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EpHESIANS 5:18-19  “BE FILIED WITH THE SPIRIT"

You KNOW THEY SAY THAT IT'S RUDE TO BE PERSONAL. [ WANT TO
BE RUDE TO YOU TONIGHT AND BE IMPOLITE. THEY SAY IT'S RUDE TO
ASK PERSONAL QUESTIONS, YOU DON'T ASK PEOPLE HOW MUCH MONEY
THEY MAKE AT THEIR JOB., YOU DON'T ASK PEOPLE HOW MUCH THEY PAID
FOR THE HOME THEY LIVE IN. PERSONAL QUESTIONS CAN SOMETIMES BE
RUDE AND IMPOLITE. I WANT TO BE RUDE TO YOU FOR JUST A MOMENT
AND ASK YOU A VERY PERSONAL QUESTION, AND I WANT YOU TO ANSWER IT,
NoT OUT LOUD BUT YOU WILL HAVE TO ANSWER IT IN YOUR OWN HEART:
ARE YOU FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT?  ARE YOU FILLED WITH THE
HOLY SPIRIT? Now THAT IS THE MOST PERSONAL QUESTION I'LL EVER
ASK YOU BESIDES THE QUESTIONS, AREYOU SAVED? AND [ WANT TO ASK
YOU THAT AGAIN, AND I WANT YOU TO ANSWER IT IN YOUR OWN HEART,
You HAVE TO ANSWER IT - ARE YOU FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT?
RIGHT NOW,, IN THIS SERVICE, AT THIS VERY MOMENT? IS THE
HoLy SPIRIT FILLING YOU? ARE YOU COMPLETELY AND TOTALLY TONIGHT
FILLED WITH THE HoLy SPIRIT? Now IF YOU CANNOT ANSWER THAT
QUESTION, ONE OF TWO THINGS IS TRUE - EITHER YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE FILLEDCWITH THE SPIRIT, AND SO THEREFORE YOU
DO NOT KNOW IF YOU ARE, OR YOU DO UNDERSTAND WHAT IT MEANS BUT
THERE IS SOME SIN IN YOUR LIFE OR THERE IS AN AREA OF REBELLION



- PAGE 2 -

IN YOU LIFE AND YOU HAVE NOT YIELDED YOURSELF UNRESERVEDLY TO THE
SPIRIT. IF YOU CANNOT SAY YES, AND YOU DON'T SAY IT TO ME, YOU
SAY IT TO GOD, IF YOU CANNOT SAY, YES, THE BEST [ KNOW HOW. AS FAR
AS | KNOW, RIGHT NOW THE HoLY SPIRIT IS FILLING ME, THEN EITHER
YOU DO NOT UNDERSTAND WHAT THE FILLING OF THE HoLy SPIRIT IS OR
YOU DO UNDERSTAND BUT YOU HAVE NOT ALLOWED HIM TO CONTROL YOU
ABSOLUTELY,

Now THE BIBLE COMMANDS US TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT AND
THAT'S THE FIRST POINT OF MY MESSAGE. 10 BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
1S A comaND, IN EPH. 5:18 1S THE VERSE I WANT US TO LOOK AT
TONIGHT AND THE VERSES FOLLOWING IT, YOU LISTEN AS [ READ,

BEGINNING IN VERSE 18 AND READING THROUGH VERSE 21. +iivisis

You SEE, THAT IS A COMMAND, IT IS IN THE IMPERATIVE MOOD., AND

WHAT [ AM GOING TO BE DOING TONIGHT IS TAKING THE GREEK WORDS OF
THAT VERSE, AND THE TENSES AND THE MOODS AND APPLYING THEM TO YOUR
LIFE, IT IS IN THE IMPERATIVE MOOD. IT IS NOT A SUGGESTION, IT IS A
COMMAND, BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT. SPEAKING TO YOURSELVES IN PSALMS.,
AND HYMNS AND SPIRITUAL SONGS..:.:: OUT OF REVERENCE FOR GoD (THAT'S
WHAT IT MEANS), BE NOT DRUNK WITH WINE BUT BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT.
IN THE IMPERATIVE MooD, IT 1S A coMMAND, IT IS A COMMAND, THEREFORE
I HAVE THE RIGHT TO ASSUME THAT IF I AM NOT FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

