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INTRODUCTIQON : Salvation runs on a two-way street--man-ward and God-
ward, Men gains end God gains. Man gains salvation, God geins a

servant,

Ill- of potter and the clay--both gain.
God has a right to expect something--He has a right to demand

something_of us.
l~This parable assumes that 211 disciples are servents of Christ
and th-t Christ expects something o enm all--211 have a work to do.

- The(talents )s_‘:gg_rg,fy ability and opportunity for service--God-
’# ) p—

given. =~

=

3- main emphasis of th ble is the unprofiteble servent.
"Useless.'i How many Tit that descriptiom —TWEaL Has God Rat has God geained through

::%ou, Are we profitable to God? Nothing more disappointing thah a
<1 &

t that won't turn on--nothing more useless than g Christian that

won't shine, salt that Is not salty, teacher that won't teach, preacher
that won't preach, deacon that won't deac., singer hat won't sing.

I. THE WICKFDNESS OF DOING NOTHING., (Vs. 26)

1l. A strong rd--we use it seldom--J esus used it seldom--
seldom used in the N.T.

I11- Senste investigations of politicel corruption. Life
mageazine gathered 160 reports from local newspaspers. Onle one
used the word "Wicked" to describe the scandal. o

2. Jesus uses this strong term to denounce the unprofitable
servant.

3. We have departed from the viewpoint of Jesus., We Courase-

ously denounc e things prpinst which Jesus scarcely raided a
voices. What Jesus condemned We often consider as irtue.

4, What wes theof his wickednesg?
51) Not a thief.’%%
2; Not a 1igr.

(3) Not a prodifal--this is what we would call wickedness,
rodigal=

Not what he did, but what he failed to do. His sin was
the sin of doing nothing with what had been committed To him to
use for his Lord.
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(2)

This is what Jesus calls wickedness=-unpr fitableness.

(1) Berren f
(2) Priest and Levite--did nothing.
3) Doctor withholding medicine.

4) Watchmen felling to warm.

Pedy o+ Sonannt/

ge--cursed

€. @is it wickedness?

(1)

Foiled to recognize his nosition gnd duty as a servant

(2) Sinned agesinst the honor and trust of his mester. He
‘éQ;%§>'did no eserve the talent. To turn all this over to a

II.

servant implies that he was honoring him with o greal
txuﬁL

esponse in HE REGARDED T
SONETHING HE DID )\ ESI RE,

(3) His responsibility was the lightest. Je had no more

than he could essily handle. He eould not cleim that if
he had five talenys he would have proved faithful; his

unf eithfulness would have only been greater.

THE COSTLINESS OF DOING NOTHING.

1.

2.
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capacity

He did not use what was committed to him so he lost it.

This is a law of nature--bind arm--you lose what you dsn 't
use, Destroy through ne%lﬁgi-“\*(_4t@ubmm4b<}j%

Garden--weeds

dirty house

home—-wife

(4; children--friends
church-—choir, 5.5., T.U., Visitation,

don't come.

gtc., Jjust

don't Oar'e,

Foilure tu use destroys the caonacity,

Barren fig tree--fallure to bear fruit destroys the
0 bear fruit.

‘\ . L3
Prayer, soul-winning, concern, compassion, t ears--gsome

nge lost thelr capacity for concern.

He who né‘glects his gifts enriches others and doubm

f eats-bhimeerf No gift shall be lost.
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(2)  Good Samaritan

‘ (1) Talent given to another
(3) Sunday School class.

The crown you neglect is worn on another's head,

IIT. THE FOOLISHNESS QOF DOING NOTHING

1. His excuse: convicts himself out of his ovn mouth, His
excuSe establishes His guilt, Wickedness always argues ike a
fool when it opens its mqufﬁ.’

2. 7I£ the master was hard--he would have tripled the amount.

I know Christ is Lord---so I'll do nothing."
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%, He was afrsid--How human! Afraid he might not succedd.

God does not ask us to succeed, only to be Ffaithful. Faithful-
ness, nNot success, 18 the standard by which every men is judged.

Too conservative to venture.

‘ When we stsnd in His presence, what ‘excuse will mgke sense?

o~

/ 111 D.L. Moody
\ with what h
}.’laV "

Zeriticized for public spesking., Doing the best
ad. "What are you doing for Jesus with what you

CONCLUSION: Qur Iord delgys His coming: (1) To test thoroughly
the faithfulness of the servant. =

(2) To give spece and time for the unfaithful to repent and
amend.,
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