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UTHORSHIP: John the Apostle S .
1. Traditional position--Polycarp, Irenaeus, Clement of Ale.
2.Internal evidence.
(1) He claims to have been a physical wltness to the Word
of Life.: '
'EE) He speaks with an apostolic authorlty.
%) The comtemplative mystical note sounds like John.

PLACE AND DATE OF WRITING.

1. Place: John spent the -last days of his 1ife in Ephesus;
here he probably wrote I John.

2, Date: 90-95--late in his 1ife.
El The sssumed mature experience of the readers.
2 The long established personal relations between readers
and writer.
(5; The father-child relstionship in the letter.
(4} The well-developed heresy of Gnosticlsm.

OCCASION AND PURPOSE

1. Occasion

Grnostic Cerinthus sald that Jesus wag physlcal son of
Joseph end the "Christ! came upon him at the baptlsm snd left
him at the cross.

Gnsoticism:popular Torm of Graeco-Roman philosophy. It was
duslistic. Matter was essentially evil and spirit was
essentially good. This resulbed in a denial of the humanity o
Jesus. The supreme emphasis was knowledge. Salvation was
attained by lknowing theories, rather than by trusting a person

2. Purposse
(1) Polemical: against the theory of Cerinthus as to the
Person of Christ; and to set forth the true view of Christ.

(2) Religious--to set forth some of the fundamental truths
of Christianity.

DESTINATION OF THE LETTER

Intended for the churches ol #sia Minor.

V. CHARACTERISTISS OF THE LETTER

VI.

1., Encyclical--meant Tor many churches.

2. Polemical

%, Homiletical

4., Simple in its vocabulary and profound in 1ts truth.
5, Intuitional rather than logical.

6, Makes great use of contrast,

7. lMakes great uses of strong emphatlc terms.

8. Makes greal use of repitition and parallelism,

ANALYSIS
It develops in clusgters around significant thoughts, such as

righteousness, truth, regeneration, love and assurance.
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PROLOGUE TO TEHE EPISTLE 1:1-%

1. JONTRAST WITH PROLOGUE EQ.THE GOSFEL.
7. Gospel emphasls on Divine nature.
2. Eplstle emphadls on Human natureé.

11, THE THEME: \ WORD OF LIFE- applied to Christ.
Y= ey 1,2 R
(1;;£Lannal——“From the beglnning', antedates crsation,
(2) _Humem--seen, hendled, really human.
5., Heard--gar wltness
b, seen--eye witness
=. looked--contemplative witness, scrutinlze closely.
d. EHEandled--touch witness.
g
2.,fEnonlam&%ieﬁ-eﬂ—$hsﬂM©$dﬂ—verse 34

”Dggl@re” 1a the main verb; present tenge--the continuous
neture of this declaration.

(l) The anﬂ amatinns et yoll.may Whave Tellow
_ship with us.

(2) Meaning of rellowship: sharing togetler 471 -4 COMMON
parfhership. Foints=Telloughipi itk the rather snd 800«

z,  Wrltten Proclamation of the Word--verse 4.
e write.! Purposet.lthed—Feus--oy-Iar be full.l-

MAIN BODY OF BPISTLE
7. RYGHTEOUSNESS--1:5-2111

1. Righteousness conditions our fellowshlp with God. 1:6-21:2
(1) Charscter of God demands righteousness for fellowshlp
God is light: moral, holiness.
(2) Character ot man demancs righteousness for fellowship
6,8, He habitually walks in darkness.
a. The olaim to fallowsnip Genled by impure living.
a1k is present tense-~hebitual practice.

b. Denial of the principle o gin--verse . NoO
ginfal nsature.
(a) Such a man 18 gelr-decelved--Goes not know
himse ll.
(@) The truth nOT 1in nim--the truth es it is in
christ--he is noi 2 Christiesn.

(%) The provislon oI God enables to fellowship-vs. 7,9,
2:1,2.
a. Through cleansing in the blood of Christ.

(a) The condition of cleansingswalking ln the
light. Continuous sotion--the purity of
1ife 1s not only & result but also a condlit

(b) The nature of the cleansingt: continous and
complete.

(c) By-product end proof of cleansing? Tellowsk
gmong bellevel'S.
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1. Through Forgiveness of Bin
(a) fondition; "if we confess'--customary habit.
(b) Surety of forglveness: faithful and righteous-
faithful to Hils word--ohrist end cross.
Righteous: not only condemns but redeems.
(o)} The ac-omplishmeat of forglveness: clesnsing.

¢. Through the Tntercesaion of “hrist--2:1,2
(s) The ideal: do not sin
(b) Reality: and if eny sin.
(c) Nature of the intercession: advocate--one
called aloneside to help end defend.
(4) Qualificationsg:
i, Wita the wather--face to face
11, The righteous One~~-Character.

d, Tarough the Propitiary work of Christ.
(s) To render favoreble--the offering that makes
God favorable Lo mal.
(p) Universallty of the Propitiation: the whole
world.

2., Righteousnesgs Conditions Knowledge of God. 213=6

(13 The claim: I know

(2) The evidence--verse 3--He keeps his commandments;
1ives obedlently, folows his will; perfecis His
love.

PREACHING IDEAS IN THE PASSAGE

Fellowship

1.

Founded on facts of Gospel.

o, With Father ant Son

%, With One snother

J, Demasnds a life of holiness

5, DBrings a deepening sense 07 gin.

6. Demands renewed confession of sin

7. Brings continual cleansing

&, OUrestes desire to bring others into this fellowship
8in and the Christlan

The message of the Preacher

1. TFrom God

2, Centers in Christ

%, Purposed to bring men 1nto fellowship with God.
Assurance

Pergon of Christ

1.
2

Deacribed as the Word of Life
Revealed as to His nature

(1) Eternal

{2) Divine

() Menifested, human
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THE PIRST EPISTLE OF JOHN & 2 Pre P
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1:1
f%ﬂvﬂufféﬂXﬁB "That which wes from beginning..."

(1) Beginning, origin in the spsolute sense--from the very begin~
ning.

> -

(2) MY not576+4'0 ,came into belng. It was already existing when

the succession of 1life began. (Vviticent) —
_

(3) "From the beginning--" It 1s here contrasted with "in the
peginning.” The difference ig that by the words, "in the
beginning," the writer places himgelf at the inltial polnt

of creation, and looking back into eternity, descrlbes that
which was already in existence when creation be gan. "The Word
wag in the beginning.'" In the words, "from the beginning' the
writer looks back to the initial point of time, and describes
what has been in exlstence from that polnt onward, Thus,

Win the beginning," cheracterlzes the absolute Divine Word as

e was before the foundation of tue world. Trom the beginnin

characterizes His development in time. (Vindent) '

(4) The similarity Lo the opening of the Gogpel is manifest: ut
the thought 1is somewhat airferent. Therg 0 ig b
Ww—@w herE tnatb the Word existeds
D6 2 ] The meaning of beginning must alvays

depend upon the context. Hlere it is explained by "wag with

the Father" in verse 2, It does not mean the beginning of

the Gospel, or even of the worid, but a beginning prior to

that. It 18 equivalent to "from all eternity.”
(Cambridge)

(5) The Logos alreedy was when time began. I "was" ere it "was
manifested.” (E.G.T.)

: (6) Whay the five neuters {(1=3 ne neute an_the
flagculine would, namel dditlo pacn.all that

the person was and 1s and ever Wi . (Lenski)

<

0 ﬁklpﬁﬂgf&&v' "Whnich we have heard” (Perfect Active Tndicatl
1st person, plural of dxov v

(1) The use of the perfect tense! denotes action "absolutely past
which lasts on in 1its effects.” This implies past, pregsent,
and future. Past act, presont effects, and fubure consequeénc
Topr tomorrows present l1s today's fubure. e heard Him, it

1g gtill ringing in our €ars, and we will never forget 1t.

