I John 3:21, 22

Verse 21

(1) Condemn - the internal Jjudgement of conscience,
To note accurately, usually in a bad sense,

To note judiciaslly: to accuse! to accuse one's
self.,

Confidence - boldness - The idea of free, open

speech lies at the bottom of the word: coming

before God's bar with nothing to conceal.
(Vincent)

(2) "If our heart condemn us not" - these words
represent the heart attitude of a saint that
so far as he knows has no nnconfessed sin in
his life, has nothing between himself and Christ.

Verge 22
Ask ~ present subjunctive, continuous action -
repeated and continuous praying, day after day.
Wuest5

(3) We are able to look up to God in freedom from
dismay and terror, enjoying the consciocueness of
His approval, and that fellowship with Him which
brings His peace ,and power dnto our lives.

Boldness toward God is the effect of the assurance

of heart mentioned in v. 19, On the other hand, the

effect of the boldness itself is given in v, 22,
(Vine)

(4) The main point is the dealing of our heart with
God. "Boldness have we 7 Z7o5 , face to face
with God., - boldness to step into Ged's
presence,

(Lenski)

(5) 19-23 - aware of shortcoming, they may be
diffident (v. 20a) about approaching God. They
can reassure themselves, God will assess them by
a standard more reliable than their feelings - His
knowledge.
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(3)

()

(5)

(6)

I John 3:21, 22

"Because we keep ... and do .." This presents
a condition upon which our prayer is answered.

Obedience to God and conformity to His will are
pre-requisitaes to the reception of the answers

to our prayers.

-~

for

The reason is not fgr to seek, for the one who is
in the enjoyment of communion with God and fulfils
His will, will make only those requests which are
in accordance with His will.

Doing the things that are-pleasing is more than
keeping Hig commandments. The latter is included

in the former. The practice of God's will is &
higher standard than obedience to precepts and
the believer is to seek to do that in which

God delights as well as to obey what He commands.
Obedience may be a matter merely of subjection;
doing the things that are pleasing to Him is a
matter of love, = Jno, 8:29

"In His sight" conveys the thought of the regard
that God graciously pays to us.
(Vine)

The prerequisites for answered prayer are an
uncomdemning heart, the habitual keeping of God's
commandments, and the habitual doing of those
things which please Him,

Sight - a penetrating gaze.
(Wuest)

All requests are granted which can be put forward
1n the freedom of intercourse which has been
described. John's assurance is given on the
agsumption that we keep God's commandments

. and do what pleases Him. If these considerable

conditions are met, we shall asgk aeright and be
answered, (Torch)

We receive what we asgk for in the moment of
agking - a present tense -, though it may be
a long time before the fulness of the boon
desired is enjoyed by us.

We do what is pleasing in the sight of God
when the grace of the risen and exalted
Redeemer is at work within us.

(w.1.C.)

John is dealing with the problem of a guilty
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I Jonn 3:21, 22

Suppose these sincere Christians come vefore

God untroubled by even initial diffidence, They
come confidently (v. 21) and have their petitions
granted (v. 2233. On what ground? - their keeping
of God's commandments, etc.

The aim of the whole passage is surely to give
agsurance, and not to strike terror into their
hearts.

V. 21 - The same people as in v. 20, but now in
whet John considers the normal. Chrigtian state of
heart.

Boldness - plain speaking. The freedom of the
Father-child TeIation in intercourse is 1ts
picture of the Christian at prayer.

In Christian prayer, all barriers are down, all
fears cast aside. The true children, at home in
their father's presence may say - and ask - what
comes from the heart.

(Toreh)

(6) We . approach God as children to a Father
and not as criminals to a judge.
(Cambridge)

Verge 22

(1) Keep - note the combination of keep and_do.
Watchful discermment - habitual practice,
{(Vincent)

(2) We have freedom in asking and likewise the
agsurance of the effectiveness of our prayers. The
primary condition of this is freedom from the
consciousness of sin (v. 21). There must be no
distance between God and us. The present tense
of the verbs in this and the preceding verse
indicates a continuance of the conditions referred
to. To have boldness towards God and to receive
from Him what we ask should be normal with us.

