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ANXTIOUS ANGELS
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INTRODUCTION It has been sald that what man has gained through

' Christ is far greater than what he lost through Adeam. The Bible

emphasizes the glory of m which has come through salvation. No
where is this expressed(’ clearer than in the last words of verse
12--"Which things the angels desire to look into." lany people
believe that when we get to heaven we will become angels. But
what we have now‘and then is enough to make the angels them-
selves,who have Seen all the splendor of God through all eternity,
gaze upon us with great interegt. IT portrays one stooping and
stretChing Tthe neck to gaze on some wonderful sight. The word
"look!| meens 1iterally to "Llook from the side,' and shows that

the angels conteriplate salveation from without, as spectators, not
as. participants. What is it that the sngels are gazing at?
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I. THEX DEbIRE TO LOOK INTO OUR INHERITANCE.

(Verses 3 4, 5) n“fﬁ' ‘_”;f o

We are heirs to a spiritusl—estate., It signifies a;EiiE;EEIEPd
to His chosen people. ' In the 01d Teéstament, it is the Promised
‘Land, in the New, it is a 'possession viewed in one sense as a
present possession, and in another as future. It emphagsizes

galvation as a gift, Our inheritance iy the heavenly king-
| SEE”IEfEIT_its glory. i

The littl baby lying in the crib does not fully realize
the inheritance that 1s his--we are the save way.

1. Theygéurce of our inheritence is the New Birth.
Verse 5. 4:,QLj%6@adi Ut (prrRT g

: An 1nher1tance is a heritag_,which one receives by virtue
}Qi_pirih or by a special gift. @s God's sons, we are His heirs,
and have by birth come into an inheritance.

“This new life, new birth tqgk_plgggvin accord with His
gregt mercy. He took pity upon us in our condition and i raised
‘us from where we were to an entirely different state.

2. T%e EE?EfEfg;ﬁf our inheritence.

The | @d:ectives emphasize the fact that it is eternel and
gpiéiggel.
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cor tible. It belongs to the future world and
is apart from this corruptible world. It is an imperish-
able possession. It 'is beyond the reach of death. No

grave will ever be dug onmﬁéis esta;e'x %%ZLUHLA%é&yM/

(2) It4s Undefiled, It is pure in a morsl sedse, imply-

separation from the sinful world. It is beyond the taint
of sin. Sin has ruined mosé@;z%;gs in thislife.
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(3) t is Unfading. This word is used oIMfadlng flowers.
The lovliness of the heavenly inheritance is described as
exenpt from fading. It never withers, never disappoints,
never becomes old or worm. _The delignt of it will never
lessen or grow stale. The leaf never turns. 1t is
beyond the blight of: change.

Bia Thé;ggzmgiziiz,/ﬁ/our inheritence.

EXDTGSSed in two wayse

(1) "Reserved in heaven..." To keep watch over, keep
undi sturbed, unharmed--opposite of lose. In the perfect
tense: Has been guarded, isbeingguraded, will al¥ays

: ‘be guarded. It has been reserved m _beginning to the
end, Eternity is Inm the word. /£ it is God who keeps,

R @ Fords, il oon 1y
(2) “"Por you,.who are kept..." To hold in custody--

N\jfffffz;ﬂﬂfé;'to build a wall around.

. We are amid enemies who are bent on robbing us of
our inheritance. Again a perfect:part.@ .a&gggilnugus
procesgs of protection. The inheritance itself is safe
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‘and we are likewise guarded for the inheritance.

”Through foith--" Faith that trusts the guarding power of
God. In every @enger our faith turns to God.

"Unto salvation." This is the finsl result of God's

keeping. "Ready..." ©Not about to, but prepared, accom-
plished, Right now we are prepared. There is no more that
we must do. N
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THEY DESIRE TO LOOK INTO OUR T Z\L (Verses 6,7)

Here is present rejoicing in the midst of grief. The joy of

the

Christian 1ife is continuous and not conditioned by the

changing moods of earth,
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1. They are necessary. "If need be." Used of divine
destiny.

2. They are short. "For a season."”

Ll

. They have a purpose. "Triel of your faith,'
"Triagl" means to approve by means of testing, to prove
genuine."

Is it the trial or the faith that is more precious? 1Is
it more preciocus than the trial of gold or of the gold?
Precious means "valuable." It is the trial, not the faith,
that is more precious. The assayer's repért to the mining
company is of far more value than the gold he has assayed.
The fact that a certain Christian has been put to the test
end has met that test, sand thus has demonstrated that he can
be trusted by God, is of far more value to God than his faith,
God has xomeone He knows He cgn trust. The trial of faith is
Jmore valuable than the trial of God. Would to God we thought

as much of faithfulness to God as we do of s

“Unto praise and honor at appearing of Ghrist.”" Well done

> Ill- Missionary for thirty years on same boat with Tedcy
ﬂ? Roosevelt, no one notived the mlssionary--complalned to the
\_ Lord. 01d misslonery, you are not home yet.'
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III.?ﬁThEX DESIRE TO_LOOK INTO OUR LOVE FOR J S WHOM WE HAVE

NEVER SEIN. \ %P/%Q«

(Verse 8) We can understand how the angel? would wonder at
this. " Our love began and continues without the sight of Him,

l. " How do wé come to love Him?
"Believing" ' Through faith, submission to Him, considering
ourselves the life-time servent of Jesus.

2. The outcome of such love “Joy unspeakable and full of
glory."
Inexpressible because it is clothed in the glory of the

future 1life. A taste of glory nows

CONCLUSION: Look into what Jesus has done--sufferings and glories
thet follow. You will come to love Him,




