THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST

Texts Colossians 1:15-18

INTRODUCTION: Paul moves from the work of the Redeemer to the great-
ness of the Redeemer. In these verses Paul defines the Person of
Christ and claims for Him absolute supremacy. The Phrase in verse

18, "That in all things He might have the preeminence", is the
“fheme of the entire passage.

Some false teachers had stuck their heads into the 1little church
at Colossae and tried to drag Christ from His throne and take
from Him some of His glory. Paul writes this passage to show the
lory and dignity of Christ. It is hard to subject
t%fse Woads to theéim erfeot outlines and expositjons of men.
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"He is the image of the invisible God." ”

God is invisible; He cannot and will not be seen. Thﬁrﬁ~Q§§Q§l”&
then, a medlum of representation. The image of God must be Divine
as well as visible. CThrist 1s the image of God--a real and perfect
likeness--no feature absent, ngggﬂgigp;gged, and none impaired in

fulness or dimmed in lustre.Aw\\
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1. Tél§,is—ﬂi. ac er--Dlvine. The word means ‘common naturg)
of the eame<essence‘0,ww Pruaiu P
\

2. This is Hi; Work. He is th revealer of God. Jesus is the
idea of God and the expression of God. He has interrpeted
God tc men. He 1s the perfect image, the visible representat=-
1o the . He hes a monopoly on revelation.
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He has made the invisible God ¥isible and the unknowable
God knowable. We can know God only through Christ. To befeve

in God is idolatry; to believe®d in the God revealed in Christ
is salvation.

f aul 1s speaking of the Son, the author of redemption and for-
giveness of sins. It 1s, therefore, Jesus im His mediatorial

person, that the Apogtle characterizes as being the image of God.
At the cross the invisible God was manifested. He brought God

80 near us that men saw, heard and handled of the Word of life.

He revealed a speaking, acting, weeping, suffering God; He held
out an image of God in the love He displaved. _ﬂijjlﬁzg-—too great

to be the love of a created being. Hls Power--too vast to be lodged
in any other than absolyte Diety--nature, disease, death.

/f B
Q;P ot onlv reveals God, (but also reveaols man.% Man was
credted in the "limage of God." But sIn came In, and me

realized his destiny. But Jesus shows us what men were meant to.
be.
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II. HE IS SUPREME IN CREATION
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Verses 15b=-17
"The first-born of every creature."

We must be careful to attach the correct meaning to this phrase.
In the Bible this phrase hag nothing to do with TIML. It 1s
éﬁlliea to_things that are primary and prominent. "First- born of
death"--alarming end fetal malady. ' First-born of the poor"--
a pauper of paupers. Massiah Psalm 89-"I (#ill meke Him my first-
born"--will invest Him‘with royal dignity, and clothe Him with

Qre-eminent splendor.

Its background was in the cimstom of 5;EEE%_§E§_;;zsi_bana4xﬁ
a family the place of prominence. He was the helr, he received a
double portidn. He was the father's representative and acted in
his father's name. He was entrusted with the management of the

QOUSG.

So Christ stands out as the first-born--all transactions are
with H It 1s a title of honor and dignity.

zﬂé }91. Priority over all crestion,> His absolute pre-existence.
} Born is not a term referring to origln, but relationship.
(

2. (gg;;relgnty over all 0;2;5z33§3 God's first-born 1s the

natural ruler, the head of God's household. He is the Lord

of Creation., why? o
wﬂu&@mww

(1) Because He Himself is the éreator, his is the
}gggification of the title given to the Son in the preced-

ing verse. Creation is h and a a bed
to Christ

The One who accompllshed the Divine work of Redemption is
also the One who accomplishedthe Divi 0 of C on.

The One redeemed by Christ need have no fears or terrors
in this universe; he knows that His redeemer is also
Creator and ruler of All.

(2) He is the Purpose of Creation. "and for Him."

This marks the destination of se., He is not

only the beginning but also the ending. All creation passel’
out from Him ahd ultimately all ¢reation will come back

to him. He is the goal towards which all existence seeks

to rise--failing to rise to Christ is failing in purpsoe.

The world was made for Christ. Creation wes created to
be His and to glve Him glory. Apart from Christ, the

universe and all init loses its meaning. TE

(3) He is the Perserver of Creation. Verse 17.

He mzimtains 1n oxlstence What he has created. ‘'e makes

the world 2 cosmos instead of a chesos. He sustains it amd
€8 tiny. All lawg by which thisworld

1s kept in order are the expression of the mind of Jems.
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His arm upholds the universe. He feeds the sun with
fuel, “and guides the planets on their journey and keeps them
from collision and dlsorder. Every pulsation of our hearts
depends on His Sovereign beneficence who feeds and clothes us.
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Here He love amazes us. That the creator and upholder of
the wiverse should come down to such a world as this and die
for us 1s the most amazing of all revelatlons. The God of the
ﬁirst chapter of Genesis 1s the babe of the first chapetr of

atth

ﬁHe e is as; ce--Surely He who ma d sustains all
craetion 1s ab e to keep us from falling.

III. CHRIST IS SUPREME IN ADMINISTRATION.

Verse 18,

1. The Church is the organism through which Christ acts, and
which shares all the experiences of Christ., The body 1s the s
servant of the head--moves at the head's bidding and is powerles
and lifeless without the head.

Not only does Christ have supremacy over the natural
creation, but also over the New Creation.

. (1) Christ is inseparable ‘rom the Ghurch- identified with
k}&v» it. The Church belongs to Christ.

7&fﬁﬂ<%“’ ijja”?

\\N © Ill--Paul, Acha
\L |
A &“’ (2) Here is privilege--It is the privilege of the Church
VJ\M\ . to be the instrument through which Christ works.
MW .

-~ (2) Here is & warning--It is possible to make a body
unfit and unhealthy. By undisciplined and carele ’
\Lthe~5hurch can unfit herself to € _instrument of -
(il iChrist.
W U

Q&KMMW %JiuHe is the head[pecause He is the beginning. |

(1) First in the sense of originati ower; the source

) ch something came. The world is the creation
of Christ,and the_Qhurch is the creation of Christ.

(2) He is the source of its existence and blessihgs;
s blood.--conviction, pardon, cleansing.

')J; ”égij. Because He is the First=born from among the Dead.
Y/ / y g

J ,/ o 2 ™ 2
" Y ——7" (1) Others were raised, but died again, Christ is raised
/ to die not more. They were proofs of the possibility of
resurrection. Christ is the PLEDGE of oup"resurre¢§ioq.

(2) He is the PATTERN--"like unto His glorilous body.
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