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INTRODUCTION: I{1- of weeds rea’ppearing-—root have only b
over--always coming up agaln. ¥ ma&é o7 Ve - w7, /Wl/mwm% (TG
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This is the way it is with sin an olﬁabits Y Ther'/e must
2lways be new calls for f esh dedications. s
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¢ ;-.y K Thﬁs is Joshua's farewell address to%s_p@‘ple-—about to die=—
Y o |after years of MIMistry among them=-he ig still fighting the o0ld
i f} yWweed of idolatry. After all this time (since the Exodus) there was
g/ smf-g—gr‘e’f"l'ai;zoﬁnt of idolatry among the people and .o strong
./ tendency towards it. Joshua knew this; hgw.g_smsg_
o Ed‘*ftrs’mliable to burst into a blaze. He must bind them
over by every considergtion to renounce wholly all recognition of
other gods and to make the Lord the only object of their worship.

. The theme of his to Jehovah.

[_fn all Joshua's ministry there were some who had never really
served the Lord. "If evil...choose who you will serve..." 7

APPLICATION-TO US: If it seem evil--bagd--some act that way; they
shrink from service as a rattlesnake. Some here have never served—=-
haVe No Conceptioll Of serﬁmll you gserve? Choose this
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THREE IMPFRATIVES FOR EVERY CHRI STIAN®@ SR - {

"I, The Basic tude God seeks in every heart, FEAR THE LORD.

‘ : :
1. Three kinds of fear of God. /(Fﬁ,_t W &M,M/a/gj

_pA (1) %s, which the fruit of ignorance.

y Se ch leads. to abstinence from many sins

v s through apprehensions of punishment,

. I (%) Filial, which hag 1ts spring in love, and prompts to
Care not to offemnd God and to endeavor in 211 things

to please HITm, ——- - 5 heR
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=~The fear of God d is constantly in the cemter
ouT t htsi and,‘ﬂ.ife is characterized by the all- :
per'vasiVe consciousness of dependence umon Him ; |
to u.m. fFemen dee - = anqgeSponSJ_bili
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IL 1g the opposgite of forgetting God. . This fear would i
e}si._w.ere there no puniehment for sin.,, It dresds God's dis-
pleasure, desires His favor, rever submits
cheerfully to His wlll, is grateful for His benefits, sincerely
worships Him, and oonsci entously obeys His commandments,
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%No fear--g disrezard for God, No love for God to guide :
conduct--Fear seeks not to oflend. It 1s a dam holding back i
turbulent “Wat era. Irrever'enc e 1a the mother of evil,
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J-M'The fear of the Lord" is used for the worship of God--No
vorshlip, a fruit of no fear. -




II. The positive issue of this fear, SERVE THE LORD,
T —

There were other claimsnts for the service of Isrgel beside

God. The Chaldean® gods, Egyptian gods, end Amorite gods.
7v9 -

i for this service--choosing a2 master. . % SR
Which has the W&? fede 10 ustive
Which ig the most worthy to be served?
Which will bring the grestest sdvantage?
Which will give the most inward satisfaction snd peac el

Which will exercise best influence on mey charscter?
Which comes %ecommended most by old servants who
- X have walked with both?

fasis for this call to service is God's work on their behalf.
Joshua relates thelr history. It emphasizes the truth that
everything of greatness in the history of the people was the

result of Divine action.

?2¢ Th¢ Meaning- oY this service.
M To labour, the service of a slave, to worship., Worship is

(\G |/
Q)V\ (er\ not just sitiing 1Inm church on Sunday morning. It is labouring
PK Tor Christ on lMonday morning, _The highest form of worship is

AVY /4 ‘ser'vic . ) < v —
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r 3¢ Thé¢ Manner)of this service.

(1) n Sincarj,ti: )\complete, whole or entire, no part . ,
acking; unblemi""frd'“i g, honW ?m
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Chri stians in c((atecombs wanting to get into th
collesium. Divided hearts, divided loyalties.

Service should not i n, ete,
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"As for me...

. Whate er others may do, he will net—£lineh Freom
his If every individusl would do his job and

not worry about someone else the work would be done,
Peter and Jesus--John 21

b. Be prepared to stand alone--Joshua is Prepared
to stand alone rather than dishonor the 1ivi
God,  &re you? At home, etc school, church?
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III. The Negative issue of his fea.r PUT AWAY. o

s sepaetion from former 11fe and sins, "Other side
of floo@ (River). ofi. After River recelved a

new God snd put away the gods of the former 1ife.
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1.  Put away means to bickili_de--from sin and the world.
g out thé is foreip:rl

2, Dig into our 1life and cut everythin
to grace.
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CONCLUSION:® They said, “We will serve." shua then demands
ractical heir sincerity. Vs 23-="¥o erefore put
avayees L0 Somethinsz about it now--express your choice.