We may not see immediately the answer to our
prayer, The granting is immediate, but the
fulfilment may be a matter of waiting some
considerable time. Faith leads us to awalt
ﬁod's time,




- page k-

I John 3:21, 22

conscience. Doubtless John has in mind here

the guilty conscience of a Christian. His heart
will tell him he is imperfect, that he hasn't lived
as a Christian ought to live.

John says that a refuge from a guilty conscience
is to be found in the greatness of God.

The believers heart condemns on partial
knowledge.

The greatness of God for the Christian doesn't
lie in his justice that condemns sin, it lies
in his mercy that saves from sin.

But when the Christian's heart has laid hold of
the greatness of God and has come to have
assurance rather than condemnation, the matter is
gquite different. Then there is boldness toward
God,

(Conner)
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I John 5:3-5

Verse 3

45%79é52tc - heavy, difficult, weight, load, burden

(1) Keep - to attend carefully, to take care of, to
guard, observe. The word in this connection speaks

of a waktchful, solicitous guarding and care of God's
commandments lest we disobey them, with the thought
that we are concerned with His honor and glory and our
Christian testimony to the same,

Love - the gaint's love for God is shown by his keeping
His commandments. This should be the motivating factor
in our keeping God's Word, our love to Him.

Love for God makes the keeping of His commandments a
delight rather than & burden.

(A victorious Chrigtian life is when keeping God's
commandments is a joy and delight. You are a defeated

Christian when they are burdensome, severe, overexacting.)

(2) God's commandments, being the expression of His
love, are designed to keep us in the element of His
love. The fulfillment of His commandments by us is the
revelation of His character through our instrumentality.
His commandments make known His nature, and we show

His nature when we keep them. (Cf h:8, 16)

Grievous - they do not impose a burden when they are
kept. 1n the keeping of them there is great reward.
(Psa. 19:11)

What imposes a burden ig disobedience to His will.
The. more we fulfil it the happier we are.

The Lord supplies strength for the
fulfilment of His commandments, His love makes them
light, and He rewards the doing of it,

(Vine)

(3) For the love for God is thig, i. e. consists in
this: The truth implied in v. 2, that love involves
obedience. Love to God implies obedience.
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VYerse 3, cont'd

Are not grievous, For two reasons:

1 - Because He gives us strength to bear them.
2 - Because love makes them light.
Cf - Matt. 11:30 _ (Cambridge)

(4) Cf 4:2) - There the idea is love is not

love which disobeys the beloved's commands; here,
that love to God means - or consists in - obedience
to his commands.

Grieyous: Lit, "heavy”. John imagines a reader
saying "But this obedience is impossible Lord!"
and quickly writes 5:3-lka for his comfort.

It does not mean that God's commands are
effortlessly simple to fulfil, Rather, they are
not irksome or burdensome. Why? Partly, no doubt,
because God does not demand what is too hard for
men - more specifically, because whatsoever is born of
God overcometh the world. {Torch)

(5) John sees in love and righteousness the two
normal products of a redeemed life. The two are
essentially one (v. 3), for there is no such thing
as love for God independent of compliance with his
commandments, and to the heart that loves, His
commandments are not "grievous” - do not constitute
a yoke difficult to bear. This ig seen as a gelf-
evident fact, because a thing begotten of God could
not be a victim of the influences of the world. The
Greek pronoun here is in the neuter gender, which
generalizes the statement and makes it universally
comprehensive. (Dana)

(6) In the keeping of the commandments of God true
love to God always issues.
Grievous =~ They do not press on us an

intolerable burden. (NIC)

(7) The love of God is a practical matter. It
is to keep God's commandments. To love God 1s no
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Verse 3, cont'd

mere matter of feeling or sentiment., It has at its
heart the spirit of obedience, To love God is to
obey him., John 14:15

This lack of grievousness is not due to a low
standard set up by the will of God. His standard is
8 high one - 3:23.

His commandments are not grievous because
there is sufficient motive and dynamic to obedience.
: (Conner)

(8) Obedience ig the only proof of love, We cannot
prove our love to anyone in any other way than by
seeking to pleage him and to bring him joy. Love
can be exemplified only in obedience.

How can it be said that the tremendous
commands and demands of Jesus are not a heavy
burden on any man? There are 3 answers to that
question.

