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INTRODUCTION: Bomgns 3 is God's sledge hammer to crush every man,
He uses 1t to pound him into dust. God is crushing man; getting ||
him in' a corner; there is no escape left. The last vestige of self- ]
respect must be destroyed that he might stend as a naked, shameful
penkrupt before God. All are shown under condemnstion and death )
that a1l might live through the redemption in Christ. God deprives :
men of every defense and shield in order that man, having no pro- i
tection will be free to take refuge under His wing. God paints the
vortrait of salvetion azainst the black background of msn's sin.

Wnet 1s needed to prepare the way for the Gospel is that man should
admit themselves to De sinners, accept the Divine verdict.

Verse 9 is the introduction to the-passage. Paul has described
:r',he Gentile sin?‘.'uiness, and the Jewisgh position., The duestion:?

Are we better?” The word means, "Are we holding something before
us for protection?’ Paul Tejects the idea thet the Jews pPossess
enything that might shield them from God's wrath. “The Jew is
surprised at sceing his preogstives disappear. n

.

"Wehhave before proved..."This is (a legal term? to Charge.“ He
means that He Mas 10T only made the charge, proved the In-
dic’ﬂ_;@, The Divine Verdict: All under sin.

All under sint: both Jew and Gentile--Paul Dicfks out the @lite
of the humsn race. GreeK: Culture; Jews: religlon. Jesus and Nico-
demus.

/.I};ger sinv?-u.nd_er the dominion, power, guthority of sin. Sin
a8 refgning. Man 18 not simply sinful, but under the power of that
sin. Men are both gulilty and uynable to escape from that condition.

TThe resulting perversity--various Ways Its vower is manifested,
The pessage denonstrates that the entire personglity has been
perverted by sir_f:j ‘ '
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I. MAN IS SI N HIS CHARACTER. (Verses 10-12)

e

A grest misunderstending about sin. Not something like a tooth,
that &an Be extracted, but an innate force which motivates the
individusl to sin. It 18 not g series of acts to be stopped, rather
it is an inborn drive. , Sin is =a sw,’gg:;tée, a condlition,
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Righteousness ig the criterion by which sin is' judged. The
absente of righteousness means the presence of sin, Paul's
object is to prove the necessity of accepting God's right eous—_
1895, lan is less perfect then God,
..,.———-—-W""‘““'“——-—'—l

1. UNRIGHTEOUS:




5. IGNORMNCE: ws,
Sin has incepaciteted: them for mgking moral and spiritual

discrimingtions. _Man cannot.disti :

evil--unable to make moral distinctions. ~ -

Jonah 4:11-*-"cannot discern between their right hand and their

Teft hand?"

"I mee no harm in it." No sense of guilt is a symptom of a

dead conscience.

Cennot comprehend God or spifitu;a.i things.
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5. INDIFFERENCE: Vs. 11,12

aspirastion.

(1) No movement tow‘ards God. No dod-ward

(2) Intellectually: blind
Physicslly: no movement towards God.

~

,(\"/),’ This implies that ‘men needs to go out of himself to
:f‘u fil his needs. )lu»a LA 266 oA cadl \u&/l/b@—' -

,( The implication is not that God is hid nor has to be

v;«)
/efea}ched out, t _that man is lost and is not trying to
find his way back to God,
W

(5) Vérse 12: "gone out of the way'" - Departure from God.

In one way or a 011‘;.;1%1;'1 > ullty of turning awasy-
1;&\--1101: glo ng Him, not giving thanks, ete.

4., UNPROFITABLE

(1) Word used for milk turned sour. Good for nothing,
useless and corrupt. Like salt that logses its saltiness,

or fruit that goes rotten and no longer serves any useful
purpose. ~ Unfit :C:tor what they were designed..