AT THIS MOMENT [ AM LIVING IN DISOBEDIENCE TO GoD. IT IS A SIN, YOU
SEE, NOT BE FILLED WITH THE HoLy SPIRIT,

Now I DON'T WANT TO TAKE THE TIME TO TALK ABOUT THINGS THAT WE
ALREADY KNOW - WE ALREADY KNOW THAT EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS THE HoLy
SPIRIT DWELLING IN HIM, INDWELLING HIM., BUT THERE IS A DIFFERENCE
BETWEEN THE SPIRIT OF GODINDWELLING US AND THE SPIRIT OF GOD FILLING
US, EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS THE HoLy SPIRIT, [ HEARD A PREACHER PREACH

ONE TIME ON HOW TO GET THE HoLy SPIRIT, THE SERMON WAS GOOD, IT
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JUST WASN'T SCRIPTURAL., YOU ALREADY HAVE THE HOLY SPIRIT IF YOU ARE
SAVED, AT THAT MOMENT OF YOUR CONVERSION HE CAME TO DWELL AS WE PREACHED
THIS MORNING, PERMANENTLY IN YOU. BUT YOU CAN BE INDWELT WITH THE
HoLy SPIRIT AND NOT BE FILLED WITH THE HoLY SPIRIT. EVERY CHRISTIAN
IS INDWELT BY THE HoLY SPIRIT, BUT NOT EVERY CHRISTIAN IS INFILLED
BY THE SPIRIT, IT IS A COMMAND, IT IS A SIN NOT TO BE FILLED WITH
THE HOLY SPIRIT,

As I wAS READING THIS VERSE THIS AFTERNOON, [ BEGAN TO THINK
ABOUT OUR DEACON ELECTION AND YOU KNOW ONE OF THE REQUIREMENTS THAT
WE READ A MOMENT AGO IS THAT HE CAN'T BE ADDICTED TO STRONG DRINK,
WE WOULDN'T ELECT ANY MAN AS A DEACON WHO WAS A DRUNKARD, WE WOULDN'T
DO THAT, YOU WOULDN'T HAVE A PASTOR THAT WAS ADDICTED TO STRONG
DRINK, WE SAY THAT'S A SIN BECAUSE THE BIBLE COMMANDS US NOT TO BE
DRUNK WITH WINE. BUT I WANT YOU TO NOTICE THAT THE SAME VERSE THAT
COMMANDS US NOT TO BE DRUNK WITH WINE ALSO COMMANDS US TO BE FILED
WITH THE SPIRIT, [ THINK BOTH OF THEM ARE EQUALLY WRONG IN THE SIGHT
OF GoD, How IS IT THAT WE CAN DIVIDE AND DISSECT AND TAKE WHAT WE WANT
AND LEAVE WHAT WE DON'T WANT, IT IS JUST AS MUCH A SIN IN THE SIGHT OF
GOD NOT TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD AS IT IS TO BE DRUNK WITH
WINE, ONE IS A NEGATIVE COMVAND, THEOTHER IS A POSITIVE COMMAND, AND
YOU KNOW THAT THEBIBLE PUTS MUCH MORE STOCK IN POSITIVE COMMANDS THAW
IT DOES IN NEGATIVE COMMANDS, AND MANY OF US ARE SATISFIED WITH OUR
CHRISTIAN LIFE, YOU SEE BECAUSE WE ARE NOT DRUNK WITH WINE AND ALL THAT
THAT SYMBOLIZES. THAT MEANS THAT THERE ARE SOME THINGS IN OUR LIFE THAT
WE DON'T DO, THOSE THINGS THAT BAPTIST HAVE TAGGED A SIN - THOSE THINGS
THAT THE CHURCH HAS TAGGED AS TABOO, HANDS OFF, AND SO WE REFRAIN FROM
DOING THESE THINGS AND WE EQUATE OUR SPIRITUAL LIFE, OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE,

WITH THE THINGS THAT WE DON'T DO, BUT HE SAYS IT IS JUST AS MUCH A
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COMMAND OF (GOD TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT AS IT IS NOT BE DRUNK

WITH WINE,
Now, I WANT TO REPEAT THE QUESTION I ASKED AT THE BEGINNING OF

THE MESsAGE: ARE YOU RIGHT NOW FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD?

IS THE HOLY SPIRIT OF GOD, RIGHT AT THIS MOMENT AS T PREACH TO YOU,

IS HE FILLING YOU? IF He 1SN'T THEN YOU ARE SINNING AGAINST (OD.

IT 1S A SIN OF OMISSION, [HERE IS SOME ATMOSPHERE, SOME AREA OF

YOUR CHRISTIANLIFE THAT YOU ARE NOT OBEDIENT IN. [HE REASON THAT

HE WANTS US TO BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT IS BECAUSE THAT EVERY

THING THAT HAPPENS TO US IN OUR CHRISTIAN LIFE COMES THROUGH THE

MEDIUM OF THE HoLy SPIrRIT, MXKK RKXKEX HE 1S THE OPERATORE OF

THE CHRISTIAN LIFE, (OD DOES NOT WORK APART FROM THE HoLY SPIRIT,

THIS IS THE AGE OF GRACE, THIS IS THE DISPENSATION OF THE SPIRIT,.