1 - It is the way of God never to lay a
commandment on any man without also giving him the
strength to carry it out,

2 - Our whole response to God must be
the response of love; and for no love no duty is
too hard, no task is too great.

That which we would never do for a stranger
we will willingly attempt for a loved one., That
which we would never give to a stranger we will
gladly give to a loved one.

3 - There is something in the Christian which
makes him able to conquer the world.
(Barclay)

(9) Just to make the claim: "I am loving God, "
amounts to nothing, is, in fact, lying (1:6).

The commandments have been given for the
purpose of keeping; doing what each one says, actually
loving not merely in word but in dedd.

Are these commandments burdensome, & heavy weight
that is, if possible, to be avoided, to be complained
about when it is shouldered? No.

(Lenski)
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Verse 4

/
“JlKé? - (vw<=aw) - I conquer (transferred
from battle to other conflicts)

(1) That overcometh - aorist tense, overcame,
held to ite strict tense. The victory over the
world was, potentially, woen when we believed
in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. We
overcome the world by being brought into union
with Christ, '

On becoming as He is (3:17) we become
partakers of His victory (John 16:33). John h:k

Our Faith: our faith is embraced in the
confession that Jr-sus is the Christ, the Son of
God. (Vincent)

(2) The reason why God's commandments are not
burdensome ig that obedience to them enables the
gsaint to overcome the world.

Whatsoever is neuter in gender, the compre-
hensive, categorical neuter, expressing the
universality of the principle, and refers to persons,

Born is again perfect tense.

Overcometh - to carry off the victory, come
off victoriuous. The verb implies a battle,

Here the forces of the world system of evil,
the flesh (totally depraved nature), the devil, and
the pernicious age-system with which the saint is
surrounded, are all engaged in a battle against the
saint, carrying on an incessant warfare, the purpose
of which is to ruin his Christian life and testimony.
The verb is in the present tense, "is constantly
overcoming the world," It is & habit of life with
the saint to gein victory over the world. To go
down in defeat is the exception, not the rule.

"Phig is the victory that overcometh...” the
verbal form is an sorist participle, lit., "This
is the victory that overcame the world."
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Verse 4, cont'd

John says first, "is conquering,” because
the fight is in progress, then "that conquered "
because the triumph is assured. (Wuest)

(3) Reason why keeping even the difficult
commandment ofloving others rather than oneself
is not a grievoug burden.

It is the world and its ways which make
the Divine commands grievous, and the new birth
involved in faith gives us a new unworldly nature
and a strength which conguers the world.

For "Because whatsoever is born ...

Whatsoever - neuter. The masculine would
make the victorious pergon prominent, the neuter
emphasizes rather the victorious power. It is not
the man, but his birth from God which conquersg.

Born of God used here and in vs 1 and 18, In
all 3 cases we have the perfect, not the aorist,
participle. It is not the mere fact of having
received the Divine birth that is insisted upon,
but the permanent results of the birth.

Overcame - aorist part., of a victory won once
for all.

Faith is both the victory and the victor. In
the faith which has won a decisive victory the believer
goes on conquering. (Cambridge)

(4} This provides the reason why keeping God's
commandments is not a burden grievous to be borne.

The reason state brings before us the character
of the world; the spirit of the world is opposed to the
fulfilment of the commandments of God. To do His
commandments, therefore, is to overcome the gspirit of
the world.

The doing of His commandments is possible only
to one who is borne of God, and the power to carry
them out comes, not from self, but from Him.

A deep significance attaches to the collective
neuter "whatsoever". 1 - It serves to give less
praminence to the person who overcomes and to indicate
rather the power which is impeired to him in virtue of
his new birth.
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Verse L, cont'd

2. 1t serves to make the statement more
comprehensive, by reason of what has just been
said, as not merely persons are in view but the
power that introduces them.

As in vs 1, the original has the perfect
tense, and this stresses the permarent effect of
the spiritual birth, namely, a lagting power
vietory over the world.

Hath Overcome - sorist tense takes us back to
the beginning of the life, for the power for victory
came when faith first began to be exercised, when
we received Christ by faith and were born of God.
For then we passed spiritually out of the -sphere
of the world into union with Christ.

Faith not merely brings to us the new birth,
but with it the power to overcome the opposition
of the spirit that characterizes the world.