(2} With this clause we pass fpom eternity into time. The first
clause refers to somethlng prior %o cpeation. Here both cres
end the Incarmatlon have taken place. (Cambridge )
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1:1
(%) How they were able to do this verse 2 tells us twices He was
manifested, He was Tncarnated, the LOZOS be came flesh and
tented among Us. (Lenskil)
(4) Literally of sensé perception., It 1s possible to hear and
yet not to hear. Matt. 13113, (& & G)
(5) Some men We forget in a moment, ng~Qh£;§§l§ megsage has a
;g%gg%gggg effect upon those Who he nderstande- a8
a Ng resulis.
<
g&a@ikayeWWhich we have seen.' (Perfect, Aotive, Ind., 1lst, plure
of CpaLy
(1) Widened in a seénse to mean, i experience,” Luke 3116,
(souter) —_—
(2) Figure of mental and apiritual perception--o understand.
(4 & G)
(3) Not hearsays, but the testimony of eye-wltnesses. (E ¢ T)
(4) "With our eyes " : tne diprecth, personal experiaicy
in e marve lous matier. (Vincent)
(5) "With our eye" 1s adced for emphag;;uf—mhe_ﬁnostle would have

i 2

(1)

(2)

(%)

(4)

bye know tha tgee! jg np flgure o spéech.;mmeﬂmLﬁmgmﬁssign
of e 1iteral fact. { Cambridge) B

4
ééé%mffﬁwghPWhich we beheld" (Aoxist Active, Ind., 1st., plural o

Pedypat

See, benold, with physical eyes, but in such a way that a
supernatural impression is gained. (John sees the dove and
also becomes aware that it is the Spirit, Jomm 1:%33. In
Jomn 1:l4-"We saw the person and work of Christ snd perceived
17 them the Divine glory.) (A & G)

A gpectacle which broke on our astonlshed vislon. The scems
%o be t?e force of the transition from perfect to aorist.
EGT

The word suggests a steads 1 deliberate on. John
mey DE ing of @ special occasion. (N I C)

Meking the historical manifestation to specilal witnesses. \
The word denotes calm, continuous contemplation of an object
which remains before the gpectatot. (Vincent)



1:1

g !
(v) Note on the diffeyrence between épaﬂml and éﬁz@q}&ﬂt..

v

opairJ  denotes a physical act, bub emphasizes the mental
d1scernment accompanying 1§L_E%§_22122§_§9_Lhe regult rather
fhan Lhe act. Ceccou sl ;gﬁgﬁg;gg_yith o view bo satilsfyinZ

the eye, while §£ﬁ,ujis peholdlng more oritically—with-an
ard epiritual oy mentd inters ] g a, and

with & vie BqUITe knowledge about 1t. (VinEent)

Qéwuf‘ch woulé be usedes of & general ofricially reviewing
or inspecting an army; PeasBat of a lay spectator looking
at the parade. (Thayer)

(6) "“Beheld" implies & geliberate and perhaps pleasurable slght.
We can hear and Bsee€ without intending +o do soj but we can
scarcely behold and hendle unintentionally. (Cambridge)

(7) "We did actually behold.” As the perfect stresses the con-
tinuling effect, 80 the aorist stresses the actuallity.
(Lenski)

~ 4 s :F: L2 2 3 4 .
ko AEL ,Xégﬁﬁivﬁ”*” eq”Aaﬁ%ﬁﬂAnd our hands have handled."”
/ (Aor. Pass. Ind., Zrd, plural of
n i/\&/gﬁc{ o, .

(1) Feel aboutafof, grope after, handle. (A & G)

(2) The word is used of the fumbli of & ind man in Gon.

57512, —E ' '

(z) "Handle" geemd 1o be a 6igggﬁgmiﬁﬂxﬁgg_ﬁg,ihs_ngiHdgmaﬂded
Thomas and oliered Lo the othe cipleg, No greater

prod 1 5 5 Dody before and after the Resurs
rection could be gilven. (Cambridge)

(4) It occurs ln the O.T. {Deut. 28:29; Job 5ilh; 12:25) of aropl
in the dark. Now thaet the etermal Logos has heen manifested,
we no longey fumble in the dark, feeling after God; in Christ

we have grasped hold of reality. (N I C)

‘WGPEggfgiﬁf v "oonceyning the Word of Life."”

(1)'F€ﬂ3 poot mesning; around. With the genetive caseé! about,
doncerning--implies general relationships. (D & M)

!

(2)"Tb9/\9771U of a statement of detinite content, declaration~-
of revelation by God: &« God's word, command, commisssion.
b. The Divineé revelation through Christ and His messengers,
the Christlan nessage, the Gospel.




(3)

()

(5)

(6)
1)

(e)

b

The Logos: it 1s the distinctive teaching of the Fourth
Gospel that this Bivine 'Word' took on humen form in a :
nistorical person, that 1s, in Jesus. "There 1is one God who
has revealed Himself through Jesus rhpist Hls Son, who ig the
Word preceding from gilence.” (A & @)

w s used of 1ife in the physical sense; means of
susienancs, 1ivlihood., It 18 uged of the gupernatural life
pelonging to God and Christ, whicn the bellevers will recelve
%n the)future but wilch they also enjoy here and NnowW.

A &G

This is the second person of the Goghead who is called the
iyord" because He 1s the complete and final revelator of the
WiTT—ondtTE thought Of oo, Life==18 the Givine easenca

nts o 1ts personality and activity. He wno "is the
lifter &ternal and in eLernicy was manifested as L%g_ﬁg@ner
of Life to us who were dead in our sinf. {Lenski

Gepnitive with & preposition—-the preposition is strongly in
fevor of "Word", l.e. the personal Logos, rathsr than

"yword," i.e. doctrine. The "Word" means the BSon of God, in
whom had been hidden from 511 eternity all that God had 1o
gay to man, and who is the living expresalon of the nature
and will of God. But of the two terms, Word and Life, the
latter is here the emphatic one as shown by verse 2, and ©Y
ghe fact that 'the Life' is ons Of the main toplcs of the
epistle, wnereas 'the Word 1s notb mentioned agalin. The Word
which is the Life isg the meanling. Christ 1s at once the Word
of God and the 1life ol men. (cambridge)

The Word who gives 1life. (B G T)

1e is toe Logos WNO 38 the Life anc who commnunicate
believers the fulness of the 1ife eternal.

Logos 19, first of all, & collecting or collention both of
things in the mind, and of words by which they are expressed.
T+ therefore signifies both the outward form by which the in-
ward thought 1is expressed, ané the Inward thought iteelf. In
Tomn the Word is the Revealer and interpreter of the hidéen
peing of God; the preflection and the visible image of God; an
the organ of all His manifestations to the world. The phrase
tthe Word of Llfe' occurs nowhere else 1in the New Tegtament.
111fe expresses the nature of the Word. (Vincent)

Translation of verse ones "Phat which was already existing from
the very beginning, which we have heard, and conbinue to hear,
which we saw with our cyes with the result that we ned a continull
gpiritual percepbion snd experience, which we deliberately and
steadfastly gazed upon ., which our hends actually handled ané
investigated as & blind men groping in the dark--concerning the
Word which is the Life and which gives Life."



1:2

oo~ i \ 2 , . |
KaLly EWH'GMfﬁvﬁvaé%q “and the 1ife was manitested” (horist

(1)

(2)

()
(4)

(1)

"
Nl

passive, Ind., 3ré, sing. of

E({eveal3 make krnown, show--pagslive? become visible, be revealed.
A&G

Corresponding with Mehe Word was made flesh.”" John 1:l4.

. The two phrases, howevel, present different aspects oF the same

truth. 'The Word becams flegh', contemplates gimply the
higtoric .fact of tpoarnation. ' The Lifs manifested,' sets
ropth the unfolding of that fact in the various operations
of life., The one denotes the objective process of the
incarnation as such, the other the result of that process
related to human capacity of receiving and understending it.
The manifestation of life was & regult of the incarnaticn of
the Word, but it 1s not co-extenaive with 1t. (Vincent)

Became such that He could be known by men. (cambridge)

Verse 2 1s & parenthesis reiterating thne assurance of the
reality of the manifestation. The Apostle heaps assurance
upon agsurance With elaborate emphasis. (cambridee )

The aprist states the paat fact. The verb includes the whole
manifestaticon from the incarnation to the agscension but =
eapeclally from he baptism until the ascension, the time

the Apostles beield His glory. (Lenski)

N 2 7
KA €lpfmagicy hnd We have seen.' (See under vs. 1)

This is the result of the manlfestation: the Divine 1ifs has
hecome perceptible by the senses. (cambridge )

oy the second time John s88yS Wopd we have seen' and lets
this one verb sufflce; he uses the perfect to indicate the &X
tent of their seeing the manifestation. (Lenski)

K&ljua¢71y@ﬁzugv "And we are testilfying." (Present, act, Ind.

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

1gt plural of

)

Bear witness, confirm, testify,speak well of, approve--testiz
of Jesus. (& & G)

According to the Lord's parting charge. (E G T)
One of John's characteristic words. (Vincent)

Tegtimony to the truth with a view 1o producing belief in th
tpruth, on which eternal 1life depends. (Cambridge )



(5)

Not for themselves slone have they seen, but they have seen
a8 witnesses who aré ever to testify and declare what they
pave seen. {Lensii)

hY —
ajniyVéXX%uévC%uv”And we are declaring to you." (Pre§ent

(Active, Ind. 1s8%, P, of
Report, 2nnounce, proclain. (A & G)

With prepositionJaﬁTb the emphasls is oOn the source of the
me Ssage . (Vaughn)

The message comes from God. (Vincent)

Obgerve the note of wonder in the Apostle's language. Speech
fails him. ¢ labours ifor expression, adding de finitlon to
definition. (B G T)

Three ideas in the Apostolic message: lave gegn--hear witness
show-- experience, tesbimony, apnouncement. (Vincent)

ST ST S 3/ ,
v htony Y Alivve s YThe 1ife the sternal.”