AND WHEN JESUS ASCENDED TO THE FATHER AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, HE

TURNED THE REIGNS OF THE GOVERNMENT OF HIS KINGDOM INTO THE HANDS OF

THE SPIRIT - EVERY ACT OF THE CHRSTIAN NOW IS UNDER THE CONTROL OF

THE HoLy SPIRIT. AND IF THE HoLY SPIRIT, YOU SEE, IS NOT FILLING

US THEN HE CANNOT DO IN US WHAT HE WANTS TO DO IN US. OVER IN GALATIANS

CHAPTER 5 WHEN IT SPEAKS ABOUT THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT. [T SAYS THE

FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS LOVE - DO YOU HAVE TROUBLE LOVING PEOPLE? ARE

YOU HOSTILE TOWARDS PEOPLE? THEN THE HOLY SPIRIT ISNOT FILLING YOU,

IF THE HoLy SPIRIT IS NOT FILLING YOU HE CANNOT PRODUCE HIS FRUIT

IN YOU, YOU SEE. THE HoLy SPIRIT IS LOVE, THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT IS

Joy, HAVE YOU LOST THE JOY OF YOUR SALVATION? ARE YOU NOT TONIGHT,

HAPPY IN THE LORD? I DIN'T ASK IF YOU WERE HAPPY - [ ASKED IF YOU WERE

HAPPY IN THE LORD - THERE'S A DIFFERENCE BETWEEN BEING HAPPY AND BEING

HAPPY IN THE LORD. I'M HAPPY IN THE LORD. ARE YOU HAPPY IN THE LORD,

You KNOW JUST TO KNOw HIM, JusT TO KNOW HIM, AND TO FELLOWSHIP WITH

HIM AND TO BE ABLE TO WORSHIP HIM., LIKE I SAID THIS MORNING, HE DWELLS
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IN YOU, AND YOU WALK DOWN THE STREET OF DALLAS AND YOU DON'T HAVE
ANYTHING TO DO SO YOU WORSHIP THELORD, YOU THINK ABOUT JESUS AND YOU
THINK ABOUT WHAT HE HAS DONE FOR YOU AND YOUR JOY JUST BUBBLES UP
AND YOUR HEART IS FILLED, AND LIKE ONE MAN AT THE RETREAT SAID. IF

I DON'T GET UP AND TELL WHAT JESUS MEANS TO ME ['M GOING TO BURST.
THAT's Joy IN THE LorD, OH THERE ARE A LOT OF CHRISTIANS THAT HAVE
JOY IN THE CHURCH, THEY'RE HAPPY YOU KNOW WHEN THE CHURCH DOOR IS
OPNE, THEY ARE HAPPY WHEN THEY ARE SINGING IN THE CHOIR AND THEY'RE
HAPPY WHEN EVERYTHING IS GOING ALL RIGHT, BUT THAT'S NOT THE SAME
THING AS BEING HAPPY IN THE LorD. DavID PRAYED IN Ps &5 ...,

