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INTRODUCTION: I am an incurable admirer of th? Apostle Paul. No

man ever more perfectly exemplified the spirit of Christ, nor served
the Church more faithfully--an example for all who would be faith-
ful followers of Christ. Here is a brief lifting of the curtaln, a
glimpse into the heart of Paul., Paul is golng through an intense
strugele for these Christians whom he has never even gseen. Like an
athlete in a severe contest, Paul is wrestling and struggling in his
soul through prayver. There 1s in this small church a danger of
éﬁléﬁ,iﬂaching—-takinm away from Christ's glory by adding to Him--3
e

as a peinful and perpetual anxiety for them--because of the bare

possibility of thelr (relapse, etc. His burden voices itself in an

exhqrtation to steiq5§a5$ﬁess., %j”” f?vfyv\t Fk*lbL o
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An unfaithful church is afi unthinkable as an unfaithful mate,
considering the vows made at the time of union. There is nothing

so traglic as an untfeithful church--"left th ove." Today therc
is a great need for faithful churches. or examples3’ Morman heresy--
== ed 3,000,000

more fruitful among Baptists and Methodts
Christian homes and had 80,000 converts.

/ Here is that for which Paul anxiously longed that the Colosssians
might attain. It Is Iikewise a statement of the Divine desire con-

;gfglgg_ﬁﬂgh_af_us, and of the Dilvine design of the gospel. Here
set forth what God would have all Christians to be, and in
Jesus Christ, has given them theé power to_be.
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I. A FAITHFUL CHURCH IS A FELLOWSHIP OF COURAGEQUS HEARTS.
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Verse 2a (

= A
1. ggg;glblical word is much wider than the modern popular
ugse of 'comfort,” It 1Is stronger than comfort--mézms: encourage
Szement

or hearten, strengthen. These Christians needed encour
rength More than they needed comfort. They were called

L3N

and
to fight and what they needed was courageous confidence,

2. Discouragement and dejectlon are great weapons of Satan,
No church can be effective and victoriovuscif disheartened, and

lacking in confidence. The attitude of "we can't" is a deadly
poison to the life of any congregation. -We constaently need

encouragement in the mddst of warfare.

4%%5 Back of this word there is the 1idea of enabling a person
0 meet some difficult situation with confidence and with

gallantrx.

Ill-=A Greek historian uses this word--A Greek regiment

Mﬁbb "~ Jost heart, courage, and utterly dijected; general sent
leader to the group and he talked to it in such a manner
bbb that courage was reborn, and a body of displrited men

became a body of men fit agaln for herolec action. That
1s what "comfort" means. It is Paul's prayer that the
Church may be filled wilth that courage which can cope e
heroically with any situatlon,

He hasg

4., The Holy Spirit i1s called by Jesus the Comforter.
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! us to hearten and encourage. QEEE/QJ” "pilled with the Holy -

Spirit and with boldness.

(@ The greatest blessing 1s to enter Into conflict with the
~eonfidence that anvthing is possible rather than defeat.

wPaul, prey not for thesegiiz_fgggzalso for us.
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II. A FAITEFUL CHURCH IS A FELLOWSHIP KNIT TOGETHER IN LOVE,

Verse 2b~- They might be firmly bound together in Christian

love."

%-d Tiis 1s an 1llustration drawn from the --parts of the

dO y kEn 086 €' a8 one body--a broken bone knits together=--
amaged-cells knt t—together, welded together. , f, it a hnd >

Aowgn o Tasan ™t
If the Church is to remain falthful this must be an out- e
standing characteristic.

2. There must be unity-- ag.ane.

‘ With the possibility of heresy, there would be a tendency
for one totstand off and be filled with suspicion of the otheriL
I8 it he?” instead of "Ig it I?"

If the church was to stand the test they must come togeter
and be one. There are some who always stand off and accuse
others.

2. The element of unlon must be love. This is love to one
another--2a powerful force. But this 1s also love to Christ.
The; ere bound together by the common love to Jesus Christ, for
i Him they have received & new meaning of love--to know the
love of Christ deals the death blow to all pride, godsip, etc.