(1)
(2)

(3}

(&)

(1)

Without beginning or endj of God. (o & G)

The life, even the eternal 1ife.a43uva5eternal, degeribes
the life in its quality of not belng measured by time, &
lerger idea then that of mere duraticn. (Vincent)

Here both "the Life" and viphe 1ife, the eternal one,'" have ths
article-of previous reference whlch refars back 1o "the Logos
of the Life," ©Still mors decisive is the relative--"who as
such wase with tae Pather."' He adds "eternal’ because he want
us to understand that Christ the I4fe was a persion whoge dis-
tinctive quality it ig that He was with the TFether even in al
eternity. (Lenskl)

The repetition of the aefinite article enphasizing the two
jdeas of "life" and "gternal."
(N, I. C. )

john's "eternal 11ife" has nothing to do with time, but depend
upon our relation to Jesus christ. Eternal 1ife cen e possc
ed in this world, (cambridge)

(( I :
T v ﬁpés 7%uf7rﬂ7%QuL "Who was with the TotheRe

/

"Which was indeed with the Father'—-it 1s not the simple but-
compound relative, denoting that what follows is a gpeclal
sttribute; "which was Buch as to be with the rather."

e

"With the Father," indicates +he dlstinct Personallity of the

WA et W%Ei~ﬁiﬁhnme with, face to face wilh the Father. |
(Cambridgs —
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.y
(2) TOFs ~-the face to faca wrenoaltionemployed for living relatlon-
‘ships, intimate converse. (Lenski)

¢
(3) WVVU --not the simple relative,wl, which, but defining the
quality of 1ife and having at the same time a kind of conflrma-
fory and explanatory force of the word 'eternal;' geeing
that it was a 1ife divine in 1its nature--"¥With the Father'--

Ame——

Snd therefore independent of temporal conditions. (Vincent)

\ 1 /
(&) 7¥ﬂ%'79v'ﬁ71Téﬁfb -In active .

ather. The 1ife came forth from the Tather and was manifested
¥5en, but to the end that 1t might take men unto itselfm and
unite them with the Father. The life eternally tended to the
Father, even as 1t eminated from Him. The menifestation of
1ife to men was a revelation of 1life, as, first of all and
beyond all, centering in God. Hence, though life, abstractly,
peturns to God, as it proceeeds from God, 1t returns bearing
the redemmed world in its bosom. (Vincent)

(5) The preposition of motion with the verh of repose involves
oternity of relation with activity and 1ife. (Coler idge)

(6) 7TQ§S With the accusative--1l. of place, towardg. 2. in
company with someone. (A & G)

s b
J{pL €9£ﬁvﬁdkjégﬁ MUV "And was menifested to us.”

Thg_manifestation_uou1d ve 1ittle to us, if we had no ghare 1ln
1t. PBut that Being who was from all eternity with the Father, nas
~“Fzen mede known and has been mede known to us. (Cambridge)

Translation of verss twoi "And the life was rade known, and wWe

sow 1t with the aebiding result that we atill see 1it, and we are
sontinually testifying (concerning Jesus) and are continually
reporting to you the 1life which is eternal which was at home wlth
the Tather in personal comrunion and fellowship from all eternity,

and was mede visible and known 1O us."

133 ef / 5 A s ’ / )\)\
O ELUpan apEV Kal QRN WOMPEY, O Y EANDIEY
A -~ )
Kt ypLv "That which we have seen and
heard we are declaring to you also0." (See above v. 1)

(1) Jonh continues as he began in verse 1. But this is not mere
repetition for tne sake of emphasgis. The repetition i8 now
$111uminated by sll that verse 2 adds. All that verse 1 conve
is thus revealed in verse 3. (Lensaki)

(2) kal Uy&éts "vou also," who have not seen Jesus. (EaT)

(3) Hal vaty , 1t is we who are described; we that are pointed
out, who have not seen snd heard Jesus as contrasted with the
eye-witnesses. (Vincent)
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(4) 1In verse 1, he 18 thinking malnly of what he has toO declare;

in verse 5, ne 1is thinking mainly of why he declares this.
(Cambridge)

c’ \ ( - ; [} y 2 f ; —
(VL Y BES Y Koo iwviay exnTe "1y order that you also might

Q’ Vi AL l/
}A%mxel%ellowship with us.” (FPresent, Act., Subj., 2, plural.)

(1) Assoclation, communion, fellowship, close relationship.
Particivation, sharing in something. Fhil. %:10-"gharing in
nis suffering.” (A & @)

(2) Uged of fellowship with persons almost always. John's :
conception of the Churchs each member of 1t pos8esses the Son,
amd through Him the Father; and +hig comnon poggession glves

communion with all members a3 well as with the Divine Persons.
(cambridge)

(3) This word introduces us to one of tne mailn thoughts of the
Epistle. The true 1ife in man, which comeg bthrough acceplbance
of Jesus as the Son of God, congists in fellowship with God

gnd mgn. The word denotes a common interest. It comes from

kouvoss common--—:a relation between,individuals which involves
s ComMon interest and & mutual, active participation in thatb

interest and in each other. fooperation 4n the widest gense;
participation in sympathy, suffering, and labor. (Vincent)

(4} Not merely knowledge through hearsay of what the Apostles had
known as aye-wltnesses, put cersonal snd direct communion with
the Living Lord. (E G )

(5) It may have some refeprence 1o sharing worldly good s which
marked the church in the early days. God shares all the good
things of His grace with those who are His through vital unlo

with Christ. Splvetion leads them to a personal posgession
of all that God means them to have and enjoy. This sharing
?f His)life-commits the child of God to a 1life of holiness,
¥ IcC

q
(V. introduces adverbiasl clausé of purpose--in order that.
(Vaughn)

v . RPN « i -~ \
kat ¥ [ irve & ¢ ) J'}] }‘Lf—r?-.gﬂ“ﬁl‘*&’“ TOU TTATNES
| at ETa T pl iV qvrov Thoeod Xfccffﬁf?- { |
And the fellowsinlp, moreovey, of ours id with the Father alx
with Lits Son Jesus Christ.”

(1) MBETO with-With genative; in company with someone-—to denote
%he gompany in which an experilence or an activity takes plac
A&G

(2) Note the repeated preposition,‘:bkéTﬂ\L . with, distingushing tb
: two persong and coordinating the fellowship with the Father
%nd with the Son, thus implying sameness of egsence.
ﬁfﬂnWUWﬁ-géﬂfq“m&Tépd., The fellowship, that which is ours—-
possesslve pronoun, indicating fgllowship as & distinguishir
mark of ristisns rather than as merely something enjoyed 1t
them. (Vincent)
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(%) Kaﬁ_ adds thls, Jé marks it as peing snother point. There
ia no fellowshlp with “the Fatber only--Father and the Som.
Apart from Jesus Christ no man is in fellowship with God.

(Lenski)

(4) There 1s a gracious copgtraint on all who know this ble szed
fellowship to bring others into it. (£ ¢ T)

. ) \ ) i ) It ¢
Lid ,\5(\1, 74 U7 w/)agﬁ@i&él/ ’i)rLLélL-j (Ve 9
" 7T57ﬂxwh9“@uéVq

#and these things we are writing in order that our joy may be
£1lled."”

X &di A JLTY

(1) Christlans should long for fulness of joy, so that they mnay
have not just a ardp or two in the bottom of the cup but may
have & cup thal runs over. (N I C)

(2) He states the PUYPOSE . Both "write' and nge" are emphatlc.
It is & permament negsage which 1 gent, and 11 s sent by
Apostolic authority. That your Joy mey be mede full and

pemain so. The joy is thai serene happiness which is the
result of conscious uanlon with God and ood men, and a
consclous posseasion of eternal life. Sambridge

FIRST MAIN DIVISION OF TiE EPISTLE

1:5

(1) Light, that 11luminates the spirit and soul of men, ls genera
the element in which the redeemed perscn 1ives, rich in bless
ings without and wilthin. Used of Messenianlc galvation,

the Gospel. (& & @) '

(2) The being of God is always viewed from ope angle becauge our
finlte minds capnot take 1n the whole of God with one mental
graSp.(Lenski)

(3) & statment of the absolute nature of God. Not a light, not
the light, but God IS light, in His very nature. Physically
1t represents glory; intellectually, tpruth; morally, holines

Tn the 01d Testament, 1ight is often The medium of God's
visible menifestatlion to mel. It was the first manifestatlcs
of God in creation. (Vincent)

(4) "No darkness at all."” The denlal 18 very strong, the negat]
heing doubled in the Greelk; nona whatever, nonc at all. -
Moral darkness--sin and error. John is laying the foundalo

of Christian ethics, of which the very fipst principle is ¥
there is a God wno inteliectually, morally, and apiritually
is light. (Cambridge)

1:6
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1:6

(1) Walk expresses not merely action, but hebltual action. A
1ife in foral darkness cen no more nhave communion with God
than a 1life in & coal pit cen have communion with the sun.

