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|  INTRODUCTION: There come times in every man's 1life when outward
gL 15 ed e s_diaggu_age faith, Jeremiah was in such a situation.
ebuchadnezzar's armies were already incamped around the city and
I the prophet was in jail, being put there by the King. And no wonderd
' . The message that he was presching was immensely unpopulsasr. He
' was preaching that their enemlies were going to win, but that some-

‘ day the land would be restored to the people. But he was advocating
' /surrender to the enemy. While leaving the city one day he was
| accused of treagson. The House Committe on Un-Jerusalem Activities
“*‘,met and caused him to be put in jail,

il If ever‘he‘would take a dim view of the future it would be
j now,

&1, ' THE RE-AFFIRMING OF FAITH. (Verses 1-15
1” £ f '

While Jeremiail was in prison he had an unusal visitor;
unusugl because it was his cousin--all his kin Tolk had turned
"ageinst him, DIt was unusal because of the purpose of the wvisit:
/v to sell Jeremiagh a farm, "Have you ever tried to sell a man in
qg‘prisoﬂ'a~farm?wggtnWas unusal because the farm was in the hands of
Ll the enemy! 1 1 |

) A Why dld he want to sell it to Jeremiah? He needed money, ond
i Jeremiagh was his next of kin. K The law said it had to be kept in

the family. But more than that, it was to test Jeremish's preaching.
' Jeremish had said that houses and” TandsWould b6 bought again in
il the country, even though it would be destroyed now. The cousin
\ probably thought, "If he is foolish enough to preach such a message,
he is LOOlle enough to buy the farm,”

{ i) 1; 'This paused Jeremiah o Le-examine his preaching. He had
. been preaching a message o hope in spite of the present
|darkness.

A ‘ Qutward circumstences oontradioted his preaching.
But. Af Jeremigh had n % the Tarm, nmo one would have
ever 1jstehed to him preach again.(

. There—ere—times when we must re-examine our beliefs,

o, This caused him to re—afflrm his falth in God and the
i future,

‘Verse 8="Then I kneW. Knowledge from experience.
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His‘hope in the futuré_;asﬁnot bssed‘on the armies of Israel,
‘hor he moral purlty of the people, nor in institutional relgion,
hbut i rsonal experientigl know fuiGod

i) Ill{}Judson;:Mhile in prison.,‘"What is the future of
missions now Bright as the promises of God,' :

}

Do not always 1udge by the outWard circumstances.‘ Jeremiah's
faith meke him. 1ook foolish to those who did not know God

Jiilas he did.

Paul: "Fools for Christ S sake.t "Much 1earning hath made thee
l;ma,de. y | ) | i

‘Chfist- "He, is‘beside himself.,"

v””or the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foollsh-
ness, but unto us who are saved, it is the power of God."

‘On what 1s your hOpe of the future based? Everyone hopes for
Something: beﬁfsr 11 the ruture. —With no hope, we are miserable.

with God it is folly.

G}jﬁ If your hope'of the future is not based on a personal experience

ﬂzﬂb If wWe ‘can come w1th a personal experience with God, it does not

‘matter if the enemy is at the gate.

‘<L3énghis‘oaussd”him'to act on the knowm will of God,

134

1

Verse 9-% I;bnughis.. He preached it, believed it,
jacted on it---invested in it. thﬂ1thst is not worth
investing kg 0 P M| not worth believing in.

'ﬁélg, The investlng of money
pARE (el The investing of time
(3) ) The investing of 1ife--young people--must invest your
DA £ 8 4n something---invest it in the will of God--—-
;s Hig! bank Lsy solVent-—brings forth . rich dividends,

T wish we could stop here, but we see next:

II. Ty

}‘qlternatives.

THE RE—LA PE. ow “AITH--THE RISING OF DOUBT. (verses 16-25)

% e
Jeremiah is human, Verse 16-"Now AFTER...!' He had had a great
'spiritual experience and had made 2 Geeision of committal to

the will of God. Now after it was all over, began to doubt.
"Did I do the right thing?"

e, =7
Verse 25%- WHEREAS...." No sooner had Jeremish performed his
duty then doubts begen to come. What a stupid thing to do.
| bt

‘,W do. th;g,) We have & warm emotional experience--decide to
win

win souls, tithe, teach--after emotions gone, church over--
What did I dof Sometimes we perform our duty with honest
doubts,  What should we dg gbout ‘doubts/ There are two
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1. Some people gublish them.

They tell everyone about them.' Doubt 1s a disease that
is highly contagious. ”We 8an*fidad. 1 ebe

2."Someﬁpeoplé praj about them.

This is what Jeéemiah’did. He brought his complaints and
doubts to. God.. @

God's Dromlses surbass our comprehension. His word and ,
will are often 'riddles to us. But prasyer such as Jeremigh's
: . recalls God's omnipotence and wisdom. There is not always
o a rationsgl explanation. Some things we have to let God
s "know for Himself,
‘ " .’ 1
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g Tz, frHE”hE;.ASSURp;\T_@ OF GOD. (verse 26,27)

f ”The word of the Lord came. ‘Th1° is the result of such
prayer. Sometimes one word froMthe TLord can dispell the
darkness of doubt and fear.

///u In reblying o), Jeremiah the Lord used the same words he
Yhad uttered in his prayer (vs. 17). '"You have just said that
f {Q‘ nothing is too hard for me. Do you really believe that?"
VQ ngb ﬂ/’ThlS is exavtly like our own. expe iences, ' Jeremigh had

confessed HIS Taity od's power. In His naswer the Lord
declares that He is the "Godof a1l flesh.' He is the Strong,
Powerful, Creator-Ruler of all flesh. We need to keep-in mind
this fact‘ theot (211 men asre—just—2lesh, dust. Before God man

r?'flesh o Week, sinful, mortal being, Neither the bitterest

hatred of the strongest of His enemies nor the doubts and

mlsg1v1rqs of His perplexad and. puzzled; child can' nWllify! .
the plans and purposes of God, "Nothing is too hsrd for me.'

i In verses J6-44 God repeats His promise to' Jeremizh.
| He oomes ing the mldst of doubt with regssursnce.

SONOQLUSICW s Nothing'is too hard for God. "All His promises are
FUlfilled in CGhrist, "I can do sll things through Christ..." He
) is iable to cliganse, pardon, strengtheh, comfort and give peace
i to/the troubled heart.




