WHAT IS GOD LIKE? M
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Text: Micah 7:18-20 : _éb¢uif’£;§€@fgi/////l
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INTRODUSTION:  Bishop Oxnam: God is a dithy bully!

People went to khow what God is like--in hours of sorrrow and
trial. "Why did God 1et this happen?" Act a.lly are asking,
"What is God like?" uﬁ—a/?

Jesus cameg to reveal what God is 1ike. Parsgble of the Prodigal
Son 13 not' o parable of the prodigel son, but of the Father. Jews
‘had misconception of what God was 11ke...Jesusu/Zs telling them.

JO*’lah had 2 misconception. \(\AL\/WV ) 2 '\j_ ,W(/«

%L/ Q’fw\. l}*i(t/ﬁ/
MiCah closes his prophecy w1th a doxology, descr-ibing the triumph

of Grace. “His name means, "Who is like God?" He tells what God
is like. '

HQB,I’_GQ&ILE-I‘OI- this doxology: (1), The people are protect ed
and shepherded. in the pasture of the Lord; (2) the enemies of God

and His people are terrified in the presence of Gods~
"

God I‘eVealS what He is by whet' He does.
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I. HEIS A GOD QF FORGIVING LOVE. (Verse 18)
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1. Wnat needs_are here explained in "iniquity": trans-
Ar-ess1on ‘and "sin.

(1) [INIQUITY:|One of the stronzest terms for:gin, denoting
okedness which makes man guilty, a debtor before

peve #n““us, [¢]
'\/(L/\L God, Wil DO SSIPIIILY of yeven riddine himgelf 11t,

L’W\Uv Cprvvve ESZEvEY; LA S
e erzhtmueqnpss meang "straight," iniquity, "crooked,"

God is strasight, men crooked. We know what &in 1s by
what God is.

I1l-Plumbline=to see 1f wall 1s straight, checking line
with T -square

b. This refers to nature--it is the depravity which gin
works--it 18 the guiTt which results from sin.
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/K (2) TRANSG-RESQION. Rebellion; revolt. 'Thia is t.Y,Jp mpn‘nss‘t.
@t/ thin You can do. ottingjour foot and saying, '1[ won't do
' it Bl
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a. This refers to acts ol .dlsobedlence. Breaking away

and gOiW
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We have broken away from God and gone beyond His rignieous
requirements,
Ill- bolting horse, runavay chila,' criminal .

D. This is sin in its most hideous form—-man sets up his
own wi in opposition to the known will of God asnd acts

in disregard of God's $plaoin commands
¥ R ‘ .

\ &‘/ (3) BSIN: missing the mark--God set a tarzet, we missed it,
"ﬂ/{/ intentionaglly, It is FAILURE, To strike out, down for the

(/. unt of 10,
4 e
//2. God do es the marvelous ‘bhing no msn can do. ) ’Wr}
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(1) He PARDONS iniquity. /ffv_ﬂ ?gw&
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Io 111t up, relieve a burden; to_ bear sin, suffer punish-
ment oY sin, Tekew 6ff or awayf’ as a burden is 1ifted or ~
ba‘rr’i'er\ taken away. ‘ ALY ‘ :

He places it upon Himserfr-John-1:29

The Hebrew Participlie: denotes that God is continually doing this
It points to His nature.
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(2)  He P&SS@_.QYMrahsgrgssibn.
“o v He does mot gtop to' deal With them--spares judgment--
s T -

(3“)"" ‘DELIGHTS IN MFRCY--explains the former-—’\%

"I hove no pleasure in the death of the wicked." The pleasure
of God is to show mercy.

Mmcg/mgre than love and pity--It is pity plus asction: Godls
‘ning love in its agctive quality. God loved the world
gnd did something about it,

II. 'HE IS THE GOD OF REDEREVING POWER. (Verse 19)
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1, BSUEDUE: Trempling under foot--conquer thelr power and
tyranny by Hig compassion, s oft a8 8ln raises its accusing
voice against a child ol God, 2o often does God take that sin,
hurl it to the ground, gnd trample it under foot.
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He subdues our woragl enemy--we were subdued--sin had
trampled many under its iron heel.
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{ Gen, 3:15:1\135115 bruised head of serpent--fatal blow .




2. CAaST ALL our sins into thpaseé}-complete S everenc e-

Il1-Phargoh's srmy in the ses--
BXx, 15:10--they sank like lead--danced on the shore, they
al'e gone. '

Some feared the Ezyptians, some fear sin, but God is able
to oVercome them. Christ's blood has covered them.
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II1T. HE IS THE GOD QF PERPETUAL FAITHFULNESS. (Verse 20)

Hebrew-"Grant" emphasi ze8 the utter lack of merit on the part
of-the recipient.” God's keeping of faoith with man is altogether -
independent of any worthiness in man.  It-is a free gift. '

_Eromise: Jthe key to 0.T.,; N.T, :
Goﬁgi:a—éring the threatening judgment upon his people, Micah is
able to utter this doxology only becausé of his faith in God. _God
haed sworn and He would fulfil His oath., Heb. 6:18-20 o

Vs, 20--Jacob and HAbraham: = they were dead; He 1s God of the living--

Life after death-- '
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