(Cambridge)

(2) Not merely must we know the truth, oOr understand the truth, or
gpeak the truth; we must DO the truth. Tyuth exXpresses that
which is highest, most completely in conformity with the

nature and will of God, in any gphere of being. (Vincent)

(%) The life of practical godliness 1s expected of US. We may
say that we nwave fellowshlp with God, but no amount of Tair
?peech)will make up for the want of such prectical godliness.

NTIC

137

(1) To make steady progress in the 11fe of conformity 1o the
pevenled will of God, who is light. (N I ¢)

(2) To walk in the Jight is above ell to believe the light, the
truth, and then aiso to obey it in word and in deed. What is
in the soul will becomc manifest 1in the conduch; +his 18 nob ¢

mere claim that contradicts open evidence. (lenski)

(3) Tellowship with,God‘exhibits gnd proves iteelf by fellowship
with Christlians. (Vincent

(4) nleanseth-Note the present tense-~whet goe8 on conbinually.
(Gambrdige)

(5) The blood menas the 1life freely given, rpeely sacrificed
as en atonement for sin. (W I GT

1:8

(1) Digtingusih Yto have no sin,” and 'have not sinned,"”
corresponding to the sinful principls and 1its manifestation
in specific actse. Deceives: lead astray. (E ¢ T)

(2) The truth: the whole Gospel. ALl preality is in God.
(Vincent)

(3) John is dealing with the heresy of perfectionism. He is
dealing with indwelllng or original sin. No one who really
understands the exachbing requirements of God's law can evel

think of himself as slnless. (8 1 2)

(4) We do for ourselves, what Satan the arch-decelver endeavors
do for us., The tyuth 1s not 1n us vecsuse we are in an atm
phere of gelf-made Garkness which shuts the truth out.

(Cambridge)



1:9
(1)

1:10
(1)

(2)

()

Aol

(4)

211
(1)

(3)

2132
(1)
(2)

11w

The confesslon of the particulal gins which we have committed
1g o guarantee of sincerdity. @God 18 faithful to His promise
to ug. He keeps His promise of mercy vwithoub losing His
character of righteousness and justice. ( cambridge

Genuine, wholehearted confession,involves forsaking of that
sin. The confession 18 to God. (N T C

Confess--to say the same thing as snother-~-to admit the truth
of an accusabion. The plural noins' indicates thatb the
confession is o be specific as8 well as general.

(Vincent)

He would be unrighteous 17 He broke His promlise ratified by
the blood of Jesus. (E ¢ T)

Perfectionlsm hag two causess 1. the atifling of consclience;

5, Ignorance of Hls word. T aT)

3ip~--commibted ains; sin regarded &8 af ect. Word: the Divins
me S s8age . (Vincent)

Perfect tense: present regult of past actiont we may claln
%hat W? are in the cond.ition of having avolded acts of sin.
N Io

God's revelatlon of Himself has no home 1n our hearbs.
(cambridge)

Advocates one gummoned to the gide of another especlally to
agrve as his helper, gpokesmen, O intercessor.
(Uambridge)

God is not merely judge, He 1s the Father and our havocale
1g with tue Father, alwWeys st home with Him. (N I C)

By the "we have' John essumes the possibllity of sinful acte
on the part of thristisns, and of himself in commoll with the
and thelr commomn need of the sntervenion of the Divine
Advocate, (Vincent

Propitiation: the means of appeasing. (Vincent)

our Advocate does not plead that We are innocent or gdducse
extenuating ciprcumgtances. He acknowledges our guilt and
presents His vicarious work as the ground of our agquittal.
(£ ¢ T)
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(%) Mot Christ has sroviied the propitistion, or nes ofrered 1t,
but He I3 the propltiation. He 418 high priest, gliter and
apcrifice all in one. (¥ 1 6)

(4) Thig condltion of things 1s perpetual; 11 is not something whic

took place once for all long ago. (combridge)

(1) Xnow: Progressive wnowledge gained DY experience. Divorced
from holiness of life, no enlightenment can be a knowledge of
‘God. There ls only one Way of proving thal we ¥now God, and

thet is by loving obedlience to his will. (cambridge)

(2) ZKeeping the commardments menas beling vigilant and watchful to
discover them and 1o obgerve them stricly--such 18 the force
of the word. (N I C)

(%) Know--percelve; by experience from day to day. (Vincent)

214

(1) The previous stptment is enforced Dy 2 strong statment of the
opposite of 1t. (W I 3)

(2) By the negative which he uses, John states the case as gently
as pomsible, without asserting that any such person exists.
(Cambridge)

1) VWord: a wider exXpresslon ghat commandments, sovering the sum
total of tue revelation of God's will., Obedlence, not
fecling, is the test of love. (Cambridge)

(2) The pedeeming love &T God has reached its end, has attained t
the goal that love had in view, (W I o)

(3} The love which God has made known and which answers to His
nature. (Vincent) ‘

246

(1) We get 1like Him Dy imitating him, end our likeness to Him 18
evidence Lo ourselves and to the world thet we are Hies.
(E & T)

(2) Ought: obligation, put as a Gebt. (Vincent)

{7z} The man who msekes this high claim for himeelf should feel
bound, by an inward obligation springing out of a sense of

snrinite debt to thrist. (N I 5)

(4} He who declares hig position 18 morslly bound to act up to 1
declaration which he has made. (Cambridge)



2:7
(1)

(2)

(2)

2139
(1)

2310

(1)

(2)

(3)

2e1L
(1)

?rom t?e peginaing--from the beginning of your Christian lives.
NIGd

The commandment of 1ove 18 both old and new. 014, because John
resders have had it from the peginning of thek Christian
experelnce. New, becauss, 1n the unfolding of the Christlan
experience, it has daveloped new power, meaning, and obligation
and closer coprespodance with the facts of Christ's life.
(Vincent)

%elove%: about to enjoln love, he begins by Toaving.
EGT

From anotner point of view, it is & new commandment. It 1s a
fact that hatred of one's brother clouds the soul and shuts
out the light. (B G T)

Darkness is nevelr personal; 1t is the reult of the abaence Of
God. (Gambridge)

Again John dwells on B thouzht that gaying 18 not enough;
professlon must be tested Y conduct. He that says he is 1in
the light and hates his brother 1g in reallty in darkness

up to this very moment, though yhe light 1s ahining all aroun
him. (N I ©¢)

Mern fall into Two clagses, those who are in rellowghip with
God, and therefore walk in light and love, and those who are
not in fellowshlp with God, and walk in darkness and hate.
(Vincent)

He says and pernaps thinks that he 1a in the light, but he
%as neger geen the light; 14 has never shone ou him.
EGT

He does not merely catoh glimpses of the light, bub abides 1
%t; th?re 15 nothing in him to trip him and meke him fall.
EGT

Hig home is in the light. Stumbling: sSnars, or trap.

(N I C)

Not that he leads others astray, but that there 1g nothing -

couge himself to £gll; it is hls own dark condition that 1s
contemplated. { sembridge

The darkness 18 his home and the scene of his actlivity.
(Cambridge)
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(2) He has no idea where he is golng and is in the danger every

moment of falling. (N I G)

(3) The blindness 1s no nev atate into which he has comg.

3
(Vincent)

(4) John recognlizes no nefibral attitude hatween love and hatred.

(®aT)



1 John 1:1,2

(1) The things John saw and heard concerned the
Word of Life.

Word - Logos, vrefers to the total concept of
sometning. Christ is the Logog of God in the
cense that He is the total concept of God seen
through 2 human medium, His humanity consisting
of His human body, His human 1imitations, and
His human life lived on earth in the power of
the Spirit.

The definite article is used which indicates
the particular 1ife that God is and which was revealed
in concrete form in the humanity of our Lord.

V. 2 - This 1ife which God is was manifested.
"o make manifest or visible or known what
hag been hidden or unknown.

This life which is jnvisible was made visible
tos the human race tnrough the humanity of our Lord.
We put light which js invisible through & prism,
preak it up into its component parts, and it
pecomes visible. The beauty of the life that
God is, broken up into its various parts such
as love, grace, humility, ete., is seen through
the prism of the human 1life of Christ.

The Incarnation of the Son of God was the
making visible to human understanding, the life
which God is.

