laid out and used, :

According to the gospel, the body of the Christian
men is already the "temple of the Holy Ghost"; and it'
iz hereefter to be transfigured into a condition
kindred to that of the body of his risen Lord.

We are to "glorify God in our body." To make
it our éaily ambition that "Christ may be magpified in
our body."” +to "present cur body & living sacrifice,
ete.”

Christ willmst zertainly ask us what we have
done through the body, aright or amiss, as responsible
to Jesus Christ.

But let's remember that the Master who will
preside at the sgcrubiny is the same Lord whe loves
us and gave Himself for us. Fe will never be harsh,
He will never be unfair. Nevertheless, His eyes will
be quite open, and He will express His entire opiniocn
upon vhat we have done through the body.

And His epinton—wild-somehow-affect the experiences
of the he servant even in the world of light and

1mmorta11tv.

We recognize, we realize, the sclemnity o the
prospect of that scerutiny. We recall it when we are
tempted to misuse the body, to Torget the responsibility
we have with thase lips and eyes and hands, ete.
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Verse 10, cont'd

But our last thought should not be only one of
fear - bubt of ambition - what a delightful eall, to
use these bodies for Him.

"Thee may I set at my right hand,
Whose eyes mine inmost substance see,
And lsbor on at Thy Command,

And offer all my works Lo Thee.

Give me to bear Thy easy yoke,
Anéd every moment watch and pray,
And still to things eternal look,
And hasten to Thy glorious day.

For thee delightfully employ
Whate'er Thy bounteous grace hath given,
And run my course with even Joy,
And closely walk with Thee to Heaven.
C. Wesley.
(Moule)

(5) A1l of us =~ first, with great emphasis.
This is a reason for aiming at Christ's approval.

Maenifest - having real character disclosed,

Every One - each one: the treatment will be individual,
soul by soul.

Receive implies that what is received is
one's own or one's due.. Tt iz particularly used
of receiving wages, oqi%eapin a reward.

— (Cambridge)

(6) We are meking or merring a destiny, ve are
winniggwggwgg§;gg_§;gggﬂgivﬂTiqg_§§§kbecome the
testing ground of eternity. (Barclay)

(7) For - Paul now gives the reason why he must make
every effort to please Christ, He will be judged by how
well or badly he has responded during his earthly

life +o the grace of God that opened to him the
privilege of faith, fellowship, axd useful living.

It has deep significance. It underscores
the fact that our lives have meaning. We are
responsible beings, not the playthings of fate.

Furthermore, the assurasnce that life has eternal
meaning glves it zest.
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Verse 10, cton'd

Life is worthwhile because we are here to fulfil
God's purpose, Judgment is therefore not to be
dreaded by Christians, but to be accepted and
even velcomed,

God judges us by our hidden desires and intentions,
not by our imperfect performance, frustrated as
that is by the weakness of the flesh and the
thwarting of circumstance.

God's judgment does not spring from any desire
to condemn, but from the desire to awaken the
conviction of sin that we shall be ready to turn
from 1%. '

It is in the light of this final Jjudgement
that we must live here and now.

The purpose of the Jjudgment is the
perfecting of the process of redemption.
(Interp. Bible)
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Exegesis of 2 Cor. 5:9-11

Yerse 11
‘P
réc 6yué?V - urge, apply persuasion, exercise

suastion, seek to persuade
{Souter)

to prevail upon or win over, bringing
about a change of mind by the
influence of reason or moral consider-
ations = (Vine}

(1} Terror - fear of the Lord. Not that which is
terrible in the Lord, but Deling aonsceious of feaping
the Lord,

Persuede: convince of our integrity.
T —{¥incent)

{2} Paul is conscious that his actions are determined
by the convietion that he will have to ansver for
them before the Judgement Seat of Christ.

(Cambridge)

(3} Knowing this - we are compelled 1 - to
prosecute our evangelism unweariedly; and 2 -

to keep every 7 motlve open to Ged, as single-hearted
in our motive and our ambition for Him and 3 - apbear
Tlght before others too. A

T (Moule)

(4} The thought of divine Judgment engenders
in Paul a permanent feeling of awe and reverence.

Paul's primary work is to persuade men of the
truth of the gospel. The knowlede that his inmost
motives were fully known to God, to whom alone he was
responsible,  and that they would stand the test of
His scrutiny, acted as a brake upon the natural
desire Lo please others.

He confidently trusts that the Corinthians,
with whom he hag had such personal and intimate
associations, will have become convinced by now
of his integrity - every one of them, as the plural
consciences seems to imply. (Tyndale)

(5) Paul himself has a deep consciousness of the

awe which should be inspired in the heart of every
servant who will be required to give an account of
his stewardship to the Master - this causes him to
treat the ministry which has been entrusted to him



- page 10 -
Exegesis of 2 Cor. 5:9-11

Verse 11, cont'd

with utmost seriousness.

Paul believes that in their heart of hearts
the Corinthians know he is sincere.

