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THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD

Text: Matthew 5:14-16

INTRODUCTION: Before the last War began, when Hitler began to
march, a great European statesmen said, "The lights are going
out all over the world." When Jesus made this statment He said
in effect, "The lights have gone out. The world is walking in

d@rknesso" ﬂmwmmwf The world
is always talking about its enlightenment, etc. g true that
this is a great age, there have been many great advances and

increase in knowledge, buf the world has never been darker than
it is at this hour.

Jesus here has paid the greatest compliment to the Christians
that has ever been naid 0 an individual., He commands the Christ-

When Jesus ¢ommanded His followers to be the lights of the world,
Hé demanded nothing Jless Than tnat they should be like Himself,
TAis reveals our utter difference from the world. 'Giving thanks
unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the
inheritance of the saints in the light: who hath delivered us
from the power of darkness, and hath trasnlated us into the P
Kingdom of His dear Son. (Col. 1:12,13) Lo = Lot
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"Ye are the light &f the ‘world." o g S
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{?@Jssus is speaking tp unimportant peasants, but He says that
ody but them has the power to relieve the darkness of this world.
Ihers is no light in this world apart from the light that is
provided—pby—-Christians, Whal power belongs to His folTowers?!

g:? amp does not light 1tse1f( it receives its light from
an er gource. We get our light from Christ. He 1s the Sun and
wé are the reflecting moon that shines In the midnight of this
WorId. Ephesians 5 says tjﬁiiwe are "Light in the Lord." We
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are transmitters of light. is means that the condition of my
being light is my keeping roken my communion and fellowship

wWith Jesus’ M-GJ%P¢ hill Cornt b el = A Dl X¢¢/1 [ Kﬁgltf,{ﬁ;
-~ 1. A Light is first aﬁifforemost meant to(PE_seen. e
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(1) Who 11ahts‘-z;3hs in prder to cover it? That would

/\N\A/V/W be ridiculous) Whv do you suppose Christ lighted us?.

To have us hidden? No, but to act es a lamp. GoG hasg
£ made us partakers of “His grace and has given us to be

éﬁjwﬂ/ light in the Lord, that we should be light to others.
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"There can be no such thing as a secret discipleship,

for either the secrecy destroys the discibleship, or

discipleship destroys the secrecy. 7 YUgm.uuwa\
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It is a golemn Dossibillty tﬁat our light can be

hered and shrouded.
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a. We may bury it under the bushel of 1nconsistent
living.

b. We may bury it udder the bushel of cowardly
and indifferent silence.

(3) Our light is to shine freely Wlthout any hindrance.
This is o main task.

2. A Light is idel

A light is something to make clear the way. _So then
a Christian must make the way clear to others. There are
people Ionging, to know Christ, find the needs of their hearts,
come out of the darkness, but they need a light to show the
way.
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3. A Light Rejfiig,ﬁ/
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(1) We are to reveal God, as did Jesus.

(2) te are to reveal the nature of man.
a. By our Iife as a gtandard.
b. By our witness of the Gospel.
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54J A Light is a Symbol ©f Purity<-as over against darkness.
&

John 3:19; II Cor. 6:14; I John l--God is light and in
Him is no darkness at all--You are light.
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{ A Light serves ag a Warning Light.
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A light is often the warning which tells us to halt
when there 1s danger ahead. It is the duty of the Chriatian
to bring to men the necessary warning of danger ahead.

—7}11 Moody told story of lower lights failing and ship
crashing into rocks. ss heard it and wrote
song, "Let the Lower Lights Be burning."
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THE PLACE OF THE LIGHT. | , .. J+* ¢ S
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This whole passage hints at a widening circile of illumination,

1. n the Home--vs. 15 mentions a house. A disciple who
forgets his faith in the home, Benies his faith and
darkens his light. The Church is no more splritual than

the homes that make up that church.

2. In the City--In olden times the watchman would move through
“The city streets at nightfall, crying, "Hang out your
Lights.E

3. In the World--This 1s the sphere of the light, our witnegs,
As long as there 1s one lost man in the world, he ig
our responsibility.
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III. THE PURPOSE OF THE LIGHT

Verse 16--Here is the motive for Christian living--the lamp

in unimportant, the IIght 18 everytiing. 7
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(1) There are two words for good: one means a thing 28 good
in quality. Another word means that a thing is not only
good, but that it is also winsome and beautiful and
attractive. ThaZt is the word which 18 USed nere.

(2) The good deeds of the Christian must be not only goods
They must also be attractive. There is a good which
attracts and there is a goodness which repels. There
is a charm in the Christian goodness which makes it a
lovely thing.
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2, Our good works are meant to draw a tention to God.,/”ﬁ

(1) This saying of Jesus is a total prohibition of
what someone has called ' theatrical goodness.'" This

o " if not an advert {eht; it 1is an alter aflame.

K/ (2) Here is a practical test: What we do, will it
N 50—

- bring glory to God? Will it cause men to glorify God?
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