THAT THEY MAY WHAT? REJOICE - REJOICE IN THE LORD, [ WANT YOU TO
KNOW TONIGHT THAT I'M HAPPY IN THE LORD, JUST TO KNOW JESUS, JUST TO
KXX KNOW HIM AND TOFELLOWSHIP WITH HIM, AND TO KNOW THAT HE INDWELLS
ME BY THE HoLY SPIRIT, AND TO KNOW THAT HE LOVES ME,A ND TO KNOW THAT
He's My LORD, AND THAT TOMORROW HE'S GOING TO DO SOMETHING FOR ME HE
DIDN'T DO TODAY, AND EVERYDAY WITH JESUS IS BETTER THAN THE DAY BEFORE,
THIS HAS BEEN THE GREATEST DAY [ HAVE EVER LIVED, AND TOMORROW, IF [
LET THE SPIRIT OF GOD FILL ME., WILL BE THE GREATEST DAY I HAVE EVER
LIVED,, | HAVEN'T LIVED MY BEST DAY YET, | HAVEN'T PREACHED MY BEST
SERMON YET. [ KNOW SOME OF YOU WISH I WOULD HURRY UP AND GET THERE,
BUT [ WANT YOU TO KNoW I HAVEN'T HAD THE BEST YET THAT GOD HAS FOR
ME.EVERY DAY IT'S BETTER AND DEEPER, BECAUSE ALL THE TREASURES OF GOD
ARE IN JESUS AND | HAVE NEVER BEEN ABLE TO PLUMB THE DEPTHS OF JESUS,
THAT's Joy IN THE LOrD, JoY IN THE LoRD,
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FRIDAY WE WENT TO VISIT SOME OF THOSE MINES UP AROUND SILVER -
CRIPPLE CREEK, AND VICTOR., THOSE GOLD MINES - AND, THEY'RE STILL
OPEN, THEY'RE NOT WORKING, THEY'RE SHUT DOWN, BUT THE SHAFTS ARE STILL
OPEN, | DIDN'T REALIZE THEY JUST LET THOSE DEEP HOLES IN THE GROUND
BE OPEN, AND SO WE WNT TO LOOK AT ONE OF THOSE, GOT OUT OF THE CAR
AND WALKED OVER THERE AND | TIPTOED BECAUSE THERE ARE SOME THINGS THAT
['M NOT TOO CRAZY ABOUT AND ONE OF THEM IS FALLING INTO MINE SHAFTS,
AND WE TIPTOED OVER THERE AND | LOOKED DOWN IN THERE AND IT WAS DARK AND
YOU COULDN'T SEE ANYTHING AND I SAID WELL I WONDER HOW DEEP THAT 1S. WE
PICKED UP A ROCK AND DROPPED IT DOWN THERE AND [ NEVER HEARD IT HIT
BOTTOM, | JUST NEVER HEARD IT HIT BOTTOM., AND YOU KNOW THE LORD IS LKE
THAT. You kNow THE BIBLE SAYS IN I PETER THAT THE ANGELS DESIRE TO LOOK
INTO OUR SALVATION. Now YOU THINK ABOUT THAT FOR A FEW MINUTES - THE
ANGELS WHO STAND BEFORE THE THRICE HOLY GOD THROUGHOUT ALL ETERNITY AND
SING AND SHOUT HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, AND THEY HAVE SEEN EVERYTHING THAT GoD
HAS EVER DONE AND THEY WERE THERE WHEN GOD SPOKE AND THE WORLDSCAME
INTO EXISTENCE, THEY WERE THERE WHEN HEA%gNMERN OUT OF THE DUST OF THE
GROUND, AND THEY WERE THERE WHEN HE DESTROYED THE WORLD WITH FIRE AND
WITH WATER, THEY WERE THERE WHEN JESUS WAS BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY IN
BETHLEHEM, THEY WERE THERE JESUS DIED, THEY WERE AT THE RESURRECTION,
BUT THEY ARE STILL INTERESTED IN MY SALVATION, AND THE BIBLE SAYS THAT
THEY DESIRE TO LOOK INTO MY SALVATION. [HERE IS SO MUCH TO MY SALVATIDN
THAT THE ANGELS ARE JEALOUS OF IT TO A DEGREE AND THEY ARE INTERESTED

IN IT, AND | FIND | STAND TONIGHT ANKLE DEEP IN A FATHOMLESS OCEAN
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AND THE MORE I LEARN ABOUT JESUS, THE MORE THERE IS TO LEARN ABOUT
HiM,  JUST LIKE THAT MINE SHAFT YOU CAN NEVER HIT BOTTOM, Joy IN
THE LorD. Jov IN THE LorD. LET ME ASK YOU TONIGHT, IS THE HoLy
SPIRIT PRODUCING THAT FRUIT IN YOUR HEART? HE can (?) MAKE you
HAPPY IN THE LORD. YOU DON'T HAVE ANY JOY IN THE LORD TONIGHT
IF THE HoLy SPIRIT IS NOT FILLING YOU, YOU SEE, IT IS NECESSARY FOR
YOU TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT FOR YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE TO WORK,
XXX