The victory which was thus gained by faith,
the proving of things not seen, brought us into
a life which was designed to be characterized by
victorious power. (Vine) '

v

(5) Born of God - Every Christian “has within
himself a power, that of his new birth from God,
strong enough to overcome the resistence of all the
powers of the world, which hinder him from loving
God, i.e. from keeping his commandments.

This passage first emphasizes the victory
which ig their Christian title, and makes precise-
the doctrines which are essential Christian truth.

(Cambridge)

(6) 1In all our endeavors to live according to the
will of God we have against us the power of the world,
of paganism, or of human society organized without
God, the world in which the desire of the flesh, etc.
is at work, but He who is in us is greater.

Man's faith must be in lively exercise laying
hold on the power of God. You can look back to
many occasions, John says, when your faith overcame
the world. (w1C)
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Verse 4, cont'd

{7} Thig section continues still farther the proof'
of a genuine Christian profession.

The Gnostic taught that the great means of
achievement in the religious realm was gnosis.
John asserts that it is pistis (faith), and cites
as proof that those who are really winning 2 victory
over the temptations of the world about them are
those who accept Jesus as essentially the Son of God.

The faith described and defended here is far
from presumptive faith. It is confidence in reliable
testimony. '

The latter. clause of vs, 4 marks a quite
decisively the transition to a new point of emphasis.
The stress in the Greek upon the idea of faith cannot
be conveyed in English,

In rigidly literal rendering it would read, "ang,
this is the overcoming ~ the-world victory: our faith.”
The victory which has vanquished the world is the true
Christian's faith, and not the Gnostic's gnosis., -The
adherents of gnosis lived in the world's corruption
and 1laid no claim to purity of conduct, The one living
a life pure from the world's defielments is the one
believing in the divine Sonship of Jesus (v. 5). The
world "Jesus" here is really the predicate, and is
in a position which makes it emphatic. What true faith
asserted was, "The Som of God is certainly Jesus."

(Dana)

(8) &7¢ makes the victory the reason that our
keeping God's commandments in love for God cannot

be burdensome., - They have been born from God,
have been filled with strong, spiritual life, and are
thus victorious over the world, over this-power
which would interfere with their keeping of God's
commandments.

What is this victory? The aorist part. goes.
back to the beginning of the viectory. It is "our
faith." When God, then, asks us to believe (4:23)
he is asking us only to be victorious.

Both faith and love show that we have been born
from God (v.1), that the power of a new life is in
us, that in believing and in loving this power of the
new life is showing its activity.
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Verse L4, cont'd

It does so positively in regard to God and to
God's children who are in the same victorious army
with ug and negatively in regard to the world in
keeping up our victory over it (present tense).
(Lenski)

(9) There is something in the Christian which

makes him able to conquer the world. The world,

ig the world apart from God, the world in oppoisgition
to God, and the world which tries to make us forget
God, and to ebandon the standards of God. That which
ensbles us to conquer the world is faith,

John defines conquering faith = It is the
belief that Jesus is the Son of God., The conquering
faith is belief in the Incarnation. Why is this s0%

It means that God cared enough for men to lay agide
His glory and take on human limitations., It means that
God shares in all the manifold activities of human
1ife, It means that God is involved in the humen
situatinn, '

It means that God is in the business of living
along with us., Faith in the Incarnation is the conviction
that God shares and God cares. '

Once we possess that faith certain things follow -

1 ~ We have a defence to resist the infections
of the world. On all sides there is the preasure of
worldly standards and motives. On all sides there are
the fascinations of the wrong things.

it is the fact of experience that goodness is
eagier in the company of good people. And if we believe
in the Incarnation we have the continual presence of-
God in Jesus Christ.

2. We have the strength to endure the attacks
of the world.

3, We have the indestructible hope of final

victory. The world did its worst to Jesus -- and it
failed. After the Cross came Resurrection, and

after Resurrection came glory - and that's the Christ
who's with us. ‘

1f we believe in the Incarnation, then we have
with us forever Christ the Victor to give us the
victory. : (Barclay)
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Vergse 4, cont'd

(10) Whatsoever - The source of victory is in
the regenerating power of God rather than in the
personality of the subject of regeneration,

Faith appropriates the power of God. Faith
is the consciousness of helplessness on the part
of man, but it is also the consciousness of
the sufficiency of God; it is also opposition to
-sin and evil.