K nowing and loving Christ always results in loving one-another.

III. A FAITHFUL CHURCH IS A FELLOWSHIP FILLED WITH ASSURANCE,

Verse 2c¢ and 3-~meaning=- "assuréd understanding and the know-
ledge of God's mystery, of Christ. The fixed _persuasion that
you comprehend the truth and hhat it 1s the truﬁh.that you
compreh nd.

1. "Sp as to bring them into the enjoyment of all that wealth
which consists in the full assurance, the absolutely unquestlon-
ing, unwavering certitude which eIther meets &= answers all

the questions of the understanding -or so satlsfies and fills

the heart that there are no questlons to ask--that they may
fully know Christ, God's gecret; for full knowledge of Him will

ive full assurance and satisfaction to the understanding---
Q this is confidence that we Fave‘fhe truth angwl;fein Jgggg
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2. This full assurance that we know Christ is described as

riches. Verse B--Treasure
ﬂ

(1) It is certainly riches for a man to be assured of
his knowing Christ as Saviour--to know that He lives within.

(2) In Christ, as in a great storehouse, lie all the
riches of spirifusl wisdom--wealth of thne church. He

Is the Father's glorious Treasure chest, in which are shut
all the mysteries and treasures of grace, planned and
wrought.by the Eternéi_ﬁIEET——KTT—ﬁﬁigﬁ_We can know
concerning God and men, concerning sin and righteousness,

etc, In Him who is the home and great mine where truth is
stored.

(3) We do not need to go to others to learn new trutif _
The new problems of each generation to the end of time

ey €eir an Crrist, and new isgsues of the
o0ld message which we have heard from the beginning will
jEE% ally be discerned.

~

_ Vs-4-<"This I say, lest any men should beguile you with
‘enticing words." The test of truth is Christ.

I11 of Christian Scientist who tried to win Christian.
3« Thig full assurance of knowing Christ is the issue of love.

vs. 2b--"Being knit together--unto the full assurance."
This union of love leads to such an assurance.

(1) Against all who would try to intellectualize Christ-
lanity, Paul emphasizes that the revelation of God cannot
be known fully and properly &@part from the cultivation
é%%jgggﬁgggy_lﬂxﬁwﬂllhin:tﬁe Christian fellowship. SUCH
VE IS AN EVIDENCE OF KNOWING CHRIST., If you do not have

this kind of love, you do not know Jesus very well,

(2) The ordinary type of Christian 1life is contented with
a superficlal knowledge and aduaintance with Christ. Many
understand no more of Him and His gospel than they did
when they first learned of Him..

/

IV. A FAITHFUL CHURCH IS A FELLOWSHIP WITH é SOLDIER'§_DISCIPLINE.
Verse 5b.

These two words, "order" and "steadfast" are both military
words, ~Thé enforced companionship of Paul with the soldiers
of he guard at this time might have suggested this lmage He
had close contact daily with the drilling soldiers. He 1s

L Ty array end the solid unbreakable front
which your Talth in Christ presents against the assauIPgwgf_
the Tecelvers." B
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) y‘/ shakes their ranks.
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1. KORDER--"appointed order, rank, ordered arramgement; stending
shou to shoulder. aul is saying that the Church should
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06 1ike_as prder army, rank upon rank, with ever an in his
appointedrp%ace, ready and willing to obey tﬁE:%%ﬁg of command.
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2 (K _STEADFAS "5011d bulwark;" describes an a
in—unbr able square, [dTy immoveable against the shock o f

the charge of the enemy. Drilling is one thing, reading the
b60oOKS, astness 1ls tried under fire or in severed--
battle--the same with the testing of your faith.

Paul 1is comparing the Church to an army under attack, keep-

ing its lines unbroken, showWwing the firmness=which comes from

ronfide n the commander--addressing soldiers who are
posted firmly and in good order--no wile, no temptation

Lll- of guards at Buckingham Palace.

,(iggzzgi YOUR FAITH IN CHR;§§;é§Bas is the only able shield;

It wIll spand—eageinst—all; r Taith in Christ (heresy, sin,
felse teaching, etc.) "I kmow Him too well for that."
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