Do You KNOW WHAT ABUNDANT LIFE 1S? I'VE BEEN DOING A LOT OF
TEACHING ON ABUNDANT LIFE LATELY, AND THE LORD GAVE ME A GOOD DEFINITION
OF ABUNDANT LIFE WHEN I WAS ON THIS RETREAT. Do YOU KNOW WHAT
ABUNDANT LIFE 1S? IT'S THE SAME THING AS ABUNDANT HEALTH -- DO YOU
KNOW WHAT ABUNDANT HEALTH I1S? THAT'S WHEN EVERYTHING WORKS RIGHT,
THAT'S WHAT ABUNDANT HEALTH IS - WHEN EVERYTHING WORKS RIGHT. Do you
KNOW WHAT ABUNDANT LIFE 1S? THAT'S WHEN EVERYTHING WORKS RIGHT,
IT'S WHEN YOU KNOW THAT YOU CAN PRAY AND (GOD HEARS YoU, IT'S WHEN You
KNOW THAT YOU HAVE VICTORY TODAY. As PAUL sAYS IN RoMANS CHAPTER 5
IN THE AMPLIFIED VERSION, WE ARE DAILY DELIVERED FROM SIN'S DOMINION,
EVERYTHING WORKS. EVERYTHING WORKS, THAT'S ABUNDANT LIFE. SOME OF
US SITTING HERE TONIGHT HAVE BEEN SAVED FOR YEARS AND YEARS, AND
YOUR CHRISTIAN LIFE HAS NEVER WORKED FORYOU, OVER IN JOHN CHAPTER
16 AND VERSE 14 JESUS 1S TRYING TO EMPHASIZE TO THE DISCIPLES THE
IMPORTANCE OF THE COMING OF THE SPIRIT. YOU CANT EMPHASIZE TOO MUCH
THE WORK OF THE HoLy SPIRIT. Now YOU CAN GET SIDETRACKED AND EXALT
THE SPIRIT AND THAT'S A SIN BECAUSE THE SPIRIT JUST WANTS TO EXALT
JEsus, AND JESUS SAYS, WHEN HE 1s come, IN VERSE 14, HE §§Q§LGLORIFY

NOW, NOTICE THIS:

ME,/FOR HE SHALL TAKE WHAT IS MINE AND SHOW IT UNTO YOU. Now FOR
A LONG TIME [ THOUGHT ALL THAT MEANT WAS THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT wouLD

GET FACTS ABOUT JESUS AND RELATE THAT INFORMATION TO ME., WELL
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THAT'S PART OF IT BUT THAT'S NOT WHAT IT REALLY MEANS. THE GREEK WORDS
IN THOSE VERSESMEANS THIS,THAT THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL GO TO JESUS AND
GET WHAT BELONGS TO JESUS AND WILL DEPOSIT IT IN ME., YOU SEE, THAT'S
WHAT THE HoLYy B® SPIRIT DOES. THE HOLY SPIRIT GOES TO JESUS ARD TAKES
WHAT BELONGS TO JESUS AND TRANSMITS THAT TO ME. NOT JUST FACTS.,
CHARACTER, ATTRIBUTES, POWER. FOR INSTANCE, I MAY NEED PATIENCEX TOMORROW,
MAYBE [ HAVE A PROBLEM, MAYBE I'M GOING TO BE WORKING WITH SOMEONE
THAT [ AM A LITTLE IMPATIENT WITH. | NEED PATIENCE.AND O JESUS CHRIST
IS INFINITELY PATIENT AND THE HoLY SPIRIT GOES TO THAT TRESSURE HOUSE
OF PATIENCE, HE GOES AND TAKES THE PATIENCE OF JESUS AND GIVES IT TO
ME. | MAY NEED WISDOM IN FACING A DECISION, AND THE HoLy SPIRIT
IF HE 1S FILLING ME, WILL GO TO JESUS, AND THE BIBLE SAYS ALL THE WISDOM
OF GOD IS TREASURED UP IN JESUS, AND HE TAKES SOME OF THE WISDOM THAT
BELONGS TO JESUS AND HE WILL DEPOSIT IT IN MY HEART, IN MY MIND, I
MAY FACE A TEMPTATION TOMORROW - WELL NO MAYBE ABOUT IT, I WILL FACE A
TEMPTATION TOMORROW, [ NEED STRENGTH, POWER, AND SO THE HoLy SPIRIT
GOES TO JESUS, WHO SAYS, “ALL POWER IS GIVEN UNTO ME IN HEAVEN AND
EARTH", HE GOES TO THAT MINE, THAT POWER, WHICH IS JESUS AND TAKES
AND DEPOSITS IT WITHIN MY OWN HEART AND [ HAVE POWER, You SEE, THIS IS
WHY IT IS SO 8 IMPORTANT THAT [ AM NOT A CLOGGED CHANNEL, THAT
EVERYTHING IS OPEN BETWEEN THE HOLY SPIRIT AND MYSELF. IF I AM NoT
ALLOWING THE HoLy SKXXX SPIRIT TO FILLME THEN HE CANNOT DO FOR ME
THE THINGS THAT HE NEEDS TO DO FOR ME.
[ Ask You AGAIN TONIGHT, IS THE HOLY SPIRIT FILLING YOU?