The one born of God had his initial wvictory
over the world when he was born of God, but he
also has continuous victory by virtue of the
fact that God lives in him, Both the initial
victory and the continuous victory came through
the power of God appropriated by faith.

The initial victory constitutes the guarantee
of continuous victory. The faith that linked the
Christian initially to God in Christ has in it all
the potentialities of victory over the world that
will be needed during the course of warfare here
on earth,

There is not, however, anything in that
initial act of faith that constitutes any kind of
mechanical guarantee of further and continuous
victory over the world, Such continuous victory
must be won, day by day, by faith in God and
striving against evil, (how? « by Love)

(Conner)

(11) The world is a prolific source of temptations
that inevitably tend to make God's commandments
burdensome to those who strive to obey them fully.
Always the world brings to bear against those whose
aims are spiritual, a force of ideas and estimates -
as of "success,” "happiness,” "honor" of
social influences, which he must conguer or to which
he must succumb (There's no substitute for vicbory.)

Such an enviromment would necessarily render
the requirements of the Christian life a grievous and
a galling yoke but for this - "whatsoever is born
of God..."
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Verse 4 cont'd

(11 - cont'd)

As the human body is unaffected by an external
atmospheric pressure that would crush it to a pulp,
but for the fact that there is an equal expan31ve
pressure within the body itself; so ince "Greater
is He that i¢ in us, than he that is in the world,"
the world's hostile pressure is more than neutralized.

Belief itself may be regarded as the victory.
Simply to believe in Christ is, in principle, complete
victory over the world,

But the battle has to be fought out in detail;
and our Belief is necessarily the spiritual weapon
by which every suecessive temptation is met and
overcome, What this Belief is the next verse
declares: ve 5

The union of the human name "Jesus' with the
full title "the Son of God," expresses vividly the
world-conquering power of this belief,

1 - To do the will of God is to finish his
work as Jesus did is the one true victory of life -
to minister to, to give life as ransom ~ is to be
emancipated from the lust of flesh, eyes and pride
of life,

2 - This belief combines the power of Love and
the assurance of immortality - as against "the world
that passeth away."

3 - Above all, Belief is victory because it
is the proof of union with Christ who, Himself
victorious over the world, is the source of all-
conquering power to them in whom He abides
(John 16:33) (The victory must match each
point of the world's character and power)

(Law)
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Verse 5

(1) He that overcometh - The article with the

participle denoting what is habitual; one who

leadga life of victory over the world.
(Vincent)

(2) Belief is the real Incarnation of the
Divine Christ - the Christian hallmark(v, 1)
is, says John, indispensible for victory over
the world.

Only an uncompromising doctrine of the
Incarnation assures us that we have really seen
God, and that His love isno wishfu. dream but
truth - surely and historically manifested.

This taken away, the godless world is victor.
But this faith makes all faith strong and the be-
liever invinecible.

(3) 'This verse expresses the particular point in
regard to which the faith that brings the new birth
and overcomes the world is exercised, namely, that
Jesus is the Son of God. '

Such faith, then, brings to one who exercises
it, a power to overcome in him all that is characteristic
of the world, Tt brings into his life, for example,
the means of loving as God loves, in contrast to
the spirit of &elfishness and strife that is in the
world, ' (Vine)

(4) Overcometh - present tense. The Apostle appeals
to the deily experience of every victorious
Christian., '

The faith that conquers is no mere vague
belief in the existence of God, but a definite
belief in the Incarnation.

The one sole Victor, who is such in the highest
and unique sense, is Christ. N

Belief in Christ is at once belief in God and
in man, It lays a foundation for love and trust
towards our fellowman. Thus the instinetive distrust
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Verse 5, cont'd

and selfishness, which reign supreme in the world,
are overcome, (Cambridge)

(5) Our faith is embraced in the confession
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God. A
heart belief in the incarnation with all that
that implies results in an individual who gains
victory over the world. (Wuest)

(6) The content of this faith,

If our faith is the victory, the victor is
the believer, This mskes the abstract statement
concrete., Yet everything depends upon what we
believe,

In v. 6 John again links into all that he
has said on the diety of Jesus and the power
of his blood. (Lenski)




I John 5:9-10

Verse 9
(1) The sense of the word "receive" is " to accept
as valid." If we are accustomed to accept a

testimony in regard to earthly facts, how much
more shall we rely confidently upon the Divine
testimony. (Vine

(2) Follow NEB: "And this threefold testimony
is indeed that of God Himself, the witness he has
borne to hig Son.”

