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obvious feature of the church today is its
This 1s true not only in the evangelistic sense
ut in the life of the church in general; especially in matters of
holiness, sanctification, brotherly.love and unity. The main cause
of this 1s our attitude towards the Rible. We_take it literally
but fail to teke it seriously. We refuse to let it affect our lives.
We rebel at it when it seeks to change our lives, thou ts,,
ambitions, and seeks to destroy our preju ces.

INTRODUCTION::

Q;Ehere is nothing that will tear away hall ess and
sup¥rficlelbty of our lives as will the Sermon on the Mount. The
Beatitudes form the basis of the teachings of Jesus in the following
chapters. They are the indispensible preface to the rest of the
sermon, to its practical demands--they are the Key to the Kingdom.

That which follows 1is a closed book until we have mastered this op-
ening page., éi;

\ (::;%he Serfion on the Mount 1s the most misunderstood hat
was~“ever preached. When Jesus spoke these words the twelve were

already appointed as Apostles and many others were following Him.
The Sermon is addressed to them. It was spoken into the ear of the
church and overheard by tEeﬁEgpld. "It 1Is not describing how to be
saved but_is describing the character of the saved. Jesus is des=
cribing the kind of person needed in His kind of worldV Xhristianity
18 2 new atmosphere and it takes new men _to Iive 1t. Thls 1s the
description of one person, not different types of people. This is
plete portralt of one person.

e Beatitudes are nothin f Jesus'
owl’ character. Jesus stands as the perfect example of every Beati-
fude. He 1s the Beatitudes in human form. Jesus }is imparting
Himself to us-- his 1s Gp s lm ge 1n_MEn*

6; E/Beatit e8 _are thp result of being born again. They are
I

thmarks of the Believer. ZEvery person who is born again
will have these characteristics. Thls is for us today. The only
one who can practice the Sermon is a person who is obedient to-
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the true citizen of God's kingdom jis in strik-
contragt to the popular dreams of & political re-birth of theé

rnétion and of a Kingdom of God erected on the necks on the

conquered Roman oppressors. To the enthusiastic revolutionists

the Beatitudes would be like a dash of cold water. Not the rich,

the rejocing and proud, not conquerering warriors nor popular

heroes, are the happy in the Kingdom of God, but these--the poor,

the mourning and meek, the peacemakers and the persecuted.

Jesus is thinning the ranks of the crowds following Him, The

“time had come to make clear the meaning of diseipleshi

define the Kingdom of Christ over against the popular notion of the

neopl ---the game 1s needed today. 3y0M4,L%A mmmL,&ubtadihﬂ” Th@”Lﬁmua

JEach deég;iption beginsg with "Blessed." Here we face the

em of the change in the meaning of words. "Blessed" has
become a sanctimonious, musty, remote word. Happy : suggests~a state
toqwsuperficial and lighthearted to convey the idea, Happiness
depends on the things that happen to us. Blessedness ig deeper,

it is a matter of character. It can transmute what happens.
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@;he word used is not the usual word for happiness; this word
7§ highest stage of

s the attainment of 1life's ideal--it is the’
Joy. Jesus 1s offering congratulaions. The man who lives like this

is getting the best out of 1ife, Iliving the kind of
really worth while.

7 Poets, philosophers and religious teachers of all generations
ha asked the question of how to get the most out of life. Who
is the happy man? Who understands the secret of true living?
What kind of life is worth living?

Happiness is the great question confronting mankind. That is

'——‘\-—J
hete e_ut decei n comes in; it is always offer-
ig%_hggglnsss, t always leads to unhappiness an
wretchedness. Here is Jesus' janswer.

Jesus places the emphasis on inwardness--on being rather than
d° The tragic condition of the world is due to what men are--

QQlLion of the heart. It is not what you do--but what you
are. The Christian is to be free from malice as well as murdeib)Ag/

He is to flee lustful thoughts as well as adultery.
Our relation to the Beatitudes 1s as follows: &ﬁ49/

I. ALL CHRISTIANS ARE TO BE LIKE THIS. W/V O}D dJ‘Q’

They are Christ's description of every single Christian.
l. A disciple is not a superior brand of Christian, it is the
only brand of Christian.

2. There is a fatal tendency in the church--started by the
Catholics--to divide the Christians into two groups--the
religious and the laity, exceptional Christians and ordinary.
The New Testament does not teach this--there 1s meant to_pg

no 4diff e. These Beatitudes are incumbent on all; don't
excuse yourself, saying that you are satisfied the way you are.

II. ALL CHRISTIANS ARE MEANT TO MANIFEST ALL OF THESE CHARACTERISTICS

Ecah Beatitude of necessity implies the other.
III. THE BEATITUDES DO NOT REFER TO A NATURAL TENDENCY.

1. Each of them is wholly a disposition which is produced by
grace alone and to the operation of the Holy Spirit within us.

2. @gﬁuﬂilﬂ the necessity of the New Birth--these Beatitudes
crush us to the ground, they show our utter helplessness.

IV. THESE CLEARIY INDICATE THE ESSENTIAL, UTTER DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
THE CHRISTIAN AND THE NON-CHRISTIAN.

1. Today the difference has become blurredl the world has come
into the church, and the church has become worldly.

2. The glory of the Gospel is h 1s absolutel\
differen orld, she attractg it. It is then that the
world is made to 1isten to her message, though it may hurt at

first. This is how revival comes. Our ambition is to be like
Christ, ndt Iike thne wWorld. T




-3

(1) They are different in what they admire--poverty,
meekness, etc.

(2) They are different in what they seek--hunger and thirsy
after righteousness.

(3) They are different in what they do,

V. THE CHRISTIAN AND THE NON=CHRISTIAN BELONG TO TWO ENTIRELY
DIFFERENT REALNMS.

We are in the kingdom of Heaven--Christ's rule in your life.

Where Christ 1s, there the Kingdom is. Do we belong to this |
Kingdom? Are We ruled by Christ? is He our Kingjand Lord? .
Be ANVWW . %M

CONCLUSION: Some think that Christianity goes lout ta the work
of salvage on the red fields of battle, picking up the wounded and
helpless, and giving them a quite place of rest--. These Beatitudes
were not offered by way of solace for the defeated. They seem at
first to offer a consolation prize for the defeated, a comfort for
the heartbroken, a message for those who have failed in the

struggle of 1life. Not so--they were spoken to a group of strong,
virile men whom Christ was sending out to turn the world upside

down in His Name. They are a guantlet flung down before the
world's accepted gtandards. Theéy become clearer when they are set

over against their opposites:

poor in splrit----proud in spirit

MOUYN=—====m— lightheaded, always bent on pleasure
meek----agresgssive

persecuted--"play it safe" and compromise.

Your reaction to these Beatitudes proclaim exactly what you are.
IT you do not like this type of character you are not a citizen
Oof God s Kingdom--IeT every man examine himself.,
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