Eternal - Since this 1ife is without
beginning it must be uncreated, thus, diety in
its essence.

Life - The absolute fullness of life, both
essential and ethical, which belongs to God.

The ethereal and spiritual gqualities of
thig life which God is, are communicated to the
sinner when the latter places his faith in
Christ as Saviour, and this becomes the new, animating,
energizing, motivating principle which transforms
the experience of that individual, and the saint
thus lives a Christian life,

The message of John i8 that since the believer
is a partaker of this life, it is an apsolute
necessity that he show the ethical and gpiritual
qualities that are part of the essential nature of
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T John 1:1,2, cont'd

of God, in his own life.

If these are entirely absent, John says, that
person is devoid of the 1life of God, and is unsaved.

The ethical and gpiritual qualities of this
1ife were exhibited to the human race in the
earthly life of Christ. His life thus becomes
the pattern of what our lives should bhe in
holiness, gelf-sacrifice, etc.

(Ruest)

(2) .The Apostle sets forth Christ as having come
into human experience from the eternity of the
past. Having been pre-existent He became
manifested.

Heard, seen, beheld, handled - This
expresses a progress of experience in relation
to Christ. It suggests a deepening degree of
intimacy. The perfect tenses signify the abiding
effect of the experiences. The aorist marks the
definiteness of the events referred to in the
personal contact of the Apostle with Christ.

Concerning the Word of Life: This phrase
gives the immediate subject about which John
is writing.

The Word of Life combines the two truths that
He is Himself life and that He imparts it, as the
life (John 1L:6), He is the personal expression
of what God is, the interpreter of His nature
(Cf. Jn 1:18), but as He also Himself said,

He came that they might have life. (Jn 10:10).

Vv, 2 Manifested - This verse expands and
confirmg the statement in v. 1 stressing the
personality of "ine Word of Life.”

(Life became personified in Christ)

Y. 3 - The Life was manifested not merely to
reveal God but to bring the redeemed into relation-
ship with Him, (Vine)

(3) The Gospel emphasizes the diety of Christ while
the epistle emphasizes the humanity of Christ.
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1 John 1:1,2 cont'd

The prologue of the Gospel sets forth the
actual diety regident in humanity and thereby reveal-
ing God to the world. The prologue of the epistle
gets forth diety revealed through actual humanity.

We have geen - The perfect tense gignifies
that the impression still abides. 1t is an cbject
which remains in memory a2 having been literally
geen with the physical eyes.

Looked up - to gorutinize closely - describes
the intentness with which they contemplated him;
emphasizes the thoroughness vwith which he, in
his humanity, was obgerved.

V. 2. The Logos was the active expression and
perceptible manifestation of diety.

v, 3. It is the peliever's privilege to
participate in the plessedness of the divine life
and divine nature. In V. 4 John reveals that he
cannot be fully happy gntil he is sure that the
readerg share hisg conviction of gruth and his
experience of redemption.

(Dana)

(4) hands handled - denotes not the bare handling,
but the exploring use of the hands that tests by

handling.

John asserts the abiding reality of the
audible and vigible manifestation of the eternal
life in Christ. (Actually incarnate - John
gsays it twice).

1 . John witneased the supreme manifestation
of God. The secret of the universe stood unvelled
pefore his eyes, the everlasting fact and truth
of things, 'That which was from the beginning."

The source of gpiritual 1ife to men is that
which was, in the first instance, the source of
natural life to all creatures.

John affirms in the strongest terms possible
the fact that "the eternal was manifested,” that
it took visible, palpable form of flesh and
blood in Jesus, the Son of God (ce. v.7). This
1ife of 1life, the essential offspring of the
diety, became jnecarnate that it might hold
fellowship with men; it was glain, that its
blood might cleanse them from iniguity.
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I John 1:1, 2 con'kd

. God's secret lying deep at the heart of time,
lodged and wrappedup in the world from its
foundatian, till it 'was manifested” in the
Only-begotten., Such was the life coming from
the Father that appeared to the eyes of the
witnesses of Jesus, the one 1ife and love
pervading all things, the source and ground
of finite being.

2 . Jonn asserts the actuality of the
revelation of the life of God in Christ

John feels that the things he declares
demand the strongest evidence. He has not
pbelieved them lightly, and he does not expect
others to believe them lightly.

3 - There is founded upon the fact attested
by John, and derived from the eternal life in
Christ, a divine fellowship for men. v. 3

Po communicate these truths, to see this
fellowship established among men is the
apostle's delight, the business and delight
of all those who share his faith and serve his Master.

If the life manifested in Christ was eternal,
then it is living and real today.

The manifestation of God in Christ makes
fellowship with God possible.
(Findlay)



Notes on 1 dohn 135242

(1) With striking logical accuracy John begins
with the essential nature of God - "God is light".

That light has pbeen.able to search the heart
of man only as it has beemed across Calvary.

Verse & Ope must ignore the character of God

if he ig to suppose that he can persist in a

course of moral corruption and still have fellowship
with God.

There are those actually making the claim
that they lived in fellowship with God, and vet
continued in unrestrained corruption, To have
fellowship with God implies & moral affinity. There
could be no fellowship between rankly different
characters.

There can be no common experieace with the
divine if "we walk in the darkness.

For me to claim fellowship with such perfect
light and live in the darkness of moral corruption,
was a claim false on the face of it. Such a
course of action is obviously self-contradictory,
and out of accord with fundamental truth. John
1aid verse 5 as a premise, and in verse 6 draws
his conclusion.

There must be a spiritual cleansing by
virtue of the atoning work of Jesus before one
ig fitted for that higher fellowship of the
Christian life.

John presupposes that it is possible for
a Christian to attain to a state where it is morally
consistent for him to have fellowship with with
God.

There are two predicates of this moral
affinity.

(l) The firgt is the ecarnest effort of the believer
to walk in the light "as He is in the light,"



- page 2 I John 1:5-2:2

A contrast is drawn here between walking
in the light and being in the light. The believer
walks in the light; God ig in the light. That in
which the believer has a beginning and makes
gradual progress ig an abiding and eternal fact
with God. Walking in the light ig an ideal
toward which the believer striveg; 1t is a
perfect and eternal realization with God.

The glory of the light in which God dwells
may illumine the experience of the believer.

(2) The second predicate for the moral affinity
which offers the basis for fellowship with God
is the cleansing work of Christ.

To John this cleansing work of Christ
provides the consistency in the belliever's
fellowship with God. "Cleangeth' is the
progressive present of description - Jgoes
on constantly cleansing us from all gin," It
is complete cleansing and not sinless perfection
which this verse contemplates.

Verge 9 - If we make a habit of confessing
customary present) our particular transgressions
(the Greek uses the article here)

Have Not Sinned - Note the progress in John's
denunciation of this error. He gaid first it is
© lie to others (V. 6), then it is a lie to one's
celf (v. 8) and finally, it mekes God a liar.

(v. 10). '

Chapter 2

The writer now hastens to cantion his readers
that he is not stressing this inevitable fact
of sin and the privilege of forgiveness to give
them further license for indulgence, bub wishes
to restrain them by assuring them of their

guilt when they do sin, and encourage them with
the consolation that when they do sin, they have
one who will plead their cause with the Father.
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page 3 - 1 John 1:5-2:2

Verse 1. - The objective of Christian experience
Te to be entirely free from sin., However, even
here he still recognizes the inevitable. "If
anyone does sin." The problem of sin must be
settled in the personal experience of each
individual,

If any one sins God is prepared to take care
of the problem.

The ideal to be sought is that no single
one of them shall ever commit any sin. This
should be an ever present, ever thought an
inevitably realized ideal.

Where sin does occur, God hag made adequate
provision for it.

Advocate - "One called alongside to help."

Sin presents a twofold problem: (1) We need a
paraclete to enable us to weather the storm down
here. This need the Holy Spirit supplies (I John
14:16). (2) But sin has also distorted our relation
to God, We need a_paraclete up there to take

care of our interests at the Holy throne of God's
judgment. This service Christ performs, The Holy
Spirit is the earthly paracletesj Jegus is the
heavenly paraclete.

Two qualifications: (1) He is "on equaliby with
the Father.® Such the Greek preposition signifies.
The sinner has one pleading his cauge who can
approach God as an equal, (2) He is "Righteous.”
He stands vindicated. The sinner's advocate is
one who has good sbtanding at court.

(Dana)
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1 John 2:18-27 1 G - He WWW
Verse 18

€a XaTA - last, utmost, extreme —

wpe - an hour; sometimes generally of time;
Veydvag orv = 3 pers. pl. perf 2, ind. of
Come into being.

(1) Last hour - occurs only here in N.T. John uses

Wpa-  , hour, as farking a c;j;jga] season - Jno. 2:4;
4:21;23;5:28., The dominant sense of the expression last days

in the N.T., is fRhat of a period Of suttering and struqagle preéceding
jLJtDEUu;;LiQLﬂLy?:dee neTs 2:17; James 5:3; 1 Pet. 1:20.