Three points are distinguishable in v. 9
1 - The testimony to Christ of water, blood and
Spirit is, in a true appraisal, God speaking;
God bearing witness.

2 - We accept human evidence (9a): Divine
witness must surely have our even readier
acceptance.

3 - This Divine witness is that of God Himself
concerning His Son.

Any father's witness to his Son has special
claim to acceptance. Witness of the Divine is
invaluable, and witness of the Divine Father
econcerning his own Son represents the very
acme of reliability. (Poreh)

Verse 10

-
(1) This verse expands vs, 5. The present
continuous tense, "he that believeth,” expresses
the habitual attitude of faith., This is the
first time in this Epistle where the verb "to
believe" is followed by the preposition_eis ,
which, in thie construction, combines the thoughts
of the direction in which faith is exercised and
the rest it reposes on its object. Faith
thus exercised involves the fullest trust in,
and reliance upon, & person.

The congtruction is found some LO times in
the Gogpel of John.

Witness - For other passages concerning the
witness of the Spirit in our hearts, cp. Rom 8:16;
Gal. 4:6. The one who accepts the witness of God
and believes on His Son has the continual witness
internally. The witness is an abiding possession




o

-

I John 5:9-10, cont'd

which glorifies God. (Vine)

To John's impressive list of witnesses
authenticating true belief - the Spirit, The Spirit
in agreement with The Water and The Blood, the
Divine Father testifying concerning his own
Son - he adds this last; the confirming witness
in the heart - granted to the true believer as he
goes on living his life personally committed in trust and
obedience to Christ. (Torch)

(3) "To believe on or into," It describes the
faith which moves towards and resgts on its object.

This faith must always be in exercise - "he
that believeth.” We have a present tense with
similar significance in John 1:12. Such a believer
as is here described has the witness in him, as an
abiding possession. The external testimony, the
words, works, ete. of Christ accepted with the whole
heart; becomes inward certainity.

(WIC)
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God is Life

MPhis is the true God, and Eternal Life." It
is everywhere assumed in the Epistle that God_
is_the absolute final source of that 1ife - Eternal
Life - the possesgion of which is the supreme end
for _which man, and every spiritual nature, exists.

It ig nothing else than Hig self-co ication

to men, the Lransmission to us of His own nature.
“*PEig iz the true God, and Eternal Life.”

Man alone, of terrestrial creatures, has
capacity for the highest kind of life, which
St. John calle Eternal Life.

The activities in which the Life is manifested
are those of Righteousness, and Love. The life
God lives is a life @ i £ and—Towi-ng.
Bssentially, the Eternal Life is nothing. else
than the Divine Nature itself, regarded, not as
abstract being, but dynamically, as the ground
and source of all its own manifold activities -
as the animating principle in virtue of which
the Divine Righteousness and the Divine Love are
not mere abstractions, but eternally active
forces. A principle of self-communication and.
self-reproduction

Eternally, the Father imparts Himself to
His only-begotten Son. To men, Bternal Life.
{s communicated as the result of a Divine act, by
which, in the terminology of St. John, they are
begotten.

Eternal Life

With thig theme the Epistle begins and.
ends, while the purpose of the whole expressly
is, "That ye may know that ye have Eternal Life".
Its predomivance is complete; it is the centre

to which every idea in the Epistle is more or. less
directly related.