WELL, YOU SAY, WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE FILLED WITH THE HoLy SPIRIT?
ALL R1GHT—— PoINnT #1, 1T 15 A EBMK

COMMAND TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

PoINT #1, TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT IS A
EXMMR  COMMAND TO BE CONTROLLED BY THE SPIRIT,
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IT 1S A COMVAND TO BE CONTROLLED BY THE SPIRIT. THIS VERB = BE

FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT, IS A PASSIVE VERB, [HE NEw ENGLISH BIBLE
TRANSLATES IT THIS WAY, “LET THE HoLy SPIRIT FILL You”. You SEE,

YOU SEE THE EMPHASIS? THE HoLY SPIRIT WANTS TO FILL ME, THE ONLY

THING THAT IS KEEPING ME TONIGHT FROM BEING FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT

1S THAT I JusT woN'T LET HIM, FOR ME TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT
MEANS THAT I YEILD TO HIM WITHOUT RESERVATION, [T MEANS THAT I

ALLOW THE HoLy SPIRIT TO FILL ME. Now NOTICE HOW PAUL FUSES THESE

TWO IDEAS TOGETHER IN VERSE 18, iiviv4s WHEN A MAN IS

DRUNK WITH WINE, WHAT IS THE MATTER WITH HIM? WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH
HIM? HE IS UNDER THEINFLUENCE OF ANOTHERPOWER. HE IS BEING CONTROLLED
BYAN OUTSIDE FORCE. MEXKXXX HIis TONGUE, HIS WALK, HIS MIND IS UNDER
THE CONTROL OF SOMETHING OTHER THAN HIMSELF, WHEN A MAN IS DRUNK

WITH WINE, Now, THAT IS EXACTLY WHAT IT MEANS TO BE FILLED WITH THE
HoLy SPIRIT - 1 T MEANS THAT [ ALLow THE HS TO CONTROL ME. [ ALLOW
HiM To CONTROL ME. ANOTHER WAY OF SAYING IT IS, I LET JESUs BE LORD

OF MY LIFE, [HE COMMAND TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT IS A COMMAND TO
BE CONTROLLED BY THE HoLY SPIRIT. Now., YOU KNOW THERE ARE A LOT OF
PEOPLE THAT WOULD LIKE TO BE FILLED WITH THE HoLy SPIRIT. Bur ¥ I
WANT US TO THINK XX OF IT TONIGHT IN THE LIGHT #¥KX¥X oF BEING
CONTROLLED BY THE HS. Do You REALLY WANTXXX¥XX TONIGHT., TO BE CONTROLLED
BY THE SPIRIT? BECAUSE YOU SEE IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE FILLED WITH

THE SPIRIT AND IF YOU ARE GOING TO BE CONTROLLED BY THE SPIRIT IT MEANS
THAT YOU ARE GOING TO BE CONTROLLED BY A PERSON THAT WILL NOT TOLERATE
ANY OF YOUR SELFISHNESS. DO YOU WANT TO BE CONTROLLED BY SOMEONE WHO
WILL NOT LET YOU THINK OF SELF ALL THE TIME. DO YOU REALLY WANT TO BE
CONTROLED BY SOMEBODY WHO WAN'T LET YOU BE HAPPY TELLING A LIE? Do vou
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REALLY WANT TO BE CONTROLLED BY SOMEBODY TONIGHT THAT WILL NOT
TOLERATE YOUR IMPURITY? WILL NOT TOLERATE THE MAGAZINES YOU READ

AND THE JOKES YOU TELL? Do YOU REALLY WANT TO BE CONTROLLED BY
SOMEBODY TONIGHT THAT WILL NOT TOLERATE YOUR GOSSIPAND YOUR CRITICISM?
Do YOU REALLY WANT TO BE CONTROLLED BY A PERSON TONIGHT THAT WILL

NOT TOLERATE YOUR JEALOUSY AND YOUR ENVY? Do YOU REALLY WANT TO

BE CONTROLLED TONIGHT BY A PERSON THAT WILL NOT TOLERATE YOUR
PRAYERLESSNESS AND WHO WILL NOT LET YOU ROB (GOD WITH YOUR TITHES

AND OFFERINGS:, DO YOU REALLY WANT TO BE CONTROLLED BY SOMEONE LIKE
THAT?