Hen the_phrase here does not refer to the end of the world,

but to the period precedingd @ crisis_in the advance of Christ's
Kingdom, a changeful and troublous period, marked by the
E?Eggﬁgggg?gi,"manv antichrists”.

Antichrist - Peculiar to John 1in the N.T. The
%%ggnge of the article shows ite currency as a proper name.
may mean one who stands against Christ, or one who stands
instead of Christ, While the false Christ is merely a
pretender to the messianic office, the antichrist "assails

Christ by proposing to do or to preserve t He di gj
dg_xiggﬁﬁjm. ntichrist, ef, iscone who OPPOSES Christ _in

the guise of ChTigt— —

) ¥
Cometh - €pPXETAC - Tﬁg_ggggﬁggigﬁggg;gg;iﬁggu1va1ent to
is about to come. The same term 1S ised of Christ

- T[Jno. T&4:33 21:22) .
_ (Vincent)

(2) A heresy had arisen in the bosom of the church, a fatal
heresy, a denial of the possibility of the Incarnation, and
therefore of the relation of Fatherhood and sonship between

God and man. QwﬁZUmjﬁﬁi
evmuadslne

. It was an evidence that the Gospel was winning its way.
The era of simple and unquestioning faith in the apostolic
testimony was past, and men were beginning to enquire and reason.
A heresy has the same use in theology as a miﬁiéksﬂ#hlgﬂlhggis
i _science: it Provoxes FThought and leads ©o 2 deeper
understanding. The4hg£gi¥ﬁgggmﬂgggg;ggﬂgglgggligr the church,

The heresy - 1t arose within the church and claimed to be .
an eniightened Christianity.  While calling themselves Christians,

they were actually a versaries of Christ.
Becmne ‘“M" R 2t — T o thain. A 7 .
? o oL A o ol Fave .




Vérse 18 (2)—

Have arisen - in contrast to the true christ who "was 1n the
beginning" {EGT)

Note: Also the contrast with the thought in v. 24 - "That

which you heard from the beginning" with "Have arisen”". One

of the telltale signs of false teaching is _that it is ﬂgﬁ,,é,égmd@k
differing from what we heard "from the heginning." S P

(3) Literally "a last hour." 1t is an eschatological term.
According to the N.T., with the coming of Christ, with His death
and resurrection and ascension, the last period of the world's
history has begun.

The appearance of the antichrists on the scene is a sign
of the beginning of the end, which may or may not be in the
immediate future.

Christians should live as though the day of judgment is
to be tomorrow, or today.
cf. I Jdn. 2:18, 22; 4:33; 2 Jdno. 7

Antichrist: "You heard or him" John says: This was a favorite
tqgig_indgggll~§h£iiii§ﬂmigéghiﬂg. Identified w/ PAUT's

"Man of Lawlessness" (2 Thess. 2:3) proving the personality

of Antichrist.

Frequent in early Christian teaching: Justin Martyr,
Iceanaeus, Tertullian and Jermoe deal frequently with the
subject and all of these take antichrist to be a person.

He is yet to be revealed but has many(for?runners.
NIC

(4) The last hour - Up until Christ's coming in the flesh, the
course of things ran straight towards the end, nearing it by
every step. But now, under the Gospel, it has altered its
divection and runs, not towards the end, but along it, and on

the brink of it; and is at all times near that great event which,
diQﬁiE_rMﬂ_igﬂgggg_izi_ggglg_ggﬂpnce vun into it. Christ, then,
is ever at our doors. ~—"" " " {Bruce)

(5) 1t is in this section (2:18-28) that the crisis whichlﬁiﬁ
called forth this letter comes into clearest view.

Note "the antichrist” (singular) and "many antichrists”
(plural}. The former neometh"; the latter "have already arisen.”
The singular refers to one sEvsonal_embodament of pvil to be

_panifested at the end of _the age._j%g__pj_u_ml_rﬂfers to_those who
embodied the antichristian sSpIVTL and were in a sense forerunners
5T the cschatological antichrist.

e

Robert Law expliains that the Greek preposition anti,
when prefixed to another word, denoted, "not opposition simply,

gut ogposition in the guise of similarity." Antichrist gheg!




Verse 18 : - (3)

sugge i s of Cheist. opnoses
Thrisd- He is_boO vfeit Ehrist and a rival ChrisT,

a uﬁuﬁpgr‘and an adversary. “(Vaughn)
(6) After two brief digressions, John revert i rincipl ﬁJ

Egggiéd:g§g§;¥=g;§§£;mination between the ftru

by mean tests. 0 e moral and so0cia ests which he

wees already expounded (3-11), he now adds his doctrinal

test. e first dra lear distinction bet retics
HWM (18-21) i
WWW
iiﬂggﬁqu against heresy which his reasders already have (24-27).

(Tyndale)

(7) John assures his readers that he is not writing primarily
to teach them the truth, for they are already conversant

with the things of the Kingdom. His desire is to confirm

them in the truth they already know - Qgg@gig;ﬁﬁﬁLjﬂj;Jﬂﬁﬁjﬁﬂill

menanced by error.

Children - walhla - signifies the subordinate
place of the child, the child as an object of instruction and
care. {Dana)

(8) Ihgpggggz_%iﬁhin is always the deadliest. This section

and 4:1-6 are the only two direct —TTacks by the author. His
principle and method should be noticed. The jargest portion of the
book is given to positive expressions about what it means to

be enlightened, to know God, and to walk in truth. Errov

must be canfronted directly but the best confrontation is a
positive presentation of the truth - more positive truth, only

3 few passing and direct blows to error itself. A man is

known by what he emphasizes. (Hendricks

(9) %;A_Eim§§ﬁggﬁn_§gi§%s wdvev | vgo vemain," in v.24-28.
These “antichrists did no remain; they “went out from us." The
erning idea is thus still the fellowship, the wouvwia

99X____#£L_______.__—~%____m_K~T,H,_#_ﬂ_wﬁ, _
with God, which is also the oinonia we avg,wtth one another.

To remain is salvation, to g out Ts damnation. The antichrists
went out and seek to induce us to go out. (Lenski)

(10) Little children - Again he uses the word that suggests fjfﬁk#b
his fatherly authority over them. He hgg&gﬂ;ﬁat his "little
—and long=10V

children® will 1isten to him, their welT-Known a !
teacher d father in the sSpl i ather than to

these heretica cachers, to whom th e indebted for nothing.
\ Conner)

—




(4)

I John 2:18-27

Yerse 19

g/f’,—\

(1) With us a8 P rpe emphasis is on fellowship

rather than on the unity of believers as one body.
(Vincent)

(2} John now describes the relation of this antichristian
teachers to the church. They did not arise in the heathen
world; they were apostate Christians. They had at one time been
members of the church, but only nominal members.

Note the fivefold repetition of nys" as indicating the
Chrsitian church. It was God's will and purpose that these
spurious members should be known as such, that it should be
made clear that they are not, any of them, of us.

— (NIC)

(3) The early Christians recognized antichrist not only in
the enemy who attacked them from without but also the enemy
who seduced them from within.,

To the tests already laid down - the test of obedience
and one test of love - another, the test of perseverance or
continuance, is now introduced. Steadfast persistence 1in
the way of God, without turning aside from it, is inculcated and
commended throughout the Biblical record. As the parable of
the sower teaches, to make a %EECE%gﬂl%[iyﬁlﬂﬁlﬂﬁLjéﬂﬂgt
the 1mgor§gn§#§hiﬂ%£_it is those who aar the word and accept

it and bear fruit," who show E@e genuineness of their profession
I 721'.{,---: Z- g o5

S gl Brje Al Gl S Ay e
The fact that the dissenters had left the aposfﬁ]ic
felloWwship simply showed that at heart they had never belonged
fo 1t. Had they been securely built on the foundation of
eternal 1ife, they would not have been so easily shifted from it.

John is concerned that his readers should not be shakenéj
in their faith by the secession of their former associates.
The seceding group by their action had shown that they were not
true believers at all.

"They went out so that it might be clear that not all in our
company truly belong to it." . (NEB)}

Membership in a Christian society does not always imply
that anehbadongs to the persevering saints.

(Bruce)

(4) They went out from us - It was their own doing, a distinct

secession from our communion: in the Greeks; "from us" comes first

by emphasis. (Note the recurring theme of continuing or
abiding - they didn't continue with the
fellowship and so proves they were not saved.)

1LY

“
?”7(&%‘&
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(5)
Verse 19
Cf Acts 20:30
"gut they were not of us " - Thgx#hgxg_g_igﬁgigg_%%jgip.
The single act of departure (Aorist) is contrasted with e
lasting condition of being nof us" (imperfect). "0f us"

here is exactly analgous to ngf the Father" and "of the worid"
in vs. 16.