He appeals to the consciences of these Christians;
they really know, deep down, what God knows about
him, namely, that his ministry is whole-hearted and
free from duplicity. (Wic)

(6) Knowing here has the sense of "prompted by and
keenly feeling." This reverential fear leads him
to persuade men.

Paul preaches as one Whose work od will
judge to men who will also be Jjudged, He is
clear that God knows hls sinecerity and he hopes
that his hearers also will recognize it. He
appeals to the Jjudgment of their conSC1ence._~N0_
man can hope to convince people of the truth he

=ﬁ;%deﬁl &5 unless they are convinced that he is .
" Bincere, that he-himself is living by what he

™ s, and... asigg#gjher ob.ject but their

“" " etérnal gbod.’ B (Interp. BibIe),
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(1)

(2)

Exepesig of II Cor. 9:8

be able, strong enough.

- be more than enough, be left over,
make extremely rich, abundant, overflow

- sufficiency, a competence - means
the state of one who supports himself
without aid from others - have enough
of everything also, contentment,

gelf-gufficiency

Sufficiency - that moral quality, bound up with gelf-
consecration and faith, which renders the pew self in
Christ.independent of external circumstances.

ww“' (Vincent)

Generous giving for those who have little to give seems
very hazardous; but the risk tends to be forgotten when
the greatness of God's power is kept steadily in mind.

A1l our resources, great or small, come ultimately
from God; and God ig able to increase those resources.
Where.the.generous spirit exists, God will provide the
means by which it can be expressed.,
Grace is used here concretely - "blessing.

The result is that furnished with the ability that

God can supply, the charitable man will always have

all gufficiency in all things.

Sufficiency means (1) self-sufficiency, the feeling

of being able to rely on one's own resources without having
to look to others -~ without being dependent on the

caprices of fortune; and (2) it degcribes the contentment,
which such gelf-sufficiency engenders. o

Here Paul states that the believer by divine grace is
rendered self-gufficient and competent to meet the
demands made on his generosity, so that he may abound
to every good work, i.e. be able to perform 1t,
{Tyndale)




-~ page 2 -

II Cor., 9:8, cont'd

(3)

(1)

(5)

Grace includesg, and here gpecially means, earthly
bleagings -

All grace is very comprehensive.
Where.there ig. the.spixit.of benevolence; the power
to exercise benevolence ig sure to be given.

- T {Cambridge)

God's grace is always abundant and enriching; it
always leads tp.increase, not decrease - even when
R 1 . A R S .

it involves parting with one's possessions.

So much so, that the overwhelming conseguence of
God's making all grace abound to them lg that they,
"in all things at all times'having all sufficiency,
may abound to all good work.

Notice the highly effective accumulation of "alls".

God's giving of his grace is the complete opposite
of grudging and forced. In responding to it by
generoug and cheerful giving the Christian finds

not only that, contrary to human probability, he yet
has a sufficiency for his own needs, but, far more,
that he is 2o enriched by divine grace as to be able
constantly to abound in every kind of good work.

The~inexhaustible resources..of. the.grace of God made
available in Christ mean that this exuberant life
in which the Christian "always abounds in the work
of the Lord" (I Cor, 15:58) is a practical and
joyful reality for the man of faith,

(NIC)

, In preceding verseg God is asking - but there isg
another side; the.fod.who.aske.is also the God
who gives.

Able to make all grace overflow to you, so to act
to you in Hig free favor that it's gifts, of
what sort, as there is need, shall be more than
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I1I Cor. 9:8, cont'd

equal to the demand, go that having in all things alweys all
sufficiency you, in your turn, may flow over, passing on
your blessings in loving beneficience, to all gopd works.

Sufficiency: 1it, 'such a.supply on the sgﬁw”ga@QQWM*,
ipdependent of. externals "

Here is a golden verse o be weighed and used. To be
weighed in a daily reaffirmation and recollection of our
faith in the person of the great Lord of all grace. See
how heavily freighted ie this verse with every possible
gift of grace.

The verse is also to used to glaim.daily in the name
of the same Lord, the supply of grace we need, wherever
we may be and whatever may be the outward circumstances
in which we find curselves placed.

(Moule)

(6) This complete supply of all the generous Christian's
needs is stressed by using -7 ¢ all five
timeg in this verse.

The regult of this complete God~given sufficiency
igs not selfish enjoyment.

The blessing God vestows for giving now will j
prov1de the means for still greater giving.

e

Two things to know? E;y- God provides for those who trust
Him and in faith respond to the appeal of others' needs.
The spring.of his bounty, isnit.dried up by drawing on it
for other's needs; it is stimulated. The story of one
w1doy_uhan£gga#;igah from her slender store,wand in dgoing
so foug@mmﬁérgplQQEQQQQ,w;§ a. paraQ% Giving to others
is an act of faith to which God re8pond¢

ig} God_intends his. provision.for..us.to.be.used.in
supblying the.needs.of.pthers - we are channels. What we
possess is a trust, (Inter. Bible)




