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Happy Birthday! When you received Christ as Lord and

Ak Noxacat
The first present we-want to unwrap is y the most
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It's called IDENTIFICATION . —SRIxx®XX 4¥ea£§ikﬂ§{

WITH CHRIST or UNION WITH CHRIST. <:£;;i¢ ;
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Identification simply means that Jesus Christ became one with

me that I might become one with Him,

Jesus Christ became totally identified with mex that I might

become totally identified ﬁith Him,

I John 4:17b says, "...As He is, so also are we in this world.”
I don't understand it nor can I explain it, but it's true.
%% From GOD'S VIEWPOINT (and that's the only viewpoint that counts)

I am ONE WITH CHRIST. Let's examine this truth more fully.

I. CHRIST IDENTIFIED HIMSELF WITH ME

First, in His Baptism. When Jesus came to John and asked

to be baptized, John was startled and refused. Why? Because
John's baptism was a baptism of repentence. In other words, when
you allowed John to baptize you, you were admitting you were a
sinner and needed to repent?lngzsus wasn't a sinner and didn;t
need to repentx sm John was bewildered by His request. Bﬁt

Jesus insisted because He wanted




to be identified with sinners. By His baptism Jesus announced

at the very beginning of His ministry that He was becomeing one

with us .,

Second, in His Beath. Romans 5:8 says,"... Christ died for

us." The entire 53rd chapter of Isaiah isxaxmkapkexxx describezt
Jesus dying in our place. Listén:

"But he was pierced through for our transgression,

He was crushed for our iniquities;. .

The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him,

And by His scourging we are healed,." |

(Isaiah 53:5)

2 Corinthians 5:21 puts it like this, "He made Him who knew
no sin to be sin on our behalf, that we might become the righteous-
ness of God in Him,"

Galatians 2:20 declares, "I am crucified with Christ..."
The important word is the preposition with., I was crucified
with, at the same time ag)christ. When did7%2£i§t die? 2,000
years abo on a hill outside Jerusalem. G5y, X if I died with
Him, when did I (from God's viewpoint, remember) die? 2,000
years agoil

~This—means—thet (s far as God is concerned, I died before

XxIxxxwmty before I sinned! Let's suppose @t a store is robbed

and xhgxpnxignx affier the police investigate they announce
that the é;; George Washington, first president of

the United States. Ridiculbus, you say? Of course it Xkx xkx
is, because George Washington died before the crime was -ewer
committed! And when Satan accuses me o#;fin before the throne
of God, the Lord looks up my record and says, "It couldn*t

have been him, beeause He died 2,000 years ago."
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Look at these verses: "Knowing this, that our old self was
crucified with Him..." (Romans 6:6)

"Now if we have died with Christ,.." (Romans 6;2%0

&Jack Taylor ,;al%es—%hi&—iﬁ?éienﬁ%l\. believer/was part
of a touring group in the Bible lands. As they appfoached
Golgotha and éﬁood on the brow of that favored place, the guide
turned to the believer and asked, YHave you been here before?"
Though this was his first sight of Golgotha, his thoughtful
reply was, "Yes, we have all been here before.” "How long
ago?" was the guide's further query. "Over nineteen hundred
years ago!¥ the believer answered,

Thirfi, in His Burial. Romans 6:4, "Therefore we have been

buried With Him. seoo'
"For if we have become united with Him in the 1ikéness of
His death..." (Romans 6:5), The word "united"” there means

planted.
#xx Fourth, in His Resurrection. Ramkxdtextxxmx In that same

sixth xhapier of Romans, Paul declares, "Therefpre we have
been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as
Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become
united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall
be also in the likeness of His resurrection. (verses5,6).

Another great verse is found in Ephesians: "Even when

we were dead d&n our transgressions, made us alive together with

Christ (by grace you have beensaved)." (Ephesians 2:5)

Fifth, in His Exaltation. %m Again in Ephesians we read,

"And raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the
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heavenly places, in Christ Jesus." (Ephesians 2:6)
Notice arefully the tenses of the verbs -- PAST TENSE., This

verse isn't speaking of

swEEkxX Sweet Bye and Bye, but of the SWEET HERE AND NOW! Nexr¥xwmxst
Already we are seated with Christ in heavenly places. This is
our present position!

And things certainly look better from up here. Victory in
your Christian life largely depends upon your viewpoint., If you
look at kkXmopxxxxkkmx Satan from earth's viewpoint, he's
a roaring lion, seeking xm Eomespe to devourt But if you
look at him from heaven's viewpoint, he's toothlesé! Stop

looking up and start looking down!

