THE TRIUMPH OF HOPE

Text: 'Romans 5H:l-11

INTRODUCTION: We are hearing many notes of despeir during these
days. And there are good reasons for it. But the tragedy is that
this spirit is creeping into the churches and the attitudes of
Christians, Do you sometimes feel like the victjm instead of the
victor? Do you feel like the conquered instead of the conqueror?
We have let the world oppress us, suppress us and depress US.

We need to eliminate the negative and accenuate the positive.o
Psul-is doing this in this passage.

We cgnnot escepe the notes of assurance and victory in these

verses.,  This passsge of Scripture ex sts th ndamental ideas
of” a§§g§gnce, hope and security for the bellever.

‘There are two key words in the passage for my message.
Fn Verse 2, rejoice--gsame in verse 3--"glory" end in verse 11,
joy." They are all one word, which indicates not merely the
inward joy of the heart, but the grateful and confident utterance
of the 1ips. TE-EIW5§§"Iﬁﬁiies the expression of feeling. It

denotes’ a sho triumph. Here is Scriptural grounds for
shouting.

The other word 18] "hope found three times here. Hope is not
to be understood in' the degenerate sense that some use it. It does
not mean to wish ! or blindly expect. Hope is the perserverence of
folth, | It denotes the assurance of salvation together with the
5QXiEl__EEéﬁﬁiﬁi_fgﬁgwggﬁgjgl‘gpnfidence in which one waits for
the Consumation of his assurence, The idea of the security of
the believer 1s exhausted in the word "hope." Hope is the link
between the present and the future.

We give a shout of triumph because of the hope. The hope is

‘the basis for the rejocing. The assurance 1s the reason for the

triumphant shout. A man that does not have assurance does not

have the ghout of "victory. M p{ LMW\*M&LL(, ()zquu A ek, o OU (Q.L.«:g"
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The Christian hag”a basis Por B asting which other men do not
nave, We ougnt to,gzgz_been shouting the sounds of victory because
of the assurante that we have as Christians. The triumph of
hope, 18 the theme.

1. WE TRIUMPH BECAUSE OF THE ASSURJNCE OF FUTURE SALVATION.

(Verses 172)

This is what the phrsse "hope of the glory of God" means. We
nove the zssurance of the future,sharing of God's glory, belng a
partsker of the Divine splendor,”sharing in the heavenly kingdom.
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‘Man was destined from the first to share in this glory, but by

“‘sin we fell short of it. Romans 3:23--"are in need of the glory of
(God:" This is man's greatest need. (What Lack I?) _The worth of

' 'man is megssured by his fulfilling the Divime-purpose in his life,
When man turn rom God, he lessens his worth, This is what

Poul mesnt vwhen ne said th at Tfien were altogether "become unprofitable

Because of sin, instaed of glory, wrath--"no hope."

But here the Apostle identifies the object of our assurasnce
as being that glory which we lost through sin. There is a new
hopefulness, for that glory of God, of which we 21l come short of,

 1s now shown to be attainable, and this knowledge gives a sense ~of
' reloicing. How did this come about? How are we assured of ouf

future glorificstion? There are three things in the text which
precede this hope. It is like s ledder leading up to God's glorye.

le The 'ground on which this ladder rests is our 1ustlfivatlon

Dby faith. This hope is a result of being justified through
laith in Jesus uhrlst

ol begstification 1s that act of grace whereby God_absolves
e beliegver from all guilt. It is God acquittln% us of our
sins, the very thing which robbed us of God's glory in the
first place. It is God pronouncing us and treating us as

righteous.

‘But 1ustificatlon is onlj the initial stage of God's
deslings with man in his salvation. I%:is_ihat_which makes the
rest possible. ‘

2. God recelves us into a state of fevor-- Pesce with God."

This 18 peace that puts amend to war and enmity. Sin had
not only caused ug to Tall shortofGod's glory, but it elso
put us in a place of hostility towards G d. Sin is 1 men 8
deﬁlaretiog_giﬁyg;;_ﬁg}gg&_ﬁog '
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But peace 13 more that 'the cessation of hostility. It is
a positive blessedness. It puts us in a pos;ﬁ;gnﬂoﬁ,being
wﬁere We Can refglxe—ﬁhe*b1e351ngs and gifts of God.

Je  The third rung in the 1adder-4acoess into this grece
wherein we stand. ‘

{pccesd/carries the idea of ane being introduced into the
private Chamber of a MonarCh Jesus 1s the introducer;
“We are God is the King and grace is the
reslm of the 1ntroductlon. The introduction is not a brief
nor ocoasional visit. It is a permanent possession. '"Wherein
we stand. We heve an immovable and unshakeable establishment'

‘permanent standing. o
elrmanent , sLalcl

The word is also used of a 1and1ng-stage leading to a
country with unlimited resources. It o the ides of “free
admission." We are like explorers fascinated with the great
things which lie before us.
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How-.does this result in assurance of the glory of God? Last
July a boy gained a frec-admission to come and live with us
permanently into our home. He has a permanent standing; free
admission; access into our home. His permenence there gives him
the right to share in everything that belongs to me. Now we have
a permanent sdmission into God's grece and we will share in every-
thingz that God has.

