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GOD'S FINANCIAL PLAN =

Tipping or'Tithing?
Text: Malaehi 3:8-10 [/ Q| b>2

( INTRODUCTION: Success in evangelism depends on spirituasl power.
\dny kind of vpower is constructive if properly used snd is de-

gtructive if improperly used. OSpiritusl power would be dangerous
if improperly used--1t e win_ squls.

If we will not acCc ept God's financial plen, then can God trust
us with spiritual power? The church or individual who does not
accept God's money rule will be powerless in soul-winning.

"I wish the preachér would ﬁih[talking about money, and preach
the Gospel." It is impossible to presch the Gospel without preach-
~ing on giving. The Gospel is giving--John 3:16; Romans 6:23

The besetting sin of man is covetousness; hence the strong
henc e ~tire—st oy enpirEsi-s—ta—the~Bibieort stewardship. A major
emphaosis of the New Testoment is the right use of materipl

- possessions.. Money has a wey of stending between o men and God.
Love of money obscures spirituel vision and deadens power to hear
the call of Christ.

Money is the acid test of a men's love for Christ and con-
secration to His Cause. The Bible is filled with tregic aCCounts
of lives that were wreeked by the wrong use of money.

Rich farmer; prodigal son; uniust stweard; rich men in hell;
unforgiving Stewesrd; rich young ruler; men with one talenty fen %
with one pound; Judas; Ananias and Sapvhira; Simon the sorcerer. -

Lﬂgg%g'ggniidence in God's people. They will do what God wanks
them to do when they know.

I. GOD'S PLAN

1. God has but_one plen of salvation. It would be unfalr
for God to tell us to be saved, and not tell us how to be saved.

2. God has But‘one financial plan. It would not be feir for
God 10 tell us to give and not tell us how to give. God's
rule 1s tithing.

5. Our God is a God of order, and law.
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(1) God of cosmic 1law: the planets move in their orbit
with precision.

(2) Natursl lgw: the seasons without flaw will produce
everything after their kind.

(3) Physical law: immutsble are the laws of the body and
its well-being.

(4) Social law: 10 commandments are the foundstion stones

for any well-ordered society.

) Moral law: Galatisns 6:7 .

6) Spiritual law: talents unused are talents lost.

7) Sﬁewardsgip law: The tithe is holy unto the Lord.
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God is not the author of confusion. (It is not to be supposed
that God would ordein laws to regulate with precision every phase
of His universe, including men's redemption, growth, destiny and
then leave to ohance the matter of God's ovnership snd men's steward

ship;]

(4. The tithe antedates the law of Moses.

(1) Abrsham
(2) Jacob.

When Moses included ‘the tithe in his law, and when the
prophets thundered the law of the tithe, they were not simply
following levitical regulations to provide for thelr needs,
but were going down_to the bed-rock of men's relation to God
and His universe. The tithe was not the law of the levites to
finance the temple; it was God's law for the spiritusl
beneficence of mane.
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(1) What_ law was
make vold the law
establish the law.

passed away? Romens.3331-"Do we then
hroughh faith? God forbid: yea, ve

The levitlcal laws of ceremony and sacrificed were passed
aWay.

(2) Jesus filled the law with greater obligation, The
moral 1aw did not pass away. Ex. 20:I7- Thou sh=1lt not
covet. This is gtill in effect,

MEEE__§JJJ;%8 ="Think not that I em come to destroy the

12w, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to

Twlfil. TFor “”PLly I say unto you, Till heaven ané esrth
pess, one jot or onc tittle shall in' no wise pass from the
Tow, 'till 2ll be . fulfilled. Whosoever therefore shall
break one of these least commendments, and shall teach

men 80, he shall.be caglled the least in the kinzdom of
heaven,"

Matt. 23323-"Woe unto you scribes and Phorisces, hypocrite
for ve pay tithe of mint and anise and cummin, end have
omltted the ”r?”HTCP meatters of the law, !UleFWt mercy,
and falth--these ought ye tohave done and not lesve other
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(3) Why_does-not Jesus and the New Testament say more
about the tithe? It was so deeply imbedded in the thought
and prectices of the Jews that it was unnecessary to do
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(4) Jesus precticed tithing--He was a jew--kept the law.
He never lowered an 01d Testament stenderd, but a2lways
raised them. He vwes never criticized for not tithing.

One tenth of everything belongs to God--cannot afford to
give less under grace than was rejquired under the lq{.

II. WEY THE TITHE?

1. (Deut. S-IN:W"ut thou shalt remember the Lord thy God: for
8 He that giveth thee power to get wealth, that He
may eSb?bliSh His covenante.."

To spreag God s word——Gospel,
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The visible Cause of Christ lengusihes_ in the earth becsuse
of the Tack of Tmmoney to support it properly. The American
people waste their money on worldly things, etc. It is hardly
to be expected that the unsaved would do otherwise, but when
Christians do 1little better, surely our evangellism must clelm
Godls direction upon the use of our money. The bigzest thing
in the world is to win the lost to Christ. exp ure of
money is too great if it helps to win Some. (Revival), Tjrwfdw'

2. MAIN RFASON: RECOGNITION or GOD £ OWNERSHIP Z?ﬂ”f;é

..__—-—’

God has alw 7s_tried to teach this to man. RepentanCe
involVes bascically o change in._attitude towWar towards God's proverty
rights. Sa1Vat10n restores this.
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///Grace. " God's side ™
K\\Eféth: Man's side /)

\waj /
God shows His graCe by salvation, keeping His promise.
People (cennot see faith) are to picture their faith by
bringing an offering. When the faith is left off, the
tithe will De left off

God ovns--we are steWardSo We are tenants living in a
world: that belongs.tio God.
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(1) God taught it with a day--the Sabbath--before the
Mosgic law. One day belongs to God.

(2) God taught it with a tree. This was the first teach-
ing of it to man in the garden of Eden, One tree belonged
to God; they were not to touch it., Their sin was a sin
against God's property rights.

(3) A City-—-When His peovle went into Canasan, God gave
them every city except one--Jericho. That was His--they
were not to take anything from it for themselves., Achen
disobeyed--violated God's property rights. Israel was
powerless. <g this the reason we are powerless?

- (4) The Land. Every seven years God told them to rest
the land--God's ownership of it. For 490 years they
tilled the lend without recognizing God's property rights.
Then they went into Babylon--for 70 years--the exact
number of years they owed God., God collects what is His,

(5) The tithe teaches God's ownership._

”fﬁéi*_?°f§&Rgbbery: embezzl ement--money you have a
- right to handle--but it is not yours.

I1l- Roy Angell--bought little boy sack of candy;
: May I"-l};aVe a piece?ﬁ "No! Tt's mine! "

The tithe tesches us 1iberality--we tesch this to
children. In a child it is "ugly," but in a grown-
up, it is SIN,

96 ngeﬁgi_xou”came”heggnin stolen _carg, wear stolen
clothes, watch g stolen T.V. because you paid for
these things with the tithe money you withheld from
God.

b. State has a penalty for robbery and so does God.
Mal, 3:9=-Violate the law of gravity--but it will
break you.

CONCLUSION: Tn giving the tithe man recognizes His dependence
uvon God--in refusing the tithe, he declares his independence from
God.  He violates the whole law of God.

I1l~ Missionary and ship owner