"They would have remained" Secession proves a want
9j_fundameata1 union from the first.

— C"’d}a"jri_,‘
"They wegt-out ... that they might be made manifest”
<:j aIN (v, = JohnTs Ffavorite construction, "ip-order that,”
again—poeints to the DIvine government of events« (Cf with
nth&y went out.” 1t was their choice but penind it was the
governing hand of God}. -

RIS

The process which all through the Gospel the Apostle
depicts as a necessary result of Christ's coming, sti11 continues
after His departure; the separation of 1ight from darkness,
of the Church from the world.

God does not will that any should reject truth; but He
willE:TﬁEffﬂﬁﬁﬁ??ﬁﬁ_?éﬁEET"§ﬁﬁﬁTd Fe made maniftest.

—(Cambridge)
(5) Vefse 19:a valuable verse, alluding to the event which
we take to have prompted the letter. Z
Cavo o

- They did not disavow Christianity: they claimed to 4 042
have supdfTor CAristian truth ( v.20). They orophesied (4:1) ™
and Taugmm (Z72Z7Y, expounding the inadequances of "ordinary”
Ghristianity. T

v Vepse 19 treats the single fact - They went out from us -~ °
ahd one problem it posed for the faithful. T"How could the
secederd,do it? Weren't they members of our fellowship? No.

If they had really belonged to us they would never have broken
fellowship. VYet God's providence is in their seceding: it

iiTﬂii_ﬂquﬂﬂ§£§2¥#jﬁgxﬂg11 stand revealed in their true N
colors,-8s potemtTy NOT OF US. ‘ ?T%{g
o

» (Lt _1s sigqnificant that it is_not their teaching but éi
;ﬁgiﬁ;l%giiag,nfﬁzhgmfgllgmshig_that Tade 1t obvious they ™
"ﬁﬁﬂfLﬁﬂgﬂéﬂlﬁd- Cf Watt. 7:16, 20 - the most Tevealing A
~thing about them is not their doctrine but their relation .
to the church, the status of their fellowship.)

Made manifest expresses purpose, but God's, not the

- ]

hQEEEJLSJ_JIﬂ_whaL.LEEZﬁEEEﬁgtﬁjﬁjﬁhﬁvﬁ*g”5?ovident purpose

was being served, “He meant them fo be vevealed in this way,
(No attempt was made to falk them into_staying.
‘ < (Torch)

BTN S:Lx,w;x&r:(;_.f-.. FINE el
5. & Mgt i ubﬂ—\)'i_ Pl -a,au__,v._bkg/}_) _

527 Sty Attt g by el



(6)

Verse 19

(6) Their lack of kinship with the people of God had always
existed, but their separation brought it to 1ight.

From the heretics point of view they left the church
because they were dissatisfied with what they found there -
they went out that they might follow their own peculiar beliefs.

But John saw their departure as providential. By leaving
the Christian fellowship the heretics unwittingly fulfilled

a purpose of God. That puypose Was that they be seen in theiy
true character and that their opportynity for damaging the
church be limited. Painful though it must have been tor

tfie fellowship of believers, the secession of the antichrists
was in reality a benefit to them. The threat which they now
posed for the people of God was far less dangerouse than it
would have been had they continued formally as @ part of

the Christian group. (Vaughn)

(7) Jdohn distinguishes sharply between the they who left and
the us who remain. By their defection they have given clear
evidence of the true character.

Their departure was their unmasking. (Law )
What s countertiet cinnot remain torever hidden.
I Cor. 3:13 and 4:5; luke 12:2.

Light s shed by this verse upon two important doctrines:
the perseverance of the saints and the nature of the church.

1f the false teachers had been of us, they would have
continued with us. This 1s stated as a principle. . JhOS&
who _are of us stay with us. Future and final perseverence is
the ultimate test OoT a past participation in Christ.
(Cf Heb. 3:14).

This verse also gives biblical warrant for some distinction
between the visible and the invisible church. Only the Lord
knows "them that are His® (2 Tim. 2:19). Some are with us

yet not of us. They share our earthly company but not our
heavenly birth. cf 3:10 for a manifestation in moral behavior.

(Tyndale)
(8} That any Christian miGhi_bﬁuﬂﬁiugigg_bj;gﬂggﬂgjnp1y Christiang

motive in separating himself from the external fellowship of
fhe church did not *7d could not present itself as a possibility
Egﬂihﬁ_iﬂg&ﬁ&*ﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁf JoRn or any O7 a gisciples.

{
These ;a1se teachers had not renounced the truth; for
the truth they had never possessed.



(7)

VYerse 19-

il

It was their unmaskings and t@is, again, was only the
fylfilment of the Divine purposé ( Tva FavepuwBo = Y
which is ever the purity and edification of the church.

(Thg_fe11owship and 1ife of the church ought to be

such th i re —ers out ot 1ts company -

when false teachers don't leave, when they feel quite comfortabie
among us, we are in trouble and the church is backslidden - the
spirit, etc. of the church ought to be such that all counterf1ets
are miserable within it and must leave. cf Acts 6 ~where a 1ie
could not 1ive in the holy atmosphere of the church.) They
weren't votediout, they withdrew of their ouwn choice.)

1 - “They went out - but not of us"- not a true membeyr -
vunntary - their choice; not saved.
didn't feel comfortable w/ them.

2 . U“If of us --- remained with us"

3 - That itmight be shown not of us
Divine purpose behind the human purpose - The
providence of God - God purposed it.
Behind the cosmetic reasons they gave is God's hand

(1) To show them for what they were - test of
fellowship
God wants it obvious who they are - for our sakes
test of perseverance -
(2) To purify the church

They went out because:

(1) They were not of us
(2) So we could hnow it - make 1t obvious
(3) To purify the church

(9) .Now, as professing nhelievers", they were carrying on a
missionary campaign among the pagans which was meeting with
success (4:5). perhaps some 0f the laity ave disturbed by
this._news and are wondering 1f The heresy ought nol to _have
heen tolerated THWHT ~_secession might be avoided.
No, says, dJohn, it Was providential that they left us.

The church is not stronger, but weaker, if, in the name
of religious tolerance, its witness to the +eue faith
is compromised for the sake of larger membership figures.

‘ (Epworth)



(8)

Yerse 19-

(10) The order of the words in Greek shows that John means

to deny that a single one of those who went out helonged to

the Christian company. "Not a one of them belonged to us."
: (Conner)

(v. 19 identifies the antichrists of v. 18 as being
a part of the church. Reading of them in v. 18 we would not have
supposed they were within the church - but enemies from without.
That they were a part of the church comes as 2 surprise.)

(11) The preposition meta, “"with", implies not merely that

they would have had company with ( su~ ) the believers,

but that they would have had actual fe11ow%hip ¥ith them.
Vine
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1 John 2:18-27
Verse 20

ngkﬂﬂ- - anointing, referring to the gift
of the Holy Spirit
(Souter)

nThe act of anointing or that with
which the anointing js performed.”
(Mou1ton/Mu11igan)

More limited in its use than kheldw
it -is confined to sacred and symbolical
anointings. (Vine)

(1) Unction - The word means that with which the anointing is
performed — the ‘'unguent or ointment. In the,N.T. only here
ind v. 27. The root of the word and of xpta @os, & ResT S
is.the same. The anointing _ is from the Anginted.

: [Vincent)

(2) An expression of confidence in his readers: they will not
be led astray; they have received a "chrism", the enlightening
grace of the HgTy Spirit. '

—~ 2
Apearie, is suggested by OA*Tcxpr?rvfog
"They are AVTLY I eTO ¢ , you are XpeoTac _
The Holy - not the Spirit. but either Christ or the Father -
preferably, the Father. (EGT)

it

(3) VYou have an advocate , John 2:1; now John tells them of

another precious spiritual possession - “you have an anointing.”

In. 0.T. and N.T., 0i1 is a symbol of the Holy Spirit.
#The Holy One" is, almost certainly, Christ, who 1is sO
designated elsewhere (Mk. 1:24, Jdn. 6:69; Acts 3:14, Rev. 3:7).