['M AFRAID SOME OF US WANT TO BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT BUT WE
DON'T KNOW WHAT THAT MEANS, [0 BE FILLED WITH THE HOLY SPIRIT MEANS
THAT [ coMe To THE HoLy SPiriT, I cove To JESUs CHRIST AND [ ALLOW
HIM TO CONTROL ME, THAT MEANS MY THOUGHTS, MY TONGUE, MY WHOLE LIFE,

HE CONTROLS ME ABSOLUTELY. [ SAY WITH THAT SONGWRITER, MAKE ME A
CAPTIVE, DEAR LORD, AND THEN I SHALL BE FREE. FORCE ME TO RENDER UP

MY SWORD, AND I CONQUERER SHALL BE. [ SINK IN LIFE'S ALARMS WHEN BY
MYSELF [ STAND., IMPRISON ME WITHIN THY ARMS, AND STRONGSHALL BE MY
HAND, YOU SEE THAT'S WHAT IT MEANS. IT MEANS THAT I BECOME THE SLAVE
oF Jesus, I LET THE HoLYy SPIRIT CONTROL ME, ABSOLUTELY CONTROL ME. Now
THIS GIVES AN INDICATION OF HOW A PERSON IS FILLED WITH THE HoLy SPIRIT,
You CAN BE FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT TONIGHT. YOU CAN BE FILLED WITH THE
SPIRIT EVERY DAY OF YOUR LIFE, By THE way, THIS 1S IN THE PRESENT
TENSE AND THAT'S MY THIRD POINT,

To BE FILLED WITH THE HoLy SPIRIT 1IS:

FIrsT oF ALL A COMMAND

IT 1s A COMMAND TO BE CONTROLLED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT,  AnD

THirp IT IS A COMMAND TO BE CONTINUOUSLY CONTROLLED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT,
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THAT's IN THE PRESENT TENSE. I THINK THE AMPLIFIED VERSION BRINGS

IT OUT LIKE THIS : BUT BE YE FILLED, BE YE BEING FILLED WITH THE
SPIRIT. [T INDICATES A CONTINUOUS HABIT OF LIFE. EVERY DAY, EVERY
HOUR, EVERY MOMENT THE CHRISTIAN IS SUPPOSED TO BE BEING FILLED WITH
THE SPIRIT. EVERY MOMENT OF YOUR LIFE YOU ARE M TO BE UNDER THE
CONTROL OF HoLy SPIRIT., THIS IS WHAT PAUL MEANS IN GALATIANS CHAPTER
5 WHEN HE SAYS, WALK IN THE SPIRIT., WELL HOW DO YOU WALK IN THE
SPIRIT? You ALLOW THE HS TO TAKE CHARGE OF EVERY STEP YOU TAKE,

EVEN THE TRIFLES OF LIFE, OH AND HE DOES NOT TOLERATE THE TRIFLES OF
LIFE, YOU BECOME SUPER-SENSITIVE TO THE SINS IN YOUR LIFE. [
REMEMBER SOME YEARS AGO IN A SERVICE, AN EVANGELISTIC SERVICE, THE
PASTOR GAVE THE INVITATION AND A WOMAN WALKED DOWN THE AISLE AND
CONFESSED HER SIN. DO YOU KNOW WHAT HER SIN WAS —— DO YOU KNOW WHAT
SHE CONFESSED? SHE SAID, I'VE BEEN PLAYING DOMINOES. [ THINK FOR A
LOT OF YEARS [ THOUGHT THAT LADY WAS SOME KIND OF NUT, WHAT IN THE WORLD
IS WRONG WITH PLAYING DOMINOES? NOT A THING. BUT YOU KNOW WHAT THAT
LADY SAID SHE HAD BEEN SPENDING TOO MUCH TIME, TOO MUCH TIME. Now Do
YOU WANT TO BE CONTROLLED TONIGHT BY SOMEBODY WHO'S GOING TO NAG YOU
ONCE AND A WHILE IF YOU SPERD TOO MUCH TIME FOOLING AROULs VASTINSG
TIME., SOME OF TILSC T1{INGS THAT ARE NOT WRONG IN THEMSELVES BUT
THEY ARE ROBBING JESUS OF PRECIOUS TIME IN YOUR LIFE. YOU BECOME
SUPER-SENSITIVE TO SIN YOU SEE. OH, IF YOU SLIP AND SAY AN UNKIND
WORD, OR IF YOU SAY SOMETHING ABOUT SOMEBODY THAT YOU DID NOT MEAN
TO SAY, YOU JUST DON'T HAVE ANY PEACE, AND YOU HAVE TO GO AND MAKE IT
RIGHT, SOME OF YOU WONDERED WHY IN THE WORLD DURING OUR REVIVAL SO
MANY PEOPLE KEPT GOING TO OTHER PEOPLE ANDXMXXXM¥X saving, ['M
SORRY FOR WHAT I SAID, I'M SORRY FOR WHAT I DID. AND YOU THOUGHT.
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how could anybody stand up here and publicly confess to the church
some sin in their 1life? Well I want to say once you've known the
filling of the Holy Spirit you'll die to have it. You can't buy

w/ money, and once you've known what it means to be happy in the
Lord andknown that peace and joy when the HS is filling you and
controlling you every day of your life, you'll give your life to
know that ex. day by day. So you are not going to tolerate anything
that would quench that Spirit in your life. That's why some of us
are not filled with the Spirit, it doesn't mean that much to us.