Biblical conception of spiritual life i=
derived directly from experience, that which
fulfils the highest idea of his being, a vivid
experience of God's favour and fellowship.mﬁpife
is an experience of the supreme and eternal
blessings of the Kingdom. of-God.- The conception
of Life is derived directly from the data of
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actual or anticipated experience. It is congcious
participation in the highest good for which man
is made.

gs\-xxs_ﬂubiect-matter consists chiefly in the

delineation of Eter if ositively and
negatively, by means of its invariable and.

unmistakable characteristics, Righteougness,
Love, and Belief of the Truth,. These are its
primary functions. Confronted by the Truth

of God in the person of Jesus Christ, every one
in whom the Life is guickened believes - beholds
in Jesus the Incarnate Son of God; confronted

by the Will of God, as moral duty or commandment ,
he obeys; confronted by human need, he loves, not
in word, neither in tongue, but in déed and in
truth. It is the animating principle that is
manifested in them, of which they are the fruits
and evidences. The human activity - doing
righteousness, believing, loving - I8 the Fesult
and the proof of 1ife already imparted, not the
condition or. the means of its attainment.

Physical Life, as has been said, may be
defined from its phenomena.

The designation most fregquently employed is
simply "the Life", Elsewhere the Life is
qualitatively described as ‘eternal'. These
forme of locution are used quite interchangeably.
The ideas of duration and futurity which are
originally and properly expressed by the
adjective «\Vlhs have become in Johannine
usage only one element, and that not the primary
element, in its significance. Alwayg Life is
regarded as a present reality and the adjective
el L

Gternal” is added even when the reference to

i EEpresent possession is most emphatic. Eternal
ITTe—15 not any kind of 1life prolonged ad infinitum.
ThE~TiTe oF & Dives; though he should be clothed
in purpde and fine linen, and fare sumptuously
through everlasting agee, would come never one
ineh nearer to the idea of Eternal Life. The
category of time recedes before that of moral
quality. _Eternal Life ig one kind of life, the
nighest, the Divine kind of life,uigzggpgggigg

of its durabion, 1Lt is the kind of Life that is.
perfectly manifested in Christ. |

Of this Life, God the Father revealed in
Christ, is the sole and absolute source. _gﬂffgg}
Life is His gift to men; potentially, when He
"sent His Son into the world that we might
live through Him"; actuslly, when we believe
in His name. For of this Life, again Christ is
the sole mediator.
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By the Incarnation of the Only-Begotten Son with
the Eternal Life became incorporate with h manity,
and remaing a fountain of regenerative power to
"as many asreceive Him". Where it is sajd that
the subject of the entire Apostolic announcement
ie "the Word of Life".

Her_ecgfw_mnmghﬂmh
historic Christ. The tense points to the definite
historical act, the Incarnation, by which Eternal
Life was communicated to humanity.

The life that was manifested in His .
Incarnation and that is given to men through Him
js no other than that which He had as the
pre-incarnate Wara~35f§§§’€€€?§é1 fellowship

We proceed next to the teaching of the
Epistle regarding the communication of this Life
to men. (a2) __The pecessity of Regeneration is
ﬂgndamegtalS:;L;§gﬂ which consiste in union
Wwith God - which is nothing else than participation
in the Divine Nature - is not inherent in man
aes he is naturally congtituted. The.state of
every man is a priori that 5T death, of spiritual
separation from God. The recognition of their
present state as one of Life is heightened by
the remembrance of s former state which they
now gee to have been one of Death.

It implies not only that salvation - Life -
has its ultimate origin in God, but that its
communication, by whatgoever means, is directly
and wholly Hig act. '

It is not the product of man's own
character, but of the new life imparted to him.
Death cannot make response to life.

The same Holy Ghost who was the author of
the Incarnation, who begat the full Life of God in
the humanity of Jesus, is now given by Him to men
to beget and foster in them the =ame Life that
is in Him.

Those who are "begotten of God" are the
"ohildren of God". The fact that the nature
thus communicated hag not as yet reached its
full stature, but containg the promise of a

Phadtedleie e

“Fatiure and glorious development, We are
children of God, but what it fully is to be
children of God is not yet made manifest,

It is,the surpassing dignity thus bestowed
upon us, the sublimity, beyond all understanding,
of the privilege, that first calls forth the
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Apostle's exclamation of amazement. That we
should be called children of God It gignifies
the new life-principle whic Tormative .~
element of the "new man", It is the divine
Divine germ that enfolds in itself all the
potencies of 'what we shall be, the last
perfection of the redeemed and glorified
children of God.

This abides in him who hag received it, 2 5.0
It stamps 1ts own character upon human life,
and determines its whole development,

This life, creates a family-fellowship at
once human and Divine. It is realized in the
actual Christian community, and there only.