Sixth, in His Glorification. In Coiossians 3:4, we reéd,
*When Christ, who is our life; is revealed, then you also will
be revealed with Him in glory." |

"Who (Christ) will transform the body of our humble state
into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of
the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself,”
(Philippians 3:21) : |

One more tremendous verse: »And whom He predestined, these
He also called} and whom He called, these He also justified;

and whom He justified, these He a&so glorified.¥ (Romans 8:30)

Again, note the tenses., Ruaskxkgrswx PAST TENSE. Zh®E I'm
already GLORIFIED -- from God's point of view, which is now my

point of view,

Seventh, in His Victory. Since I am totally identified with

Christ in His death and resurrection and exaltation, His victory

over REakmmyxkkex the world, the flesh and the Devil is my

victory, T kte bm Pu Crs> Thal” W
72& LB . 5 § s P P W”"‘fd‘w“??



vYou are from God, little children, and have overcome
them; because greater im He who is in you than he who is in the:

world." (Ijohn 4:4)

"For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this
is the victory that has overcome the world -- our faith. And:
who is the one who overcomes the world, but he who believes

that Jesus is the Son of God?" (I John 5:4,5)

1mp11cations . B are
The xxmkk of thés last versesix staggering. In verse 4,

the word overcome is a Greek perfect tense which indicates that
something happened in the past and the results of that happening

continue to the present hour. It's an eternal EkX tense., @

Our faith overcame the world 2,000 years ago when Jesus died on
the cross. Jesus won every victory on the cross. Every temptation -8

“;ggégg I face today, Jesus has already overcome,. I don't

] ) T' L] .
gﬁ:GEh—tnégggfto win the victory. By faith I simply take

the victory Jesus has already won. If 1aguagg.§$igs
declare /
anything at all, these verses mmamxthat if I’beleive I have
/then
victory,/ I have victory.

Not only did Christ Identify Himeslf with me,

II. I AM NOW IDENTIFIED WITH CHRIST

94 There are two sides to this coin:
1. EKRIXX Christ is In Me.
",0eChrist in you, the hope of glory." (Colossians 1:27b)
"Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine

yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that

Jesus Christ is in you --unless indeed you fail the test?" (2Cor. 13"5)



"You are of God, 1ittlé>children, and haﬁe overcome them;
because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.”
(I John 4:4)

Christ is in me! That's the only hope of a glorious X
Christian experience., Satan is constantly attacking me, éiézzgigix
pressure to conform to this world, but Jesus is in me aﬁd Xhx
His indwelling presence aésures my constant victory. .

Let me illustrat;tlike this. Eyexyx XExxkEXEXIASIRRMRAS

There are 14,7

pounds of pressure per EFEXRXX square inch being exerted on you
right now from the earth's atmosphere. fixmXixdxx The amount
of pressure is determined by how many squares inches there are to
you! At any rate, thiz=mesns there are tons of pressure pushing
against you right now. What keeps you from being crushed to
death? There is a corresponding pressure B bexing exerted
from within you that neutralizes the outside pressure.

In the same way, no matter how mush pressure the worQﬂ, the
flesh and the devil ==Sertmid Xrxmyx against me, I have overcome

the OVERCOMER LIVES

them, bkecause

WITHIN ME,

2, I Am In Christ

This is not just another way of saying the same thing,
me I

The ¥wo expressions, Vhrist in ymm, and ¥mm in Christ represent

two different spiritual truths. When X the Bible says that Christ
is in me, it means that CHRIST IS WHERE I AM. Driving to work,
Jesus is where I am. Erirm In the classroom, Jesus is where I
am. Fighting a war on sEmexgiskamkx a forReign shore, Jesus

is where I am. Praise the Lord, He will never leave me nor forsake

me, He 1s in me for strrenth, wisdom, sneeuragement and

' ea @ ari A



And wken the Bible says that I am in Christ, it means
that I AM WHERE CHRIST 1IS.
Where is Christ? ©»And He (Jesus) is the radiance of His
glory and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds
all things by the word of His power. When He had made purification
of sins, HExsxkx HE SAT DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE MAJESTY

ON HIGH." ( Hebrews 1:3)

That's where Jesus is righﬁ now. The right hand signifies
the place of power and authority. And you are xmx IN CHRIST.
RpirxEpkEstarsx Look at Ephesians 1:20,21, "Which He brought
about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead, and seated
Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above
all rule and authority and bower and dominion, and every namest
that is named, not only in this age, but also in the one to

come, "

Jesus's authority is both universial and eternal; it is not only

And where are we? Ephesians 2:6 k& supplies us with the

thrilling answer: "And raised us up with Him, and SEATED US

WITH HIM IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES,IN CHRIST JESUS,"

| SO WHAT?
' ot




1. Acknowledge His Presence Within You.

In Galatians 2:20 nnxxnxxnnnxxkzk Paul = declares, "I ARXX

have been crucified with Christ; and it

is no longer I who 1xve, but Christ lives in me..." If you

¥# knocked :; the door of Paul's heart and asked, "Who 1dves
here?" the answer wouldéhﬁ?@ come back, "Jesus Christi" So /h42~\§

% Satan knockesé at MOL Zud—sdppPy let Jesus ansver

Stephen Olford, pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church in

New York City, shares a motto that helps him live victoriously

each day:

"There is no demand made upon my life that is not a demand

made upon the life of Christ within me.n"

Every demand made upon your life today, whether temptation
or trial, is really a demand made, not upon you for you are
dead, but upon Christ who lives in you.