A boy may be helr to g great fortune. He does not have 1it;
has not realized it; but he is zssured of it. We are not perfect;
we often show very little of God's glory, but gs His child, a2s His
heir, we are assured of it,

This absolute assurance ig enough to produce rejoicing and
shouting. The shouts of trium h belong only to those who have
the assurance of the glory of Our faith stands the test of
the future. P ’ T T X
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II. WE TRIUMPH‘IN PRESENT TRIBULATIONS. (Verses3,4)

~ The sudden transition from "glory" to tribulations brings out
the fulﬁE@E‘ET‘th@*b‘TI@ver_g‘ggggggﬁz;_Peul has shown that our
faith will stend the test of the future. Now he shows it will
triumph over the present, however great the tribulations may be.
"We BIVe a shout ol triumph even in our tribElations.”
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Paul was a realist; he was not so absorbed in the glory of the
future thet he closed hiS eyes to the reslities of the present.
The remarkable thing is that the same note of victory heard—with
“Fecard ﬁothr*T“tUrqjgggg;gsiiﬂﬁﬁngﬁgﬁwwa%h'rererence to_our
Egiggﬁf”ifiﬁglabignﬁ aul gloried in these extermal hard-ships
that give hindrance to this life. There is a sRarp contrast’

between glory and affliction. This 1s not always our attitude.
V. plty instead of glory.

How is this vossible? ﬂg,;ust&£igggzgls boast by appealing to
;hﬂLéglggrngL%edge. The Christian knows or the ministry-which
these tribulationg perform, Trlbulatiqn in : rocess; it
i's the button that starts the machine of sanutlfipntion. RN
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This is not g passive waiting; it is Derserverence and
endursnce to keep moving in the face of difficulty. It is to
remein under the lo=d of affliction without feltering or

compleining and go right om i no matter how heavey tie load be-
coEess S

l. FProduces patience,

e ——

Tribulation produces steadfasthegss as the wind makes the

young tree to root deeperﬂanngggghiirmly. Tribulatlions herden
the runier Tor the Fate and give the Dellever endurance.
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2. Productes experience.

This'is tglggﬂganglglg1-—opnrovedness. It denotes
strength that has been tested end proven itself, as a tried
soldier. The word is used with regerd to metels and coins

and implles a testing of the genuineness and approval--the
apﬁjf:ov\al; of God.

The metal is purified by the fire and unaPaCteP 1

geasoned by trisls, 44uﬁﬂ ’d 44?Yimu/
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3., Results in Hope. Z

vlL\EE%;giggs our assurance, Tribulation does not wegken,
but it str ens our hope. It does not defeat the believer
but gives an occasion for triumohing in hope. The eXperience

of whit God does for the Christien 'amid the afflictims of
life, gives new and vigorous hope.

Ill- Spefford--two deughters drowned --"It is well with
my Soul.” 'The Christisn is the only one who cen sing while
- belng burned a2t the steake.

TITI. WE/ TRIUMPH IN THE LOVE OF GOD. (Verses 5-11)

Beginning with this verse through verse 11, Peaul shows a
third time how hope will triumph, In 5:1,2,--hope will tTriumph
becouse it is founded on‘fﬁe~e§@g§§} grace of God; in 3,4--
hie gave tribulation as a second reason for the triumphﬂ hope.
In our present verse he says hope will triumph because 1t rests

in the sbundant love of God which gives full assursnce of final
salvation,

Hope cannot dlsappalnt The assurance of salvation will never
sheme the believer. Hope will never embarrass. The believer's
hQE§‘£E§E§TQOt on anything in himself--not even on his loving God--
but on God's 10viﬁ§“ﬁ§?‘“ft~i3’a‘ISVE—§HIEh is unchenging and
suffers no reverse. Hie love is the guarantee of our final sal-

vetion, @j@QXﬁﬂdD;?

He helchtens our assuraggﬂg His generous love to us. Ie does
not send His love as dew drovs, nor in light showers of the rain,

but 1like ‘a2 flood His love pours in upon the thirsty soul.
More love--moXre assurance,

The death of Christ is preof of God's love., If God ever stops
loving--or 1f you discover that Jesus did not die for us--then you
Can begin to doubt., As long as God 1is love--we have assurancee.

"I om perssuded that nothing can seperate us from the love
of God which is in Christ Jesus..