(2) Apart from the grace of God and the redemption in
Christ there can be no use for man in the universe,

A_corrupt tree besrs corrupt fruit, ILikewise, a man's works _
are of the game moral quglity of his nature. What a man does grows
out of what he 18. Now Paul shows thal men's Works are corrupt,
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IT. MAN IS SINFUL IN HIS WORDS. (Verses 13,14) 2

God now gives man a complete physicagl examingtion--takes the
various parts of man's body and uses them for an illustration of

his departure from God., V frequently when a doctor begins
Xamin on he starts by looking in the mouth. The state of the

tongue Can be very revealing of the patient's genersl condition,

1. VULGARITY: Throat an open grave

This graphicsally portr A -of -men.
Nothing coul ¢ more abomingble to the senses than a open

grave, with a corpse lying at the bottom. The opening of the
grave and the odor reveals the death below. Their words like
the unfilled grave, give forth an obnoxious odor of corruption.

The depravity of man is revealed in his speech.  God looks
in the mouth and sees the condition below--it is a2 grave, dead.
The odor from the open grave is s revelation of the rottenness
of their own corrupt nature, .

2. HYPOCRISY: deceitful tongue.

Here th¥ir speech is contrary to their nature . Thelr
tongues Flide in Tlottery in order to conceal the rottenness

oT their throat. Thelr speech appears Sound, Seems to have
1fTeTn It. Tke corruption of the heart is concesled in words
/ of flattery.

They are vilest when they are best. They are bitterest

when hey are sweet. They are basest when they are noblest,
They are most hypoCritTal when they come with flattery. _They

g;iw;w when they garb themselves in the spirit of
Chrigt.

3. OLANDER: ©poisf on of asps.

Slgnder like polson from a serpent--poisonous form of
speech. T dere are the seed of that old serpent.

When a snake bites someone, we chop the snske's head off,

not the one bitten.,. Byt when the snske crawls in the church and

bites someone we let the snake alone and chop the head of'f the
victim,

4. TPROFANITY: cursing snd bitterness
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TII. MAN IS SINFUL IN HIS PRACTICE., (Verses 15-17)

1. CRIME: Man scts without regard to his nelghbor.

2, FAILURE: Denotes failure in life, remorse, soul agony.
Only sinners fail, mwm

"Destruction"-- €8C es=~=

Misery--path is wetered with the tears of others,

3. NO PEACE: They have never had an experience of inner peace.

Paul does not mesn that each of these characteristics is found
edually developed in man--some may remain latent--the possihility

is there. ?}M&LA@WM
cgiSe them To pass in the active state.. This is the cguse of the

wrath of God belng suspended over man./@'tﬂ& o Aleeping Lo —

This passage does not say that every men is as Dad as he can be,
but 1t does mean that every sres of 1life is so affected by sin that
man 1s by hature potentially evil in the absolute sense. There ls
latent within humanity a force for total corruption which will carry

maikind relentlessly into complete fPegeneration, until God intervenes,

ILL: 15 year old boy=-honor student, religious parents, 1e§ally
gane, assaulted and strangled a 3 1/2 year old girl, "I just

had a funny feeling." 1957 . P hlode it

Her father seid, "It was so human."

IV. THE SINFUL SOURCE OF THE WHOLE. (vs. 18)

This overflow of depravity and suffering ariseyfrom a void:
the sbsence of that feeling which should have filled the heart. It
1s that disposition in man which always has God present in the heart;
His will, end judgment.

The words, "before their eyes," show that 1t belongs to man
freely to e‘mkeT_wmms_lhis inward view of God, on which hi
moral conduct depends.

This lack of reverence is the sourceeof these gins. Irreverence
1s the mother of evil, and vice versa. Psa. 111:10
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The eyes are the orgens of vision gnd the fear of God is
gppropriately expressed as before our eyes because the fear of God

mﬁ_@n’s_that God is constantly in the center of our thoughts, d Iife
is characterized Dy the all-pervasive consciousness of dependence

ypon hi - iBITity to him., The absence of this fear means
that God 1s excluded not only from the center of our thoughts, but
from the whole horizon of our reckoning., It is a disregard for
God. No_love for God to guide conduct--Fear seeks 1ot T offend.

These s may become active when there is no fear of
God to govern the heart gnd hold it in chieck.

CONCLUSION: Verse 19--mouth closed--finality--nothing to say. The
conclusion is that all, without exception 1i e‘underf the judgment of

God.

The word mesns one who has lost his suit and is condemed gnd
i1s awalting execution. Speechless from guil"‘b.‘ ‘Mu“sp ‘ansuﬂ‘_gy‘bo\God:__

nothing to Say. No def ense.
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