But there spurious elements may intude themselves;
as it proved when schism reveals those who,

though they have belonged to the external
organisation, have never been genuinely

partakers of its life, Only among who walk

in the same Light of God does true fellowship
exist.

But this human relationship grows out of a
Divine,

occurs some forty times in the
Fourth Gospel, Its use to express the fact
of God's {or Christ's mystical union with
His people is peculiar to St. John) .

Vine and the branches. The vitalising
union by which the influx of D1V1ne Life
is maintained in those who are begotten
of God, congists in two activities, not
identical, not separable, but reciprocal -
God's abiding in us, and our abiding in Him.
These are two distinct actions, Divine and
human.

The "abiding" of God in us is the
continuous and progressive action of that
same self-reproducing-energy of the Divine
nature of the initial act of which is the
Divine Begetting. By the same power and
mode of Divine action Life is originated and
gustained. The Divine Begetting, the
Divine Nature is permanently 1mparted to the
children of God ("His" i, e. God's "seed
abideth in him").




The branches of a tree are actually children
of the tree. Structurally, a branch is a smaller
tree rooted ina larger. Even a single=leaf with
its stalk is simply a miniature tree, exactly
resembling what the parent tree was in its first
stage of growth, except that it derives its
sustenance from the parent tree instead of
from the soil. Fellowship of vines possessing
a common life, It is the sap of the parent vine
that vitaliges all the branches. So does the
Life of God vitalise him in whom He abides,
sustaining and fostering in him those energies -
Righteousness, love and Truth, - which are the Divine
nature itsgelf, The language used is in no sense
or degree figurative.

But this sbiding of God in us has as its
necessary counterpart our abiding in Him. Yet
not so that the human activity is a mere
automatic product of the Divine. We can invite
or reject the Divine Presence; keep within or
avoid the sphere of Divine influence; open or
obstruct the channels through which the Divine
Life may flow into ours. Hence, "abiding in God"
is made a subject of instruction and imperative
exhortation. And when the word "abide" is thus
uged, the idea of persistence or steddfast purpose,
which is inherent in it, comes into view. As the
abiding of God in us is the persistent and purposeful
action by which the Divine nature influences ours, 80
our abiding in God is the persistent and purposeful
submission of ourselves to that action, The only
means of doing this which the Epistle expressly
emphasises is steadfast retention of and adherence
to the truthas it is announced in the Apostolic
Gospel {ef. John 8:31) and as it is witnessed by
the Spirit. Yet, although "keeping God's
commandments,” "abiding in love,’ and "econfessing"
Christ are exhibited primarily as the requisite
effects and tests of our abiding in God, these
effects become in their turn means.

What ie this Life? The Apostle says only
that God, the true God revealed in Christ, is
Eternal Life. And only this can be the
ultimate definition.

Eternal Life is the Divine nature reproducing
itself in human nature; is the energy of the
Spirit of God, of the Father and of the Son, in
the spiritual nature of man,




~6-

It implies a renewal of nature. The very
capacity of response to these is required., The
chord in man's moral nature that responds to
Christ and to the truths and motives of His
gospel ig silent, is broken., It must be restrung;
and it is restrung in those who are "begotten of
the Spirit," Only by this direct Divine agency
is a renewal of the "moral temper," a "radical
change of mind," effected, Character is renewed,
not as in other religions and ethical systems,
by the sole influence of new truths and motives,
but by the renewal of the soul, the moral nature
itgelf.

But the Divine Begetting is the renewal of the moral
nature. The children of God are distinguished by
no superhuman deeds or capacitieg. Instead of
walking in darkness they walk in the Light; instead
of doing sin they do righteousness; inastead of
hating they love; instead of denying, they
confess Jesus as the Divine, and seek Lo walk
even as He walked, and to purify themselves as He
is pure. But these things they do because their
moral nature has been renewed. The winesgkin,
so to say, remains the game, but is filled with
new wine, No new faculty is created, but
every faculty becomes the organ of a new moral
life.

The life communicated is a new moral life;
a life which is manifested in a new view of sin and
righteousnesgs; in a new view of Chrigt and of
God; in new desire and power to do the Will of God,
tc love one another and to conquer the world.