Simpiy say, "I thank you, Lord Jesus, that you live within
me, you ARE MY LIFE, and you are more than able to handle

this problem. I yield this situation to you right now and

thank you, for taking over,"



2., Assert Your Position With Him,
Because you are X®m IN CHRIST, you zke are in the POSITION

OF AUTHORITY. You don't have to tolerate anything outside. the

will of Godl

You have the authority to give the mmm COMMAND OF FAITH. Listen
to Mark 11:23:

"Truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, 'Be taken
up and cast into the sea,' and does not doubt in his heart, but
believes that what he says is going to happen; it shall be
garkesdxkimx granted him,*

Isn't that an amzing promise? Xmwx And Jesus isn't referring
to prayer. When you pray, you don't talk to mountains, do you?
¥wuxkx In prayer, you talk to God. Here, you're talking to
a mountain,

Matthew 17:20 throws seme light on this truth. "And He
sid to them, ﬁBecausé of the littleness of your faith; for
truly I say to you, if you have faith as a mustard seed, you
shall say to this mountain, *Move from here to there,' and it
shall move; and noth ing shall be impossible to you."

The disciples had confronted a ﬂnnmmxgjii?n-possessed bv‘[X 4"”’
boy and were unable to cast the demon out, i# though Jeus—imrMatthe—~
M= had given them the authority to do so. When they kax asked
Jesus the cause of their failure, He told them it was Xkmitxx
haaﬁﬁnﬁei—théir unbelief. Had they believed they could
have spoken to the mountain and it would have moved.

WHAT WAS THE MOUNTAIN IN THEIR CASE? It was the demon

dwelling insdie that boy. The mountain signifies arykkxmoddkak

any obstacle or hindrance blocking the

path of God's will,
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I repeat, youd%on't have to put up with anything outside
the will of God. Assert your position of authoirty in Christ and

give the command of faith.

You also have the autho;ity to give the COMMAND OF FREEDOM.
"Truly I say to you,‘whétever‘you shall bind on earth
shall have been bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on
earth shall have been loosed in heaven." (Matthew 18:18)
This promige takes away my breath! Jesus says that if
we come up against something that needs to be bound, check with
heaven and if it's alreadj been bound in heaven, we have the ,Arﬁﬁé&ﬁMJk’
authorlty to command 11: bound on earth, /J‘NLW L AL T

//wm wnrw‘f
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Take—for—eaéémpte——thefbevti. Has he been bound in heaven?

Jesus said in Matthew 12:29, "Or how can anyone enter the s trong
man's house and carry off his property, unless he first binds the
And then he will plunder his house,.”

prp T A AT Pt

esus)is =

the-enty—wayHe—eamdoE» (is if He first binds the strong

man, Satan, Well, Jesus certainly did cast out demons so He

strong man?

must have first BOUND SATAN!

But xgfx¥kx, you may ask, if this is so, why do I have to
bind #ix him? Satan's defeat at the cross was ABSOLUTE, but it
rmust be APPROPRIATED., And because Satan has already been bound
in heaven, I can, in the Name of Jesus, bind him on earth.

Now, getting back to the COMMAND OF FREEDdM. Jesus goes
on to say that I can loose things on earth that have been
loosed in heaven. Are you bound by a sinful habit, an unholy

) éﬁ-ﬂ/\
attitude, a satanic stronghold. We've already &4 in I John

; b oty g S

5:4,5, that Jesus on the cross



This means that Xxkuk this habit, this attitude, this stronghold
has already been loosed in heaven, therefore, you have the
authority to loose it on earth in your life. In the Name of
Jesus, take authority over it right now!

Because of my position in Christ I have authority to give
the COMMAND TO FLEE.
X "Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and HE WILL FLEE
FROM YOU." (James 4:7)

TrmxEx

fleeing

The devil is bluffing and when you call his bluf{/the footsteps
you hear won't be yours but his! Christian friend, there is no
grander truth than ¥his, In Jesus YOU HAVE AUTHOXRITY OVER
THE DEVIL HIMSELF, S=mkarxx He is a dexfex defeated enemy and

must yield.kexkkexamkkxs /éa/ - oty /?9 oz
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so xk® by faith step into the reality of “it right now.
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Y ZEAXeXFXSEMXPAZYZXAXENexsRrXdxzx ,After thtee years of intense

training by word and example, Jesus still had to say to His

disciples, "I have many more thihgs to say to you, but you
cannot bear them now. But whey He, the Spirit of truth, comes,

He will guide you into all tWe truth..." ( John 16:13a).
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If{you don‘'t completely understand this truth,

you're in go ompany. J ohn 16:13

You don't have to understand it all, just stand on it all! And’
as you're able to bear it, the Holy Spirit will give you

/

understanding.
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