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Text: Matthew 5:9 MD ?
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(i | INTRODUCTION: Christians are to affect the world in which they
/ live.~ Their presence ought to make a difference in the quality

of conversation, conduct, etc. The presenceof Jesus made a..
gééﬁizgggg. The Christian is to affect the world by being a peace-
er.
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In the Blple peace never is only negative; it pever means only
apsence of trouble; it means everything which makes for man's
hiahest good; something coming into hisNlife .which brlngs the

enjoyment of all good. It is the

Christjan is to bring such a bondition about.
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I. A PEACEMAKER ONE WHO BRINGS Mﬁ fOGETHER. fromvge T

// "xY « The rabbis held that the highest task which a man could do
VJ AJ 5‘/\,\Wea.s to establish the right relationships between men and man.

& \\ (1) Jesus is saying here that His disciples will bring into
%y~g& all their relationships a quality which makes for harmony
| and blesslng.
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\ ) The climax of Christian character, according to Christ
\ \ / S¥Mmself, is found in our relations to men, and not to God.

! W\, C% / The service i} is the outcome of the love of God,.

/
h &V 2. There are peoplé who are a%EEIE_EEEEEH%EEEEEE_Sg—EEQEPLe and
bitterness and strife. Wherever they are ey are involved in
e quarrels themselves or the cause of quarrels between others,
/‘ ; Thevy are tr - s, not peace-makers.
{ :

(1) There are people like this in every Church, and

such people are doing the devil's own work. No "blessed"
was spoken by Jesus upon the dlsrupters of the church who
"“fst on their false views at the cost of hermony.
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I/ The true peace of the Church is a2 blessed possession,
cannot guard 1t too closely. Contentious, stubbornm,

>obstreperous Church members--this beatitud to
meke them: impossible,. -
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I Cor. 14:3%-"God is not the author of confusion, but of

1
peacse. Wﬁﬁ‘gjﬂ? /bm//wuc& "{//5 N L"LUZLQ

I11-George Truett:"Most of the trouble in our churches
comes from the deacons."

To be this kind of peac ¥ we need to 1earn£ﬁ§5}to
eak: gossip, talebearing Juda§5 babies in the chu¥eh and the

d\ V Pagtor a , nursemaid.

- A The man who divides the church is doing the devils work; the
QL / one who makes for harmony is doing God's WOTrK.
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IT, A PEACEMAKER IS ONE WHO BRINGS MEN AND GOD TOGETHER

l. The central meaning of peace in the Bible is reconcilliation
wi;h_upd. Man's alienation from God is the basic cause of all
other conflictse.

This is ritual peace through restored relations of har-
mony with God. It is a spiritual experience.

Scrivtures:

Romans 5:10-"For if, when we Were enemies, We wWere recon-
cilled to God by the death of his Son, much ,more, being
reconcilled, we shall be saved by his life."

Ephesiansg 2:15,16--"Having abolished in his flesh the
nmity, even the law of commandments contained in
%%%NJ ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man,
ﬁnfmaking—peace, and that he might reconcile both unto God
in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby."

Colossiang 1:20,21--"And having made peace through the
blood of hig cross, Yy him to reconcile all things unto
himself, Whether things in earth, or things in heaven.
And you, that were sometime allenated and enemies 1n your
mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconcilled."

2. Peacemaklng is God reconcilling the world of sginners amd

enemies . God accomplished this through the
death and resurrection of Christ.

Peace and reconcilliation are synonymous. Reconcilliation
is peace with God made possible by tne sacritfice of Christe.

3 Christ is the Great Peacemaker, now to be His disciple
megans that we follow Him, and that we are Peace-makers. Not
only bringing man and man together, but men and God together.

Scripture: 2 Cor, 5:18-19--Two things here: Reconcilation
is accomplished Dby:

1. Forgiveness of sins

2. Proclamatig¢n of the message.

(1) A Definite and Divine appointment

(2) A sense of _urgency
The blessing is not on the peace lover, but the peace-
A . He is active, doing something. He is not concerned
(xnﬁmg‘}wﬁ“ with maintaining the status quo. Our status is nothing to
‘-~ gduw about.

\ (;) "The sons of God." Those who do this are doing a God-like

v/ @ork. The bringing of mén to Christ is the nearest thing to

x/ the heart of God. [UWe are most like Christ when we are
besecching men to be reconcilled to God:]
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