You all know: Spihigggl_kngm1pdgp is not the privilege.
of anyfavoregr%liggg_in_jhgchurch. 1t is the privilege of
the whole churchn.

the wnoie LRl

Christians today under the guidance of the Spirit remain
indifferent to any fancy religion that may spring up with a
claim to superior knowledge. They are under the new covenant,
so that they are not dependent for knowledge of God and His
truth on any neighbor, however enltightened (Jer. 31:34). They
have independent personal knowledge, as the result of the
anointing from the Haly One. (NIC)

(4) - The noun chrisma means {(a)} oil (b) ritual anointing

- -—



(10)
Verse 20

with oil, (¢} solemn anointing, in a figurative sense. In

sense (c}, for example, Jesus is Christos. At His

baptism God anointed (echriszw ) Him with the Holy Spirit

and power (Acts 10:38). “You (the prounoun emphatic, as in

y. 27), too have an anointing." He 1is alluding to the heretics
vaunted chrisma. What follows means: “Yours is of no question-
able nature and origin but is of the Holy Spirit and from the

Holy One." '

You all know -  John does not mean that (as AV implies)
his faithful members have nothing to learn but that ALL of
them have sufficient truth for salvation.

{Torch)

(5) 1In the 0.T., the act of anointing was a cerémony in which
priests, prophets and kings were consecrated to their 1ife
office.

You - emphatic. John js making a contrast between the
heretics of 2:19 and "you true helievers."

John says, “"You too have an anointing, but yours fis

e et

a genuine anointing, for you have received it from the
Holy One.

Holy One - This may refer to the Father. More
probably, in view of the context, and of Mark 1:24, John 6:69,
Acts 3:4,and Rev. 3:7, it refers to Christ. In the O0.T. it

is said that those who were anointed to high office were given
the gift of God's spirit (I Sam. 16:13; Isa. 61:1). At His
baptism in the Jordan, when Jesus was consecrated to His

saving ministry, He too, and in the fullest sense, received the

Holy Spirit (Luke 3:22, 4:18, John 3.34, Acts 10:38).

"When, at your conversion, Christ consecrated you into
His service, He gave you the gift of the Holy Spirit; and it
is 4n virtue of this gift of the Spirit of Truth (John 14:17;
15:26), who will guide you into all truth (John 16:13), that
you all know.

You all know: In the 0.T7. only selected people were
anointed and given God's Spirit. The Asian heretics claimed
that specially imparted knowledge of divine things was the
privilege of their own select 1ittle coterie.

(Epworth)
(6) Anointing - The term signifies not the act of.
anointing but the eM -

TTterally, ranointing cil1", "ungent". Here, however, 1T
< lUsed metaphoricaily of the Holy Spirit. That—is to say,
the nanointing" is the Holy Spirit received by the believer




(11)
Verse 20

in conversion. TEV expresses: "But you have had the Holy
Spirit poured out on you."

It consists in the/gift of the Spirit.2it comes from
the Holy One (Christ),gand it qives a capacity for distipauishing

truth f Od'q_(,-_.:fs . ¢ . W/M

The Christian's anointing .gives _a capacity for understanding
spiritual things. This means that Christians, by virtue of
Their anointing have a knowledge that is certain and compiete.
1t does not mean that they are omniscient. They "know all
things" in the sense that they have all the knowledge that is
required for salvation. [hg,trufh_which they pogsess does not
need to be supplemented by the vagaries of gnostic teaching.

o (Vaughn)

(7) The reader's Toyalty to the truth is traced to the fact
that they possess @n unction. :

Protection against the "antichrist" 1is the "chrism"
they had received.

1f the false teachers were antichrists, there is a
sense in which every Christian is a true "Chyist", having

received the same spiritual tehrism" as He received.
(2 Cor. 1:21, 22) , (Tyndale)

(8) The seceders claimed to have been initiated into an
advanced grade of knowledge, and may have spoken disparagingly
of those who remained content with nelementary"” teaching Tike
those whom they left behind. '

. S. Lewis has warned us of the seductiveness of the
inner ring, the temptation to gain admission at all costs
to the exclusive elite of the people who really matter, who
know what's what. The fascination of such an finner circle
can be as powerful and dangerous 1in religion as in society.
We are flattered by the idea that we are different from the
rank and file, that we have access to deeper teaching, to
more esoteric truth, even, it may be (and this is supremely
soul-destroying) to a higher level of holiness than the
majority. Christ crushed such pretentions when He thanked
God for hiding from the wise and understanding things which
were revealed to babes (Matt. 11:25). Paul did the same
thing when he told the Corinthian Christians who prided
themselves on their intellectual attainments that he
could impart the wgacret and hidden wisdom of God" anly
to those who were spiritually mature - that is, mature in
agape rather than in gnosis - {1 Cor. 216»3:3%

Bruce



(12)
Verse 20

{9) A1l Christians in a secondary sense are what Christ is in
a unique and primary sense, the Lord's anointed.

You all know -~ Christians are in possession of the truth
in a far higher sense than any unchristian philosopher. A11 of
the unbeliever's knowledge is out of balance and proportion. The
assertion here is strictly in harmony with the promise of Christ.
(John 16:13) (Cambridge)

I'd
(10) XpeoMma . a term expressing result, is not the act
of anointing but the anointment receijved by such an act.

nyou have it from the Holy One" indicates that the anoint-

ment referred to is something that is of a permanent nature. .
(Lenski)

v,'27,“wMLM MWM“((P»—" ?i_:")W—S it
NMWwWWJWMMMCWW

WM&) ik 9 patdl domamnt. G0 Tk L TV
#ﬁ‘v«) AL fussen on/ AR At



(13)

I John 2: 18-27

Verse 21

(1) No somner had he spoken of the antichrists than he hastens
to reiterate his assurance of confidence in his readers. His
readers had only to be reminded of their experience ( ocSoire
and it would keep them from being Ted astray. An experience
is an anchor to the soul in time of storm.

(EGT)

(2) They know the difference between truth and falsehood not
because they have explored the mazes of falsehood but because
they know the truth.

Those who have come to the "tputh™ as the truth is 1in
Jesus (Eph- 4:21) have, it 1is implied, a built-in spiritual
instinct which enables them to detect and refuse whatever 1is
basicallyv incompatible with that trutn, no mattey how
speciously and eloquently it may be set before them.

(Bruce)

(3} 1 have not written - epistolory aorist, represted in
Engiish by the present or the perfect.

"I write as unto men who will appreciate what T say. 1
write, not to teach, but to confirm."

Many of us think that we can put the truth into people
by screaming it into their ears. dJohn had no notion that he
could be of use to his children unless there was a truth fin
them, a capacity of distinguishing truth from lies, a sense
that one must be the eternal opposition of the other,

(Cambridge)

(4) MNot only do they know . . . the truth, but they know the
character of truth, that it is wholly true and self-consistent.
{Tyndale)

(5) V. 21 is an expression of the apostle's confidence in the
Asian Christians.

VYou know the truth - The idea seems to be that
their insight into the truth gives John confidence that they
will not only understand and appreciate his words but will
make proper use of them.

No lie is of the truth - They recognize the essential and
irreconcilable antagonism between truth and falsehood. The
n1ie" is the pernicious teaching of the antichrists. To say

that it is not "of the truth" is to assert that it is utterly

)
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Verse 21

foreign to the Christian revelation. It is therefore fraught
with danger for the Christian fellowship.
(VYaughn)

(6) 1 am writing to remind you that any so-called "knowledge™
of God which may bear a superficial resemblance to the truth ~
you possess, but which is actually a flat denial of it, 1is _
just a plain Tie, to be exposed and uncompromisingly repudiated.

Note on The Truth

The Greek noun which is always transtated "truth® in EVV
(Engtish Versions) is one of the Key words of John. In ordinary
usage it meant a statement which corresponds to fact, in contrast
to one which is false. John uses the word in this sense in 4:6;
where truth is contrasted with error.

But the word was also used, in a religious and philosophical
sense, to mean reality as opposed to mere appearance oOf fantasy:
that which is real as ppposed to that which is unreal. Paul
often used the word in this sense, and this is what John
nearly always means by "the fruth". In his mind it stands for
the unchanging, ultimate Reality, God as He really is =~ and for know-
ledge of that divine Reality as it has been given to men. When
Jesus spoke of "the ane true God" (John 17:3) he meant "real®.

So to John "the truth" means that whole revelation of God as
He really is, in all His gracious nature and activity, which
has been given to us by Christ; a revelation which has also
disclosed what man is really meant to be, how real sin is, and
what real life is like. .

So, when Pilate, voicing the disillusionment of his age
(and ours) in its quest for reality, asked, "what is truth?"
Reality itself stood before him.

When John says ‘"the truth is not in us", he means that the
pright understanding of Christ's revelation of God has not come
home to us; that Christ, who is Reality, is not fully dwelling
in us; that we are therefore Tiving in a world of unreality,
fantasy and make-belief.

In 1:6, John says "we do not the truth" (Cf Jno. 3:21).
Christ's revelation of the real will and nature of God is not
merely something to be accepted by the mind; it must be lived
out in conduct which is inspired by that revelation. (Epworth)

(7) John wrote in order to have them use all the knowledge
of the truth that they already have in order to detect as a Tie all
that is not of the truth but is of the devil.

(Lenski)
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