The more I preach the more helpless I feel. The more helpless
I feel. The more I realize it's all of the HS, it's all of the HS.
Oh I tell you if the Spirit of God doesn't do it, it's not done
at all. Now I want to make this very practical. I want to make this
very practical. This isnot for preachers, that Greek word is in the
Y plural. It says, be ye filled - that's plural, that's not
singular. Paul's not writing to the bishops at Rome, he isn't
writing to the pastor at Ephesus, he's writing to the rank and file of
that church andhe says, everyone of you ought to be filled.

Do you remember the prophecy of Joel —— the Lord says, in the
last days I will pour out my Spirit upon ALL flesh, that means you,
that means you. Listen, when ¥X the HS of God fills you, then you
can be a witness. Oh, the Lord has really been dealing with me about
this matter in our church this week. You know what I'm praying for
now? I think we've pretty well gotten right with the Lord, a lot
of us have. I believe we're just starting. I believe we're just
beginming, I believe God has just gotten us where he can use us.

And one of the sins of this church has been that we've not been
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witnessing and winning as we ought. But what difference does

it make - because we've not been able to for we've not been right
with God. I think the Lord has gotten us to a place now where He
can. But X it is the Spirit of God that gives you the ability
to witness,I'm going to be teaching a course on Wednesday night,
but I tell you I can't mEazxkx teach anybody to witness. And you
can take this course and take the book and memorize every sentence
and still not want to witness, and go out and fail. It's the
Spirit that does 1itHX&EXX He must witness through you and He will
if you yield yourself to Him.

I'm not going to be satisfied unless our church comes to this
place where our people are witnessing and winning people to Jesus.
It takes a while to do that. You don't do that overnight. And
the Lord has been dealing with us for a long time now getting us
to this place.

Now I want to ask you the question again. And I want to keep
asking you, and I pray the Lord will ask it of you every moment
of this night ARE YOU FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT OF GOD? Right
now, this very moment, is the Holy Spirit of God filling you?

By that I mean is the HS right now, as best you know how, in absolute
control of your life? Well, if there is a known sin in your life

that you arenot willing to let the Lord take away XxXKXXANXEX XK
then He's not filling you, because He's not in control, is he?

You see, you can come to the altar and you can say, Lord,XEX&XXX

i1l me with the HSmx#&kdzxx Lord fill me with the HS. And the

Lord says, all right I'11l fill you just as soon as you go to so and so
and apologize for what you did. I'll fill you just as soon as you

go home and take that stuff out of the refrigerator. I'll fill you

with the Spirit just as soon as you go home and rummage through
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that magazine rack and throw out some of that junk. TI'll fill
you with the Spirit just as soon as you make ¥ up your mind that
you're going to start honoring God with your tithe and offering.
I'11 £il1l1 you w/ the Spirit if you're willing to be a witness for
me. I'11 fill you w/ the Spirit if you'llget rid of that sin.
And if you ignore that andif you build a detour around it andif
you say, no, I want to be filled w/ the Spirit but I'm not willing
to do that thing. Then you forget it because the Spirit of God
is not in control you see. You see, being filled w/ the Spirit
is simply allowing the Spirit of God to control us. Momemt
by moment. Now you can be filled w/ the Spirit one minute
and not the next minute. You can be walking down the street
filled w/ theSpirit and then you can sin and then the Spirit of God
is not in control. But immediately you canconfess that sin to God
and theSpirit of God is in control again, you see. It's just a
matter of allowing the HS to absolutely control us. Is the
Holy Spirit controlling you right now?

You know Paul says in I Cor. where the spirit of the Lord
is there is liberty. Now one trasnlation has it this way ——
and I love this —— it says, where the Spirit is Lord there is
liberty. You know what that's talking about? Do you know anything
about that liberty? Liberty to pray - liberty to witness = liberty
to be free from those sins, some that have been bugging you and
binding you ever since you have been saved. Liberty, freedom,

selfishness. When the Spirit is Lord

emancipated from W&EXXX
there is liberty. Is He ILord in your life? Is He controlling

you? Then you know what I'm talking about when I talk about



